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WAR WORKERS’ NIGHT OUT 





Saturday Night on Air Holds Up 





What the networks hope will serve to entrench Saturday night as 
intensively commercial as other nights is the fact that during the sum- 
mer of this year that evening’s listening held up equally as well as 
any other weekday night and even better than Sunday. 

It is recognized, however, that the Sunday night situation was much 
affected by the absence of the regular 39-week radio comics. 








Commersh Radio Shows May Partially 
Solve Army Entertamment Problem 


War Dept., extremely jittery about 
any type of commercialism in camps, 
is slated to make a pronouncement 
of policy this week on suggestion 
ot several advertising agencies that 
the Army entertainment problem be 
at least partially solved by per- 
mitting sponsored shows for soldiers. 
Reps of 11 of the country’s top 
agencies met with War Dept. execs 
On the proposal last week. 

Initial meeting was a mere ex- 
ploration of the ground following the 
which a couple of the 
have been making repeat- 

months. Conclave was 


suggestion 
agencies 
edly for 


called at the instigation of the War | 


Dept. to learn’ what the agencies 
actually had in mind. Number of 
tin hats proved to be very mild about 
the whole idea, while others were 
quite enthusiastic. 

Agency reps explained that they 
had not taken the matter up with 
their clients and wouldn’t do so 
until the Army assured 

(Continued on page 62) 


Tommy Kilpatrick Has 
A Meal Ticket, and It’s 


them it! 


+ 





‘Demo Chiefs Want 





All in Black and White 


Tommy Kilpatrick, young producer 
who started the season as company 
manager of “‘Two-Story House,’ vis- 





How to Get Rich 





Statistics on Ernest Heming- 
way belie the author-in-the-gar- 
ret legend, based on ‘Bell Tolls’ 
alone. It’s figured that the one 
book realized $250,000 for the 
author, and his other wriiings 
bring his 1941 take to $300,000, 
which is a tycoon’s stipend in 
any industry. 

Paramount paid $150,000 for 
‘Bells.’ *This, plus a 20c royalty 
per book on some 500,000 copies, 
adds up to 250G. Normal royalty 
is 15c. on books. 








Bromfield to Run For 
Governorship of Ohio’ 





Cleveland, Sept. 16. 
Energy of Louis Bromfield, Ohio 
author, who is now throwing his 
new felt into the political ring, has 
localites wondering how he does it. 
Bromfield’s current schedule of ac- 
tivities includes (1) polishing a film 
version of Hemingway’s ‘For Whom 





faction-ridden Ohio Democrats 


the Bell Tolls’ for Par; (2) writing 
|}a magazine serial; (3) outlining a 
new novel as well as a play he has | 
in mind, and (4) making 40 speeches | 
Since the first of the year for the | 


ited his sister in North Carolina some | 


months ago and came back with a 
meal ticket; in fact, two of ’em. Local 
authorities, the colored population— 
and the father—were in an uproar 
(Continued on page 46) 





BEA LILLIE EXPECTED 
IN N. Y. MOMENTARILY 


Beatrice Lillie, due in New York 
by clipper from London last week, 
only to lose her priority reservation 
by deferring to a British government 
official, is expected in Gotham mo- 
mentarily, but won't plane from 
London to Lisbon until her Portu- 
gal-to-America plane reservation is 
assured. She'll be in the States two 
months, will not accept any show. 
but may do nitery engagements, the 
Proceeds going to the British War 
Relief, 


She then returns to her war work 
in England. 





A thorough-going Democrat, he 


has become so prominent politically | 
as the result of his speeches that | 
there is a strong move to enter him 
as a dark-horse candidate in the 


state’s 1941 gubernatorial elections. 
Bromfield says he is too busy with 
Hollywood assignments to be a gov- 
ernor, but he told Democratic big- 
shots he would like to be Secretary 
of Agriculture some time. Dems are 
trying to win him over by pointing | 
that the governorship of Ohio might 
(Continued on page 46) 





Margaret Matzenauer 


In Comeback Try at 65 


Margaret Matzenauer, 65-year-old 
contralto who for over a score of | 
years was one of the top ranking | 








singers at the Met, will attempt a 
comeback in November. 


|who go 
| 


| showman. 
| sibilities 





SATURDAY'S KIDS 
HYPO WEEKENDS 


36-Hour Film Grinds for De- 
fense Towns—Other All- 
Night Entertainments 
Grow — Coast’s 24-Hour 
Cinema—3 a.m. Radio Re- 
broadcast for Chrysler 








CAFES RUN OUT OF BEER 


—_—a— 


Detroit, Sept. 16. 

Not since prohibition’s demise and 
hard times jointly ushered in the 
subdued—more or  less—Saturday 
night has that evening acted like its 
old-fashioned self. But the defense 
workers, with their easier-money, 
full payrolis, are reviving the tra- 
ditional Sabbath eve frolic. All- 
night films and radio programs, 
ropes up in cafes, and beer joints 
that actually run dry during the 
night all are symptoms. 

Another factor has been noted be- 
fore: people want and need to get | 
away from their worries and from | 
the spectre of a world that doesn’t 





know when it may free itself of 
standing armies and staggering 
taxes. 

Right here in Detroit is a good 


place to observe workers getting 
away from it all. 

It’s the big night out 
workers in the 
underground 
(Continued on 


1941 ‘Follies’ May | 
Include Former 


Liegteld Stars 


again for the 
munitions industry 
for six 


page 27) 


days 





This season’s ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ may 
sparkle with a number of the stars 
who appeared in that seasonal re- 
vue as presented by the late Flo 


Ziegfeld, according to word emanat- 
ing from Billie Burke, widow of the 

Those mentioned as pos- 
are W. C. Fields, Jimmy 
Durante, Fannie Brice, Ruth Etting | 
and Walter Catlett. Broadway is | 
doubtful that such a cast lineup 
would be feasible because of the | 
salary nut. 

For some seascns the Shuberts 
have produced ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ and 
more recently Miss Burke _ has 
been billed as presenter, but other | 
than using her name she did not | 
participate, so far as known. Miss 





Martinelli as the Singing Impresario 





Of Chi Opera While Still With Met 


Swami Fishell 





Dick Fishell has come out of 
summer hibernation, sniffed the 
pigskin, and again calls the 
gridiron winners (?) for VARIETY 
starting next week. This makes 
the fifth seasonal seance by 
Fishell for this rag, among his 
other multitudinous duties. 

The ex-Syracuse U. and pro 
gridder, now sports. director 
for WHN, New York, broad- 
casts college and pro games, a 
nightly sports review, hockey 
games, track meets and golf 
matches. In between he will 
call the shots for Varisry start- 
ing with the Sept. 27 openers. 





ere 





Furriers, Jewelers Like 
Gimmie Idea in Lyrics 





Of ‘Daddy’; Many Tieups| 
| 


Manufacturers of various novelty | 
articles and clothing plus growers of ; 
several different kinds of food are| 


having a field day currently, tying | 





up advertising campaigns with re- 


to be released by name bands. Out- 
the list is the way all 
kinds of clothing and novelty dis- 
have used Sammy Kaye’s | 
‘Daddy’ to hook up with campaigns | 
on furs, jewelery, etc., which are} 


standing on 


| 
cordings that have been or are about | 
| 


pensers 


Giovanni Martinelli, tenor of the 
Metropolitan Opera, is to become the 
artistic director of the Chicago 
Opera this winter in an ambitious 
attempt of the board of directors to 
restore the company to the prestige 
it enjoyed years ago before the late 
utilities magnate, Samuel Insull, ap- 
plied Insull methods. Fortune Gallo 
will remain with the Chicago Opera 
as general manager. 

Martinelli as the artistic director 
becomes that rare article— a singing 
impresario. It is hoped that in ad- 
dition to his experience, showman- 
ship and musicianship his presence 
will finally end much of the society 
clique bickering and civic defeatism 
that has hurt opera in Chicago for 
years 

Martinelli’s appointment will be 
confirmed this week in Chicago by 
the Opera board after a number of 
conferences between himself, Ed- 
ward Johnson, managing director 
of the Metropolitan; Gaetano Merola, 
general manager of the San Fran- 
cisco and Los Angeles opera com- 
panies and others. A complete 
harmony would thus exist between 

(Continued on page 29) 


WOR Wants Assurances 
Lindbergh Won't Repeat 
Anti-Semitic Cracks 


WOR, New York outlet for the 


mentioned in the lyric of the tune. Mutual Network, last week received 


Les Brown has an arrangement | 
with Wheaties whereby his record of | 
‘Joltin’ Joe DeMaggio’ will be used 
on various baseball play-by-play | 
broadcasts remaining that are spon- 


sored by Wheaties. Record carries 
the line ‘It’s a case of Wheaties’ to 
signify a home-run by DiMag, 
around whose 56-game hitting streak 
the tune is built Horace He 
record of ‘I'm a Little Teapot . 
hooked up with Lipton’s Tea, which 
is distributing pictures of Heidt to 
yuyers of the record who mail in a 
( on that comes with the platter, 
along with a tea box-top. 


Latest is an offer by a Hirlihy | 
Milk Co. of Massachusetts, which 
heard Johnny Long do a tune called | 
‘Here Comes the Milkman’ over NBC 
sustaining and inquired if the tune | 
had been- recorded. 








Bing Crosby Decides He’s 
No ‘Rigoletto’ Crooner 


Bing Crosby, after a week’s work, 
has declined with thanks an offer 
by his friend Gaetano Merola, im- 





a large number of protests against 
the anti-Semitic sentiments ex- 
pressed by Charles A. Lindbergh in 
his speech from Des Moines. Mutual 
was also the recipient of wires and 
telephone call WOR as a result 
of the incident let it be known 
- ibergh dr p the - 
to hin As a further pre- 
station will demand an 

advance copy of his speech. 

Mutual management ha taken 
the position that it has no choice in 
uch situations but to put on both 
ides and that it will be up to tke 


(Continued on page 29) 





OHIO ‘NITERY’ CATERS 
TO KIDS FROM 6 TO 13 


Youngstown, O., Sept. 16. 

‘Soda Dance Club,’ liquorless 
nitery catering exclusively to the 
school crowd, had its official opening 
Friday (12) in the new dance stu- 
dios operated by Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Kotheimer in downtown Youngs- 
town. Club is being operated three 





Burke received royalty for the use | presario of the San Francisco Opera | nights a week, Friday, Saturday and 


of the Ziegfeld name, but trustees | 
for his estate claimed a share, and | 
the matter was finally cleared up. | 

Ziegfeld died broke, and around | 


Co., to sing ‘Rigoletto’ with that 


company. 


Sunday, with a matinee on Sunday 


for kids from six to 13. The Five 


The pop baritone took Merola at} Troubadours provide the music. 


his word and worked hard on the 


Has booked a concert for herself | $500,000 in claims against his estate |Italian role before deciding it just 


at Town Hall. 


| will probably never be paid. 


| was not his field 


| 
i 


Spot seats more than 100 persons. 
Bar serves sandwiches, soft drinks, 


ice cream sodas and milk 
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Hedda’s Legion Queening in M'w'kee 
Splits Billing With Lolly’s Fete in Ill. 





By HARRY E. BILLINGS 
Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 
With Hedda Hopper queening 
over the huge American Legion con- 
vention here, and her columnist | 
rival, Luella O. Parsons, the cenire | 
ef ‘Louella Parsons Day’ festivities 
in Dixon, IL, a flock of Hollywood | 
stars who flew into this area Sunday 
(14) were split into two camps. | 
Others who had been expected at 
one celebration or the other diplo- 

matically remained on the Coast. 
Bob Hope, Jerry Colonna and Joe 
FE. Brown played the game both 
ways, going to Dixon on Sunday for 
the preliminaries of the Parsons fete, 
then flying to Milwaukee yesterday 
(Monday) to play their advertised 

part in the Legionnaires’ funfest. 
Darryl] Zanuck, of 20th-Fox, flew 
east with the picture crowd, coming 
right on to Milwaukee where he 
spoke before the opening session of 
the Legion convention yesterday 
(Monday) on “The Motion Picture 
Industry’s Contribution to National 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


‘ Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
All washed up with his directorial 
chores on ‘The Corsican Brothers’ 
for Edward Small, Gregory Ratoff 
shoved off for New York to huddle 
with Mayor Fiorello La Guardia. 


j 

F. D. R.’s 72.5% C. A. B. | Future plans call for the produc- 
| | tion of pictures at the Astoria Stu- 
| dios on Long Island. 


Hayden Blames 
News Story For 


Par Wrangling 

















President Roosevelt last Thurs- 
day night (11) not only broke 
his own radio audience record 
but established an all-time new 
high for the percentage on 
number of setowners listening to 
a person or program. The Co- 
operative Analysis of Broadcast- 
ing reported that 72.5% setown- 
ers interviewed stated that they 
had heard the President’s speech 
in which he announced what ac- 
tion the U. S. Navy would take 
against any Nazi war vessels 





found in American’ defense 
waters, 

: , That powder taken by Para- 
The get Re sn TE 7 mount’s Stirling Hayden can _ be 
ee eee ee — Ror blamed on a newspaper story. So 


said Hayden himself, hot-winging it 
into New York’s LaGuardia Field 
Sunday (14) from his Hollywood 
' walkout to a Boston visit with his 
mother. 

‘It isn’t exactly true that I have 


was 45.5%. In his last campaign 
addresses he got an average of 
37.4%. 











Defense.’ Hedda Hopper at the same 
hour spoke before the Legion Auxil- 
iary, leter in the day did her regu- 
lar CBS Monday broadcast from 
Mayor Carl F. Zeidler’s office in the 
city hall because WISN, local CBS 
outlet, was unable to accommodate 
the crowd of fans and autograph 
seekers. Besides having place of 
honor in today’s (Tuesday's) big pa- 
rade, Miss Hopper is making a per- 
sonal appearance tonight in the Fox 
Wisconsin theatre. 
Other Celebs 

Other Hollywood celebs taking 
part in the Legion fun included 
Carole Landis, heading the Wisconsin 
delegation in the big parade; Jane 
Withers, heading the Atlanta. Ga., 
delegation; Laurel and Hardy, Evelyn 
Keyes and Anne Shirley. Bob Hope, 


a 
a 


LOIS MORAN MAY TRY 
COMEBACK VIA LEGIT 


Lois Moran, former picture star, 
may do a Broadway play as part of 
her comeback. 

She is the wife of the Panama- 
Pacific Airways prez, Clarence 
Young. 


any anti-Hollywood prejudice, but 
I can’t tell the whole story now,’ he 
said, cautious and cryptic. ‘It was a 
newspaper blurb, a misunderstand- 
ing with a reporter. If I say any- 
more now, it will get me in trouble 
as well as several people who have 
been very good to me since I've 
been in Hollywood.’ 


Ann Corie te Hollywood 


Another high spot in the week’s 
passing show at LaGuardia’s $40,- 
000,000 plane pasture was Ann 
| Corio’s grand exit Monday (15) for 
Into N. 7. Sivand Get. 17/* s° st the cinema. The oft- 
: . aS | Stripped Corio was escorted to her 
Sergeant York,’ now in its sixth /TWA Stratoliner by a group of en- 
week at the Hollywood, N.Y., at a/| thusiastic boys from Fort Monmouth, 
75-$1.10 scale, will have Phil Spit-|N. J., where she had just done her 
alny’s band with it on reaching the | bit towards bolstering national de- 
Strand on a pop grind in October. | fense morale with one of her oh-so- 








‘York’-Spitalny Band 





in addition to participating in vari- 
ous minor activities, m.c.d. Monday 
night at the National Legion Com- 
manders’ dinner to distinguished 
guests at the Hotel Schroeder. 
When the picture people landed at 
General Mitchell field, they were 


greeted by three Legion bands and | 
Mayor Zeidler, then were whisked 


around the city in official motor 
cars. 

The Parsons festivities in Dixon, 
lll., her home town, began in an in- 
formel way on Sunday, with Mon- 
day the big day, and the commenta- 
tor the centre of everything—recep- 
tion, dinner, parade and world preem 
of ‘International Squadron,’ followed 


by a erand ball at midnight. with 


Miss Parsons and Ronald Reagan | 


leading the grand march. Other 
stars at the Dixon celebration in- 
cluded George Montgomery, Ann 
Rutherford, Bebe Daniels and Ben 
Lyon, while the report went round 
that all of them, including the col- 
umnist, would take off today (Tues- 
day) for Milwaukee to at least get 
in on the tail end of the Legion fun- 
fest. 





GUARANTEED FATIGUE 


It’s Job as Emcee at Brewery Dis- 
pensing Free Beer to Legion 








Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 

Charley La Force, program direc- 
tor and chief announcer for WEMP, 
picked the current week for his vaca- 
tion so he could escape all the grief 
that goes with covering the American 
Legion convention now in 
here. Then he was lured into taking 
a job for the duration of the Legion- 
aires’ confab as master of ceremonies 
at the Schlitz brewery, which 


holding open house for the visitors, | 


session | 


is | 





and which as a centre of mob ac-} 
tivity would be hard to duplicate, | 
with the suds flowing free day andj 
night. 

La Force, a licensed pilot, will fly | 
to San Diego, Calif., the end of the 
week for rest and recuperation. 


Stander’s Dual Legiter 


Lionel Stander, who is in the cast | 
of Eddie Cantor’s forthcoming ‘Banjo | 
Eyes,’ stage musical, will sceduna | 
a legit show on his own this season, ! 
coincidentally, labeled ‘Murder. Inc.’ 
Bern Bernard, who backed ‘Native 
Son’ last season, is putting up the 
coin for the Stander venture. 
Stander had 8% of ‘Son’ for his work 
in bringing the various parties to- 
gether. 

He has already started casting, 
headquartering at the William Mor- 











Spitalny has been set for three | personal appearances. 
weeks and options to open with| Clippering in from Lisbon, Vin- 
‘York,’ one of WB's high-budget| cent Sheean brought doleful news 
films, on Oct. 17. that Britain might have to curtail 
It is seldom that a top-price band | air attacks on Germany. Reason: 
| such as Spitalny’s is spotted with a | heavy bomber and pilot losses dur- 
|picture of the accepted bigness of|ing August. Same flying boat 
‘York.’ Prices will not be increased | brought in R. McCulloch Dick, pub- 
on the Strand run, it is understood. | lisher and editor of The Philippines 
When ‘York’ goes out of the Holly- | Free Press, Manila weekly. 
wood, the theatre will be altered in| Sunday was all-star day for a 
preparation for the Eddie Cantor | huge gross of rubberneckers on the 
musical, ‘Banjo Eyes.’ Prior to go-| observation deck. In addition to 
ing into the Hollywood ‘York’ was| Hayden, they were treated to 
at the Astor on a two-a-day basis | glimpses of Ben Lyon and Bebe Dan- 














| for six weeks at $2 top. iels boarding a Stratoliner for Chi- 
cago; Martha Stephenson Kemp 
e ° 9 Mature leaving the American way 
This Time It Ain t Funny for LA, and Al Jolson planing from 
Boston. 
Jessie Matthews, English musical 
| Los Angeles, Sept. 16. comedy star, on Wednesday (10) 
Oliver Hardy is being paged by | went to the Coast on American while 
Uncle Sam’s revenuers for $96,000, | Alexander Korda chose the sTW Ato- 
claimed as unpaid income taxes from | liner route to take him back to cam- 
1934 to 1937. | eraland. 
| Other picture names on the list} Arrivals included George Raft, 
}are Victor MacLaglen, $6,113; Raoul Harry Hamm (Selznick), Mrs. Henry 
Walsh, $1,578; Peter Lorre, $1,378;| Busse and William L. Shirer, whose 
|and Travis Banton, $1,112, all for| fim advisory work in Hollywood has 
| 1940. l kept him hopping back and forth. 














ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


‘What this country needs is more ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
do magnificently in rescuing you from tedium.’ 


—Laura Lee in Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. 





ris office. 


UNIVERSAL PICTURES—CHASE & SANBORN HOUR, NBC-RED 
Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 


—————- 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


PRESETS ECEFOS 





a i i 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Read in Variery where ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ is breaking records all 
over the country, and it isn’t because they're putting icecream in the 
dishes they are giving away. 

Have been working hard on my new picture, ‘Rise and Shine,’ for the 
past 16 days. Am wearing a new kind of makeup for my love scenes 
with Linda Darnell—it’s called ‘Dutch Cleanser No. 4,’ and it’s for that 
cleancut look. 


Mark Hellinger, the producer, is still padding my part—he just added a 
yawn to my dialog. 

Found out why George Olsen hasn't been around these parts lately— 
Don Ameche is using his teeth. 

Broadway Department 

The Gay White Way: For every light on Broadway a friendship has 
been short-circuited 

Three of Lindy’s herring are beaming from head to tail—Lindy has just 
promoted them to sturgeons. 

Now that the strawhat season is over, 2,000 cows are giving thanks they 
no longer have to share their stalls with actors, 


Holly woodiana 

Went to my first Hollywood party. It was very formal—the men wore 
studs in their sweatshirts and the women came dressed in strapless slacks, 

Now that Alice Faye is going to kave a baby, Phil Harris is settling 
down and raising a little bantam corn. 

There’s a certain actress in Hollywood who has been married so many 
times the marriage license bureau opened a branch office in her home. 

Saw a new kind of western picture the other night. The hero couldn't 
sing, couldn’t shoot a man at 50 paces, and didn’t know a shortcut to head 
off the villain. 

News flash! Maxie Rosenbloom’s 


wife is knitting little garments— 
for his cauliflower ear. 


(From the picture, ‘When Winter Comes.’) 

Music Department 

Do you think BMI sheet music makes good wrappers for sandwiches? 

Bob Crosby (The Ballantine Valentine) is very absent-minded these 
days. He tried to pay his new car off in kalf-notes. 

Guy Kibbe has a startling idea. He’s forming an orchestra composed 
of 40 bald musicians, and they'll play nothing but long-haired music. 

Radio Department 

My first Ballantine Ale broadcast got off to a great start. The studio 
audience kept laughing and laughing at my jokes. Of course, the ma- 
chine guns the ushers had trained on them had nothing to do with it. 

There’s a pharmaceutical program going on the air to be called, ‘The 
Good Pill Court.’ 

There's No Truth to the Rumor 

That at a recent baseball game, Congressman Dies was seen rooting 
for the Reds..,.That Tommy Manville put an ad in the paper for three 
That Humphrey Bogart’s hobby is collecting butterfly 
specimens....That Bob Hope is renting his nose out to ‘Sun Valley’ for 
a ski slide....That Abbott and Costello will only make 50 pictures this 
year. 


Hangnail Descriptions 


Broadway: Wide street with a narrow mind . - Peter Lorre: Cheerful 

Little Fearful . . . Benny Fields: I'll Be With You in Blossom Seely Time 

- Howard and Shelton: Pun-handers . . Hollywood: Out-stretched 
palms with trees to match. 


Observation Department ® 

Went to the Hollywood Legion Stadium to see the wrestling .matches. 
One of the wrestlers put on such a terrific bit of acting, Spencer Tracy 
gave him one of his ‘Oscars.’ 

Saw 20,000 people out at Delmar racetrack to see the horses run. I'll 
bet if those 20,000 people ran around the track, not one horse would come 
to see them run, 

Eavesdropped at Silver Screen: ‘He’s got the world on a string—a shoe- 
string.’ 

Eavesdropped at Cafe Society: ‘The only charms about her are on her 
bracelet.’ 

Eavesdropped at Pirate’s Den: ‘She’s been a grass widow so often she 
gets marriage proposals from lawnmowers.’ 

My brother (the Low-Man-on-a-Totem-Pole) will amaze the world with 


his latest invention—he’s invented a process to barbecue the ribs on 
umbrellas. 


Whatever Became of ? 


Page & Shaw 
Freeman & Morton 
Ella Shields 
Afterpiece 
Hollywood is a place where the greatest acting is done by so-called 
friends protesting friendship. 


Faber & Bernet 
Guy Voyer & Co. 
Lee Morse 





Film Moppets Must Go to School Like 
Any Other Kids; Private Teachers for 30 


GROUCHO EAST TO SET | ....... .. 
OWN (KRASNA) PLA 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 








Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
lls rang out last Wednes- 
_day (10) for some 30-odd film chil- 
| dren, who enjoy the benefits of stu- 
| dio contracts, as the State of Cali- 
|fornia called its thousands of kids 





play’s chances on Broadway and for 
films that he’s said to have turned 
down a 26-week radio deal from 
the J. Walter Thompson ad agency. 





RITZ BROS.’ TOUR 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Ritz Bros. go to New York later 
this week for a personals tour. 


May stay out four or five weeks in 
all. 





P. G. SMITH NOW PRODUCER 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Paul Gerard Smith, recently 
hoisted from a writer to a director- 
writer berth at Warners, climbed 
another notch to associate producer. 
Currently he is studying scripts 
for future assignments. 





Groucho Marx leaves for New |° School age back to the modern ver- 
P 5 ¢ | sj c . ac 

York Friday (19) to consult with faeries ogy cepa ty bin 
George S. Kaufman on producing} ~‘ rises s . ao 
‘The Middle Ages.’ ocular he and | Pets plunged into their studies with 
Norman Krasna authored Marx | the same lack of enthusiasm reg- 
would be starred : istered by every other kid back un- 
Marz is so enthused over the der educational supervision after 


three months of freedom. 

A youngster may be earning thous- 
ands of film dollars weekly but un- 
less past the age of 18 years, or with 
enough high school credits to escape 
the state’s laws about book learning, 
he must knuckle down to the ABC’s 
the same as any other child. 

Susanna Foster, a young miss of 
17 years and an agile mind, couldn't 
escape another season of tutoring 
at Paramount, all because she was 
shy a few credits. Her classmates 
will be Betty Brewer, 14, Dolly 
|Loehr, 15, and Jean Wallace, 17, 
} without a single boy to share the 
jlessons. Carolyn Lee, 6, will also 
| find herself behind a studio school 
|desk under the eagle eye of Rachel 
Smith, Paramount’s schoolmarm, 

(Continued on page 27) 
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FUN-AND-CULTURE PARDS 





+ 


Tibbett, With Beecham Conducting, 


Opens Name-Studded Ford Concerts 





. 4 


The Ford Winter hour gets under 
way on Sept. 28 with Lawrence Tib- 


bett as soloist under Sir Thomas 
Beecham. Tibbett gets $5,000 for his 
appearance. 


Other dates set so far are Dorothy 
Maynor, Oct. 5 at $2,000, Josef Hof- 
mann, Oct. 19 at $6,000, Kirsten 
Thorborg, Oct. 12 at $2,000, Helen 
Traubel, Oct. 26 and Feb. 1 at $2,506 
each Joseph Szigeti, Nov. 2, at! 
$2,000, Rose Bampton, Nov. 9, at 
$1,750, Tibbett again on Nov. 16 at 
$5,000, Lily Pons, Nov. 23 at $5,000, 
and Helen Jepson, Nov. 30 at $2,000. 

Conductors are Beecham on Sept. 
28 and Oct. 5 Wilfred Pelletier on 
Oct. 12 and Nov. 16, George Szell, 
Oct. 26 and Nov. 2, Eugene Ormandy, 
Nov. 23, Nov. 30 and Dec. 7, Jose 
Iturbi, Oct. 19 and Nov. 9 and Rei- 
nald Stewart, Dec. 14 and Dec. 21. 


Blackstone’s Wife Asks 
Divorce; Cites Threat To 
Toss Her Seven Stories 


Detroit, Sept. 16. 

Now it’s Mrs. Harry Blackstone 
who's going to do the sawing-in-two 
act. 

Wife of the magician has filed suit | 
for divorce in the Centerville (Mich.) 

circuit court, claiming that although | 
she played stooge for the act for 
years she didn't like his threat (un- | 
billed) of tossing her through a 
seventh-story hotel window. 

The former Mildred Rose Phinney | 
toured with Blackstone’s magic act | 
as assistant for two years before 
their marriage in 1933. She said he | 
had ‘sawed’ her in two thousands of | 
times, had ‘cut off’ her head hun-! 
dreds of times, but when he said he} 
would toss her out of the hotel win- | 
dow in Lima, O., ‘for wanting to visit | 
her mother between bookings,’ she | 
felt the trick wouldn't come off. 











Hollywood Discovermg 
Kruger as s Comedian 


San Fr ncisco,; Sept. 16. 
Henry Duffy is goed his own 
private laugh on Hollywood as a 


result of Otto Kruger’s clicko in the 
current Alcazar attraction, ‘The 
Male Animal.’ Typed frequently 
a heavy on the screen, Kruger 

apparently been overlooked by 

film capital as a comedy bet. 

Hollywoodites catching the 

ber-Nugent comedy here are 
busy ‘discovering’ Kruger’s flair 
wiggle-getting. 


as 
has 
the 


Thur- 
now 
for 


Beware of Spies 


There’s seeming caution 
booking the Latin type of song-and- 
dance act into or near army camps, 
according to unofficial grapevine. 

One or two imports from the con- 
Zarhumba belt were suspected as 
possibly having more than thespic 
interest in playing 
although from 
country. 


neutral 
Falangist ties to 


a technically 
However, 


relatives in fascist Spain were sus- | 


pected. 





Taylor’s Mesquiter 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Will James, writer, 
to Metro an original yarn, ‘Saga of | 
an American Cowboy.’ Robert Tay- 
lor has already been scheduled for | 
the starring role. 
Tale is te be published by Scrib- | 
ners. 


ANN CORIO’S SARONGER 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 


Dorothy Lamour will get some 


competition when Ann Corio, bur- | 


ley stripper, peels down to a sarong 
in her film debut. 

Miss Corio will have a dramatic 
role in ‘Swamp Woman,’ 
mer Clifton directs for 
teleasing Corp. 


Producers 


about | 


has delivered | 


which El-| 


H’wood Heavies Just 
Softies at Heart; Join 
Up to Tell the World 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Hollywood heavies have organized 





\ for self-defense, the Society of Cin- 


ema Knaves—SOCKS for = short. 
Idea is to publicize film villains as 
reputable citizens, loving husbands 
and gentile parents in their non- 
working hours. 

Charter members are: Edward Ar- 
nold, Charles Bickford, Humphrey 
Bogart, Ward Bond, Bruce Cabot, 
James Cagney, Joseph Calleia, John 
Carradine, Edward Ciannelli, Bro- 
derick Crawford, Albert Dekker, 
Brian Donlevy, Joe Downing, Carl 
Esmond, Porter Hall, Boris Karloff, 
Jack LaRue, Marc Lawrence, Charles 
Laughton, Sheldon Leonard, Peter 
Lorre, Bela Lugosi, Victor McLaglen, 
Barton MacLane, Noel Madison, J. 
Carrol Naish, Lloyd Nolan, Anthony 
Quinn, George Raft, Basil Rathbone, 
Edward G. Robinson, George San- 
ders, Lionel Stander, George Tobias, 
Conrad Veidt and Erich von Stro- 
heim. 






LAZARUS IN N. Y. FOR 
PLAY, DRAMATISTS SUIT 


Play did three weeks in Frisco after 
a Santa Barbara break-in. 
contends that concessions have been 
|made on this premise but his re- 
|quest for disposition was refused. 
He finally accepted $4,500 from Co- 
lumbia for the play and is suing 
the Guild for the difference, $25,- 
500 


Who Said 7 P.M. Curfew? 


Sept 
are getting 
gaso- 


near cantonments, | 


Atlantic 16. 
Atlantic City exhibs 
competish from—of all things 
line stations. 
| The Atlantic Refining stations, al- 
| though closed nights by the 7 p.m.- 
|? am. curfew, are featuring free 
pictures in their parking lots be- 
hind the service stations. The pro- 
| gram includes cartoons, shorts plus 
a commercial film ‘Flor ida Road 
| Test,’ plugging the company’s prod- 


uct. 


City, 








McRAE’S 30TH YEAR AT U 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 


Henry McRae, dean of Universal 
producers, signed a new producer 
| contract this week. McRae is start- 
ing his 30th consecutive year with 
Universal. 

All of Universal’s chapter 
the past 18 years have 


serials 
| in 


handled by McRae. 


Lazarus | 


| 
been | 


GALA WEEK PEPS 
P LOUISVILLE 


Two Local Dailies Organize 
Solid Week of Varied At- 
tractions Including Edgar 
Bergen, Sammy Kaye— 
Lots of Emphasis This 
Year Upon Latin-American 
Percentages 





FREE LECTURES 





By GEORGE WIEDERHOLD 
Louisville, Sept. 16. 
A full week of entertainment and 
cultural events, including several 
free lectures by famous personages, 


is the unique showmanly enterprise 
of two Louisville newspapers, the 
Courier-Journal and Times, to put 
this city into the consciousness and 
on the lips of the Kentucky-Indiana 
trading area. The fifth annual re- 


peat of the big entertainment round- 
up begins this year on Oct. 5. 

It is expected to bring thousands 
of visitors into Louisville. 





Nearly 


Sime 


and auditorium in 
ltown will be utilized to house the | 
attractions and the crowds. Al- 
—— there are free lectures | 

rtain other events such as art and | 
fewer exhibits most of the 
| entertainments charge an admission. 

Kentuckiana Institute, as it’s called, 


|every theatre 








+ 





Paul Muni, Kay Francis 
Start Dupont Policy Of 





MAY 19, 1873 — SEPT. 22, 1933 


|} with 


| the 


| will include five shows at cost, ad- 

mish set at $1.49 and 74c, and will 

be headed by Edgar Bergen and 
(Continued on page 18) 

Stage Sets So Simple It Keeps | 


Painters Out of Work 
Scenic Designers Union 
| efficiency, 
| Leve carries things too far. 
has haled him before it on charges 
that his sets for Maurice Evans’ 
‘Macbeth’ are too simple. They’re 
keeping painters in the union out of 
work, it is charged. 

Leve, who is a recruit from the 
Yiddish Art Theatre and the Fed- 
eral Theatre Project, is credited by 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Milton Lazarus left over the .week- 
end for New York to confer on a 
| Broadway staging for ‘The Sun 
Field’ based on an original by Hey- 
wood Broun, and to be on hand 
when his suit against the Dramatists | 
Guild opens next month. 

Action by Lazarus against the 
Guild is the result of its refusal to 
permit him to accept $30,000 from | 
Columbia for picture rights to his | 
stage play, ‘Every Man For Him- 
self.” Guild bylaws deny a play- 
wright the privilege to open for 
studio bids any show that hasn’t | 
had three weeks on Broadway. | 


admires | 
but in its estimation Sam | 


Union | ing of the 
| 


' 


Historic Adaptations 


NBC Symphony, Under Stokowski, May 
Be Put Up for Sponsorship on Blue 





NBC Symphony orchestra series on 
the Blue Network may be made 
available to sponsorship this fall. 
The Blue’s program and sales de- 
partments are mulling the building 


| : 
of an idea around the program so as 


DuPont's ‘Cavaleade of America’ | 
has Paul Muni and Kay Francis set | Mercial prospects and then figuring 


_out for how much the hour and the 


for the Oct. 6 and 13 programs, 
spectively, and is working on a 
couple broadcasts from Hollywood, 
Latter two would be tieups on forth- 


re- 


Heaven.’ 

The extracts from the RKO pic- | 
ture would be re-enacted by Wal- 
ter Huston and Edward Arnold, 
while ‘Heayen’ would bring Fredric 
March and Olivia de Havilland to 
the mike. 





BOLES’ COMEBACK 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
After three years off the screen, 
John Boles is returning 
gram’s ‘Boy O’Mine.’ 
He will have a singing role. 









[RISE STEVENS IN MET 
OP AND FILM SAME NITE 





The 
the 
publicity agreement whereby the 
Met will open its season on Monday, 
Nov. 24, presenting ‘Nozze di Figaro,’ 
with Rise Stevens in the cast 
Ezio Pinza, Salvatore’  Baccaloni, 
Bidu Sayao, and Elisabeth Rethberg, 
Bruno Walter conducting). 
Metro will shift the opening date of 
Capitol theatre to Monday, and 
show ‘The Chocolate Soldier’ with ; 
Miss Stevens and Nelson Eddy. 

Capitol will premiere pic at 8:15, 
when the curtain rises on the open- 
Met season. 


Metropolitan Opera Co. and 


Salute to Laura Lee 


Fort Monmouth, N. J., Sept. 16. 
All-out battalion of star names put 


in an appearance at the weekly 
vaude show here last night (Mon- 
|} day). Turnout was in honor of Mrs. 
Laura Lee Payne (former Laura Lee 
of films), who was tendered a din- 
ner at this, the last show she is to 
stage at Monmouth Morale unit at 
the camp will handle the shows in 
the future. Mrs. Payne is now the 
wife of a businessman in nearby El- 
beron, N. J., and has been getting the 


| Evans with doing a model job on | 
the ‘Macbeth’ scenery. So compact 
and simple are the sets that 13 
changes fit into one truck for trans- 
porting 

That Leve knows how to design to | 
suit his union, too, however, Is eVl- 
dent from his sets for ‘The Distant 
| City.’ In contrast to the Evans’ play 
there will be only three changes but 
they will require two trucks to 
| move. Evans’ regular designer, David 
Ffoulks, is now in the RAF. 





All-Femme Maier: Band 


Probably 








the only colored pro- 


eigen. female dance band is now | 


Ballroom, 
composed of 15 pieces, oper- 
the ‘International Sweet- 
of Rhythm.’ It’s led by 


at the Savoy 
| Outfit, 
ates as 
hearts 


chaperoned by a Mrs. Jones. 

Group got started when its mem- 
bers were students at Piney Woods 
School, Piney, Miss., and has been 
playing through the south the past 
summer. It covers one-nighters in 
its own bus. ‘International’ angle of 
| the title comes in because some 
members hail from various places, 
| Haiti, southern U. S., Cuba, etc. 





New York. 





performers and putting on the shows 
for weeks. 
Those on 
night 
Stander, 


hand to entertain last | 
include. Berry Bros., Lionel 
Radio Rogues, Jackie Miles, 
Reynolds Skaters, Yvette, Harold 
Stern, Cardini, Christinis, Nelson 
and Hart, Bob Ewans, Arlyne Chan- 
ler, Arren and Broderick. 











|S. A. Saxist in Male Band 


Evelyn McGee and supervised and | 


|Manhattan Center, 


Will Hudson-Eddie Delange band, 
which played its fifst date at the 
N.Y:, Saturday 
(13) uses a girl as a regular mem- 
ber of its sax section. She’s just 
known as Lana, and led a girl band 
of her own for about two years. 

Hudson-Delange play their first 
date of any length at the Mansions, 
Youngstown, O., opening Sept. 23 





for two weeks 


in Mono- | 


| basis. 
| that this series, 
|ning for three years, 
| 


coming film releases, RKO’s ‘All | 
That Money Can Buy’ (original 
title ‘The Devil and Daniel Webster’) | 
and Warner Bros.’ ‘One Foot In 


to make it more attractive to com- 


program could be sold on a package 
It would make the first time 
which has been run- 
has had other 


than a_ strictly NBC-institutional 
| motive. 
The symphony broadcasts move 





| 
i 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| workers 


|; new type of intimate revue, 
| Letter,’ 
}4is to recruit the cast entirely from 


'from Saturday into the Tuesday 


| 9:30-10:30 stretch Oct. 7 but Leopold 


Stokowski doesn’t begin his baton- 
ing assignment until Nov. 4. NBC 
realized that while Arturo Toscanini 
was on the series its hands were 
completely tied as far as doing any- 
thing that might make the programs 
saleable. 

It is figured that Stokowski will be 
more amenable to working with the 
network along commercial lines. 


Office Workers Would 
Be Recruited in N. Y. 


For Intimate Revue 





Jack Curtis, with Harry Bestry as 
co-producer and Emil Friedlander 
(Dazian’s) as backer, will present a 
‘Take a 
on Broadway this fall. Idea 


the ranks of male and female office 


in New York, and thus 
|make something of a ‘Pins and 


Loew circuit have entered into a | 


(plus | 


1| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Needles,’ whose cast was taken from 
the garment workers. 

Curtis plans going into rehearsal 
at the end of this month and will 
scale the show at $1.50 top, the low 
admission price made possible by 
the revue’s probable low nut. con- 
sidering none in the cast will get 
over Equity’s $50 minimum. 
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H’WOOD BEING TAKEN FOR A ONE-WAY 


SLEIGHRIDE, BUT ITS BUMPY FOR ALL 


Clark-Nye-Wheeler in the 


— 


Driver’s Seat Feeling the. 


Hurdles a Bit Too—Looks to Go On ’n’ On—Mc- 


Farland Heckles Isolationists — Encores on the 


Same Allegations 


iachsaeaanennianeare +! 


Washington, Sept. 16. 
Senate ‘warmongering’ inquiry 
suspended Monday (15) for two 
days on account of the Ameri- 


can Legion convention. Re- 
sumes Thursday (18) with 
Nichelas M. Schenck the first 


industry witness. 

Harry M. Warner is booked for 
Monday (22) as next person for 
the going-over. 

Washington, Sept. 16. 

Probe of warmongering . 
against the film industry 1s shaping 
up as a sleighride for the producers, 
a one-way affair, but the drivers are 
getting a few bumps. End is = 
visible, with expert opinion predict- 
ing the Senate Interstate Coerre 
crowd will keep on for severa 
SS four, days of oratory, it now 
is apparent the subcommittee, head- 
ed by Senator D. Worth | Clark, 
Idaho Democrat and riproaring iso- 
lationist, is out to get the major pro- 
ducers one way Or another. Sec- 
ond-hand, hearsay information 1s 
‘evidence. Suspicions of the anti- 
war solons are polished up and re- 
garded as facts. And anybody who 
questions the right of the probers to 
pursue the witchhunt is liable to 
find himself on the receiving end of 
a subpoena. Or at least tarred via 


the daily press versions to the point | 


where there's little to be gained by 
asking a chance to refute what is in 
the record. 

Senatorial prowlers showed sev- 
eral signs Monday (15) of taking de- 
tours, with Chairman Clark burned 
over treatment afforded by the press, 
particularly columnists who have 
been driving home the unprece- 
dented nature of the inquiry, still 
lacking formal Senate approval. The 
Idaho lawmaker suffered from night- 
mares about a ‘conspiracy to smear 
him and his associates. Senator 
Charles W. Tobey, New Hampshire 
Republican, shares his lust for news- 
paper blood. Frequently in the 
brief time the probe has been in 
progress they've served notice— 
backed up by one subpoena—that 
‘the press can’t do this’ to a Senate 
subcommittee. 

Everything isn’t smooth going for 
the Isolationists, with Senator Ernest 
W. McFarland the surprise package. 


The Arizona Democrat, serving his 
first term, has proved extremely 
hard to squelch. Lying in wait for 


rock-throwing witnesses, he has 
helped develop some of the best 
copy of the sessions with pointed 


inquiries backed up by knowledge— 
or at least a pretty shrewd idea—of 
the real facts. He has been indus- 
trious in protesting the waste of 
time, with almost daily motions the 
solons quit hearing a lot of shop- 
worn suspicions and_ speculation. 
McFarland wants to see the pictures, 
obviously convinced nobody but a 
person determined to see something 
under the bed would find anything 
to get excited about. Most deadly 
other arrows in his quiver are pene- 
trating questions what the witnesses 
think Congress ought to do and how 


propaganda— if practiced by film- 
makers—can be eradicated without 
violating the principles of free 


speech. 
Fidler Fiddles, Fisher Fishes 


Even Isolationists were apologetic | 


after the first session this week, 
when Jimmie Fidler retailed his 
troubles with the majors and George 
Fisher echoed a weak ‘me, too.’ 
Neither of the vendors in Holly- 
wood gossip and rumor even came 
close to giving the solons any steers 
toward the individuals responsible 
for the suspected warmongering 
campaign. Fidler was on the stand 
three hours Monday (15), mostly 
telling how he has been cuffed by 
producer representatives and then 
agreeing with Chairman Clark that 
several recent Hollywood features 
and British importations contain 
propaganda. Fisher was in the also- 
ran category. 

But Fisher deftly declined to let 
the isolationists put words in his 
mouth and sparred several times 
with both Tobey and Clark. He 
came off the stage limping, though, 
after McFarland has pressed him and 


charges | 





| 


Tobey got too inquisitive trying to 
build up the case against the majors. 

In essence, Fisher's testimony was 
a long wail that producers have tried 
to gag him, with partial success as 
far as radio is concerned. The news- 
papers running his column have 
been adamant, he confessed, occasion- 


about the ‘stamina’ of the press in 
the face of Hollywood threats to hit 
the publishers in their pocketbooks. 
The lunges toward the press grew 
more belligerent this week. On Sat- 
| urday (13), after subpoenaing Wil- 
|liam R. Wilkerson, publisher of Hol- 
| lywood Reporter, for quizzing Oct. 6 
about the way he finds money to have 


jan elaborate staff cover the hearings, 








|Clark slapped at several columnists, | 


Tobey chimed in that the inquiry has 
just begun. Commenting that ‘this 
| just couldn’t have happened—it 
|smacks of a conspiracy,’ Clark ob- 
(Continued on page 24) 


Flynn, McFarland 
Parry Insults In 
Senate Comedy 


| 











Washington, Sept. 16. 
Audiences at the hearings—big- 
gest crowd was pulled by John T. 
bi-parti- 


Flynn—were_ confusingly 


san. Many Willkie admirers showed 
up, so that he was surrounded at 
each recess by average citizens 


wanting to shake the hand of the 
man who might have been Presi- 
dent, but the  isolationists also 
turned out in large numbers. Ap- 
plause was no index to the feelings, 
for both isolationists and interven- 
tionist remarks were cheered in 
about equal volume. 





Quite a flurry when Flynn started 
his testimony. 
writer to identify himself—'‘just so 
we can get acquainted’—with the 
remark, ‘I don’t know much about 
| you.’ .Flynn scored with his come- 
| back, ‘My name is in the paper as 
|often as that of the Senator from 
| Arizona.’ Solon led with his chin in 
| explaining he isn’t seeking publicity. 
Writer shot back: ‘How'd you get 
elected . . . hiding behind bushes?’ 

Laugh on Fidler 

Laugh was on Fidler when Senator 
| Tobey began trying to build up the 
charge that industry respresentatives 
| try to bribe scribblers and spielers. 
| Though he said he’d been offered 
large sums ‘many times’ to flatter 
particular pictures, Fidler could 
think of only one instance—and was 
| quite 
| time when he was reminded he'd 
| been given substantial remuneration 
for making a trailer and should show 











‘Is Willkie a mistake?’ has been 
|a frequent subject of debate during 
the past week in the industry and 
among the Washington press corps. 
While most observers in the film 
business were delighted with em- 
ployment of the 1940 Republican 
Standard-bearer as counsel for the 
industry, the capital newsmen were 
of the opinion that it was an error 
| because it added ten-fold to the pub- 
licity given the probe. 

That the correspondents had a 
point was well-evident from the 
Page one position and columns of 
Space most newspapers gave the 
story. Had Willkie not been in- 
jected into the picture to make it 
so much more newsworthy, the probe, 
it is generally agreed, would have 
landed on inside pages and with 





ing remarks from Chairman Clark | 


McFarland asked the | 


shadowy about that—plus the | 


Is Willkie a Mistake?” 


|Pros and Cons — His Own Press Statements Had | 
Value for Pix Biz—Over-Publicity? 





vv 


Flynn on Wanger 

Washington, Sept. 16. 

Though damned for turning 
out alleged warmongering films, 

Walter Wanger was indirectly 

credited with business acumen. 
| John T. Flynn seemed surprised 
to find out Wanger has produced 
only one of the asserted propa- 
ganda reels but commented ‘he 
has made more speeches than 
anybody.’ 

Reason why only one Wanger 
picture was on the list, Flynn 
suggested, is ‘he used his own 
money.’ 








'more gratitude. Then Senator Mc- 
Farland flustered him by observing 
there was nothing wrong, of course, 
with the suggestions he should 
praise, not pan, films—else he'd have 
reported to ‘the authorities.’ McFar- 

| land commented studio executives’ 

displeasure with unfriendly pieces 
was the same as ‘complaining about 
the umpire’s decision.’ 





{ 

| Who's Their Author? 

| Liveliest verbal tilts were between 
| Senator McFarland and Flynn. They 
| gave the crowd several laughs, but 
the exchanges were not all good- 
humored. As he ended questioning 
the writer, the Arizona Senator dis- 
| played boiling resentment in tell- 
|ing Flynn he’s proud to be just an 
average citizen and thinks he has as 
| much intelligence as anybody else. 
| iii 

McFarland drew a laugh with ref- 
one of Flynn's books, 
which he said ‘looks like it has a 
| lot of propaganda in it.’ Later when 
Flynn commented ‘you ought to see 


(Continued on page 25) 








erence to 


‘Sot York’ (Pic) Started 
| 22 Yrs. Ago, Long Before 
Hitler, Says Jesse L. Lasky 


San Francisco, Sept. 16. 

‘My picture ‘Sergeant York’ deals 
with war, but it’s not propaganda— 
'and if Senator Nye doesn’t believe 
it, he can start an investigation in 
his own file of the Congressional 
Record.’ So declared Jesse L. 
| Lasky, in town over the weekend to 
;}open an exhibition of his wife's 
paintings and make arrangements 
for the Frisco preem of his Warner 
|release next month. 

‘The story of ‘Sgt. York’ is history 
and many of its characters are still 
alive,” added Lasky. ‘What's more, 
I started work on the screen version 
22 years ago, before anybody ever 
heard of Hitler. It’s taken this long 
to get permission to film it. 

‘I don’t want to say much about 
| the investigation as it is being ade- 
quately taken care of, but I do not 
see how Hollywood can be accused 
, of propaganda for making pictures 
| on topics of current interest. Mo- 
tion pictures are a mirror of the 
times, of the feelings and interests 
of the people. 

‘York’ opens in Frisco around Oct. 
10 at the Warfield on an advance- 
price grind basis. 





+ r 





| 

;much less space. And the less space 
igiven to Senator Nye and _ his 
| prejudiced, isolationist clan the bet- 


ter, newsmen feel. 

That Willkie, making his initial 
show as counsel since he ran for 
the presidency last year, was of 


prime interest to newspapers was 
plainly evident at the hearing. Mob 
|of photogs was on hand and every 
camera was pointed at Willkie. 
Everytime he moved, a barrage of 
flash bulbs went off. No one else 
had his picture taken unless he just 
happened to be in range of a lens 
aimed at Willkie. 
Wiiikie’s Vaiue 


On the other hand, study of news- 
paper stories on the investigation 
make it evident that the former 





(Continued on page 24) 
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UFA Gets the Stalleroo 





Washington, Sept. 16. 


Federal officials in Washington are extremely touchy about the re- 
fusal to admit German films consigned to UFA. Though it’s no secret, 
more than a dozen features having been held up in response to urging 
of State Department officials, the Customs Bureau is forced to hold 


the bag. 








Delay is extra-legal, it is privately admitted. Pictures are 
being ‘examined’ endiessly under provisions of the 1930 tariff act pro- 
hibiting importation of ‘seditious’ material. 
under which customs agents were acting drew a reply from the State 
Department that ‘it’s a treasury matter.’ 

The customs people (part of the treasury) tried to get out of answer- 
ing with the observation that ‘nobody has complained’ about tke delay, 


Inquiries about the statute 





German Newsreels Seized 

German propaganda newsreels, covering fighting on the Russian 
front, have been seized while in transit to U. S. and have been incor- 
porated into the British Ministry of Information propaganda pictures, 
M. of I. figures they represent a plea for additional war materials to 
combat the vast Nazi military machine. 
portedly was seized at Bermuda by British military authorities. 

Many of the newsreel clips will ultimately reach the U. S. and be 
included in the five American newsreels, It will be the first war ma- 
terial photographed by the Germans to get into U. S. reels in more 
than a year or since the five newsreels refused to use Nazi newsreel 
material unless they could re-edit and use their own narrative. 


German newsree! stuff re- 








NW Exhibs Favor Screen Trailers 





| 








80,000,000 Myth 


Despite research proving that 
theatre admissions are far be- 
low 80,000,000 weekly—a figure 
that was never more than guess- 
work—-that number continues to 
be widely used both in and out 
of the industry. It is currently 
to be heard from witnesses on 
both sides at the Clark Senate 
subcommittee hearing on prop- 
aganda. 

Attendance is much nearer 
60,000,000 weekly and is perhaps 
65,000,000 tops. Gallup poll in a 
typical summer week last year 
showed it to be 54,000,000. 
VARIETY, in attempting to get a 
figure some time ago, checked 
the 80,000,000 with the Hays of- 
fice, which frequently used it. 
Execs there said it wasn’t theirs, 
but a Dept. of Commerce figure. 
Check with the latter brought 
the reply: ‘It’s not our figure. 
We got it from the Hays office.’ 
Both sources admitted, however, 
that it was nothing more than a 
guess anyway. 


100 FILM CRAFT 
UNIONS SCORE 
PROBE 








New 


around 


Stated in York this 
that 100 con- 
nected with the picture industry will 
adopt resolutions 


early 
week unions 
condemning 


Senate sub-committee’s procedure 
concerning alleged propaganda films. 


Equity is in the van in opposing the 


Washington hippodrome. Council 
immediately went into action after 
hearing a report from Kenneth 


Thomson, executive secretary of the 


Screen Actors Guild who came from 


the capital Tuesday (16) to attend 
the weekly session 

Equity’s resolution in gist sets 
| forth the belief that the Senate sub- 
committee, in attempting to block 


anti-Nazi pictures, 1s aiming for a 
form of censorship, and, as its activi- 
ties tend to arouse discord and incite 
racial animosities, also constituting 
a threat to free speech and free 
thought, it strongly recommends that 
the inquiry be terminated. 
Screen Guilds’ Charge 

Senate subcommittee’s investiga- 
tion of film propaganda was casti- 
gated last week by the Screen 
Guild’s Council of New York as ‘a 
serious threat to our industry, our 
trade unions and above all, to our 
country in its hour of danger.’ 

Resolution to that effect was ap- 
proved by the SGC and sent to its 
member organizations, of which the 
Screen Publicists Guild immediately 
passed it unanimously. Other SGC 
affiliates, Screen Readers Guild and 
various film company office work- 
ers’ Guilds, are expected to take 





Similar action shortly. 


the | 








~ To Refute Nye-Clark-Wheeler Attack 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

Refusal of Senator Clark's Senate 
subcommittee to permit Wendell L. 
Willkie, the film companies’ counsel, 
to cross-examine witnesses at its in- 
vestigation into Hollywood's alleged 
war propaganda has convinced many 
local exhibitor leaders more than 
ever that their proposed plan to 
carry the fight to the industry's de- 
tractors in trailers from theatre 
screens and in other ways would put 
the foes to rout. 

It had been felt among the trade 
here that cross-examination of wit- 
nesses and committee members 
might have brought out pro-Nazi 
leanings of some of those behind the 
investigation. But with the cross-ex- 
amination now out, the screen trail- 
ers could address the questions 
bluntly to committee members and 
witnesses, it’s pointed out. From the 
Screens they could be asked what 
parts of the objectionable films, spe- 
cifically, they find offensive and why, 
whether they favor Hitlerism and 
the things for which it stands. if 
they don’t believe Americans should 
hate Nazism, and what, if any, un- 
truths they can cite in the films in 
question and whether there can be 
any justification for being aroused 
against anti-Nazi pictures which 
truthfully and factually reveal Hit- 
lerism. 

The trailers, according to the local 
suggestions, also would point out 
that Senator Nye’s claim that the 
film industry has a financial stake 
in British victory is true, of course, 
because the entire nation and every 
other American industry has suc a 
Stake. 


It’s also 


felt that Willkie’s stir- 
ring advance statement in_ his 
letter to the subcommittee chair- 


man should be given full publicity 
on theatre screens or in booklets dis- 
tributed to patrons. The suggestion 
is that the producers have these 
booklets published to be handed out 
at the theatres, 

Still another suggestion here is 
that full page ads be taken in news- 
papers and national periodicals ad- 


dressing questions to Senators 
Wheeler, Nye and Clark and that 
time should be engaged over the 


radio to justify the ‘March of Time.’ 
‘Man Hunt,’ ‘Underground,’ ‘So Ends 


Our Night,’ ‘The Great Dictator,’ 
etc., and counter-attack the sena- 
tors. 

F. & M. Ads Pan Probe 


St. Louis, Sept. 16 

Denunciation of the Senate inves- 
tigation of films and a denial that 
they were ever forced by producers 
to play any pictures except those 
they believed their patrons wanted 
to see was made by Fanchon & Mar- 
co and Cabart Theatre circuits on 
Sunday (14). Two chains took large 
advertising space in five papers in 
St. Louis and Long Beach, Cal., 
where they have houses, to flay the 
Clark committee, 

Ads were signatured by Harry C. 
Arthur, Jr., v.p. of F&M, and Milton 
B. Arthur, prez of Cabart. 


OAKIE’S WB DEEAL 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Jack Oakie inked a deal with War- 
ners to star in one picture. 

Recently Oakie played in ‘Navy 
Blues’ on the Burbank lot and is 
now working at 20th-Fox in ‘Rise 
and Shine.’ 
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DON'T SEE UPPE 





UNWITTING PRO-PIX SHILL 


The love of freedom runs deep and strong, and sometimes 
the mere hint of a threat against it wipes out surface prejudices 
and unites where disunity reigned before. Thus Lindbergh's 
address last Thursday (11) in Des Moines, with its frank ex- 
position of racial prejudices, may, without intention, have done 
the picture business a good turn. Its timing on the same night 
that the President of the United States was broadcasting his 
anti-Axis broadside had reverse effect. 


Although the Wheeler-Nye-Clark bunch has achieved its 
publicity purpose, the President’s re-emphasis of this country’s 
anti-Nazi position has already had one effect on the film probe— 
by crowding it off page one of the dailies. It will probably 
assume less and less importance, and the very men who insti- 
gated the probe may become more discredited than they could 
have possibly discredited the film industry. 

Lindbergh, in frankly painting his America First Commit- 
tee and its partisans with an anti-Semitic brush, puts the onus 
of bias upon those accusing Hollywood of bias. Senators Ger- 
ald P. Nye and Bennett Champ Clark, and John T. Flynn, all 
America Firsters and all prominent in the proceedings in Wash- 
ington, have now been placed on the defense as to their own 
pro-Yankeeism. 





Lindbergh may have lost the America First’s D. C. frontal 
attack in Des Moines. 


Another Industry Huddle Thursday 
To Thaw Blocked British Coin 


+ 
vv 








After 10 days of formal negotia- 
tions in London with the treasury 
department of Great Britain, the 
eight U. S. major film companies still 
are in the dark as to the amount of 
revenue that Britain will permit 
American distributors to take out of 
that country in the year starting at 
the end of October. Just how much!/Club, although it is from 
has been accomplished and indica-| Hollywood. 
tions about the total will be outlined | 


Warner Quits: Turf Job 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Jack L. Warner resigned as direc- 
tor of the Inglewood racetrack, offi- 
cially known as the Hollywood Turf 











miles 


Explanation is that Warner’s work 


to foreign managers tomorrow | 4. v.p. in charge production at the 
(Thursday) when they huddle at the} warner studio prevents him from | 
Hays office. devoting further energies to the 

American distributors are asking! racing plant, with which he has 
that all revenue from distribution on| been connected since its beginning | 
the British Isles be allowed unham-) in 1937. 





pered withdrawal to this country. 
Under the old frozen coin pact wind- 
ing up next month, the eight U. 


majors were allowed only $12,900,000 


YN 





PINE LEAVES DeMILLE, 


or about 33% of the total revenue | HOISTS OWN BANNER 
obtained in the current year. E ti-| Ms 

mated that there is now $40,000,000 | - - 

belonging to the eight U. S. major} Hollywood, Sept. 16. | 
distributors frozen in Britain, even | Reap the Wild Wind’ winds up 
though the American companies)... — : ; me 

spent around $5,000.000 on British William Pine’s affiliation with one | 
quota production in the last two B. DeMille as associate producer | 
years and likely several additional after many years on the Paramount 
millions in settling old debts. The lot. 

same companies were allowed about Pine is moving over to the Fine 


Arts studio to produce his own films 
in partnership with William Thomas | 
as the William H..Pine Corp. 


$19,000,000 in the year ended last 
October, or about half of their rev- 
enues after agreed-upon deductions | 
for actual operating expenses. 

Efforts to pry loose even a small 


| 
-| Boris Morros’ Fox Film 





part of this huge sum under opera- 
tions of U. S. lease-lend law thus far ; 
1 ' yal r4 + . 
have been unavailing, although the S t T i M h tt | 
film compani are hopeful the Ad- c ) di S in an a an 
ministration will swit the big ; - 
and haster dislodgem of tl . Deal has been ( ed by 20 1-F x 
Production Handicans foi elease < aon re 
whi Bo1 Mo | ucing 
Fa lure to re] ise tl f Wii : 
eer . — , tr ) lle ory’ , Toy ) It 
money pose on extreme ly ce] yu “ . I 
. 7 . A e nie . ? 
problem for all American film con ~~ ‘IIH 
ritit ‘\ ia a i - i i A i 
panies. It is not so much that th » Millian’ meade several ¥6n! 
Situation cuts into normal earnings, by Paramount 
but that the piling up of cash in; ° anki . 
' Fess | Morros, who was east for a week, 


Britain shortly will seriously cripple 
the U. S. production setup. The first 
year was not so bad under the frozen 
money agreement because half of the 


returned to the Coast Monday (15) 
| to start preparation of the picture. | 

He delivered one, ‘Second Chorus,’ | 
to Par during the past season under | 


yale ae was released to American | 4 two-film deal but understood the 
distributors. Also, U. S. distribs WeTe | second, to be based on the life of 
able to employ some of funds in |O. Henry, may not be made at this 
liquidating old debts and in taking | time 


advantage of the exchange differen- 
tial. This continued on a highly 
modified scale early in the current 
second-year freeze period. 

Situations has changed in recent 
months and will continue more criti- 
cal in the third ye Such critical 
situation develops from the fact that 
the coin freeze has diverted $40,000,- 
000 or more from usual production 
channels. American film companies 
need this if they are to continue nor- 

(Continued on page 12) 





CHICO’S FOOT EASE 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Stumbling suit for $15,300, filed 
against Chico Marx by Lewis Rud- 
ner, was dismissed in Superior court 
when nobody appeared to complain 
or defend. 

Rudner had claimed damages for | 
injuries he said he sustained when | 
he tripped over Marx’s feet in a the- 
| atre. 








widely advertised plans for 





WILL SETTLE FOR 
G AVERAGE 


Despite Looser Defense-Coin 
Spending, the Straight 
10% Tax (Not Starting at 
2l1c, as heretofore), Will 
Hit the 10-20c Admissions 
Most—Higher Cost of Liv- 
ing Another Factor 








B.O. GAUGE, AT LAST 


Despite the large amount of money 
in circulation for national defense 
and lease-lend spending, which al- 
ready is bringing rising prices, film 
business experts do not anticipate 
any general increase in the average 


boxoffice admission price. Instead, 
most picture industry statisticians 
believe the business will be lucky if 
able to hold up to the current 23c 
average price per ticket. 

Reason for this belief is the new 
10% tax on admittances starting at 
the first penny instead of 2lc, which 
becomes effective Oct. 1, and the 
overall taxation picture for the na- 
tion. While the new levy on ad- 
missions will tend to hold the scale 
at present levels or drop them in 
the area between 10c and 20c, the 
heavy tax increase on incomes is 
bound to cut in on film theatre pa- 
tronage. 

To make matters worse, the new 
tax setup will be fixed by income. 
Thus the $5,000 per year man might 
presently have $1,000 left for spend- 
ing after paying actual living ex- 
penses, but under the heavier tax 
layout; this would be trimmed al- 
most half. This is bound to hit the 
amount left for spending in thea- 


| tres, 


10c-20c Hardest Affected 
Biggest inroad into the 
will be via the admission tax on 10c- 
15c-20c tickets. Former 20c scales 
either can be held at that figure, 
which would give the exhibitor only 
18c and reduce the admission price 
structure, or they can be boosted to 


business 


22c, which leaves the admittance 
scale at 20c with the 2c represent- 
ing the new tax. Obviously this 
| means that the theatre managers 


will have to get more coin per ticket 
in order to hold even with the pres- 


(Continued on page 27) 
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With Selznick-UA Set Soon, Kelly 
Plans Central Studio Operation 
For All Producers; Product Lineup 





H’wood General 





Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Something new in Hollywood 
titles is Leo McCarey’s designa- 
tion as producer-director-general 
on the RKO lot, which not only 
gives him authority to produce 
and direct his own films but an 
added power to supervise all 
other elements which go to make 
up a production. 

Unique pact was arranged at | 
a conference with George J. | 
Schaefer and Joseph J. Breen. 











Pix With $500,000 


Budgets for Foy 
As 20th Producer 





Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Bryan Foy, who got in yesterday 
(Mon.) from the east, will vacation 
here until Oct. 6 when he reports to 
20th-Fox for a producer post. 


With Darryl Zanuck in the east 
this week he will not be able to 
confer with Foy to outline his duties. 
However, it is understood that Foy 
will be assigned to make four or | 
five pictures running around the | 
$500,000 mark in costs, and will 
guide the destiny of his unit in that 
work, 

Foy, for about two years, has 
been very friendly with George J. 
Schaefer, head of RKO,.and it was 
believed around that if he left War- 
ners, from whom he got release of a 
three-year contract day before he 
signed with 20th-Fox, he would go 
into the RKO setup as executive pro- 
ducer, 

He was discussing the possibility 

(Continued on page 29) 


BURMA ROAD CYCLE 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
of Burma Road pictures 


Cycle 





ent scale. looms, with Metro the latest to an- | 
However, if the new federal tax} nounce production of a film with | 

bill of about $4,000,000,000 affects |tpat locale under title of ‘China | 

| the amount the public has to spend | Caravan.’ 

lon amusements, it will make it | Paramount, 20th-Fox and other | 

doubly difficult for exhibitors to] gtudios as well have slated films| 

hold at their present levels in the | centering around that war supply | 


| highway. 





The Millennium!—Biz Is Good 


The 


B. O. Is ‘Back,’ So the Campaign to Hypo 


Biz Is Dropped By Northwest Allied 


Allied ha 


n 4 1 + 
INO nwest 


s dl 
all- 
‘bring back 


apparently, 


an 


industry campaign to 


the boxoffice, because, 
the boxoffice ‘back.’ While no 
statement is forthcoming from the 
organization, except an ‘explanation’ 
that recent developments have 


is 


pushed the proposal into the back- | 


ground, trade circles generally de- 
clare that improved grosses 
it unnecessary. With better pictures 
and expanding takings throughout 


make | 


} ’ yy? y ‘ 
the Ol t factors 


T al trade leaders, like John 
3 Friedl, Minnesota Amus. Co 
(Paramount circuit) president, who, 
during the dark days late last year 
and early in 1941, always kept faith! 
in films, now are saying, ‘I told you 
so.’ 

The present upward boxoffice 
trend, they assert, bears out their 
contentions that pix aren’t slipping 
in public favor and that the film in- 
dustry wasn’t on the downgrade. 
They always have insisted that the 
films were as capable as ever of | 
holding their own against any sort | 


|of opposition and could stand up as| 


the territory, everything’s jake 
again, it’s pointed out. 

The b.o. revival is all the more| 
amazing in view of the fact that| 
more new elaborate bowling alleys 
have been springing up like mush- 


rooms and patronage, if anything, is 
even bigger than ever. 
tre bu bad this bowling 
competition was regarded as one of 


iIness Was 


When thea- |! 


firmly as ever on their own feet, re- 
gardiess of how much new and ad- | 
ditional amusement opposition con- | 
fronts them. Their position was and 
is that there’s nothing wrong with 
the b.o. that good pictures and nor- 
mal economic conditions will not 
cure. 


—_ 


} 


Accompanying the announcement, 
expected early next week, that the 
David O. Selznick deai has been 
signed, United Artists will reveal the 
acquisition of a number of other im- 
port new producers, operating chief 
Arthur W. Kelly revealed in New 
York Monday (15). He declared 
also that a complete announcement 
of UA product for the year—in ad- 
dition to the 11 pictures now com- 
pleted or in work—would be made 


at the same time. 
Kelly said, too, that a plan is afoot 
fer a real United Artists studio—a 


place where all UA producers could 
work on one lot. If the idea works 
out, the lot used will probably be 
RKO-Pathe where’ Selznick and 
some of the other UA producers 
have worked in the past. 

UA head emphasized that the one- 
roof plan is still much in the talk 
stage, but that it is greatly favored 
by himself, the present UA owners 


and partner-apparent Selznick. It 
is figured that by working more 


closely together physically the UA 
indie film-makers will cooperate bet- 
ter. It is hoped that it will make 
a closer entity of the WA produc- 


ling family and generally raise the 
| esprit-de-corps. 


Although the plan is far from 


| worked out, it does not envision that 


UA take over and operate the studio 


land that other producers—such as 


(Continued on page 29) 


Easier to Tap Bank 
For $500,000 Loan 
Than Cheap Pic Bite 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 


Indie producers are applying for 
more and more loans from local 
bankers, the heaviest in years, as a 
result of the new order created by 
the consent decree, and big loans 
running up to $500,000, are easier to 
negotiate than quickies, ranging 
around $15,000, 

Banks contend that big loans are 
usually intended for major release, 
which means safer and quicker re- 
turns on the investment. Financiers 
explain that returns from loans to 
low-bracket films are generally slow 
and hard to collect. 








RISKIN, LATE OF COL., 
TALKING DEAL AT PAR 


Hollywood, Sept. 16 
Everett Riskin, who pulled out of 





Columbia after a long  associa- 
tion, reported huddliing with B. G. 
de Sylva Henry Ginsberg on a 
; cel erth ; ) 
p t 
V ve bee eyeing 
Risk since } last Columbia pro- 
‘Here Comes Mr. Jor ‘4 


? é ° ? 
Schuster’s ‘Sunny Side’ Up 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Schuster moved over 
director of the 


Harold 
20th-Fox 


to 


as Lou 


Ostrow production, ‘On the Sunny 
Side.’ 

Picture is the first starrer for 
Roddy McDowall, English moppet, 


who recentiy played in ‘How Green 
Was My Valley.’ 





Graham Moves Up 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Jo Graham, upped from dialog di- 
rector at Warners after eight years, 
makes his debut as a regular direc- 
tor in ‘Background to Danger,’ start- 
ing Sept. 29. 

Associate producer is Ben Stoloff. 
Picture is based on a novel by Ric 
Ambler 
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Most of the Tradeshown Pix ‘Average’, 


Avers Cole, National Allied Chief, At 





Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 


Only one-fourth of the films so far | 
tradeshown rate better than averace. | 


Col. H. A. Cole, president of National 


Allied squawked here today (Tues- | 


day). Cole admitted, however, that 
only two of the 36 pictures trade- 
shown fell in the ‘poor’ classification, 
while 23 of them-~were average 
programmers. 
Cole spoke at the opening session 
of Allied States Exhibitors Associa- 
tion’s three-day convention at the 
Benjamin Franklin hotel. Allied laid 
stress on the fact that this is the first 
‘all-industry’ convention since 1927, 
for reps of all the distributing com- 
panies were invited and are in at- 
tendance at the conclave. 
Rating each of the 36 pictures 


tradeshown, Cole tabbed only one as 
‘terrific’ and eight as ‘above average, | 
in addition to the 23 average and two | 


poor films. He also listed a ‘rotten’ 
classification, but found no pix to fit 
into it. Cole pigeonholed two pix as 
‘good but qvestionable at the box- 
office.’ 
Failure to Deliver 

With a flock of exhib and distrib 

reps slated to take the rostrum, 


Arthur Howard, of the Boston In- | 


dependent Exhibitors, Inc., was 
called on early in the get-together 
to register a beef against companies 
which he claimed have failed to de- 
liver promised pictures on 1940-41 


slates and are holding them for the | 


current season. He listed ‘Sun 
Valley,’ ‘Bel’e Starr’ and ‘How Green 
Was My Valley’ from 20th-Fox. 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par) and 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) in this cate- 
gory. 

Jack Kirsch’s Proposal 

A permanent national liaison com- 
mittee between exhibs and distribs 
was proposed by Jack Kirsch, of 
Chicago Allied, and came in for 
lengthy discussion by the delegates. 
Number of advantages to such a set- 
up were listed, including (1) that it 
would be clearing house of in- 
formation and squawks, (2) it would 
acquaint exhibs with problems of 
the industry, (3) it would provide 
distribs with reports from exhibs on 
audience reaction, advertising, ex- 
ploitation, etc., 
a common front against criticism, 
and (5) it could serve as a clearing 
house for charitable enterprises. 

‘Fewer banknights and more show- 
manship’ was the keynote of the 
opener by Pete Wood, Ohio Allied’s 
chieftain. He pointed to the large 
bite being taken out of grosses by 
taxes, present and proposed, and by 
absence of young men who have 
been called into the Army and de- 
clared: ‘We hope defense spending 
will help, but we must do our share.’ 
He estimated of the total $105,000,000 
“bite.” defense taxes will take $45,- 
000,000; new taxes pending, $20,000,- 
000 and absence of young men $40,- 
000.000. 

‘No longer will the motion picture 
industry be the happy hunting 
ground for guerilla warfare,’ de- 
clared H. M. Richey, Metro’s exhib 
relations exvert, in praising work- 
ing of arbitration setup under the 
consent decree. ‘We can now settle 
our differences with understanding,’ 
he said. 

Among the distributing heads who 
have already arrived or who have 
announced their intention to attend 
are William F. Rodvers and Richey, 
representing Metro: Arthur W. Kelly. 


Pat 


a 


United Artists’ Neil Agnew. Para- 
mount; Abe Montastue and Rube 
Jackter, Columhia: James R. Grain- 
ger, Repubtic: Pan] Terry and Har- 
vey Day, T°-rry-Tunes; and George 
Dembow. National Screen Service. 


Also exnected are Grad L. Seprs and 
Joseph Bernheord. Warners: Herman 
Wobber and Witligm Suseman, 20th- 
Fox: Ned E. Deninet. RKO; and 
William Scully, Universal. 


John Kieran’s Shorts 


Film Associates, as result of a test 








run at Radio City Music Hall of 
‘Adventures in the Bronx,’ one- 
reeler sturring John Kieran, will | 


make a series of six with the N.Y. 
Times sportswriter. Series will deal 
with animals, action, sports, travel, 
science and comedy. Two others are 
being held in reserve, these con- 
cerning flowers and birds. 

‘Adventures in the Bronx’ will be 
published by Random House for 
Christmas delivery. 


(4) it would provide | 


Opening of Philadelphia Parley 





| F.D.R.’s Greeting 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

Following message of greeting 
was sent by President Roosevelt 
to the national Allied convention 
which opened here today: 

In this time of stress and 
anxiety, wholesome amuse- 
ments can play a big part in 
upbuilding and maintaining 
national morale. In sending 
hearty greetings to the 12th 
annual convention of the Al- 
lied States Association of Mo- 
tion Picture Exhibitors I do so 
in full confidence that this or- 
ganization will exercise its 
powerful influence in advancing 
the national defense and thereby 
safeguarding and perpetuating 
all of our cherished freedoms. 

Very sincerely yours, 


Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


Sept. 21 Starts 21st 
Annual Conclave Of 


| 











Cal. Theatrical Unions 


San Francisco, Sept. 16. 
Twenty -first annual convention of 
the California State Theatrical Fed- 
eration will be held in the main au- 
ditorium at the musicians’ union 
headquarters Sunday (21). Ben 


Williams, president, member of the 
stagehand group, and Tony Noriega, 
sec.-treas, of the operators union 
will be in charge. 

Monday (22) entire body will 
move over to the State Federation 


of Labor convention which also will | 


be held here. 


‘METRO HASN’T ‘WOOKEY’ 





_ ENTIRELY SEWED UP 





Fact that Metro has provided 
100% of the backing for ‘The 
Wookey,’ Frederick Hazlitt Brennan 
play which opened at the Plymouth, 
N. Y., last week, has given the im- 
pression that it has film 
sewed up. Actually that’s not so, 
although the studio by putting up 
the legit production coin does get 
final opportunity to top anyone else’s 
bid. In other words, by being the 
legit producer it automatically 


knows what every other company is | 


offering and thus gets the privileve 
of paying more than Paramount, 
Warner Bros. or any of the others 
if it values the screen rights that 
highly. 

Film sales must always take place 
according to rules set down in the 
Dramatists Guild’s basic agreement 
| with legit producers, which require 
that no matter who the backer is, 
screen rights must always go to the 
highest bidder. Fact that bids must 
be submitted through the 


tween author and sponsor. 

Company angeling a legiter, how- 
ever, in addition to last bid, has an- 
other advantage. Broadway 
ducer, under DG agreement. gets 
40% of the film sale proceeds. Which 
would mean that Metro 
40% higher than any other company 
for “The Wookey’ and still actually 
only be paying the same amount. 

Producer also shares in profit from 
the show, which, in the case of a 
Hollywood studio, would offset part 
of the coin it pays for screen rights 
No assurance yet, however, of any 
profit on ‘The Wookey’ inasmuch as 
|it cost around $70,000 to stage and 
| will need approximately $12,000 a 
| week gross to break even. Metra 
,has already advanced’ Brennan 
' $30,000 in legit royalties. 





| 20th Drops Renoir 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

| First and last picture directed by 
/Jean Renoir, French importee, for 
20th-Fox is ‘Swamp Water,’ final 
scenes of which were finished last 
week. 

| Studio did not take up the exten- 
sion on Renoir’s one-picture con- 
tract. Director is negotiating with 
other studios. 


rights | 


Guild | 
rules out any private agreement be- | 


could bid | 





Studio Contracts 


Ho!lywood, Sept. 16. 

Jack Buetel’s player option lifted 

by Howard Hughes. 

Bruce Bennet drew player option 

lift at Columbia. 

Sons of Pioneers pacted for four 
pictures a year at Republic. 

William Wagner, legit actor, signed 
' by Hal Roach. 
| George Sklar's 
j hoisted by Columbia. 
| Janet Blair, actress, optioned for 
another term by Columbia. 

Don Beddoe’s pact renewed by 
Columbia. 

Judy Clark, singer, singer by Re- 
| public. 
| Peter Lind Hayes’ option lifted by 
RKO. 

Kalloch, designer, inked a Metro 
contract. 

Alexis Smith drew an option lift 
at Warners. 

Jean Fitzgerald handed player 
ticket by Warners. 

Bonita Granville renewed for two 
pictures at RKO. 

Phyllis Ruth and Judith Gibson 
obtained court approval of their 
|minor contracts with Paramount. 

Robert E. Dolan, music director, 
j}renewed by Paramount. 

Isobel Lennart upped from script 
| girl to contract writer at 20th-Fox. 
| Frank Loesser’s tunesmith con- 
‘tract renewed by Paramount, 

Arthur Phillips. radio gag writer, 
inked scripter pact at Paramount. 
| Roy Harris continues as an actor 
}under option at Universal. 
| Forrest Tucker inked player con- 
\tract at Columbia. 
| Johnnie Johnston, orchestra play- 
er, drewactor contract at Paramount. 
Roy Harris, actor, renewed by 
| Universal. 
| Alan Ladd penned player contract 
with Raramount. 





acting option 





Virginia Weidler drew new con- | 


tract at Metro. 
Lynn Bari had her option lifted at 
20th-Fox. 


Holt’s Division Split 
Between Clem Pope 


And RKO Home-Office 





| Charles W. Koerner, head of the 
RKO theatre’ circuit, yesterday 

(Tues.) named Clem Pope operator 
| of the chain’s three houses in Cleve- 
‘land, while the remaining three the- 

atres in Detroit and Columbus will 
ibe under direct home-office super- 
| vision for the time being. 


The houses comprise the division 
| which for years has been in charge 
|of Nat Holt who transfers to the 
| Coast to assume command of the 


RKO houses there and in Denver. 


Pope, who will operate the Palace, 
| Allen and 105th street, in Cleveland, 
lis presently in charge of publicity 
land advertising for the entire Ohio 
division, thus his appointment is an 
| important promotion. Details in 
| connection with handling the two 
|RKO houses and tke singleton in 
| Detroit will be delegated to home 
| office men under Koerner’s super- 
| vision until someone is appointed 
| to take local operating charge of the 
| theatres. 





L. A. TON. Y. 
Jack Benny. 
Carter Blake. 
Clara Blandick. 
Irene Bordoni. 
Charles Butterworth. 
| Judy Canova. 

Pat Casey. 

| Sherri] Cohen. 

| Wickliffe Crider. 
Dennis Day 
Julien Duvivier. 
Betiy Grable. 
No!l Gurney. 

Phil Harris. 
Radie Harris. 
Stirling Hayden. 
Mark Hellinger. 
Arthur Hunnicutt. 
Milton Lazarus. 
Jules Levey. 

Nat Levine. 

Mary Livingstone. 
Bess Lonergan. 
Ida Lupino. 
Groucho Marx. 
Leo McCarey. 

C. L. Menser. 
Gregory Ratoff. 
Rochester. 

Henry Rogers. 

K. T. Steveens. 
Don Wilson. 
Vera Zorina. 


pro- | 





Metro's Dossier on Every U.S. Theatre 


Metro, after working for years with great secrecy and efficient as- 
siduousness, has virtually completed a tremendous file which includes 
a dossier on every theatre in the country. Finishing touch was re- 
cently put to each folder with the inclusion of a picture of the front of 
the house to which it refers. Files containing information on various 
theatres are no noveity to distributors. What makes Metro's outstand- 
ing, however, is its completeness. And it catalogs not only those the- 
atres which are or have been Metro accounts, but all houses. 

Information is said to include, aside from such simple data as seat- 
ing capacity, age, owners (active and silent) and policy, surprising 
details on mortgages, leases and other such matters. Each house is said 
to have been checked, whether or not it has been a Metro account. 
Complete data is included, of course, where Metro auditors had an 
opportunity to go over books in percentage situations. 

Most of the material in the individual folders has been garnered 
over a period of years by the company’s salesmen, who picked it up 
by a variety of means, while other details were obtained through 
regular commercial agencies and by clipping trade papers. 

Value of the info is varied. It gives Metro a figure on top potential 
gross for any part of the country and for any house or combination of 
houses. It is also valuable to the theatre department where there is 
any thought of buying or building additional theatres. gAnd, of course, 
it becomes almost indispensable in figuring percentage and sliding 
scale rental deals. 
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Lefty Sees Everybody Trying to Horn 
ln on Their Neighbor's Racket 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 








Coolacres, Cal., Sept. 16. 
Dear Joe: 

It seems people must stay up nights figuring how to cut in on another 
guy’s racket. There's a fellow that has a saloon in this town by the name 
of Dinky who just put in a jukebox with those shorts. I went in to look 
the thing over and I figure it ain’t gonna put me outta business as yet 
because my pictures are just as bad, only they run longer and you can't 
drink a glass of beer while watching ‘em to help you forget how bad 
they really are. But one never knows what these things will do. We all 
laughed at the phonograph and the pictures when they first started, so 
maybe these jukeboxes may hit the spot one of these dgys. 

Aggie sez there’s an awful lot of drunks in this country. What gets me 
| though is that everybody is tryin’ to get into the other guy's racket. That 
| goes for me, too. Here I have popcorn and pinball machines in my lobby 
as a Sideline to my picture show, that’s really going into the candy depart- 
ment and the cigar store racket. The guy that sells candy is giving away 
dishes; the banks are selling insurance, and the insurance men are selling 
socks as a side line. The farmers have vegetable stands and the vegetable 
dealers sell meat. The picture producers have racing stables on the side, 
or maybe it’s the picture business they have as a sideline: actors run 
ranches and ranches have boarders. Drug stores sell books and bookstores 
| sell magic tricks and greeting cards. It’s like the old days when acrobats 
| tried to talk and dancers tried to sing. Now if we could only get all the 
| countries that are at war to quit and have the countries that are at peace 
| to fight, it would help put down the war a lot. 
| Read in Variery that Abbott and Costello and Bob Hope pics top the 
list for money-getters I did fine with them. Also played Red Skelton in 
his first starring pic and did a fine business. He is okay. 

From Vaude to Pix 

Me and Aggie was figurin’ up how many great picture stars vaudeville 
| Bave to the industry. Guys like Charlie Chaplin (still number one man); 
| Bob Hope, Red Skelton, Fred Astaire; Bing Crosby, Mickey Rooney (who 
| played with his old man and mother); James Cagney, Lionel Barrymore, 
| who used to do a sketch called ‘The White Slave’ with McKee Rankin. 
| Jack worked in a sketch, too; Marx Bros., George Raft, Bob Burns, Edgar 
| Bergen, Burns and Allen, Fred Allen, Eddie Cantor, Jack Benny, Charles 
| Grapewin, Lynne Overman, Milton Berle, Charlotte Greenwood (Burnham 
/& Greenwood); Helen Broderick (Crawford & Broderick): Ruth Chatter- 
| ton played i nsketches; Ina Claire did imitations; Buster Keaton (Three 
Keatons), Will Rogers, George Bancroft (Bancroft and Broske, a singing 
act); Walter Houston (Whipple and Houston); Harry Langdon, Bob Wool- 
sey did an act with Hazel Boyne; Joe E. Brown (Prevost and Brown, 
acrobats); Jack Oakie worked in Lulu McConell’s act; Chester Morris 
worked with his folks in skit called ‘Horrors of Home’: El Brendel 
(Brendel and Burt); Leo Carrillo did a monolog: Victor Moore, Frank 
Fay (Dave Dreyer and Fay); Polly Moran, Noah Beery (one of the fat- 
faced kids in Gus Edwards’ ‘Kountry Kids); W. C. Fields, Ed Quillian 
worked with his folks, as did Pert Kelton with hers: Mae Clark (Brice and 
Clark); Lelia Hyamns (Hyamns and McIntyre were her folks): Bert Lahr, 
Jack Haley, Robert Armstrong (played in ‘Woman Proposes); William 
Boyd was with Fanny Ward; Fanny Brice, Irene Bordoni, Sophie Tucker, 
Belle Baker, Helen Morgan; Fifi D’Orsay sang and danced with the Berens 
| Bros.; Mitzi Green, Hugh Herbert, Cliff Edwards. Joe Cawtkorne, Ken 
Murray, Roger Imhoff, Frank Orth, Jimmy Conlin, Wilbur Mack, and don’t 
forget Bonnie Glass did a dancing act, assisted by Signor Rudolpho, who 
was none other than Rudolph Valentino. 

Now that there ain't no more Gus Sun Time, U. B. O. Time, Pan Time, 
Loew Time, Hodkins Circuit, Mozart Circuit, Cleveland Time, Sheedy and 
a dozen other break-in chains, it’s gonna be hard to get a new generation 
of picture stars. Maybe the jukeboxes will be the break in? Who knows? 
And by the way, who cares? 

Give our best to the gang, sez 

Your 





| 


a 


Pal, 
Lefty. 
P. S.—Jay Flippen sez: ‘If walls have ears do keyholes have eyes?’ 


NEW SCALE, 30% HIKE 
FOR STUDIO READERS 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Screen Readers Guild established 
a new minimum rate with the Pro- 


ducers, calling for an average in- 
crease of about 30% for outside read- 
ers, cOvering piece work on novels, 
originals and plays. New setup also 
provides a basis for future negoti- 
ations. 

Revised agreement calls for $6.50 
for reading novels up to 300 pages, 
with $1 for each 100 additional 
pages; $4 for scanning originals and 
$5 for reading or covering a play. 
| Bill Roberts was elected president 
| to succeed Bill Koenig, who was 
upped to assistant story editor at 
RKO, 


WALLY VAN, DIRECTOR 
First of a series of streamline 
shorts being produced by the Royal 
Poinciana Productions has been com- 
pleted in Florida. 
Wally Van, comedian of silent pic- 
ture era, directed first short, 


N.Y. to L.A. 
Fred Asiai_e. 
Brian Aherne 
Irvin’ Eerlin. 
Joe Breen. 
Ann Corio. 
Be>e Waniels. 
Joan Fontaine. 
Bryan Foy. 
Emmet Lavery. 
Ben Lyon. 
Merle Oberon. 
Edgar Selwyn. 
Mel Shauer. 
Chas. Vanda. 
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COOLING ON WAR 





Midwest Theatres 


ae 


Co. (5 Detroit 


Houses) Causes Breakup of Co-Op 


ys 








Detroit, Sept. 16. 

Ending two years of litigation, 
Federal Judge Frank A. Picard held 
that the Co-Operative Theatres, Inc., 
was guilty of violating the Sherman 
Anti-trust Act on several occasions 
and issued an injunction restraining 
the group from interfering with the 
right of the Midwest Theatres Co. 
to purchase films. In handing down 
the decision in the lengthy case, 
Judge Picard, however, denied Mid- 
west Theatres the $200,000 damages 
sought against the Co-Ops on tke 
basis that the situation now would 
be remedied. 

Basis for the action was the suit 
of the five Midwest theatres, located 
on Woodward avenue, Detroit’s main 
street, in which it was charged that 
Ben and Lou Cohen, operators of 
five competing houses, were using 
Co-Operative to keep producers 
from selling pictures to Midwest un- 
til they had played the Cohen 
houses. Co-Operative controls up- 
ward of 100 theatres in the Detroit 
area with the Roxy, Mayfair, Rio, 
Capitol and Hollywood, owned by 
the Cohens, specified as defendants 
with Co-Op. Midwest houses which 
charged that they suffered heavily 
through the undue pressure brought 
by Co-Op on the distributors, were 
the Colonial, Majestic, Forest, Gar- 
den and Blackstong. 

In his findings, Judge Picard 
agreed that the Co-Ops had stifled 
competition in violation of the anti- 
trust laws ‘by coercing distributors 
to break contracts.’ 

Cohens Enjoined 

The injunction stipulated that the 
Cohen brothers could not purchase 
more than two double features 
weekly for the Roxy and Mayfair 
theatres. 

The case had many ramifications 
here delving into Co-Ops’ activities 
in Ferndale where the combine had 
gore to the rescue of a local oper- 
ator when confronted with the su- 
perior buying power of the Schulte 
chain 

‘Unfortunately,’ Judge Picard ob- 
served, ‘Co-Operative began using 
its defensive weapons as swords by 
trying to keep Schulte from getting 
any real foothold in Ferndale. Even- 
tually compromise was effected 
but court is not naive enough 
to that Co-Operative had 
any change of heart 
There was public opinion to be con- 
sidered since Ferndale, a_ thriving 
community just outside 


a 
this 
believe 


or policy. 


Detroit, | 


b Al 


Stamp Giveaways 





Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 16. 
Tony Sudekum ig giving away 
10c S. Defense Stamps be- 
tween 5-7 p.m. at his. Knicker- 
bocker Paramount all this week. 
It’s Sudekum’s own contribu- 
tion to National Defense. 


Product Jam Sure 
As, When Minn. 


Selling OK Again 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

On the heels of its deal for the 
first 20th-Fox 1941-42 group for its 
entire circuit outside of Minnesota, 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount) 
also: has bought that distributor’s 
second block. But no deals have 
been made yet with any of the other 











| companies. 
| Circuit heads believe that Para- 
|mount can sell the chain without 


violating the consent decree or state 
law and without selling other exhib- 
itors because the chain is the dis- 
tributor’s subsidiary. Northwest Al- 
lied heads contend otherwise, how- 
lever. It is stated that no showdown 
on the matter is contemplated for 
the present. 

The continued ban on Minnesota 
1941-42 selling by the five major 
decree companies, pending at least 
court findings on the application for 
a temporary injunction against the 
| state law, is causing a ‘quite serious’ 
product problem for the Minnesota 
| Co. in one or two situations and for 
| some independent exhibitors, es- 
pecially in southern Minnesota. 

Metro will not permit its product 


to be switched in Duluth from the 
Minnesota’s Garrick to its new 
house, the Norshore, and, in conse- 


(Continued on page 29) 


' BROWNE, BIOFF TRIAL 
LOOKS SET FOR OCT. 6 


might, through its chamber of com- | 


merce, have focused a_ searching 
spotlight upon Co-Operative’s unfair 
(Continued on page 29) 


Maritime Co-op Ass’n 
Pools Its Film Renting 
And Equipment Buys 


St. John, N. B., Sept. 16 

The cooperative film renting and 
equipment. buying service, now in 
process of organization, will have its 
headquarters in St. John. A series of 
conferences prepartory to establish- 
ing the bureau here have been held 
by A. J. Mason, of Springfield, N. S., 
president and organizer of the Mari- 


time Cooperative Theatre Owners’ 
Assn., of very recent birth. A mem- 
bership drive is now in progress and 
Mason has been meeting indie exhibs 
at St. John. Only members will be 
entitled to share cooperatively in the 
expected lower costs of film and ac- 
cessory renting and equipment buy- 
ing. St. John has been chosen for 
the new base because all the in- 
ternational and Canadian picture dis- 
tributing companies have exchanges 
here, catering to the, maritime prov- 
inces and Newfoundland. 

A. A. Fielding, of St. John, has 
been mentioned as manager of the 
new co-op bureau. He was g.m. for 
the Spencer circuit, with base at St. 
John, for 16 years, and did the film 


buying for that lineup. Since last 


spring, he has been on his own, with | 
and | 


the Capitols 
Digby, N. 


in Bridgewater 
S., as nucleus for a bud- 


(Continued on page 46) 


Trial of George E. Browne and 
William Bioff, president and west 
coast representative of the Interna- 


Theatrical Stage 
extorting 


of 
allegedly 


Alliance 
fol 


| tional 
Employes 


$550,000 from four major film com- |} 
6 by Judge | 
| Fox got the story 
orig- | 


} panies, was set for Oct. 
John W. Holland in N.Y. 
feourt Monday (15). Trial was 
inally set for August and continually 
postponed because of lack of a judge 


federal 


to hear the case, but it now appears 
certain it will go on in Octobe 

Browne and Bioft are accused of 
violating the anti-racketeering law 
by extorting the money from Loew’ 
Paramount, 20th Century-Fox and 
Warner Bros. under threats of call- 
ing a strike of their union 


Werker Holds at 20th 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Alfred Werker draws a new direc- 
| tor contract at 20th-Fox when he 








STORIES 





4 


r 4 


AT LeAal FOR 
THE MOMENT 


Several Normally Might 
Have Been Grabbed Quick 
By Hollywood — ‘Above 
Suspicion’ and _ ‘Berlin 
Diary’ for Example 





SCRIPT ACTIVITY 


War-backgrounded stories, for the 
time being at least, appear to be on 
the Hollywood nix list. Several 
yarns which, without the hullabaloo 
raised by the present Washimgton in- 
vestigation, would probably have 
been bought for films, have been 
skipped recently. 

One which all story editors favored 
from the usual standpoints of plot, | 
action and_ characterization—and | 
which since has gone almost to the | 
top of the best-seller list—is ‘Above 
Suspicion’ by Helen MacInnes. Cer- 
tain to have been bought under or- 
dinary conditions, irregardless of its | 
it eyed | 
longingly by story eds—but they’re 
keeping hands off. It is a mystery- 
adventure novel of a young English 
couple sent to Germany spies 
shortly before the war broke out. 

‘Berlin Diary,’ by CBS correspond- 
ent William Shirer, is another which 
might well have found a film sale 
despite its non-fiction character. Its 
phenomenal sale (375,000 copies) 
makes it a valuable property even 
if only the title and a few incidents | 
were used in a film. 

Bosses Bidding 

With the author’s former and cur- | 








subject matter, is being 





as 


|rent bosses bidding against each | 
other, 20th-Fox’s purchase last 
week of a _ novelette by Helene | 


Manard virtually provided a plot in 
itself. Femme is presently assistant 
to the eastern story editor for David 
O. Sleznick. She was formerly aide 
to Bert Bloch when he was story ed 
for Samuel Goldwyn and is his pro- | 


tege. Bloch is now eastern story 
| chief for Fox. And it was Selznick 
| vs. Fox in the top bidding for Miss 
Manard’s yarn, ‘And This Too Is 
Love.’ 

Torn in her allegiances, plus the 
fact that a number of other com- 
| panies also wanted the story, Miss 
Manard tossed the whole thing in | 
| the lap of her agent, Carl Brandt. | 
He took the unusual step of an- 
nouncing that closed bids would be 


finishes his impending job as pilot of | 


the next Jane Withers starrer, ‘Not 
For Children.’ 

Werker’'s latest completed job on 
the Westwood lot was ‘Moon Over 
Her Shoulder.’ 


Pretty F lossy Lady 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

‘Lady of the Night,’ a $650,000 
production. went into work yester- 
day. (Mon.) at Republic with Albert 
Cohen producing and Leigh Jason 
directing. 

Toppers in the cast are Joan 
| Blondell and John Wayne. Screen- 
iplay is by Isabel Dawn and Boyce 
De Gaw. 





accepted from all companies up un- 
til 4 p. m. Sept. 8, with the 
highest bidder taking it at that time. 
at $10,250. 

Fox last week also purchased 
$35,000 ‘The Pied 


on 


for Piper,’ novel 
by Nevil Shute, which makes the 
fourth of his books to be held by 
film companies, although none has 
ever been produced Selznick owr 
Shute’s ‘Ordeal,’ Metro he ‘Kin- 
dling’ and Loew-Lew recently re- 
leased their option on ‘Landfall.’ 
Cronin’s If Money 

David O. Selznick has not pi 
chased A. J. Cronin’s ‘Keys to the 
Kingdom’ outright. but has taken a 
| form of option on it. He paid Cror 
| $10,000, which includes four weeks’ 
}service by the author in working 
} out a screen play. If it is satisfac- 
tory, Selznick guarantees Cronin 
another $40,000 within six months 
and an additional $50,000 within a 





year. Producer, at any time, how- 
ever, may drop the entire deal by 
making no further payments. 
Next important film purchase 
expected to be Daphne du Maurier’s 
new novel, ‘Frenchman's Creek.’ 
Alfred Hitchcock, who filmed Miss 
du Maurier’s ‘Rebecca,’ has already 
made an offer on the new work, but | 
it has been nixed as too low 
“Marriage Is a Private Affair,’ Har- | 


is 


per’s $10,000 prize-winning novel, | 
which Metr bought last week, 


| brought author Judith Kelly $37,500. 


RKO’s purckase of ‘A Plague on | 
You,’ novel by Carroll Graham, was 
for $15,000. 


Quick Shift to Regular Prices Alone 
Saved Some Epics, Originally Upped 





| new contract. 


| tions 


Yards of Books 


Major picture companies have 
been offered film rights to 950 
books. They can be bought in 
bulk or separately, although in 
the former case a price would 
have to be placed on each title. 
List comprises the holdings of 
the Macauley Company and Lee 
Furman, publishers, who went 
bankrupt last December. 

Offer was made by Charles 
Seligson, attorney for the trustee, 
Samuel P. Adelman. Some of 
the films companies were inter- 
ested, although the work of 
checking the list and pulling 
synopses out of the file to de- 
terrnine which, if any, stories 
were desirable, precludes any 
early action. 


Pat Casey in N.Y. | 








Labor Huddles 


the 
international 


under studio 


with 
unions, which are scheduled to begin 
Saturday (20) in New York, sees Pat 
Casey in from the Coast to represent 


the producers. Casey arrived Mon- 


Negotiations 


basic agreement 


| day morning (15). 


Meantime, the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
is reported calling in representatives 
of the various Hollywood crafts in 
its sphere for meetings to consider a 
Old agreement under 
Studio pact expired last 


the basic 


| March. 


Not known where George E. 
Browne and Willie Bioff will sit in 
on the huddles, one report being that 
Louis Krouse, secretary- 
treasurer of the called the 
meeting of its locals. Neither 
Browne nor Bioff are in New York 
at ft Forme! Chicago, 
is on the but 


hortly w 


general 


IA, had 


"esent 


Bioff 


In 
Coast 
come east 
$550,000 extortion 
in Federal 


1S 
both 
th 

case 
court, 


while 
will have 
trial of 
scheduled 
Oct. 6 

It is 


1O 
the 
to start 
virtual certainty that in- 
creases better working condi- 
will by the IA 
and the other internationals working 
the 


a 
and 
be demanded 
in studios 
CIO Threat—Again 
Hollywood, Sept. 16 
to session of IATSE 


under mstruct! 


yn 


LANFIELD AT PAR TO 
DIRECT HOPE'S ‘BLONDE’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Sidney Lanfield checked in at 
Paramount as director of the next 
Bob Hope-Madeleine Carroll co-star- 
rer, ‘My Favorite Blonde.’ 
Contract calls for options on Lan- 
field’s services for two more pictures. 


Sandy Back in Focus 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 


Baby Sandy put aside her toys to | 
start ‘Melody Lane’ at Universal un-'! 
' stories for 


der direction of Charles Lamont. 

Singing lullabies and other tunes 
are the Merry Macs, sharing 
billing with the infant 


| certain 





For New Studio | 


in 


for 


star 


While distributors undoubtedly are 
going to continue seeking upped ad- 
mission scales for certain outstand- 
ing pictures, recent experience with 
tilted prices has about convinced 
many distribs that kited scales often 
do not justify themselves in the long 
run. 

Re-appraisal of results achieved 
has shown that the ultimate gross of 
films has been injured by 
such experimenting. Outstanding 
factor developed in attempts to boost 
admittance prices is that the gen- 
eral public is not ready for these 
higher scale engagements. And it is 
only when the distributor has been 
alert enough te quickly shift from 
the higher admittance setup to the 
usual scale that returns have not 
been impaired in most instances. 

Case in point is ‘Meet John Doe,’ 
which went out to a number of key 
spots at above-normal scales. When 
results did not measure up to expec- 
tations, Warners immediately shifted 
to regular prices. As a consequence, 
the picture has played some 10,000 
accounts in the domestic market. 
The distributor was wise enough to 
switch and thereby cash in on the 
extensive national advertising and 
exploitation then available. 

The element of time and changing 
events, of course, enters into the sit- 
uation. Perhaps the best example 
of this is ‘The Dictator,’ which had 


a six-month protection clause over 
the lower-priced dates. By the time 
the Chaplin picture was ready for 


genera] distribution it was summer 
and nothing connected with dictators 
is being accepted as funny by most 
patrons. Both factors figured in this 
situation, with the number of en- 
gagements played thus far way be- 
low original expectations. 

There are any number of other 
recent instances where the distribu- 
tor faced the problem of shifting 
quickly to general release cr taking 
a chance of the picture being able 
to do as well later when sent out at 
regular prices. 


Wall St. Sees 20th-Fox’s 
3d Quarter Net Profit 
Doubling Ist Six Months 


20th-Fox has shown such an im- 
provement in recent weeks, with the 
upbeat still continuing, that financial 
circles expect the gro revenue of 
the company to prove a real eye- 
opener before the end of 1941. First 

| indication of the tremendous in- 
crease in revenue is expected to 
show up in the third quarter, which 
en Sept. 30 Although 20th-Fox 
howed a net of only $457,189 in the 
fir half € led June 30 pre nt 
; me f , ¢ ! g 
1 

7 the 

! i ¢ from 

A é of 

( é mest r ex- 

( ) > t pl € 

e Se er qu er. Prt 
( ne that returns are 
int! 30-407 ahead of average 
good-business films, with the Jack 
Benny comedy credited with being 


the best grosser for 20th since ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band.’ 

Ability of 20th-Fox to get back in 
the big net-profit class among the 
major companies still will depend on 
how much is written off for foreign 
losses and whether operating costs 
have been kept within reasonable 
bounds. However, Wall Street looks 
a marked improvement from 
now until] the end of the year. 





BOYER’S STORY CHOICE 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Boyer is reading two 
his next start at Para- 
mount, one of which will be pro- 

duced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
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~ SMILIN’ THROUGH 


(SONGS AND COLOR) 
Metro release of Victor Saville produce 


tion. Stars Jeanette MacDonald and Brian 
Aherne. Features Gene Raymond and Ian 
Hunter. Directed by Frank Borzage. Pho- 


tographed in Technicolor, Screenplay, Don- 
ald Ogden Stewart and John Balderston; 
based on stage play by Jane Cowl and 
Jane Murfin. Musical direction, Herbert 
Stothart; camera, Leonard Smith; film edi- 
tor, Frank Sullivan. Reviewed in Projec- 
tion Room. N. Y. (Trade Showing), Sept. 5, 
41. Running time, 100 MINS, 

Kathleen S evis Jeanette MacDonald 
Moonyean Clare) 

Sir John Carteret..cccssess 
Kenneth Waynel o...., 
Jeremy Wayne $ 


...Brian Aherne 
-Gene Raymond 


Rev. Owen Harding............ Ian Hunter 
Thee. conccdosscceseooece Frances Robinson 
TEES. 5 0 ca ceece esses e»---Patrick O' Moore 
Charles (Batman).....es+++-- Eric Lonsdale 
Kathleen (as child).......... Jackie Horner 
BextONn...ccccccccccecces «es-..-David Clyde 
Dowa@er..cesesecvcsseceeese- Frances Carson 
Woman.....-. eeccccccccce ..--Ruth Rickaby 


‘Smilin’ Through,’ which bids fair 
to rival ‘East Lynne’ as an imperish- 
able tear-jerker, on its third screen 
attempt emerges in color and with 
songs. It indicates satisfactory, but 
not exciting, returns. 

Jeanette MacDonald and Brian 
Aherne head the cast. Recent con- 
cert tours by Miss MacDonald, plus 
the fact she and Gene Raymond, 
who's featured, are married, should 
not be overlooked in figuring this 
one. 

Besides the innovation of color, 
there is also Miss MacDonald’s sing- 
ing. And this singing is so abun- 
dant, it smashes the story's dra- 
matic impact. Her reprising of three 
semi-classics a half-dozen times, 
though minus musical-type produc- 
tion accoutrements, definitely sub- 
tracts from the telling of this sensi- 
tive tragedy, which is further weak- 
ened by Aherne’s inability to appear 
as tragic as the author wrote his 
role. Gene Raymond, blonde again, 
plays the romantic vis-a-vis and 
does nicely opposite his wife. 

On the credit side is the color, 
the fine acting by Miss MacDonald 
and, of course, her voice. The mis- 
take, though, has been in having her 
But Miss 
MacDonald is liked by the ladies. 
They like to hear her sing, this is a 
cry story, and Miss MacDonald is a 
redhead here cameraed in color. So 
if the story is a little sombre 
dated there is sufficient present to 
overcome those factors. 

With the exception of the vocalis- 
tics, the Donald Ogden Stewart and 
John Balderston screenplay close- 
ly follows the two previous picture 
versions ('22 and ’32) and the Jane 
Cowl-Jane Murfin original play, 
which starred Miss Cowl in 1920. 
Producer Victor Saville has given 
the film fine scenic appointments, 
the English countryside appearing 
realistic. On the other hand, director 
Frank Borzage hasn’t supplied the 
story with much pace. The vocaliz- 
ing has much to do with slowing the 
action. 

With the exception of Ian Hunter, 


and- 





| added a pass! 
| the 


also featured, the cast is small and | 


unimportant. Frances Robinson does 
nicely as a housemaid. Scho. 


WEEKEND IN HAVANA 


(MUSICAL—COLOR) 
20th Century-Fox release of William 
Baron production. Stars Alice Faye, John 
Payne, Carmen Miranda and Cesar Romero. 
Features Cobina Wright, Jr., Bar- 
bier, Sheldon Leonard, Leonid hinskey. 
Billy Gilbert. Directed by Walter L 
Photographed jn Technicolor. Story 
adaptation, Karl Tunberg and 
Ware; songs, Mack Gordon, Harry 
ren and James V. Monaco; editor, Allen 
McNeil; dance director, Hermes Pan, 
Ernest Palmer. lradeshown in 
10, “41. Running 


George 


ing. 
and 
Darrell 


War 


cocescescesesece Alice Faye 
eee eeeeerererereess John Payne 
eee Carmen Miranda 
Romero 
socces Wright, Jr. 
Walter McCracken. .cece...- George Barbie: 
BCU. ci cen scesseeractaceke OO Leonard 
MOMENI < 06:60 00506609040665%% Leonid Kinskey 
og ee en ry Chris-Pin Martin 
pia aie: bp wih a cerdb pica oc Billy Gilbert 


Nan opencer 
Juy Williams 
Rosita Rizas 
Monte Blanca 
Terry 


seers ersees Cesar 


Built to musical comedy specifica- 
tions, this picture evolves as medium 
entertainment and figures to do from 
fair to good business. It has cast 
names to recommend, there are good 
production values, excellent color 
camera work, at least one song in 
the probable hit division and per- 
formances by the players that de- 
rive the most from the possibilities 
offered. Picture is William Le- 
Baron's first for Twentieth-Fox. 

But it will take better musicals 
than this to keep Alice Faye on top 
and push John Payne along. With- 
Out its production backgrounds and 
color the film would be much less 
acceptable. The picture also amounts 
to a swell publicity break for Ha- 


| Nevada gold-strike 


Le- | 


}and Miss 
time, 80 should 


|}and women meke the matinees 


all expenses paid, this being the 
only condition under which she’ll 
sign. Payne plays the dull compan- 
ion most of the way with the result 
that Miss Faye takes a liking to Ro- 
mero, but on learning that Romero 
is being paid for his trouble she re- 
bels. Thereupon Payne snaps out of 
it and wins over Miss Faye. 

Walter Lang’s direction is smooth, 
keeping the camera well on the 
move although that does not save 
the film from its dragginess. A 
night club set is provided for most 
of the song numbers headed by the 
Gordon-Warren ballad, ‘Tropical 
Magic.’ This is done first by Miss 
Faye and Romero, and later reprised 
in an outdoor scene by the former 
and Payne. The Faye-Romero team 
also features ‘Romance and Rhumba’ 
written by Gordon and Monaco. This 
tune is second best. Others, all by 
Gordon and Warren, are ‘Man With 
the Lollypop Song’ (only a portion 
of which is sung by Billy Gilbert); 
and three which Miss Miranda of- 
fers, ‘Weekend in Havana,’ ‘When I 
Love, I Love’ and ‘The Nango,’ all 
well delivered. 

Hermes Pan has staged the one 
production number which figures. 
It’s a colorful sequence with Miss 
Miranda and a mixed line of rhumba 
dancers, supplemented bv nitery pa- 
trons who mix into it for a fini-h. 
Vivid colors are employed in the 
costumes. 

Of the other cast members Cobina 
Wright, Jr., photographs charming- 
ly and looks to be headed for heav- 
ier assignments. She doesn’t have 
much to do this time. George Bar- 
bier, as a shipowner, is dropped 
shortly after the opening. A touch 
of menace is lent bv Sheldon Leon- 
ard as a gambling house-niterv op- 
erator. Char. 


HONKY TONK 


Metro release and Pandro S. Berman pro- 
duction. Stars Clark Gable and Lana Tur- 
ner Features Frank Morgan, Claire Tre- 
vor, Marjorie Main and Albert Dekker 
Directed by Jack Conway. Screenplay, 
Marguerite Roberts and John Sanford; mu- 


sical score, Franz Waxman. Camera, Har- 
old Rossom; film editor, Blanche Sewell; 
Tradeshown in N. Y., Sept. 12, ‘41. Run- 
ning time, 104 MINS. 

COMES cOMNBOR. 6.ccccdveeaceas Clark Gable 
Elizabeth Cotton........... Lana Terner 
UR AIULONS 9. 0 ks she neae ee Krank Morgan 
‘Gold Dust’ Nelson.......... Claire Yrevor 
Mrs. Varner...... cccsccoee mariorie Main 
Brazos Hearn.......... . Albert Dekker 
ee he ae eee Henry O'Neill 
I vu wick cone aoe tes (issvemh. Wile 
ya Oe aA ene Veda Ann Borg 
Covernor Wilson....... ....-Dougins Weod 
I NN ye oi eae 2 Betty Blythe 
SON cacccvancdbaenanes Harry Worth 
ee, SEP EUe CURE TTT Te Lew Hervey 





Metro has p-riayed a dressed up 


hoss cpera with Clark Gable and 
Lana Turner into a chunk of box- 
office dynamite. It may well rival 


the explosive power of ‘San Fran- 
cisco’ of a few years ago. 

To a rough and tumble 
ynate romance between 
Miss Turner and sultry 
side issues there are a 
town, gambling 
halls and all, and some salty dialos 
that must have just escaped 
Hays office. 

The screenplay, though padded a 
bit and still open to cutting, is 
cellent for this action picture pur- 
pose; Jack Conway’s direction is 
good withsut overplay of naturally 
exaggerated characters, and the stu- 
dio hes allowed producer 


torrid 


Gable. As 


Perman to be lavish on the produc- | 


tion end. 


The major power in ‘Honky Tonk’ | t¢ 


nes between Gable 
These 
word-of-mouth 
look 
like giveaway dav in aé_edepart- 
ment store. For the men, plus the 
flash of Miss Turner in black undies 
and opera length hose, _ there's 
enough action and gunplay to also 
make them wi'ling customers. 
Gable, ‘Candy’ Johnson, is a west- 


is in the love sec 
Turner. 
get wide 


‘ern grifter, working the three card 


|} monte 
Chill Wills, wind up in a gold-strike | 


| now the justice of the neace. 


game. He and his sidekick 


town where Gable immediately re- 
rews an acauaintanceship with Miss 
Turner. She’s the dauchter of Frank 
Morgan, also a former con guy but 
Gable 
under his thumb and 


sets Morgan 


| then proceeds to take over the town. 


|As a blind for his own operations 
Gable finances the building of a 
church, school and firehouse. He 


sends Morgan out of town to recruit 


vana, not to forget Macy’s which is | 


Mentioned twice. 

The book is conventional in pat- 
tern, lightweight in texture, and 
slow getting anywhere. The laughs 
are also a bit spaced but at the last 
a big one arrives, It’s in the hands 
of Cesar Romero incidentally, who, 
does a fine job the entire distance. 
However, Leonid Kinskey never gets 
much of a chance to be a funny guy. 
He's capable but lacks material here. 
Carmen Miranda gets a fair chance 
to engage in light comedy and has 
a good scene with Payne. 

Miss Faye, looking great under 
color, plays a Macy’s salesgirl whose 
long-planned vacation is interrupted 
when her cruise ship goes aground 
enroute to Havana. Refusing to sign 
a waiver of liability, the steamshin 
company assigns Payne to see tha‘ 
she has a good time in Havana with 





some crooked lecislators, meanwhile 
throwing a terrific pitch at Miss 
Turner who tumbles him off the 
water wagon long enough for him to 
forvet his no-marriage pledve. Mar- 
ried thev ride hich from there on. 
Morgen is killed by an ally of Gable 
and Miss Turner, seeing her father 
dead, folls out of a buggy. She loses 
the child she is bearing and this re- 
forms Gable who turns the town 
back to the aroused citizens. Gable 
scrams but is followed by the now 
recuverated Miss Turner for a re- 
conciliation in a hotel room which 
cen class as a warm finish. 
Performances are uniformly good. 
Clnire Trevor is in what is now a 
standard nart for her. As a gambling 
room hustler and dealer she’s tons 
and the inflection she puts info call- 
ing her ex-sweetheart Gable ‘Candy- 
man’ will set a chuckle. Albert 
Dekker is a fine actor and able men- 
ace: Moreen dors verv well with his 
nart. the same eninge for Chill Wills. 
Moin i> the 
bonselreener 
and Toner, they pour 


Rixrtaria excellent as 
hard -hitten 


As for Ct 


ronoomineg 


tte 


lot is | Se 3 j i 
plot is |of the cast is in chiefly for bits bt 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Smilin’ Through’ (H-G), 
(Color). Jeneatte MacDonald, 
Brian Aherne, Gene Raymond 
presage moderate returns for 
this dated remake. 

‘Weekend in Havana’ (Musi- 
eal-Color). Alice Faye and John 
Payne in moderate musical. 

‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G). Clark 
Gable and Lana Turner toplin- 
ing a_ surefire boxoffice action 
film. 

‘Look Who’s Laughing’ (RKO). 
Bright, above-par B entry with 
Edgar Bergen-Charlie McCarthy 
and Fibber McGee & Molly. 

‘The Feminine Touch’ (M-G). 
A happy comedy of good cast in- 
dicating satisfactory grosses. 

‘The Prime Minister’ (WB). 
British-made biography of Dis- 
raeli with excellent cast. Fig- 
ures light for regular houses. 

‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO). 
Mediocre programmer that will 
be hard to sell. 

‘The Gay Falcon’ (RKO). Nifty 
whodunit likely to be forerunn- 
er of a new series. Sturdy pro- 
grammer geared for twin bills. 

‘Harmon of Michigan’ (Col). 
Timely for fall football season 
as a dual supporter. 

‘Two in a Taxi’ (Col). Luke- 
warm programmer about trials 
and tribulations of taxi drivers; 
for lower half of daulers. 

‘Riders cf the Purp-e Sage’ 
(20th). Western that will sat- 
isfy. Made three times already. 

‘Lone Rider Ambus"ed’ (PRC) 
(Songs) No. 5 in George Hous- 


ton western starrer. B.o. out- 
look rosy. 
‘Ultimo Refuge’ (Argentine). 


Passable drama, first production 





of Baires. 
‘Hay Que Cesar A_ Ernesto’ 
| (Argentine). Indie farce, mode 
| in Argentina, tha.’s okay for 


native neighbork sods. 

‘Bad Man of Deadwood’ (Rep). 
Moderately entertaining western, 
whose cast partially overshadows 
Roy Rogers starred. 

‘Mama Gloria’ (Arventine). 
Oldtime U.S.-type undergradu- 
ate yarn; should do okay. 

‘My Friend Clock-Joh~’ (For- 
eign). Topflight Swedish ro- 
mantic comedy, among best to 
come from Scandinavia. 











| on plenty evidence that they are an 


the | 


exceptional boxoffice blend. Rest 
| handle themselves’ well. Betty 
' Blythe, the silent star, is billed but 


has only one line and a momentary 


| few feet on the screcn. 
Harold Rosson. with the rest of the 
| production staff, has done some 


ex- | 


| Look Who’s Laughing 


Pardro | 


sequences | 


| above average camera wer’. Scho. 


RKO release of Allan Dwen nrod yn 
directed by Dwan. Stars Edgar Bergen 
(Charlie MeCarthy), Fibber McCce ind 
Molly, Lucille Ball. Story and screenplay, 
James V Kern: Fibl material, Don 
Quinn, Leonard L. Levinson Bergen ma- 
terial Zeno Klinker, Dorothy Kingsley; 
score, Roy Webb; music director, Con- 

| stantine Bakaleinikoif; camera, Frank 
Redman, Vernon L. Walker; editor, Sher- 
man Todd; asst. director Edward Dona- 
| hue Tradeshown in N. Y. Sept. 16, ‘41. 
| Running time, 75 MINS. 
| Edgar Rergen chee ee Edgar Bergen 
f harlie McCarthy........Charl'e McCarthy 
men MOOR < 6k cScébaed bade Jim Jordan 
} Molly WrerrerririT Ty Tt Marian Jordan 
SUM POROtGO. 6405003000000. Lucille Dal 
| Jerr: CASO SS eeeseesedeaseceers [ee Bonnell 
| Marge. .....eeececereccceees Doroth Lovett 
CROP IOONG, «5 cs-5 6 kaha tek bs Iiarold Peary 
| Mrs UC petemtoR. ccccscceses Isibel Randoloh 
SEs) sae dd) 00s wees ees wewkn Walter Baldwin 
| Hilary Horton......ceeee- Neil Hamilton 

EI. os Wat cen RetaekKwnean Charles Halton 
mer. COMMS. << ccconveveness Harlow Wilcox 

, F20tel Mamamer. .ccccesaees pencer Charters 
| Meyor k ti @Se eee ee ole ‘ Jed VProuty 
ONES ec tnekersadsetennee George Cleveland 


This radio package turns out OK 
film fodder, which permits the thea- 
tre owners, for a change, to cash in 
on the mike buildup. Coupling Ed- 
gar Bergen (‘Char'tie McCarthy’) 
with Fibber McGee and Molly, each 
playing themselves, is good show- 
manship and, more important, is sus- 
taining in its unreeling. It’s no wow 
effort, but will please as a better- 
than-average B. 

Story embraces all the necessary 


gar Bergen is forced down in his 
private plane. Charlie McCarthy 
plays throughout as a character en- 
dowed with all the human elements, 
and in many scenes is even pro- 
jected sans Bergen’s company. 

Fibber and Molly are their usual 
honest selves; Bergen an unwitting 
Santa Claus in bringing a plane fac- 
tory to Wistful Vista; while Lucille 
Ball, who is co-starred, is equally 
sympathetic as Bergen’s femme aide. 
She is almost married off to Lee 
Bonnell, his business manager, when 
actually he and Dorothy. Lovett are 
in love, so that a neo-Leap Year 
proposa] finally brings Miss Ball and 
the bashful Bergen together for the 
final clinch. 

All the radio characters are there. 
and even Harlow Wilcox, 





of the Fibber show, is cast in a role. 
Harold Peary (Gildersleeve) is Fib- 
ber’s ‘chum’ and an unwilling cat’s- 
paw for Charles Halton, the menace. 
Neil Hamilton is the aeronautical 
tycoon, Bergen’s pal and partner, 
who buys Fibber’s site for the air- 
port. 

In the romantic roles, and as the 
harried worrier for Bergen’s well- 
being, Lucille Ball is fetching, as is 
Dorothy Lovett, the secondary ro- 
mantic femme. She's a personality 
brunet of thespic promise; and that 
goes for Lee Bonnell, juve. 


Jim and Marian Jordan are capi- 
tal in their tried and proved Fibber 
and Molly roles. He gets in all his 
radio alliterations; and she even 
does the baby-talk stuff as a hoax 
on lovesick Charlie. As further test 
of their values, the vision of a ma- 
ture femme like Miss Jordan visibly 
cooing little-girl prattle could have 
been hazardous, but, situationally 
and showmanly, she gives excellent 
account of herself. As the patient, 
understanding spouse to McGee’s 
harried career as prez of the Wistful 
Vista C. of C. she’s as ideally cast 
as Judge Hardy’s Family. 

Allan Dwan _produced-directed 
with expert hand and canny pacing, 
the 75 minutes keeping everything 
tight and compact. James V. Kern 
(wasn’t he the ex-Yacht Clubber?) 
scripted a sturdy original and the 
radio stars’ own battery of word- 
smiths, Don Quinn, Leonard L. Levin- 
son, Zeno Klinker and Dorothy 
Kingsley, hit a good cinematic Cross- 
ley with the jive that Bergen an 
the Jordans utter. Abel. 


THE FEMININE TOUCH 


Metro release of Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
production. Stars Rosalind Russell, Don 
Ameche and Kay Francis. Features Van 
Heflin and Donald Meek. Directed by W. 
S. Van Dyke, Il. Screenplay, George Op- 
penheimer, Edmund L. Hartmann and Og- 
den Nash; musical score, Franz Waxman; 
camera, Ray June; film editor, Albert Akst. 





Tradeshown in N. Y., Sept. 12, ’41. Run- 
nint time, 96 MINS, 

Julie Hathaway........... Rosalind Russell 
eee «RRC WET sok cccccekeoese Don Ameche 
| Peer ee Kay Francis 
Peet ENE. 5 osne's cascdeeoaes Van Heflin 
Capt. Makepeace Liveright....Donald Meek 
Pu‘ ber-Legs Ryan......ceee- Cordon Jones 
Reiley BARN os cv 6sev eve cen Henry Daniell 
Freidie Bond......... S'dney Biackmer 
Dean Hutchinson........... Grant Mitchell 
PPIURGRs cin Chis ee rbvesdeeeen David Clyde 
| Here is another comedy winner. 
It’s a major laughgetter, at times 
smart and at times screwball, and 


boxoffice from the initial marquee 
drautht to the screen fadeout. 


Aside from its bright commercial 
aspects, ‘The Feminine Touch’ is im- 
portant through showcasing Rosalind 
Russell as ene of the top film come- 
diennes. She has done well in the 
| past, but never before has she been 
fiven such broad opportunities as 
this picture affords. She handles 
the sophisticated material equally as 
we'll as the frequent excursions into 
slapstick. 

Another performer who can be 
| thankful for this film is Don Ameche. 
While Miss Russell will win many 
| new friends, Ameche is going to re- 
|}gain many old ones who have been 
|lost in a long run of stereotyped 
| roles. Ameche, as an absent-minded 
, but honest professor, can also pitch 
icomedy, but it’s been a long time 
|} since he’s had this kind of material. 
| The third star. Kay Francis, likewise 
|shows up well, but the point of the 
plot stresses Miss Russell, Ameche 
and Van Heflin. Latter is featured 
| here, but may rate star billing in the 
| future. 

There is only one drawback to this 
picture. That is its close story par- 
allel to ‘Married Bachelor,’ trade- 
} shown last week. Both features 

concerned with book _pub- 





| 
} 
| 
| 


|} are 
| lishing, a young married couple, and 
'a romantic book publisher. It’s even 
noticeable, for instance, that the pub- 
|lishing house receptionist in both 
films is the same unbilled girl, and 
; two sets are the same, so these two 
films cannot possibly be played to- 
gether or too close on play dates. 
The script grves dumb _ football 
players a thorough lacing and points 
up the literary set as a flock of 
crewball lushes and_ predatory 
wolves Ameche scrams Digby U 
after refusing to pass an All-Ameri- 
can tackle who hasn’t the I. Q. of a 
ix-year-old. With his wife, Miss 
Russell. he winds up in New York 
with an academic tome debunking 
jealousy. Miss Francis, as the assist- 
ant to publisher Van Heflin, sees 
great possibilities in it if Ameche 
will commercialize it with down-to- 
learth writing; Heflin sees only Miss 
| Russell. Ameche, the personification 
of his own book, even prescribes his 


elements. Fibber and Molly are | wife to cure Heflin’s reputed neuroti- 
localed in Wistful Vista — their |cizm. This causes a bit of a mixup, 
|radio-borrowed habitat—when Ed- | Miss Francis being in love with Hef- 


lin while Miss Russell thinks Miss 
Francis is on the make for Ameche. 
The comoplications are obvious but 
funny, while a dream seauence and 
the finale are sheer custard pie. 

Miss Russell, who burns every time 
she fails to make Ameche jealous, is 
a natural as the smalltown girl mar- 
ried to the brilliant if complacent 
| professor. Ameche, with a hefty 
| share of dryly humorous dialog, gets 
| every possible laugh out of the lines. 
| Miss Francis looks well and is prop- 
'erly distraught, and Heflin, highly 
| comedic, is both funny and excellent 
| as the publisher suffering from every 
| type of neurosis, who can’t trap Miss 
| Russell and finally has to wind up 

with Miss Francis. Donald Meek, 
a'en featured. may have had 





| 
| 


cutting room. He’s seen only briefly 
as a boatman. Of the remainder of 
the cast, Gordon Jones, playing a 
gridiron stupe; Sidney Blackmer, as 
a drunken lawyer; Henry Daniell, as 
a drunken iiterary critic, and Grant 
Mitchell, playing the dean of Digby, 
do well. 

W. S. Van Dyke, II, has directed 
with good pace for the most part, 
but some of the redundancy could 
have been trimmed. Production is 
standard, Scho. 


THE PRIME MINISTER 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Warner Bros. release of Teddington (Lon- 


don) Studios production. Features John 
Gielgud, Diana Wynyard, Will Fyffe, 
Owen Nares and Fay Compton. Directed 
by Thorold Dickinson. Screenplay, Michael 
Hogan and Brock Williams; camera, Buosil 
Emmott. Tradeshown in N. ~» Sept. 11, 
‘41. Running time, 94 MINS, 

Rrra ere eee John Gielgud 
Pe DI Cecéetedacdon ses Diana Wynyard 
(eee km ome Will Fyffe 
OB ss OS Owen Nares 
Rg rr Fay Compton 
Princeas Victoria......cee. Pamela Standish 
Mr. Gladstone.............Stephen Murray 
Lord Melbourne.......... Frederick Leister 
Sir Robert Peel..........Nicholas Hannen 
CS ER oo iscsi cececd Anthony Ireland 
Lady Londonerry............. Irene Browne 


American interest may be more 
provoked by the contemporary par- 
allels to be drawn from this biogra- 
phy of Benjamin Disraeli than by 
the film’s worth as entertainment. 
Primarily made for British audiences 
it has its powerful moments, but the 
impression the film leaves is that of 
a series of tableaux technically well 
done. Indications are that patronage 
will be light and its best chance real- 
ly seems to be among the sure-seat- 
ers. What could help would be for 
the Washington hearing to point this 
out as ‘another propaganda picture.’ 


Episodes in the picture which bear 
a contemporary echo come in the 
final reel. Disreeli, weary, wants to 
retire, but his Queen urges him to 
stay and defeat an alliance which im- 
perils the Empire. Germany, Aus- 
tria and Russia have entered into an 
entente, and Russia has started to 
move into the Balkans against Tur- 
key, a British ally. Disraeli’s cabinet 
favors appeasement, but the Prime 
Minister. disregard.:ng this counsel, 
surreptitiously moves to thwart Rus- 
sia. The opposition in Parliament 
assails his action, byt Disraeli’s mili- 
tary ruse ends in triumph, as does a 
later diplomatic joust with Bismarck. 
| These espisodes sum up as powerful 
| dramatic fare, but do not suffice to 
make up for the earlier slow footage, 


It is to be assumed that John Giel- 
gud’s characterization and perform- 
ance will be comrared to the Dis- 
raeli of George Arliss, in that War- 
ner picture of 1929. The observer 
cannot escape from the feeling that 
Gielgud is really not inside the part, 
so that the Disrseli he compounds is 
stiff, stilted and unwieldy. 


In sharp contrast is the fine, ingra- 
tiating mood with which Diana Wvn- 
yard unfolds her part as his wife. 
Whatever emotional pull pervades 
the picture outside of that final reel 
is due whollv to Miss Wynyard’s 
fine performance. 

While there are many flag-waving 
speeches they are at least marked 
by brevity and restraint. The scenes 
in Parliament in which party lead- 
ers lock horns are effectively staged, 
and Will Fyffe does a brilliant bit as 
a soapbox agitator.. 

Because of its attempt to cover 
such tremendous ground within 90- 
odd minutes, the screenplay is any- 
thing but cohesive and smooth in its 
tempo and movement. There are 
numerous explanatory titles, and the 
transition from one scene to another 
is frequently choppy. The meb scenes 
are well handled, and the scenic in- 
vestiture brings much credit to the 
production. Odec 


UNEXPECTED UNCLE 


RKO release of Tay Garnett production. 





Features Anne Shirley, James Craig, 
Charles Coburn, Ernest Truex, Renee 
Haal. Directed by Peter Godfre\ Story, 
Eric Hatch; adaptation, Delmer Daves and 
Noel Langley; editor William Hamoilt 
photography, Robert de Grasse Trad 
shown in N Y. Sept 5, °4 Running 

| time: 67 MINS. 
Kathleen ‘ Ann r 
JORMNT .cocsccecsovccoeces ee Jam g 
Seton enecoessdeesesese (‘harle ( t 

| WiKING. . . ccscvccenccesese rne rex 
6 i. a Renee Haal 
Tommy.. ovecscecceees Russell Gleason 
Rare. COCRTOR. cccseseess Astrid Allwyvn 

| Sanderson --Jed Prouty 

A slow and improbable story, 


weak performances, colorless direc- 
tion and sub-standard production 
combine to make this one poor en- 
tertainment. Its weakness will re- 
sult in a minimum number of con- 
tracts in al] probability as well as 
in less desirable dating. The cheaper 
duals is where it will land mostly. 

Tay Garnett is the producer, and 
while a seasoned film-maker, he has 
failed to invest ‘Unexpected Uncle’ 
with much in the way of production 
value. Some of the Florida back- 
grounds are particularly poor, being 
phoney-looking. Photography on 
the whole is also below par. 

The story, detailing the romance 
of a shopgirl and a rich young manu- 
facturer, lacks punch as well as 
originality. Dialog a!so is anything 
but snappy, and the comedy relief 
is woefully lacking. Best approach 
to laughs are the pitching of horse- 
shoes by a likable character playing 
the gal’s self-anvointed uncle who 
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KLRORE WO. “If Paramount continues this 


progress, exhibitors who show when such outstanding fea- 
their product will be ex- tures as Paramount is deliver- 


tremely happy as they can ing are shown.” 


look forward to greatly in- Elmore D. Heino, General Mgr., 
: National Theatre Corp., Roanoke, Va. 
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ss Estimates for This Week ‘Great Train Robbery’ (Rep) and Philadelphia, Sept. 16 
Sen Francisco, Sept. 16 ‘Sons Guns’ (WB), satisfactory $5,000. Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-35-40)— | ome Stagecoach’ (Col), ditto. I f 
Sa € isco, Sept. . 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— | «yr. Jordan’ (Col), after a week at Lincoin (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; There's a more chipper note along 


‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d wk). Click- Denver Fine $5,000, — Last week, 10-25-40)-—'Hold Ghost’ (U). Town’s | the rialto this semester as a flock of 
ing for good $6,000, after excellent |-sun Valley’ (20th), after week at 


Five holdovers on the street this 
week failed to give much impetus 


. ‘comers ‘Lady Be} enw | leader at smash $4,300 with good | brand-new films get their unveiling, 
to three newcomers. Lady $9,000 last week Denver day-date with Broadway, sibility. Last week, ‘Woman . ; 
- “ype opp “pet ‘This Woman Is | $9,000 last week. ; . = enver _ 2 | h.o. possibility. szast week, om ras § slight business let- 
fine” at econ a ‘Major Bar- | Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— | nice $5,500. |Mine’ (U), $1,800, pulled after five | There was still a slight business let 
Mine, é A » ——" . | 


. ag ‘Devil’s Island’ (Col) and ‘Tillie; Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-40)— down over the weekend as Philadel- 
bara,” at United Artists, are all in | Dev! Fair $3,000 in sight. | Sun Valley’ (20th) Qd wk.). After | 4@¥S: 


the so-so class. Latter picture got | Toiler’ age day Live’ (M-G) and} week at each Denver and Aladdin Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- phians took advantage of the 
; ‘ ‘ee ‘oday L NM-G) & | im 4 ‘ : “ 


»xpected ¢ lug when Herb | Last week, . 4 ; : ast week, | 238; 10-15-20)—‘Tight Shoes’ (U) and | Weather for their last outdoors flin 
Bg ig bag A ae Tol Ware, | ‘Doctor Kildare’ (M-G), satisfactory | getting good $3,000 here. Last week, ‘Man Lost Himself’ (WB). | Classy fi s g 


> g $3,500. ditto. a 00 ast week. ‘Lady Red Hair’ | of the summer. 
he KPO o ee aes | “aoheais (Ind) (1,100; 30-40- 60)— | teanam (Cockrill) (1.750: 25-35- | $1,800. Last week, ‘Lady 
is og 


“soe , : (WB) and ‘Accent Love’ (20th), not Checking in with the top grosses 
. >|} Wine’ (UA) and ‘District At-|40)—Henry Aldrich’ (Par) and “ * en oes a 
President's ot we ieceee aie | seed? (Rep). Good $4,000 in pros- | Major Bowes’ unit. Getting big $14,- ay H. Cooper-Par) (1.884: is Ice Capades’ backed _by Alv aed 
at 6 p. m., knocke oti ing a dip. pect. “ Last week, h.o. ‘Topper Re-/| 000. Last week, ‘Aloma’ (Par), nice 10-25-40)—’When Ladies Meet’ Rey's orchestra and Anita Louise's 
wees, seme + gens ms —— ‘tt or 7 it rns’ (UA) and ‘Streets Cairo’ (U), $10, 000 on second w eek. M-G) Starts today (Monday) personaling. Also in the chips is 
shortly after 3 p.m. It was after @ | turns é | Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)—|(M-G). Start: ~ day). * 

n. before turnstiles began to ap- | fair $2.500, . i. ‘Charlie | ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) set the town on | ‘Mr, Jordan,’ ‘Lady Be Good’ and 
ok 1 again. Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and laril€| Gre with colossal $5,500 for first], : Rae 
proach normal aga t W (600; 30-60).—‘L’Empreinte du Dieu’ | Chan Rio’ (20th). Excellent $11,- reek and $2.000 for four added days Stars Look Down. Remaining 

Estimates for This Week n (2d ah. Very good $1,500, after | 000. Last week, ‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) pat eo ietie Sehems>  <% 100: newcomer, ‘Belle Starr,’ is in the 
“Jeeyil- rae iM: pe aa * 28 handsome $1,600 last week. = bey ‘Dressed Kill’ (20th), nice $11,- 10-30-40)—"Tom, Dick’ (RKO). First disappointing category 

kK é err | 9 ° : > - ’ r 

Diego’ (M-G) (2d wk). Above ex- Pes Cireonstances y face and| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) | Pic on fall schedule headed for $3, Paramount's ‘Nothing But 














the 
t . a : very e. Last week, ‘Jungle : 
pectations s for strong $11, 000 in a) ‘Mauvais Garcon.’ Good $4,000. Last | —- Jexyll- -Hyde’ (M- -G) and ‘Down Fee ee ans it tet Wicuat daa ceihk cans Heme 
over frame. First week, smash | ‘Mau “C} me Valse’ and ‘Melle | San Diego’ (RKO). Big $12,000 and a a _ oases “~ arg rt ii at sie 
ago 55-77 i aa Wenn od $4,600. holding. Last week, ‘Citizen Kane’ drew okay 300, ’ i Bc ope anc arolyn 
So) Fantecia® Da | ee (RKO) (2d wk.) and ‘Kildare’s Wed- > Lee making in-person bows. Spe- 
$1.65 )—Fantasia < 3< 


ing’ (M-G), poor $7,000. 
Picking up a little for around $5,800. ding p $7 


cial guests will be delegates to the 
; Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 25-40)— ‘ ’ Allied convention which opened to- 
Last week, handicapped by the | ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) = and day (Tues.). 
three-day visit of the circus, plus : : . ‘Bowery Blitz’ (Mono). Good $6,000. 9 











ft Estimates for This Week 
‘eather, got $5,700. ge {M 
net olden ‘Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- fo ale i I gg old, |, Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)— 
e O) (3d wk). ; ‘Bathar ’ |‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G). Getting 
65)—‘Citizen Kane’ (RK Aladdin, and ‘Father Steps Out . ; : 
With a new stage show headed by (Mono), strong $6,500. bangup $12,000. Last week, ‘Our 
Romo Vincent, holding up for strong Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Dive Wife’ (Col) eked out bare $7,500 for 
$11,000. Second frame, splendi Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Bride Crutches’ holdover. 
$14,500. - (20th). Nice $2,200. Last week, ,Areadia (Sablowsky) (600; 35-46- 
ae, Sn ata ‘Ruggles Red Gap’ (Par) (revival), Boston, Sept. 16 olor "een ta lee toe Pe at — 
40-50)— This oman incinnati, Sept. 16. | after week at Paramount, and ‘Bor- : ogg Sag Pe es. ty Rs run), Foor 91, our days, yanke 
on "oe one Bg 0 A = Two of the Bang at ron els at| der Vigilantes’ (Par), good $2,000. Ps :.. ory ae o  hesitie ans after tomorrow (wed.) for second 
ing job, but wi tands are overcoming blah , pet iy ‘Fath run showing of ‘Jekyll.’ Last week, 
7500. Fourth (5-day) week of ‘Mr. major stan Dick Stabile’s orch with Father fairish $2,900 for split week. ‘Wil 
Its on holdovers to keep biz in sal Tee » | fairish § or split week, ‘Wild 
Jordan Psion 5 gael a the main on the sunny side, although ‘MIR JORDAN F $5 000 gg A pl by tye ond vane va * run) and ‘Caroline’ 
- 35.40- | it’s a couple shades under last week. . + m’ is eG run). : 
Pe pe reg tg ll bei ‘When Ladies Meet’ is the top pic . UAL houses, end Hold Back the Dawn’ is __Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
ee (MG) (2d wk). Hold- | tugger currently with a good Albee §0-S0 ON OMAHA D be Week Jordan (Col). Heading for okay 
pone Se od icely for $9,000. Last| mark. ‘Aloma of South Seas’ at the Estimates for This Wee . | $16,000. Last week, ‘Jekyll’ (M-G) 
i — 13,000 ele Oe Palace is the placer. Keith’s has a Boston (RKO) (3.200; 28-33-44-55- | snared mediocre $10,000 for second 
ee (F-WC) (1.475: 35-40- | dud in ‘Parachute Battalion.’ Omaha, Sept. 16. 65)— ‘Father Takes Wife’ = and week. 
50)—-‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Private Estimates for This Week Orrin Tucker and Bonnie Baker, | Stage show headed by Rochester. Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68-75) 


» det reover wk). Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— | with ‘Tight Shoes’ on the screen, are | Pulling ‘em in to tune of around —‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) with Alvino 
Su holding up here for oxay $4,-|‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G). Good | headed toward a new high for the | $21,000, 7... —— p+ sa rh Rey orch and Anita Louise onstage. 
S00 7 week above average $12,000. Same last week for ‘Jekyll- Orpheum and better than $21,000 is Charlie oe — M np ier |Cambo looks ican. ten eanneaen 
$6 000 Hyde’ (M-G). in sight. Sammy Kaye holds the | Stage show M&P witinrs a 44-55) $21,500. Couple laps ahead of ‘World 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— | house mark for stage shows, but Fenway (M& ) (1,37 Fey pos S Premiere’ (Par) and Tony Pastor 
(1,200; 35-40-50)—‘Major Barbara’ ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G). Moveover from| Tucker and Miss Baker seem on|—‘Parson Panamint (Par anc 





A orch which finished last week with 

(UA) and ‘Tanks Million’ (UA). In- | Albee. Poor $3,500. Last week ‘Citi- | the road to smash it. ‘World Premiere” (Par). On the soft | $18.500. 

augural program under new owner- | zen Kane’ (RKO) (2d run), mild Estimates for This Week side, around $5,000. Last ag Fox (WB) (2.423: 35-46-57-68) — 

shiv off to a mild start for around | $4,000. Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-40- |‘Aloma’ | (Par) and ‘Bride Wore ‘Aloma’ (Par) (2d wk) (6 days). 

$7,000. Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28) | 55)—Tight Shoes’ (U) and Orrin | Crutches’ (20th) (both continued run | wi) net okay $10,800 for this period 
‘Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) | ‘Cracked Nuts’ (U) and ‘Saddle| Tucker band with Bonnie Baker.| from the Met ditto, : Being pulled Thursday (48) for 

—‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and ‘Bul-| Mountain Roundup’ (Mono), split! Record $21,000, or better, in sight. Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- S es 


( L a pal “yas ‘Navy Blues’ (WB). 
ara B). Getting only | with “Dangerous Game’ (U) and) Last week, ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and | 39-44-55)—Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and € y 36; 35-46-57-6 
ser raze $13,000. Last (2d) five-day | ‘Citadel of Crime’ (Rep). Average | ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB), fair $9,000 | ‘Seattergood Broadway’ (RKO) (3d|_Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 








f - ee 5 —'Our Wife’ (Col) (2d run). Not 
b . é ‘ F : , y ar $11,500. 

. (Par) and ‘Lady | $2,000. Ditto last week with Ellery at 10-30-40. wk). Skidding to around $11, : ahi char : “ 
Lstisiana’ (Rep), finished with | Queen’ (Col) and ‘Bachelor Daddy’ |” Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- | Second week, $16,000, okay. cutee ee ta ee 
around $8,000 (U), divided with “Terror’ (FA) and | 25-35-40)—'Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and| Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- | 7.’ een (hk continued te 

ae ‘Paper Bullets’ (PRC). ‘Highway West’ (WB). So-so $5,000, | 44-55)—‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) 2 COMRNIEG <0 


Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)—| Last week, second week ‘Citizen | (exploited as world preem here) and | Score with even $5,000 for second 


, P r . ° H ’ + ; J try. 
‘ °° ? ‘N ’ ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) (2d wk.). Second | Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Repent Leisure’ | ‘Aldrich for President’ (Par). Aim- run 7 ; Sapna 
Unfinished, avy Blues week of moveover run. Fair $3.800,| (RKO), light $3,400. ing at $19,000, excellent, Last week, Keith’s (WB) (2,220: 35-46-57-68) 


- | after last week’s excellent $6,000. Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-30-|‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Ice-Capades‘ a Sun Valley (20th) (2d run). Not 

Each $6 200 Mem his} Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) | 49)—Kildare’s Wedding’ (MG) and| (Rep), double, $17,000. doing badly with $4,800 for this 
ac ) ’ p —‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO). Poor | ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). Fair $8.200. Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- | canto. Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) 
$3,200. Same last week on ‘Kildare’s | Last week, ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and|55)—‘Ladies - Meet?’ (M-G)  and| Smappy $4,500 for second week of 
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oe he ee Bayh en A eee ee Bee | eee Soe oy en | Miaaken CR) ceed: Weeet.es) 
tl bin pte Baey Beg ray Mg edn Wife’ (Col). Transferred from Pal- ‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) and ‘Big Jekyl! “and Hyde’ ¢ M-G) and ‘Whis- i ‘Belle Starr’ (20th). Femme ‘Billy 
MeL. UTarnee han Navy Blues’ op.) ace for secend week. Dull $3,000.| store’ (M-G). split wi ‘Flame New |tling in Dark’ (M-G), second week, | the Kid’ no boxoffice magnet with 
she & —— Bgl! gg at Last week ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), six ool a ). = = Rat ne eo ae $16,300, very good } sour $12,000 for initial sesh. Last 
ing strong on strength of mince? | days of third week, brutal $2,300. and ‘Reaching § ' (Par) Big Paramount (M&P) (1.797: 28-39-44- | week, ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) dropped 
Sextet’s visit. ‘Unfinished Business, Pals (RKO) (2.600: 33-40-50)— | 2% C & oun far). der : ha var) and|to bad $9.000 after chi ‘ i 
at Malco, and ‘Belle Starr,’ at Pal- ‘Al os “7 (Par) = <5 nest $2 000 $1,200. Last week, In Navy’ (U) and | 55) — Parson f anamint (F al and Pap oy, alter chipper opening. 
ace, are both bettering average| , ~eggel ‘0; Wife’ RCol). + Se ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par), split with ‘Mr, |‘World Premiere’ (Par). Will on Ries anton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57) 
grosses neatly. vast wee ur Wife 017, OKAY | Dynamite’ (U), ‘Bad Men Missouri’! around $7.000, fair. Last week, | Stars Look Down’ (M-G), Netting 
Estimates for This Week $9,000. " (WB) and ‘Quarterback’ (Par), good | ‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Bride Wore | bangup $6,000. Last week, ‘Smiling 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)—|,, Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— | $1 99, Crutches’ (20th), same. ___|Ghost’ (WB) snagged okay $5,000. 
‘Navy Blues’ (WB). Those six ee ee ee, baal ~ Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) | State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— | 
models didn’t hurt Howard Waugh’s | $1 16.500. a +f os WI He ai Dark’ — Gangs Sonora’ (Rep), ‘Poison Pen’ | ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and Blondie ee rs 
campaign or the friendly reviews; | M. G) 3 as Phil He wae - en. | (Rep), ‘In Navy’ (U), triple split] Society’ (Col). _Garnering very 
looks to $6,200. Last week, ‘Smiling | (M;G) and il Harris band, sea-| with ‘So Ends Night’ (UA), ‘Man| pleasing $14,500. Last week. Jekyll ritis oin 
Ghost’ (WB), $2,800, poor. son’s opener, swell $15,500. Betrayed’ (Rep) and ‘Night Lisbon’|and Hyde’ (M-G) and ‘Whistling | 
Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— (Par), and ‘Underground’ (WB) and | Dark’ (M-G), second week, $11,500, | lamas Continued from page 5=———! 
‘Belle Starr’ (20th). This one seems ‘BARBARA’ LIGHT 7,000) ‘Frontier Fury’ (Cap). Fair $900. | okay. —_— , : , 
to have title appeal, might get $5,- | Last week, ‘Bad Man Deadwood’ Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25-|™al, standard production in this 


500. Last week, ‘Wild Geese’ (20th), | (Rep), ‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U) and | 44)—‘Wings in Dark’ (Par) (reissue) | country. Few picture officials be- 
$3.500, frail. AS K. C. EASES OFF | ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th), triple split | and ‘Citadel Crime’ (Rep) (1st run). | lieve that banking interests will ad- 
State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— i 


, with ‘Range War’ (PRC), ‘Adventure | Attracting healthy $3,000. Last week, | vance vor y on the promise that the 
*‘Major Barbara’ (UA), four days, Washington’ (Col) and ‘Singing Hills’ | ‘Lion Wings’ (UA) and ‘Hurricane U. 














S. distributors ultimateiy will t 
and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th), three days. Kansas City, Sept. 16. (Rep) and ‘Dreaming — (RKO) in th’ (Rep) , $2,800. their i zen funds fron ms Brit tish 
Pair may get weakish $3,500. Last | Two holdovers and pair of mild | and ‘John Doe’ (WB), $850 Is] aes °c ar os ; aie 
week, ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G), $6,200, | new entries slacken grosses consider- Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- | Sles. They consider iit too risky, 


: ? — ‘ ao 
nice. ; ably from the robust pace initiated | berg) (960-600-300; 25)—‘Tom, Dick, BUFF. PERKS: ‘VALLEY and further fail to see why Ameri- 
Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) | on Labor Day week. ‘Wild Geese Harry’ (RKO) and ‘Big Store’ (M-G), 


can film companies can’t get their 
— Unfinished Business’ (U). Crix Calling,’ 
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Re TIX | Ci , as newcomer to the - | split. with ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U), ‘ ER. 13G revenue out of Britain when many 
went to town for this and public is| quire and Uptown, is getting ph | ‘Wait for You’ (M-G) and ws AA | other lines of business h: 
responding for likely $6,200. Last! an is 
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business have been 
average play, and ‘Major Bar- | Sun’ (Par). Good $900. Last week, 





Tif.) ‘ or : ; ing s 

week, ‘Our Wife’ (Col), $5,000, good. | bara,’ as topper of dual at Midland, | ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Night Lisbon he rend mwa ee ae 
,otrand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22-| is also taking it easy (Par), split with ‘Quarterback’ (Par), Buffalo, Sept. 16. | Oe ean Cistrimutors Have sent 8 
33) Wide Open frown’ (Par), three | Estimates for This Week ‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and ‘Cow- Potent and diversified screen fare 100 full line. of product to Great 
cays, moon Miami (20th) (2d run), | Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- | boy Blonde’ (20th), good $1,000. at main stem spots is spinning the Britain ever since the outbreak of 
blag, de Meath as ealiheat, aa wis none and 2,043; 10-28-44)— — ticket rolls at a lusty rate. ‘Sun/ the war. But while doing this, they 
ays. ade ¢ as anticipated at | ‘wi Geese’ (20th), singled. Fairish Valley’ is the ceiling item, with} have not received the full amount of 

$1.500. Last week, ‘Blondie Society’ | at $6,300 combo. Last week ‘Sun A C Hl S h Sara’ P4 Pee lie ee ee ee 

: ° naoms <ORe : is rs chert 4aS ; ‘Dive Bomber’ zooming in close be-}| rave a ‘ hee 
ae ), three an ee Paige | Valley Serenade’ (20th), h.o., nice bbott- oste 0 omas hind . ag * vans eee Bena 5 eg on 
4 avs: ¢ - s ( - ° - - 2 - ~. a) - 
ares dene: 0 600 an “y _ ’ | $5,800. ’ Estimates for This Week cored E eas - aaa dia ahiy 
ays, ; , Zooa, Midland (Loew’s) (4101; 10-28-44) $4 300 j In OK Lincoln Buffalo (Shea) (3.500: 35-55 )—‘Sun | panies presently Is indisputably 
SSS —Major Barbara’ (UA) and ‘Big 9 r. 9 (Ont « ‘ 4 ‘ecq’| linked with securing money from 

eer : : Valley’ (20th) and ‘Down San Diego’ | * areal Ee 
’ ° : oss’ (Col), dualed. Little for the (M-G). Lively gate assures fine|-Great Britain, Australia and New 

Mont’l Pix 0oO |marquee h d has to |} . y : : 
os : : cont with light toni at $7 000 fash Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 16. $16,000. Last week, ‘Wild Geese’| Zealand. While admittedly they could 
‘a T ce nh s bs , eve oa Abbott and Costello twirl the ba-| (20th) and Jimmy Dorsey orch| get along without the remainder of 
e ee é ‘We : tear riety . : : er lig 
Sun \ alley Fine 87, 300, Pag Reg ye i gs Hol ee ee Ht Their | crashed through with _ brilliant| the foreign market, they are depend- 
Montreal, Sept. 16. Newman (Paramount) (1900: 10- folc lat Ghost’ is socko at the | $26,000. 





ent on securing full revenue from 
Britain and Australasia if continuing 
present standards of production. 


‘Sun Valley Serenade‘ setting the |9g-44)—‘Aloma’ (Par) (2d wk). Mav | Limcolm_and manager will probably; Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
Pace currently with good $7,500 and | run nine days, aaget B is io hold that picture for additional|_Dive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Chan 


robably a second stanza. ‘Dive |of $6,000 will be registered. First | UMe Sg . | Rio’ (20th). Enticing top_ coin, 
Seater’ repeating, may hit fine $6,- | week. nice $8,500. ia : Tough competition is “When Ladies | around $13,000. Last week, ‘Jekyll- 


000 on the h.o. Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 10-28-44) Meet,’ at Stuart, and Varsity’s ‘Tom, | Hyde’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks’ Million’ 





Estimates for This Week -——‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk). Dick and Harry.’ (UA) (2d wk), good for over virile; Louisiana’ (Rep). Good enough 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62 )—Sun Bringing good $6,000. First week, Estimates for This Week $8,000. $6,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Jordan’ 
Valley Serenade’ (20th). Sighting | $10,000, very nice. Colonial 


(Monroe-Noble-Federer) Hipp {Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘New) (Col) (2d wk) and ‘Tillie Toiler’ 
socko $7,500, with second week in Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— | (750; 10-15)—‘Riding Rainbow’ (Rep) | Wine’ (UA) and ‘Highway West’! (Col), ditto. 
sight. Last week, repeat ‘Hold Ghost’ | ‘Young Lady’ (20th) with vaude | and ‘Spitfire West’ (RKO), split with | (WB). Very pleasant session indi-| 20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
(U), good $6,000. headed by Morey Amsterdam. Bet-|‘Let’s Make Music’ (RKO) and/ cated, over $7,000. Last week, ‘Ped| 44)—‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO) 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— | ter combo than some others, but biz |‘Wanderers West’ (Mono). Fair | Men Missouri’ (WB) and ‘Flying! and ‘Scattergood Meets Broadway’ 
“Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Accent Love’|so-so $5,700. Last week ‘Accent | $900. Last week, ‘Lone Rider Am- | Blind’ (Par), gratifying $7,400. ; (RKO). Fair $6,000. Last week, 
(20th). Pointing nice $5,500. Last | Love’ (20th) with Don Bestor band.|bushed’ (PRC) and ‘Whispering Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40)| ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
week,. ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and! $7,000. Smith Speaks’ (PRC), split with|—‘Angels Wings’ (Rep) and ‘Lady | $6,000. 





























Wednesday, September 17, 


1941 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


13 





—_ 


Mostly 1.0.s in Chi, 


But Biz Bright: 


‘Bomber’ -Ennis 2d Nifty $34,000, 





‘Barbara’ $9,000, ‘Scandals’ Big 226: 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Number of holdovers in the loop 
currently will dip the receipts slight- 
ly, but the general pace of the busi- 
ness is excellent and augurs a good 


fall season. 

The Chicago, with ‘Dive Bomber’ 
on the screen and Skinnay Ennis 
orch on the stage for a second ses- 
sion, will come through with a high- 
ly profitable h.o., dipping less than 
25% from the initial session. 

At the United Artists ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ has proved a big boxoffice 
item and will go for several stanzas. 
Somewhat of a disappointment on 
its first week is ‘Major Barbara’ at 
the Apollo. While it will come up 
with a good house gross at $9,000, 
this is under what had been figured 
on for this followup on ‘Pygmalion.’ 

George White’s ‘Scandals’ on the 
State-Lake stage is the reason for a 
bang-up gross by that house cur- 
rently. 

Essaness Woods, after a spell of 
first-run flickers, has returned to a 
subsequent run policy. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Barbara’ (UA). Started slowly, 
but expected to build on_ word-of- 
mouth. Indicates $9,000 for initial 
session, good for the house, but con- 
sidered under what this picture 
should do in first run. Last week 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) in fourth 
loop week, got fine $6,200. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 

‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and Skinnay 
Ennis orch (2d wk). Will hold to 
fine $34,000 currently, after snag- 
ging excellent $43,300 last week. 
’ Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Manpower’ (WB). Moved here 
from Roosevelt and will manage all 
right $4,000. Last week, ‘Life Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G), completed four loop 
sessions to $4,300. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) and ‘Man 
Hunt’ (20th). Both pictures have 
previously played loop and nabes, 
but in this, second largest house in 
the loop, will come up with $8,500, 
good. Last week, ‘Uncertain Feel- 
ing’ (UA) and ‘Moon Miami’ (20th), 
not much at $6,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Baines Broad- 
way’ (RKO) (3d wk). Going to 
$10,000, fine, in final seven days after 
bright $15,100 last week, its second 
session at pop prices. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75) —Wild Geese’ (20th). Not much 
for this one and will have to be sat- 
isfied with $8,500, mild. Last week, 
‘Manpower’ (WB), snagged $7,500, 
all right, for second period. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Highway West’ (20th) and George 
White ‘Scandals.’ Strictly the unit 
for business currentiy and whirling 
the gate to $22,000, vlenty hefty. 
Last week, ‘Getaway’ (M-G) and 
‘Funzafire’ unit, good $18,400. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
$35-55-65-75)—-Ladies Meet’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Has proven a walloping 
winner here. ane through with 
brilliant $17,400 last week and wiil 
hold to excellent $12,000 currently. 


FATHER’-TED LEWIS HOT 





$20,000 IN CLEVELAND 





Cleveland, Sept. 16. 

It’s Ted Lewis’ umpteenth visit 
here, but the silk-hatted maestro and 
‘Father Takes a Wife’ are ringing up 
a take big enough to surprise the 
Palace execs. 

Fluctuating Indian summer 
festing some grosses, yet trade’s 
keeping on an even keel as the re- 
sult of defense money rolling in. 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— | 
wk). | 


‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) (3d 
Strong enough at $5,000 to warrant a 
fourth. Last week, swell $6,800. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
33)—‘Ice Capades’ (Rea) and ‘Pirates 
Horseback’ (Indie) pulling the ice 
fans for four days; worthwhile $1,600. 
Last week, ‘Blondie Society’ (Col) 
and ‘Citadel Crime’ (Rep), three 
days, fair $1,000. 

Circle (Polster) (1,800; 20-35)— 
‘40.000 Horsemen’ (Indie). Well 
sold on war and action angles, head- 
ing for handsome $3,500. Last week, 
‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G) and ‘Bul- 
lets O'Hara’ (WB), _ satisfactory 
$3,000. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d_ wk). 
Punchy thriller for this stand, push- 
ing toward smart $9,000 on second 
round, after rounding up great $15,- 
000 last week. 

Paiace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Father Takes Wife’ (RKO) with 
Ted Lewis unit. A perfectly tailored 
combo, with Gloria Swanson and the 
bandmaster bringing in veteran the- 
atre-goers: excellent send-off augurs 
$20,000, great. Last week, ‘Kildare’s 


Q 


af- | 





Wedding’ (M-G) and Billy Gilbert 
on stage, thin $13,500. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Aloma’ (Par). Not erupting 
much b.o. fire, with critics kidding 
it unmercifully; $12,000 best in sight. 
Last week, ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), 
also rather draggy at $13,000, but not 
bad. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G). Move- 
over garnering $4,200. Last week, 
‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) (2d wk), great 
$8,000. 


‘Sun Valley, Big 
32G, Emphasizes 
Healthy Det. B.0. 


Detroit, Sept. 16. 

Holdovers continue to emphasize 
the healthy, steady biz here, with the 
fresh bills shooting up grosses 
which formerly were reserved for 
stage show couplings. 

Fox currently is shooting toward 
the $32,000 level with ‘Sun Valley 
Serenade’ and ‘Charlie Chan in Rio,’ 
only notable fresh product in town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 








—Hold Ghost’ (U) (3d wk) ‘and 
‘Private Nurse’ (20th). Former still 
seems to carry enough for nice 
$7,000. Last week, coupled with 
‘Very Young Lady’ (20th), huge 
$8.500. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
Rio’ (20th). Terrific $32,000. Last 
week. ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and 
‘Dressed Kill’ (20th), good $17,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
‘Great Mr. Nobody’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Looking to add $13,000 to swell $20,- 
000 of last week. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000: 30-40-55)—‘Jungle Cavalcade’ 
(RKO) and ‘Three Cockeyed Sail- 
ors’ (UA). May garner okay $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Aloma’ (Par) and 
Gold’ (UA) (2d wk), tucked choice 
$11,000 behind Michigan's big $18,- 
000 with pair. ; 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55) —‘Jekyll Hyde’ 
(M-G) and ‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G) 


(3d wk). Can still do slick $8,000, 
after $11,000 and $18,500 in first 
weeks. 


All Pix Nifty in Prov.; 
‘Bomber’ Boff $11,500 


Providence, Sept. 16. 
They’re all riding high, wide and 
handsome this week. ‘Lady Be 
Good,’ at Loew’s State; ‘Dive Bomb- 
er,’ at Majestic; ‘Our Wife,’ at Strand, 


bee, are all pulling. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and *Para- 
chute Battalion’ (RKO). Pulling for 





neat $8.500. Last week, “Tom, Dick’ 
(RKO) and ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) 
| (2 wk), swell $7,000. 

| Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
150)—Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and “Tanks 


| Million’ (UA) (2d run). Carrying 
over first-run pace for good $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and 
Peery? }- Wedding’ (M-G) (2d run), 
good $2,800 

Fay’s (2,000: 


(Indie) 10-25-35) 


of holding own for good $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Bowery Blitzkrieg’ (Mono) 
and ‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) (re- 
issue), good $2,800. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
Love’ (20th). This one 
along te nifty $11,500. Last week, 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Dressed to 
Kill’ (20th) (2d wk), swell $9,500. 
Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 30-40- 
55) — ‘International Casino Revue’ 
starring Willie Howard, and ‘Gentle- 
man from Dixie’ (Mono). Managed 
to hold own despite heavy competish 
and nice weather for good $6,500 in 


28-39-50)— 
‘Accent On 
is zooming 


three-day stand. 
State (Loew) (3,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and ‘Tillie 


the Toiler’ (Col). Steady biz look- 
ing to neat $13,000. Last week, ‘Dr. 
Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks Million’ 
(UA), knockout $17,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000: 28-39-50)— 
‘Our Wife’ (Col) and ‘Two in Taxi’ 
(Col). Opened Sunday (14). Pre- 
sages good $10,000. Last week. 
'*Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Forced Landing’ 
(Par), fine $12,000 in 10-day run. 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. 18 
Astor — ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr, 
Hyde’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
Broadway— Fantasia’ (Disney) 





‘Pot | 


and ‘Reluctant Dragon,’ at RKO Al- | 


(45th wk). 
Capitol—‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), 
(Reviewed in Variety July 16) 
Criterion—‘Dr. Kildare’s Wed- 
ding Day’ (M-G) (17). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 20) 
Hollywood — ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB) (12th wk). 
Music Hall—‘Lydia’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 20) 
Paramount—Our Wife’ (Col) 
(17). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 20) 
Rialto — ‘Badlands of Dakota’ 
(U) (2d wk). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 10) 
Rivoli — ‘Unfinished Business’ 
(U) (3d wk). 
Roxy— Yanks 
(20th) (19). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 10) 
Strand—‘Navy Blues’ (WB) 
(19). 
(Reviewed in Varrety Aug. 13) 
Week of Sept. 25 
Astor — ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr, 
Hyde’ (M-G) (6th wk). 
Broadway— Fantasia’ (Disney ) 
(46th wk). 
Capitel—‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). 
Globe — ‘Frightened Lady’ 
(Hoffberg) (27). 
Hollywood — ‘Sergeant 
(WB) (13th wk). 
Music Hall—‘Lydia’ (UA) (2d 
wk). 
Paramount—Our 
(2d wk). 
Roxy— ‘Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 
Strand — ‘Navy 
(2d wk). 


in the R.A.F,’ 


York’ 
Wife’ 


(Col) 


Blues’ (WB) 








State Fair Hurts L’ville 
B. 0.; ‘Unfinished Biz’, 


Louisville, Sept. 16. 
Biz setup on the current week is 
just fair. State Fair, which ended 
Saturday (13), topped all records, 
and was no doubt a factor in hold- 
ing down b.o. grosses over the week- 


ed, and that about sums up the sit- 

uation, 

| Stage shows at the National are 

capped by fact that house has been 

dark for quite a spell and located 

somewhat off the main stem. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 


and ‘Dressed Kill’ (20th). Moved 
over from Rialto and shaping up for 
good $2,800. Last week ‘Aloma’ 
(Par) and ‘Flying Blind’ (Par), all 
right $2,500 on moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Under- 
ground’ (WB). Looks to grab fine 
$1,700. Last week ‘John Doe’ (WB) 
jand ‘Knew All Answers’ (Col), oke 
| $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Major Barbara’ (UA) and 
‘Tanks a Million’ (Col). Not display- 
|}ing much appeal to local audiences 
and result will be weak $5,000. Last 
week ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and 
‘Blondie Society’ (Col), good $7,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Navy Blues’ (WB). Wick- 
et is playing a steady tune and zip- 
ping along to fine $5,000. Last week 








$8,000, Leading Town 


end. Product is none too red-blood- | 


(1,400; 15-30-40) —‘Sun Valley’ (20th) | 


‘Sun Valley’ 2d, 


The current total level of Broad- 
way grosses is down, but this is due 
principally to the fact that the 
street is full of holdovers, including 
some in the smaller operations like 
the Rialto and Globe. In the face 
of normal expectations for the 
holdies, business is generally satis- 
factory, with a few houses enjoy- 
ing an excellent take. 

Although ‘Little Foxes’ is in its 


fourth-final week, it is still a strong 
draw and will click approximately 
$80,000 on the windup. This is big- 
ger than numerous first weeks have 
been during the past year. 

Others showing remarkably fine 
stamina are ‘Sun Valley Serenade,’ 
which will get a rollicking $40,000 
for the Roxy this week, its second, 
| and ‘Dive Bomber,’ now in its final 
(3d) stanza at the Strand with 
Sammy Kaye as a strong boxoffice 
aide. ‘Bomber’ and Kaye look to 
$30,000, or better. ‘Serenade’ de- 
parts from the Roxy tomorrow nignt 
(Thurs.), with ‘Yank in the k. A. FY’ 
opening the following day. 

Paramount ushers in a new pro- 
gram today (Wed.) consisting of 
‘Our Witfe,’- which was bought out- 
side from Columbia, and a stage- 
bill including Ken Murray, Judy 
Canova and the Mitchell Ayres or- 
chestra. House wound up three 
brilliant weeks last night (Tues.) 
| with ‘Aloma of the South Seas’ and 





| Tommy Dorsey, finale totaling 
$35,000. 
‘Sergeant York,’ now in its 12th 


Broadway week, is shearing off a 
the Hollywood and will come into 
the Strand for a pop grind run 
shortly, date presently set for it 
there being Oct. 17. 

_ State is in the chips again at an 
indicated $26,000 or thereabouts with 
‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ and the 
| Ray Kinney orchestra, Emile Boreo 
| and others, while up the street the 
| Palace is ringing the bell with ‘Citi- 
| zen Kane.’ House is playing the 
| 


picture singly and doing a landof- 


fice business, signs pointing to 
|} $20,000 or close. Film holds over at 
the Palace and starts in 22 other 
RKO houses in the metropolitan 


| area tomorrow (Thurs.). 

‘Fantasia’ off a bit last week (44th) 
to $10,400, is now in its 45tn stanza 
| and becomes the longest Broadway 
| roadshow talker. ‘Gone With Wind’ 
held the prior record, having gone 
44 weeks at the Astor. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) 
(Sth wk). Dropped last week (4th) 
to $12,000 and probably will not re- 
main here much longer. Adver- 


tising budget on the film has been 
chopped. 
Broadway 


(Disney) (1,895; 55-75- 





| ‘Sgt. York’ (WB), on third and last | 
|downtown week at $1 top, fine 
| $4,800. 

| National (Indie) (2,400; 16-35-50- 
160)—‘First Beau’ (20th) and stage 
| show under supervision of 3ert 


|Smith. Heading toward fairish $3,- 
1000. Last week ‘Naval Academy’ 
| (Col) and ‘Hello Louisville’ unit, got 
| $3,400. 


, | Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
‘Chan Rio’ (20th) and ‘Bad Man | 99.49)—‘Unfinished Business’ (U) 
Deadwood’ (Rep). Doing a nice job | ang ‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U). Combo 


of the town with very good $8,000. 
Last week ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40 )—‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) and 
‘This Way Please’ (Par) (reissue). 


This town likes the ice pics and 
indications are for satisfactory $3,- 
500. Last week ‘Parachute Battalion’ 





(RKO), ‘Scattergood’ (RKO) and 
March of Time, fine $3,800. 
FRACKMAN EXONERATED 


Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 

Jack Frackman, Wisconsin head of 
Republic Pictures, was held blame- 
less when a pedestrian, William Tay- 
lor, 55, walked into the side of his 
(Frackman’s) automobile and suf- 
fered injuries from which he died an 
hour later. 


Am 
provided a hazard responsible for a 
| number of accidents. 





$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (45th wk). This week Disney’s 
cartoon becomes the longest run 


roadshow talker ever to play Broad- 
way. Last week (44th) it hit $12,500. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) ‘When ‘Ladies Meet’ 
(M-G) (2d-final wk). A weak hold- 
over, only $18,000. First seven days 
failed to hit $25,000, but okay. ‘Lady 
Be Good’ (M-G) moves in tomorrow 


(eee 


Holdovers Hold Down B'way Take; 
‘Kane’ Neat $20,000, Foxes’ 4th 806, 


$40,000, ‘York’ Slips 


' looking to $80,000 as against a sock 
$92,000 last week (3d). ‘Lydia’ (UA) 
reaches the screen here tomorrow 
morning (Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55) — 
‘Badlands Dakota’ (U) (2d-final wk). 
Went into holdover week Monday 
(15) after slamming through to 
$10,500 the first seven days. Pre- 
ceding that, ‘Parachute Battalion’ 
(RKO) got $11,000 on 11 days, good. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85 )— 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U) (3d wk). 
Following an opening stanza over 
Labor Day at $26,000, o.k., take for 
the second thfough Sunday night 
(14) was close to $20,000, still all 
right. ‘Hellzapoppin’ may be brought 
in within another 10 days or so. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—‘Sun Valley® (20th) and stage show 
(2d-final wk). Manna at the b.o. at 
probable $40,000 on the holdover, big. 
A smash $52,000 was rung up for the 
first week. Due to previously-ar- 
ranged plans, including a special ex- 
ploitation program for the preem, 
“Yank in R. A. F.’ (20th) opens Fri- 
day (19). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10). ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ 
(Col) (2d run) and, on stage, Ray 
Kinney, Emil Boreo, others. Getting 
strong play for $26,000, or about that. 
Last week, ‘Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G) 
(2d run) (1st wk) and Ed Sullivan, 
plus Harvest Moon dance winners 
(2d wk), $25,500. 

Strand (WB) (2,758; 35-55-75-85- 
| 99)—Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye (3d-final wk). This 
show sustains its fine draught at 
$30,000 or better this semester, its 
| third and last. This is not far be- 
| hind the substantial $36,000 clocked 
| last week (2d). ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) 
|and Eddy Duchin comprise new 
show for Friday (19). 


A&C. $9000, 
PACING MPLS, 








Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

Abbott and Costello are setting the 
boxoffice pace again. Their ‘Hold 
That Ghost’ turning the same 
trick as its predecessors, ‘Buck Pri- 
vates’ and ‘In the Navy,’ and, in con- 
sequence, everything is hotsy totsy 
for the Orpheum. 


‘Lady Be Good’ and ‘Flame of New 
Orleans,’ also newcomers, are going 
along at a moderate clip. 


Estimates for This Week 


is 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) and ‘Six 
Gun Gold’ (RKO), dual first-runs. 
Satisfactory $1,000 in five days. 


‘Three Sons Guns’ (WB) and ‘Very 
Young Lady’ (20th), also dual first- 
runs, open today (16). Last week 
‘Forced Landing’ (Par) and ‘Singa- 
pore Woman’ (WB), okay $1,400 in 
five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Moved here from State after highly 





morning (Thurs.). profitable week there and _ still 
__Criterion (Loew’s) (1,662; 35-44- | healthy. Looks like very nice $4,000, 
95-75) —- ‘Kildare’s Wedding Day’ | Last week ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
(M-G). Arrives today (Wed.) after | (3d wk), good $3,500, considering 
very slow week with ‘West Point | large $14,500 grabbed off initial fort- 
| Widow’ (Par), $5,500. Behind that, | night. 
}on its second week, ‘Whistling in Esquire (Berger) (290: 20)— 
Dark’ (M-G) snared good $8,500. Smith’ (Col) (reissue). Ti tt i 
Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55 )— | ward fair $700 Last week ‘After 
‘No Greater Sin’ (University) (3d | Mein Kampf’ (Indie) and ‘Punctured 
wk). May go a fourth lap, this week | Romance’ (Indie) plit, light $600. 
(3d) being close behind prior stanza | 8)— 


well exploited and well out in front | 


} 


‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), robust $9,500. | 





at $7,500 or better. Snug $8,000 was 
grossed the second. 


Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 75-$1.10) | 


—York’ (WB) (12th wk) and sixth | 
here Dropping down, last week 
being reported at around $17,000. | 


The previous week (4th here) was | 
$20,000. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). On 
pop run here singly and doing splen- 
didly, $20,000 being sighted. Holds 
over, meantime going into 22 addi- 
tional RKO nabes tomorrow 


(Thurs.). Film is day-and-dating at 
the Albee, Brooklyn, where also 
holding over. Last week here, 


‘Chariey’s Aunt’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO) (ist 
run), $8,700, good. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Our Wife’ (Col) and Ken Mur- 
ray, Judy Canova, Mitchell Ayres 
band on stage. New show in today 
(Wed.), after three slam weeks with 
‘Aloma’ (Par) and Tommy Dorsey. 
The third ending last night (Tues.) 
was $35,000, while second ran to 





Bleachers erected in the street for 
ican Legion parade sight-seers | lers) 


$49 000 
Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 


itello just 


Gopher (P-S) (998; 28) 
New Orleans’ (U). Strong cast line- 
up for this spot and picture well 
liked. Fairish $2,300 in sight. Last 
week ‘Underground’ (WB), very big 
$4,200. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U). Abbott and Cos- 
like money in the bank 
here. A boxoffice stampede to get 
in on the laughter ground floor. Ter- 
rific $9,000 or over. Last week 
‘Our Wife’ (Col), mild $6,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G). They have 
to be outstanding musicals to regis- 
ter in big way here and opinions re- 
garding this one are mixed. More- 
over, cast names not calculated to 
stimulate boxoffice greatly. Will 
have to stretch to reach mild $5,500. 
Last week ‘Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G), 
fine $8,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 28-39)—‘Tom, 
Dick, Harry’ (RKO). First neigh- 
borhood showing. En route to satis- 
factory $2,500. Last week ‘Bride 
C.0.D.” (WB), first neighborhood 
showing, okay $2,700. 

Werld (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44. 


—Flame of 





(5,945: 44-55-85-99-$1.65) — 
| ‘Foxes’ (RKO) and stage show (4th- 


| . . . 
| final wk). Still a goldmime, windup 


55)—‘Our Wife’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Moved here from the Orpheum. Mild 
$1,400 in prospect. Last week 


} 


|‘Aloma’ (Par) (2d wk), light $1,000. 
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AND THE SHOW 
HAS JUST 
STARTED! 


Leo’s Fall Line of Box-Office Beauties is packing them in 
everywhere. Great entertainments, star-studded and Opu- 
lent. The M-G-M Studio is clicking as never before in its 
golden history! The trade has just seen “HONKY TONK” 
(Clark Gable, Lana Turner), “MARRIED BACHELOR” 
(Robert Young, Ruth Hussey, Felix Bressart), “SMILIN’ 
THROUGH” in Technicolor (Jeanette MacDonald, Brian 
Aherne, Gene Raymond), “THE FEMININE TOUCH” 
(Rosalind Russell, Don Ameche, Kay Francis). These Big Pic- 
tures are all getting rave notices from trade press and exhibi- 
tors. Looks like that Friendly Lion is friendlier than ever! 
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‘Ladies’ Slick $15,000 in Peppy Pitt 
‘Sun Valley’ $8,500, ‘Wild Geese’ Fair 


+ mar are the three top houses with 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 

Cooler weather keeping biz up, 
but heavy trade has switched cur- 
rently from Stanley, which has been 
packing ’em for last several weeks, 
to other Main Stem houses. 

At Stanley, hastily-booked combo 
of John Boles and Pinky Tomlin’s 
band, with ‘Law of Tropics,’ is let- 
ting house way down after sock 
trade of past month, with b.o. stand- 
outs being Penn and Fulton. At 
latter spot, ‘Sun Valley Parade’ is a 
reai smash and will stick for another 
week, while Penn is doing okay with 
‘When Ladies Meet,’ potency of mar- 
quee flash overcoming the indifferent 


notices. 

Sénrator getting by with ‘Wild 
Geese Calling’ but not enough to rate 
a second week so ‘Here Comes Mr. 
Jordan’ pulls in tomorrow (17) on 
heels of strong exploitation cam- 
paign. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-35-50)— 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th). Nice press down 
the line for Sonja Henie’s latest and 
it'll add up to better than $8,500. 
Last week, second, of ‘Pittsburgh 
Kid’ (Rep), barely $1,800 in four 
days, Billy Conn film having shot its 
bolt in first few days of opening ses- 
sion. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)— ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G). Crix 
didn’t hand this remake very much, 
but mazda draft of Joan Crawford. 
Robert Taylor and Greer Garson 
plenty heavy. Should have no trouble 
snatching $15,000, which means sec- 
ond week at Warner. Last week, 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), a bit better at 


$15,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)— 
‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G). Moved here 
after successive stands at Warner 
and Penn. Looks like around $2,900, 
good. Last week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G), which followed the same 
route as ‘Jekyll,’ closed at $2,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—Wild Geese’ (20th). Reviews n.g. 
so, under circumstances, take’s com- 
ing through much better than ex- 
pected. Pretty fair $5,700. Last 
week, second of ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(20th), down to $4,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60)— 
‘Law of Tropics’ (WB) and John 
Boles and Pinky Tomlin band. A 
few months ago WB deluxer would 
have been perfectly satisfied with 
$14,500, but not now, house having 
been rolling great guns since July 4. 
Last week, Eddy Duchin and ‘Lady 
Be Good’ (M-G), wow $29,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Brought here 
from Penn and doing around aver- 
age $6,000. Practically the same last 
week for ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G), also 
moveover from Penn. 





‘Ghost’ Big 13G in Port.; 








‘Belle Starr’ Fair $6,100) 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 16. 

‘Hold That Ghost,’ at Broadway, 
is leading the town. ‘Unfinished 
Business,’ at UA, and ‘Belle Starr,’ 
at Orpheum, are pulling nicely for 
those spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Hit Road’ 
(U). In line for terrific $13,000. 
Last week ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA), held only 
four days of third week, and 11 days 
total good $11,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50) —‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) 
and ‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep). 
over from U.A. going for nice $4,- 
000 Last week ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(20th) and ‘Very Young Lady’ (Par), 





Move- | 


fifth stanza better than average | 
$3,300. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 


(1,800; 35-40-50)—“Belle Starr’ (20th) 
and ‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col). Go- 
ing for fair $6,100. Last week ‘Re- 
luctant Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Jungle 
Cavalcade’ (RKO), okay $6,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000: 35-40-50)—‘Sun Valley’ (20th) 
and ‘Scattergood’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Good $5,900. First week, pleasing 
$8,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
35-40-50)—‘Unfinished Business’ (U) 
and ‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U). Looks 
like strong $8,000. Last week ‘Ladies 
Meet’ (M-G) and ‘Rookies Parade’ 
(Rep), second week, satisfactory $5,- 
000, and moved to Mayfair. 





REP’S CLIFF DWELLERS 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Five Republic cliffhanger script- 
ers have finished their chore on 
‘Dick Tracy vs. Crime Inc.’ and 
have shifted in a body to a new 
serial, ‘Spy Smasher.’ 


‘JEKYLL’ GREAT $10,600 
IN PROSPEROUS SEATTLE 


Seattle, Sept. 16. 
Fifth Avenue, Orpheum and Palo- 





new bills, which gives the showgoer 
a wider choice than the prior week. 


Key City Grosses 








been rained out, meaning better the- 


ycampaign and good notices bringing 





Writers are Norman S. Hall, Ron- | 


ald Davidson, William Lively, Jo- 
seph O'Donnell and Joseph Poland. 


Estimated Total Gross 
. | ee $1,644,800 


(Based on 25 cities, 172 thea- 
tres, chiefiy first runs, including 


atre biz. 


Blue Mouse 


Estimates for This Week 
(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) 


Broadway Grosses 


-_-——- 


N. Y.) and ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). Move-| Estimated Total Gross 
Total Gross Same Week over looking for big $3,100. Last This Week............ $340,000 
mee NR es $1,573,500 week, ‘Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Meet (Based on 14 theatres) 


(Based on 25 cities, 175 theatres) 


OK BALLY GIVING ‘KANE? 
FINE $18,000 IN B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Sept. 16. 

Nice grosses at all deluxers in 
downtown sector, including Fabian 
Fox and Loew's Metropolitan with 
holdovers, former showing ‘Mr. Jor- 
dan’ and ‘Prisoner on Devil's Island,’ 
and latter ‘Life Andy Hardy’ and 
‘Whistling in Dark.’ Stage-pic policy 
at Strand proving successful. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55) 
—Citizen Kane’ (RKO). Vigorous 








and 





campaign 
$5,700, big. 


fine $4,700. 
Mvsic Box 


| wk). 


this snappy $18,000. Last week 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (2d wk) and 
‘Farmer Takes Wife’ (20th), good 


$14,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55) 
—Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Prisoner 
Devil's Island’ (WB) (2d wk). Head- 
ing for attractive $16,000. Last week, 
first rate $20,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
—Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Good $16,000. Last week, nice $18,000. 


‘Young Lady’ 
$6,000. 


—Mountain 


$5,100. 


. . Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
on ten) 30-40- | (3.939: 30-40-50)—‘Charley’s Aunt’ | 28-39-44)—‘Unfinished Business’ (U). 
ory 7: ate > Hye Ri A and | (20th) and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th) (3d| Heading for swell $12,000. Last | 
eek ueaie Wien Se oe $23,000. | wk). Look for $4,300 in six days,| week, ‘Badlands Dakota’ (U), got 
Last week ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) andj good. Last week, same films, $6,400, daitly steady $7,900. | 
Officer Lady’ (Col) (2d wk), satis- ’ 
’ reat. : « 2 5 
factory $15,000. B ie New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
Strand (WB) (2,800: 30-40-50-55) Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40-50) | 44)—"Sun Valley’ (20th) (3d wk).! 
—‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col) and|~Dive Bomber’ (WB) (4th wk).| Sold exceptionally well for okay es- 
stage show with Tony Pastor’s band, | Set to reach $2,800, good. Last week,| timated total of $17,800 for three 


Harvest Moon dancers and Nan Rae | $3,600, big. 


and Mrs. Waterfall. Four-day en- 
gagement will result in attractive 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Three Sons o’ 


Guns’ (WB) and Ella Fitzgerald 
band and Four Ink Spots on stage, 
drew similar figure. 


ilton Woman’ 





Again’ (RKO), slow $1,900. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1,- 
900: 21-32)—‘Barnacle Bill’ 
‘Moon Miami’ 
Headed for fair $2,600. 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Big Storm’ 
(M-G) (2d run), ditto. 


Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(2,349: 30-40-50)—‘Jekyll-Hyde’ 
G) and ‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G). 
indicates $10,000, great. 
Last week, ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) 

Liberty (J. vH) (1,656: 30-40-50)— 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) (3d wk). 
Last week; swell $5,600. 
(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850: 30-40-50)—‘Life Andy Handy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Navy Blue’ (M-G) (5th 
Sailing along to nice $2,300. 
Last week, very good $2,700. 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.600; 30-40-50)—‘Aloma’ 
‘Flying Blind’ (Par). 
Last week, ‘Woman Mine’ (U) and 
(20th), 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40) 
Melody’ 
‘Raiders Desert’ (U), 
Headed for okay $4,600. Last week, 


‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep), plus stage, fine 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
*“‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) (2d run). In- 
dicate big $2,500. Last week, ‘Ham- 
(UA) 
Wings’ (Rep) (2d run), $2,600, big. 


Total Gross Same Week 
TS eee rrr $290,800 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


ANDREWS- PARACHUTE? 
HEFTY $16,000 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 16. 
Nice going here generally. Up 
front and going to town in robust 
style is 
Keith’s, and 
leaning heavily on p.a. of the An- 
drews Sisters, at the combo Hipp. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44)—‘Major Barbara’ (UA). A bit 
too much class for top figures, but 
steady enough at $10,000. Last week, 
‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G), okay $13,300. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,250; 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Parachute Bat- 
talion’ (RKO) getting major support 
from p.a. of Andrews Sisters. Build- 
ing to fine $16,000, best take here in 
weeks. Last week, second of ‘Mr. 
Jordan’ (Col), plus new entry of 
Bowes’ ams, satisfactory $11,800. 


(M-G) 
(2d run). 
Last week, 


(20th) 








(M- 
Big 


(2d wk), 


Expects 


(Par) and 
Great $8,500. 


not good at 


and 
vaude. 


(Rep) 
plus 


weeks, a very healthy take for the 
limited capacity of this house. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Holding strongly and adding good 
$8,000 to socko total of $29,600 for 
previous brace. 


and ‘Broken 








NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Upbeat Continues—Unfinished Business’ Ace Newcomer— 


‘Bomber,’ ‘Ladies Meet,’ ‘Sun Valley’ Still Strong 





General upbeat at the nation’s boxoffice continues 
despite prevalence of holdovers, a taste of Indian sum- 
mer in several spots and some remaining competition 
from outdoor’ shows. Telegraphic reports from 
VarRiIETY’s correspondents actually show healthy to 
terrific business in 18 out of 24 key cities. Exhibitors 
believe this augurs well for the whole fall period. 

How business shapes up in key spots: 

Chicago.—General pace excellent, tipping good fall 
season. 

Boston.—Strong to outstanding grosses. 

Louisville—Just mild, with state fair hurting. 
of sour spots. 

Jersey City.—Fair improvement despite holdovers. 

Lincoln.—Healthy b.o., with winter scales and 
students back. 

Omaha—New high at one theatre; others so-so. 

Cincinnati —On sunny side, 
turns on several H.O.’s. 


One 


Cleveland.—Trade on even keel from defense coin | 


despite Indian summer here. 


San Francisco.—Holdover product hurting here with | 


new entries only fair. Another off city. 


Providence.—Boxoffice riding high, wide and hand- 
some. 

Kansas City.—Sliding off on mild newcomers. 

Minneapolis.—Letdown excepting for a single pace- 
makel 

Detroit—Healthy with holdovers clicking neatly 

Baltimore.—Robust; nice going generally. 


Brooklyn.—Trim grosses. 

Philadeiphia.—More chipper tone. 

Buffalo.—B.O. wickets spinning. 

Denver.—All-round upbeat. 

Seattle—Rain and cooler weather helping. 

Portland.—Terrifie business climb despite H.O.’s. 

Los Angeles.—Opposition of fair and circus hurting 
plenty. 

Memphis.—Okay, with three out of four first-runs 
in money. 

Pittsburgh.—Sock trade most places with cooler tem- 
peratures helpful. 

New York.—Satisfactory aithough general level of 
b.o. grosses is down mainly because of holdovers. 
Rated an offish spot. 

FEW NEW HITS ON HORIZON 

Not much new product is hitting the principal ex- 
change centers presently and the fresh ciass films so 
far haven't played extensively. Possibly ‘Unfinished 
Business’ (U) shows the greatest promise, being the 
leader in Louisville, doing swell in Baltimore, rated 
strong in Portland and doing splendidly in Merphis. 
In New York, it racked up $20,000 on its second week 
after a kefty $26,000. 





overcoming blah re- | 











‘Lady Be Good’ 
week, is listed as average to bangup in four cities. 
‘New Wine’ (UA) shows up onty in Montreal (good on 
dual setup) and Buffalo, where it will do a pleasing 
7,000. 

‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), another new entry, 
was booked into only two spots, Boston and Cleveland, 
aided by bands in both instances, and coilecting great 
$20,000 in each place. Also in Boston, ‘Hold Back the 
Dawn’ (Par) on first big date is grabbing excellent 
$19,000. 

Although steaming into just two large cities, ‘Navy 
Blues’ (WB) did fine biz in Louisville, and an okay 
trade in Memphis. ‘Major Barbara’ (UA) is only good 
to thin, with the delay in getting picture out to ac- 
counts after the N. Y. Astor run apparently hurting. 
‘Belle Starr’ (20th) is disappointing thus far on runs 
in three cities. 


‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), ‘Wild 


Geese Calling’ (20th), ‘Sun Valley’ (20th), ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ (M-G), ‘Hold That Ghost’ (U), ‘Aloma’ 
(Par), ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) and ‘Here Comes Mr. 
Jordan’ (Col) currently are showing up in the same 
fashion as in previous key dates. 


‘DIVE BOMBER,’ ‘LADIES MEET’ HOLD UP 


‘Dive Bomber’ is doing splendidly on holdovers, 
opening weeks and second-runs. The $34,000 racked 
up in Chicago on its second stanza, aided by a band, 
is outstanding. Hefty $23,000 garnered in Brooklyn 
also is socko. It’s the leader in Buffalo. ‘Kane’ is 


getting big $20,000 on pop-scale first N. Y. week and a 
snappy $18,000 in Brooklyn. However, film is skidding 
on its holdovers several] places and is not creating any 
big sensation, several months elapse from higher-scale 
preems and current pop-price release not helping. 
‘Wild Geese’ is listed as mild to excellent, latter on its 
Denver run, 

‘When Ladies Meet’ is stacking up as a neat grosser. 
Credited with brilliant coin in Chicago, exceilent in 
two Boston spots, good in Cincinnati, nice on second 
session in Frisco, swell in Pittsburgh and solid in two 
L. A theatres Though on its second week in several 
places, ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ is confounding the critics by 
stacking up healthy biz in San Francisco and Detroit, 
great trade in Seattle, big business in Denver and fine 
takings in Los Angeles. 

‘Sun Valley’ also is a strong entry grabbing $17,800 
in three weeks in Baltimore, doing Well in Portiand 
and Pittsburgh, terrific $32,606 in Detroit, fine money 
in Buffalo and $40,000 on its second stanza in N. Y. 
‘Hold That Ghost’ continues doing smash biz, high spot 
being Minneapolis. 


‘Unfinished Business’ at! 
‘Parachute Battalion,’ | 


(M-G), also hitting accounts this | 


Schools, Outdoor Opposish Chip L.A.; 
‘Jordan, $23,000, 
Ditto, Each in Two Spots and Okay 


Weather is cooler and baseball has me 


‘Ladies - Skelton, 


| Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Business falling below expecta- 
| tions due to schools’ reopening and 
| various forms of outdoor Opposition 
| are cutting in. Pomona Fair, Ring- 
ling Circus, here five days; the 7,500- 
seat Shrine Auditorium with an in- 
‘door circus for eight days, ‘Rose 
Marie’ at the Hollywood Bowl, and 
‘Ice Follies’ all took a slice out of 


picture house grosses. 

‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ and 
‘When Ladies Meet’ are making the 
best showing, with former rolling up 
okay $23,000 at Pantages and RKO 
combined. ‘When Ladies Meet,’ 
coupled with ‘Whistling in the Dark,’ 
iis also heading for $23,000 combined 
at State and Chinese. Paramount 
tops town individually with $16,000 
for ‘This Woman Is Mine’ and Clyde 
| McCoy orch. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Carthay Cirele (F-WC) (1,518; 83- 
| $1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
| (33d wk). Upsetting all calculations, 
‘this long-run champ is heading for 
janother $4,800. Last week wound 
up with $5,300. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
| 30-44-55-75) — “When Ladies Meet’ 
}(M-G) and ‘Whistling in Dark’ 
|(M-G). Solid $10,000, Last week, 
|‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Down San 
| Diego’ (M-G), came in with sturdy 
| $13,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 

— ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) (2d wk). Con- 
_tinues solo on holdover, with $6,700 
j}expected. Rang up nifty $11,000 on 
|first seven days. ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB) moves in Taoursday (18) at 
advanced prices (55-85). 
| Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
|55)—'Stars Look Down’ (M-G) (3d 
|wk). Tobogganing to poor $1,800. 
| Last week, $2,700. 
| Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
|—'Navy Blues’ (WB) (2d wk). Re- 
| peating with fair $5,000. Last week 
brought robust $10,100. 

Orpheum (Broadway) (2,200; 30- 
' 44-55) — ‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) and 
‘Highway West’ (WB) with Erskine 
Hawkins and hYs orch on stage, 
showing profitable $9,200. Last week, 
‘Two in Taxi’ (Col) and ‘Cracked 
Nuts’ (U), with The Merry Macs 
topping stage show, okay $8,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and 
‘Tillie Toiler’ (Col). Looks like a 
winner at $13,000. Last week, ‘Caro- 
line’ (RKO) (2d wk) and ‘Scatter- 
good Meets Broadway’ (RKO), good 
enough $6,900. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—'This Woman Mine’ (U) with 
Clyde McCoy orch. Fair $16,000 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Aloma’ (Par) 
(2d wk) and ‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) 
| with stage show, -atisfactory $16,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 
‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and 
‘Tillie Toiler’ (Col). Building nicely 
for good $10,000. Last week, ‘Caro- 
line’ (RKO) (2d wk) and ‘Hurry 
|Charlie’ (RKO), came through with 
| $7,100. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44- 
55-75)—‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G) 
and ‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G). 
| Taylor - Crawford - Garson combo in 
| first and Red Skelton in second fea- 
|ture bringing in okay $13,000. Last 
| week, ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Down 
| San Diego’ (M-G), bangup $17,800. 
| United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
| 30-44-55)—Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Down San Diego’ (M-G), fine $6,000 

Last week, ‘Sun Valley’ 











iin the bag. 
| (20th) and ‘Charlie Chan Rio’ (20th), 
healthy $5,000. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Down San 


Diego’ (M-G). Indicates fine $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and 
Charlie Chan Rio’ (20th), excellent 
$6,800 


‘Andy Hardy’-‘Blackout’ 
Leading J. C. With $16,500 


Jersey Citv, Sept. 16. 

Town's top grosser this week is 
certain to be ‘Life With Andy Hardy’ 
and ‘Blackout’ at Loew's. ‘Wild 
Geese Calling’ and ‘Smiling Ghost,’ 
at the Stanley, are vetting fair busi- 
ness, and ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ a hold- 
— at the State, continues to do 
well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3.205: 28-33-50)— 
"Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Blackout’ (UA). Looks like mighty 
fine $16,500. Last week, ‘Mr. Jordan’ 


(Col) and ‘First Beau’ (Col) (2d 
wk), fairish $9.000. 

| Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
| ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Smiling 
| Ghost’ (WB). Fair $13.000. Last 
week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep), big $16,- 
500. 


State (Skouras) (2.150: 30-35-55)— 
‘Charlev’s Aunt’ (Par) and ‘Dressed 
to Kill’ (20th) (2d wk). Heading 


for prett~ good $7,300. Last week, 
fine ¢12 NNN 
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Picture Industry to Participate 
In Nat'l Newspaper Week Oct. 1-8 





Plans to participate in National 
Newspaper Week are being formu- 
lated by the film industry. Heads 
of publicity-advertising departments 
met last week with Lester Thompson 
of the Hays office to discuss partici- 
pation. Using the slogan, ‘News- 





CRAWFORD PROVES IT 


Refutes Crack About Pulling in the 
Sidewalks 
St. Louis, Sept. 16. 
Downtown St. Louis is not a place 





papers Light the Way to Freedom,’ 
National Newspaper Week will be | 
observed Oct. 1-8. | 

Being worked out by the pub-ad | 
heads is a special trailer to be used 
by the newsreels to call attention to 
what newspapers mean to the pres- 
ervation of American democracy. 
Film advertisers probably also will | 
use a line about Newspaper Week 
in their copy. 





Carnival Supplements 
Dance at N.Y. Roxy For 
‘RAF’s’ Charity Preem 


In addition to a dance in the 
rotunda of the Roxy, N. Y., the night 
of Friday (26) when ‘Yank in the 
R. A. F.’ opens, with holders of 
tickets at $10 per to mezzanine seats 
entitled to the hoofing, Hal Horne’s 
exploitation spread on the premiere 
of 2Z0th-Fox’s high-budgeter in- 
cludes a carnival to be held behind 
the theatre on the grounds of the 
Fairway Terminal. All proceeds to 
the British American Ambulance 
Corps. 

Theatre is donating its entire mezz 
for the charity-exploitation cause. 
while for the so-called ‘R. A. F. 
Carnival and Mardi Gras’ back of 
the house the admission will be 25c. 
Military and other dignitaries will 
be in the mezz. 

Celebs from the stage, radio, etc., 
will be rounded up for the carnival 
portion of the festivities, with a 
continuous stageshow in progress 
outside from 8:30 on, the time of the 
gala performance of ‘R. A. F.’ in the 
theatre. Midway shows will also be 
set up for the carniyal. 

Also linked with the preem of 
*R.A.F.’ is the arrival east Saturday 
(13) of Betty Grable, who was met 
at the station by a guard of honor 
consisting of R.A.F. student flyers 
and U.S. Naval air cadets. She will 
attend the opening of the film Fri- 
day (26), as well as the block party 
and ball. 


YES, WHY?—A FREE 
FEED IS THE ANSWER 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

Paramount's ‘Nothing But the 
Truth’ gets its world premiere at the 
Stanley here tomorrow night (Wed.) 
with Bob Hope and Carolyn Lee 
personalizing. 

The Stanley-Warner circuit tied up 
with the Philadelphia Record in a 
letter-writing contest for moppets. 
Boy and girl writing best letter on 
‘why I’d like to meet Bob Hope’ will 
have dinner with the comedian at 
the swanky Hotel Warwick and be 
his guest at the film’s opening. 


‘Birth Of The Blues’ 
Preem Set in Memphis 

















Memphis, Sept. 16. 

Paramount will hold the world | 
premiere of ‘Birth of the Blues’ at| 
the Malco theatre here Oct. 28.| 
Much ballyhoo, plus attendance by | 


Hollywood stars and a network 
broadcast of the festivities are | 
promised. 


Tentative plans were framed the 
other day at a conference attended 
by M. A. Lightman, of the Lightman 
Circuit; Neil Agnew, Robert Gilham 
and Jack Dailey, of Paramount. 


Poe’s Special UA Chore 


Seymour Poe has been named by 
United Artists as special representa- 
tive to handle the company’s busi- 
ness with Fox-West Coast theatres 
exclusively. He'll give all of his 
time to contact work with the cir- 
cuit and will headquarter in Los 
Angeles. 

Poe has been assistant to Haskell 
Masters, UA’s western division man- 
ager. 








where they take up the sidewalks 
every night at 9 o’clock, as is be- 
lieved in many quarters, and Harry 
Crawford, manager of Fanchon & 
Marco’s Ambassador in the business 
district can prove it. Recently, 
when the cop directing traffic at the 
Ambassador corner was summoned 
to quell a boisterous inebriate two 
blocks away, a congestion of traffic 
quickly developed. 

Crawford was tipped off to the 
situation by the theatre ticket taker 
and in his freshly laundered white 
linen suit gallavanted into the cen- 
ter of the intersection and unsnarled 
the traffic tangle minus a cop’s me- 
chanical whistle until the bluecoat 
came back. Not one motorist tried 
to run over the tyro traffic cop, and 
none cussed him for delaying their 
trip. Stunt attracted considerable 
interest but Crawford said it enabled 
him to reassert that there is some 
night life in downtown St. Louis 
after dark. 


CHAINS PATTERN B.0. 
DRIVE ON GRID GAME 


Seattle, Sept. 16. 
Football is the theme of the fall 
campaign for managers of Evergreen 
and Hamrick-Evergreen Theatres, 
covering three divisions, Washington 
State, Seattle and Portland, and the 








event is called ‘Tournament of 
Grosses. The awards will be in 
cash, 


At the convention, Sept. 4, execu- 
tives and managers of the 40 and 
more theatres in the area were given 
pep talks by the referee, Frank L. 
Newman, Sr., who is president of 
the Evergreen chain, and by the 
‘coaches,’ John Hamrick for Seattle 
team, Al Rosenberg for Washington 
State team, and Mose Mesher, press 
agent in Portland division, pinch- 
hitting for Al Finke, division mgr. 

Scores are based on grosses, com- 
pared to assigned quotas throughout 
the Northwest. Bonus awards are 
in coin of the realm and worth 
going after. This is a new approach 
to. the managers’ contests. It will 
run over the fall period of three 
months, starting Labor Day. 


Football fields are displayed in 
map form in each manager’s office, 
with pins telling progress of the 
game, a la the late Kaiser’s method 
of sticking pins for the war in Eu- 
rope. 

At the luncheon Fifi D’Orsay, then 
at the Palomar, enlivened, with Rev. 
Warren Hastings of the University 
Christian church on the same bill, 
in an inspirational talk. 

This was the tops in enthusiasm 
for any convention of the group ever 


held. Managers reported outlook 
swell for great fall biz for the 
shows. 


John Danz, president of Sterling 
chain, is a co-coach, for two of his 
houses, Palomar and Roosevelt, are 
in moveover deal, and thus affiliated 
with the Hamrick-Evergreen Seattle 
setup. 





|Mickey Mouse’s Natal 


Parties B.O. in Det. Nabes 


Detroit, Sept. 16. 
Now almost something on a civic 
holiday among the neighborhood 
houses, Mickey Mouse’s 13th birth- 


|day was observed here with the cus- 
|tomary healthy matinee grosses, 


Using Sept. 13 or the most con- 
ven \t Saturday thereto, for pro- 
claiming the film rodent’s birthday, 
the houses here have built up the 


from noon until well after dusk. 





NOT s0 ‘LUCKY’ 
Des Moines, Sept. 16. 

No sooner had the most recent 
winner of Tri-States’ $1,000 bank 
night prize had his picture in the 
paper than he was arrested on the 
charge he had stolen a purse from 
a iocal resident Imst May. 

The ‘lucky’ winner denied the 





larceny but is under bond pending 
hearing. 


date until the small fry turnout is | 
sufficient to run the matinee shows | 


Trailer for D. T.’s 





Hollywood, Sept, 16. 
Salvador Dali, surrealist 
painter, was signed by 20th-Fox 
to do a nightmare sequence in 


Mark Hellinger’s production, 
‘Moon Tide.’ 

Scene will have to do with 
what runs through the mind of 
an inebriate. 








SUNDAYS OKAY 
DURING WAR 
MANEUVERS 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 16. 
Theatres, filling stations and sports 
will be permitted to operate in 
Salisbury on Sundays during the 
war maneuvers in this area in Oc- 
tober and November, according to 
action of the city council. 


An ordinance was unanimously 
passed which lifted restrictions on 
these activities. The ordinance will 
be in effect from Oct. 1-Nov. 30, in- 
clusive. 








Fayettexville’s Sabbaths 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 16. 
Fayetteville will have Sunday pix. 
The board of aldermen passed on 
second reading an ordinance repeal- 
ing previous. restrictions against 
motion pictures on Sunday. 


The aldermen voted (by secret 
ballot) 4 to 4, and the deciding vote 


was cast by Mayor J. Scott Mc- 
Fayden. Mayor McFadyen = stated 
that he did so in tke interest of 


national defense. 


The vote followed a_ two-hour 
|discussion by proponents and oppo- 
sition was led by a committee from 
jthe Ministerial association. Col. 
Charles B. Elliott, commander of 
‘Fort Bragg, and two chaplains were 
| among those favoring the Sunday 
shows. 





No ether Sunday amusements are 
legalized by the ordinance and pic- 
ture shows will not be opened dur- 
ing church hours, 


MET-OP, M-G IN JOINT 








Metropolitan Opera Co. ° and 
Metro will pull a joint publicity gag 
when the Met opens its season Nov. 
24 with ‘Nozze di Figaro,’ with Rise 
Stevens as cherubino, and Metro 
opening the singer’s co-starring pix, 
‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ at the Cap- 
itol, N.Y., the same day. 

Metro will shift the Capitol open- 
ing to Monday for that week and 
|}open the picture at 8:15 p.m., when 
| the overture to the opera begins. 


‘Kent-McCarthy Huddle 
Today (Wed.) at 20th 


Decision on whether Charles E. 
McCarthy remains as 20th-Fox pub- 
|}ad head may be reached today 
(Wednesday) after he huddles with 
| Fox prez Sidney R. Kent. 

Press chief resigned about five 
weeks ago over a difference as to 
employment of Hal Horne’s organ- 
ization to do independent exploita- 
tion-publicity. He was induced to 
stay on, however, until Kent re- 
turned from a vacash and confabbed 
| with him. 


ANOTHER CIVIL WAR? 


Lynchburg Vs. Richmond for Metro 
Pic Preem 




















Lynchburg, W. Va., Sept. 16. 
Apparently Metro doesn’t expect 
| to bring a studio crew here to shoot 





| ‘Vanishing Virginian,’ which has its 
locale in Lynchburg, so the Cham- 
ber of Commerce is after the author 
to pull strings to get the premiere 
for the burg. The writer, Rebecca 
Yancey Williams, who formerly lived 
here and now lives in Richmond— 
which is also a contender for the 
premiere—has gone on record as 
saying she favors a Lynchburg open- 
ing. But she admits no knowledge 
of what the studio intends to do. 

‘I am, as Li’l Abner says, merely 
a ig’orant hillbilly, and it’s all over 
my head,’ she wrote Chamber offi- 
cials. 





BALLY OF RISE STEVENS 








Bible Belt Already Worrying 
About Sundays; Theatre Briefs 





Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 16. 

South Carolina legislature doesn’t 
huddle again until January, but 
Bible belt blue law enthusiasts al- 
ready hammering away at any Sun- 
day movies promotion planned next 
year. Seventh day film move, 
launched this year, made some prog- 
ress when legislators okayed Sunday 
shows for Columbia, Charleston and 
Beaufort, as defense areas. Baptists, 
meeting here recently, ‘resoluted’ 
against Sunday shows. Strong indi- 
cations controversy will reach all- 
time white heat, come the first of 
1942, as military and other backers 
are anxious for theatres to run seven 
days. 

Carolina, Wilby-Kincey’s top local 
house, has started $17,500 moderniza- 
tion, expansion program. Chain re 
cently opened new $65,000 Palmetto 
here. Expanding elsewhere in Caro- 
linas. 

Palmetto Theatres, Inc., has opened 


new Carolina at Columbia, S. C. 
Layout cost close to $100,000. War- 


ren Irvin, district manager, and Sam 
Suggs, city manager, directed con- 
struction. Wallace Martin will man- 
age. Jack Fuller is assitant man- 
ager. 

E. L. Cooper back in Atlanta from 
New Orleans as manager of Joy. 
House slated for expansion. 

Camden (S. C.) Merchants Asso- 
ciation petitioned city fathers to okay 
Sunday shows during fall army ma- 
neuvers, bringing thousands of sol- 
diers to that area. Asked for Octo- 
ber and November. Decision pend- 
ing. 

Nelson Hampton, resigned last 
year as manager State here to be- 
come Spartanburg Herald-Journal 
promotion manager, resigned. Ex- 
pected to return to theatre field soon. 

Joe Edmundson succeeds Severn 
Allen as manager Strand here, Allen 
moved to State as manager. Paul 
Ballenger, former Carolina assistant 
manager, to Palmetto as asst. man- 
ager. Palmetto manager James Cart- 
ledge announced as floor staffers 
Douglas Finch, formerly with State; 
Duren Hines, Donald West, Frederick 
Cline, Thomas Denson and A. J. 
Hines. 





Williams, Cavello Swap 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 

Jack Williams named manager of 
the Alpine circuit’s Gisard, West 
View, trading places with Tory Ca- 
vello, who switches to Williams’ old 
job at the Alpine house in New 
Brighton, Pa. 

Charlie Kosco returned to film biz 
again, hooking up with Art Levy’s 
Col exchange as salesman, succeed- 
ing Jack Kohler, resigned. 

Howard Savitz new manager of 
the Casino, George Jaffe’s burlesk 
house, replacing Ed Shaffer, in poor 
health lately and preferred to ac- 
cept a less strenuous post in Utica, 


N. Y. Savitz comes to Pitt from 
Miami. 

William H. Walker, son of the 
Crafton exhib, was married last 


week to Marilyn Ross, daughter of 


| 





pe . “dg : 
F. Clair Ross, Pennsylvania’s Audio- | 


tor General. Wedding took place 
on 22d wedding anniversary of 
bride’s parents. Young Walker is a 
graduate of Columbia university. 
Briefies:' Harris theatres now of- 
fering defense bonds instead of cash 
as Bank Night awards Don 
Bruce and Ellen Griffith honeymoon- 
ing in Canada , Ken Blakeley, 
Northeast exhib, opened new thea- 
tre at Westfield, N. Y., replaces the 
one destroyed by fire last winter... 
Paramount staff gifting Geraldine 
Wolff, who will wed shortly ... John 
Maloney and Buck Stoner hosted 
entire M-G staff at a Yacht Club 
party last week ... John Freinstein, 
former M-G booker, here on a fur- 
lough from Camp Wheeler, Ga. 
NSS’ New Pitt H. Q. 
National Screen Service has pur- 


| chased a parcel of Film Row prop- 


erty between Paramount exchange 
and building housing 20th-Fox, UA 
and NTS, 
structure which trailer-poster acces- 
sory company expects to occupy 
around first of year. At present, 
NSS is headquartered at old Inde- 
pendent Display Bldg. in rear of 
M-G and has been since that paper 
house’s business was taken over by 
the national outfit 18 months ago. 

Penn State Amuse. Co. has taken 
over Capitol, Uniontown, Pa., under 
a 10-year lease beginning Jan. 1, 
from Carl A. Jakobi and Ken Wood- 
ward. Jakobi expects to retire per- 
manently and will move to Califor- 
nia, while Woodward has no imme- 
diate plans for the future. 

Third floor of Republic building 
has been modernized and equipped 
as general offices for Blatt Bros. cir- 
cuit. Chain of more than 20 theatres 
is operated by Jake, Bill and Charles 
Blatt and their sister, Peggy, and 
Bill will be headquartered locally as 
g.m. and buyer. 





WB-Loew Wilmington Swap 


Loew’s has taken over the Aldine, 
Wilmington, and Warners takes over 
Loew’s Parkway, the same city. It’s 
a swap. Extensive improvements 
will be made by Loew’s on the 


and will build a modern | 





Aldine under direction of Harry 
Moskowitz for reopening Oct. 1. The 
Aldine is an 1,800-seater; Loew's 
Parkway 1,100-seater. Edgar J, 
Doob, present Loew manager in 
Wilmington, will handle new house. 
Bathory to Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Sept. 16. 

Peter Dennis Bathory has been 
sent here from the Palace, Youngs- 
town, O., to manage the Lyric, re- 
cent acquisition of the Katz-Dolle 
combine here. Bill MclIlwain, for- 
mer manager when house was op- 
erated by Charles M. Olson, takes 
post in Syracuse, N. Y., as booker 
and manager of house with vaude- 
film policy. At present, Lyric is 
running holdovers from other Katz 
houses, Circle and Indiana, but may 
book stage shows later. 





Loew’s N. Y. Shifts 

The following transfers and pro- 
motions around the New York 
Loew’s circuit announced by S. H. 
Meinhold: Jack Fieman, manager of 
the Mayfair, resigned; Len Grotte, 
manager of Prospect, now at May- 
fair; Edw. Burke, manager of the 
Melba, now Prospect manager; Wil- 
liam Wiegand, assistant manager of 
175th St., now manager Melba; Mar- 
tin Waldman, manager of Burland, 
mow Burnside manager; Leo Sido- 
sky, assistant mgr. of State, N. Y,, 
now manager of the Burland; Jos. 
Citron, asst. mgr. 83rd St., now as- 
sistant at State; Henry Beuttel, asst. 
of Paradise, assistant at 83rd St.; 
Edw. Brunner, asst. of American, 
now at Paradise as assistant; Ray- 
mond Simon, asst. of fhe Rio, now 
at Canal as assistant; Alexander La- 
piner, doorman at Rio, promoted to 
asst. mgr. of Rio. 

Jos. Frank, asst. mgr. at Loew’s 
Inwood, now at the Astor as asst. 
mgr.; Robert Spodick, asst. of Canal, 
now at Inwood; Irving Schwartz, 
asst. Boulevard, now at 175th St. as 
asst. mgr.; Nathan Bernstock, asst. 
mer. of Ziegfeld, now at Boulevard 
as asst. mgr.; Sid Stromberg, asst. 
mgr. at Palace, now Ziegfeld asst. 
megr.; Milton Schwartz, asst. mer. 
Century, now Palace asst. mgr.; 
Herbert Schoenhof, asst. mgr. War- 
wick, now at Century asst. mer.; 
Samuel Furst, asst. of the Post Rd., 
now Dyckman as asst. mgr.; Martin 
Squires, asst. at Burnside, now Post 
Rd. asst. mgr.; Bert Shopenn, asst. 
at Dyckman, now at the Warwick, 
as asst. mgr.; Ambrose C. Forrest, 
asst. mgr. of State, Newark, is no 
longer in Loew's employ 

Earl Adams to L. A. Orph. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Earl Adams checked out of the 
Bert Levy booking office after nine 
years to become assistant to Sherill 
Cohen at the Orpheum. 

Robert Pik left Film Alliance, 
New York, and moved west 
sistant manager of the Glendale the- 
atre in Glendale. 


In 


as as- 





Jack Bannan’s New Chore 

Jack Bannan, assistant to Univer- 
sal’s southern and Canadian sales 
manager, F. J. McCarthy, to Cin- 
cinnati to take over new duties as 
special sales rep to district manager 
Pete Rosian. Bannan wil have a 
roving sales assignment covering In- 
dianapolis, Cincinnati, Oklahoma 
City and Dallas, four exchange spots 
in Rosian’s district. 


Ackerman’s Takeover 
San Francisco, Sept. 16. 

Irving Ackerman, theatre opera- 
tor, yesterdav (Mon.) closed a deal 
taking over the Casino, shuttered for 
the past year. Ackerman will spend 
$90,000 for a complete remodeling 
job. 

House is due to reopen around 
Thanksgiving and will be renamed 
the Downtown. 


Tri-States’ Shifts 
Des Moines, Sept. 16. 

Tri-States managerial shifts: Robt 
Fulton, for four years manager of 
the Paramount, Waterloo, returns to 
Des Moines Oct. 1 as manager of the 
Des Moines, Tri-States ace house. 
Kermit Carr, who has been manag- 
ing the Des Moines this summer, 
takes over the Paramount, Waterloo. 

Bruce Shelton, manager of the 
Ingersoll, nabe, promoted to assistant 
of the Orpheum, Omaha. Rod Mc- 
Cullough, assistant of the Par, Water- 
loo, replaces Shelton at the Inger- 
soll, Des Moines. In Omaha, Shel- 
ton replaces Ira Crain who goes to 
the Princess at Sioux City, as man- 
ager. Robt. Blankenship, assistant 
of the Par, Des Moines, goes to the 
Strand, Waterloo, in similar capacity. 





Schines Unload One 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 16. 

Schines sold the Plaza last week 
to a bakery company for remodeling 
into a plant. Small nabe house was 
taken over by Schines in Webster 
theatre deal a year ago but not 
opened. 

State theatre and Rialto, East 
Rochester, both Schine houses, are 
undergoing extensive alterations in- 
cluding new marquees, rest rooms, 
balcony seating and carpets. 
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Mexican Good Will 


Sought By Nazis 


Through Lavish Praise of its Pix; 
Say They Counteract H'wood Films 








Mexico City, Sept. 16. 

Picturemen and others in Mexico 
are puzzling over bouquets lavished 
upon Mexican films in an editorial 
of Voelkischer Beobachter, Nazi 
daily, excerpts of which were cabled | 
to Mexico and widely distributed in | 
this country by the Nazis’ Transocean 
News Service. The Berlin print said 
the pix are serving to ‘counteract 
those of Hollywood.’ Mexican pic- 
tures, particularly ‘Alla en el Rancho 
Grande’ (‘Way Down on Rancho 
Grande’) and ‘Ora Ponciano’ (‘Come 
on You, Ponciano’) are cinemato- 
graphic beacons of the true Spanish 
spirit in America, for they expound | 
true cultural values and present the 
‘charr’ (gentleman cowboy) as ‘the 
prototype of Spanish America.’ 

The editorial announced the early 
premiere of several Mexican pictures 
in Germany and remarked, ‘there is 
general anticipation about the ex- 
hibition of these pictures for they 
are counted upon to be shining ex- 
amples of the Latin art.’ 

This sugary attitude of an import- 
ant Berlin newspaper with regard 
to Mexico and Mexican pictures has 
prompted much surprise in this 
country in view of the definite demo- 
cratic swing Mexico has taken, the 
increasing antipathy against Nazism 
and Fascism and the freedom of all 
screens in this republic from Ger- 
many, Italian and other totalitarian 
pictures. 





?° 


| Doe’ Sock in Mex City 





Mexico City, Sept. 16. 

Record run for this summer was 
established here by ‘Meet John Doe’ 
(WB), titled ‘El Mandamiento §Su- 
premo’ (‘The Supreme Command’) 
in Mexico, which was exhibited for 
five consecutive weeks at the Cine 
Rex, 1,000-seat first run cinema. 

Tops ranged from $2 (Mex) (50c 
U. S.) during the first three weeks 
to $1.50 (Mex) (38 U. S.) in the 
other two. 





‘Acquaintance, 


Rhine Mapped 





London, Sept. 2. 

H. M. Tennent, Ltd., plans to pre- 
sent Lilian Hellman’s ‘Watch on the 
Rhine’ and John Van Druten’s ‘Old 
Acquaintance,’ both Broadway hits 
of the past season. Both are due for 
this season, with Edith Evans star- 
ring in the latter. 

Penciled in for spring production 





LANGE TO TOUR S. A. 
FOR PAR INSPECTION 


Fred Lange, Paramount’s European 
manager, who has béen in New York 
since last summer, when he wound 
up liquidation of the company’s af- 
fairs in Europe, likely will make a 
swing through the west coast Latin- 
American countries within the 
next 30 days. Trip would be as 
liaison for the home office. 

Lange was formerly in charge of 
managing Argentina, Chile and other 
South American countries for Par. 


Mex Pic Man Asks 756 
In Financing Wrangle 


Mexico City, Sept. 16. 
Complaint of fraud to the extent of 
$300,000 (Mex), ($75,000 U. S.) in 
connection with his picture, ‘Male 
Yerba’ (‘Marcella’), which won a 
medal that’s the equivalent of the 
Academy award, as the best domestic 











film of 1940, has been made to the | 


Federal District district attorney by 
Gabriel Soria, young producer who 
learned his craft in Hollywood. De- 
fendants are Leon and Jaime Sour- 
asky, operators of Financiera Azteca, 
&. A., a local financing firm. 

Soria’s charge against the Sourasky 
are that they piled on excessive in- 
terest rates for an accommodation 
they made him to get his picture 
produced and marketed. The pro- 
duction is now claimed by them. The 
producer told the d. a. that the 
financiers soaked him interest of 
nearly 100%. He alleged that the 
brothers forged documents to make 
it appear that they are the real 
owners of ‘Yerba.’ 
averred that the only profit from the 
picture has been garnered by the 
Souraskys. Soria seeks the $300,000, 
since he calls that his just compen- 
sation for the time and trouble in 
producing and marketing the picture. 

The Souraskys made a blanket de- 
nial of the charges, 


Bar ‘Horror’ Pix 


Cape Town, Aug. 1. 
Teachers’ association prctesting 
strongly against ‘horror’ films shown 
to children. The South African 
Board of Censors has barred such 
pix to children under 12, and, in 
special cases, under 16. 








Association wants horror pictures | 


cut out entirely for kiddies, regard- 
less of age. 


‘“Mummy’s Hand,’ ‘Man Who 
Talked Too Much,’ ‘Northwest 
Mounted Police,’ ‘City For Con- 


quest,’ ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame.’ 
*‘Gooloo’ ‘Shadow on Stairs’ are a 
few barred to children. Western: 
are barred to youngsters under 12. 


is Robert E. Sherwood’s ‘Petrified 
| Forest,’ with Owen Nares and Con- 
| stance Cummings in the leads. Les- 
lie Howard and Peggy Conklin 
| played the original Broadway leads. 
| H. M. Tennent will also present this 
one. 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ was at one 
time mentioned as a vehicle for John 
Gielgud, who has a tie-in with the 
Tennent concern. But actor states 
he will endeavor to stage ‘Macbeth’ 
here instead. 


Picture Biz Details Its 
Demands in Cuba Treaty 


Carl E. Milliken, secretary of the 
| Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
|tributors, and acting foreign man- 
| ager for the association, outlined 
j the concessions the film industry 
wants in the amended trade treaty 
| with Cuba at a huddle with U. S. 
Officials in Washington last week. 
Milliken told State Dept. officials 
that the film business wants no fur- 
ther restrictions on the picture busi- 








and that higher internal taxes on a 


distributor would have the same ef- | 


fect as export tariff hikes. He ex- 
plained that revenue varies on films 
and that the usual tariffs on com- 
modities might remain the same 
while internal taxation became so 
high as to constitute a higher tariff 
wall, which the picture business is 
seeking to avoid. 


One specific thing asked by Milli- | 
the | 


ken was for Cuba to permit 
import of prints in bond for preview. 
Also a stipulation whereby Amer- 
ican distributors could recover the 
cost of duty paid if the picture ‘was 
not released in Cuba. 


The producer | 


For West End 


ness, pointing out film revenue varies | 


Day Back to Brazil 


John Day, Paramount’s manager 
in Brazi!, who has been in New 
York for homeoffice confabs for a 
couple of weeks, plans returning to 
Rio de Janeiro Oct. 11. 

He will go to Penscola, Fila., 
shortly to visit his son-in-law, 
Charles Hoover, who’s in the navy 
aviation service. 


WEDGWOOD SET 
AS CHAIRMAN 
OF ABP 


London, Sept. 16. 











Sir Ralph Wedgwood, formerly 
general manager of the London 
North Eastern Railway, has been 


elected chairman of Associated Bri- 
tish Picture Corp., in which Warner 
Bros. recently purchased the stock 
of the late John Maxwell. 

Three directors resigned, with 
Eric Fletcher and Philip Water be- 
ing appointed to fill two of the va- 
cancies. Eric Lightfoot retains his 
directorship, holding a contract with 
the corporaticn. 





Although Warner Bros. did not ob- 
tain controlling interest in Asso- 
ciated British Pictures according to 
terms announced several weeks ago, 
it’s reported in New York that ulti- 
mately the American film company 
intends to obtain such control. Pres- 
ent interest is said to represent 49%. 
{The British government presently 
doesn’t permit foreign interests to 
control British corporations.—Ed.] 





ANOTHER STRANDING 


Princess Zerita Calls on Mex Gov't 

For Aid 

Mexico City, Sept. 16. 

Another case of a foreign artist 

getting stranded here because of al- 
|\legedly faulty contracts is that of 
Princess Zerita, West Indian dancer. 
Performer came here some months 
ago to perform, under contracts 
made abroad, in various theatres and 
niteries. But she got only a little 
work and less pay due to apparently 
ineffectual contracts. It is explained 
|}here that the fault lies with the 
jenagrens abroad, but not with Mexi- 
| 








can impresarios. 


The Princess went broke by de- 
grees. 


| to deport her, requesting that the re- 
|patriation bond of $250 (Mex) 
| (about $60 U. S.) she posted be used 
|for that purpose. The Ministry then 
sent the Princess to Trinidad, where 


she said she has relatives, via La, | 


| redo, Texas. 





| 


Sam Eckman Named 


When everything else failed, | 
|she asked the Ministry of the Interior | 








Mex Labor Ruling Discourages Peace 


Picture 


Between 








Alfred Crown, former manager in| 
Europe and South America for Metro | 
and other film companies, will leave 
New York Sept. 27 for a six-month 
tour by air of Latin-America for the 
Rockefeller Committee. His first 
stop will be Rio. 

Crown will set up distribution ma- 
chinery for the non-theatrical films 
being prepared by Kenneth Mac- 
gowan for educational purposes in 
the southern hemisphere countries. 
Distribution will be through Amcecri- 
can embassies and consulates, and 
will in.many cases necessitate pro- 
viding projection machines as well 
as films to the groups which will see 
the pix. 


WB in England 
Maps 50-Week 


Production Yr. 








London, Sept. 2. 

Warners has announced its Ted- 
dington plant would function 50 
weeks in the year. Max Milder re- 
turned from U. §S. trip to indicate 
he’d put ‘Flying Fortress’ into imme- 
diate work: to be followed by a 
treatment of life of Winston Church- 
ill. A probable starter is ‘Horatio | 
Hornblower,’ provided talent can be 
found. It’s understood direction of 
the latter would be from a Holly- 


+ 


Crown’s Rockefeller Chore: 





woodite on special assignment. 
Twentieth’s ‘Young Mr. Pitt’ as- 
sighed Wildrid Lawson, John Mills | 
and Jean Cadell to feature spots. | 
Cyril Hughes Hartman has been ap- 
pointed historical adviser on the big 
budgeter, which stars Robert Donat. 
‘Portrait of a British Foreman’ has 
a unit working down in Cornwall 
under Charles Frend. Ealing Studios 
feature, built around the J. B. Priest- 
ley original, is using youngster Gor- 
don Cameron Jackson, newcomer to 
films, in top support role. Priestley 


has sold to British National Pic- 
tures his best-seller, ‘Let the Peo- 
ple Sing,” a wartime novel. John 





Baxter has been assigned to the pro- 
duction. 

















| Fun-and-Culture 


Continued from page Steal 
Charlie McCarthy, (Oct. 7.) Bergen 











will present two shows at the Mem- 
orial Auditorium, supported by 
number of Hollywood acts. 

Dance night will be Wednesday, 
(8) with Sammy Kaye and Mon-| 
chito’s Orchestras at the Armory. | 
Monday's bill will be headed by 
Elsie Houston, South American so- 
prano, at Memorial Aude., 


and Fri- | 


To British Trade Post | 44y’s headliners will be the Pan- | 


London, Sept. 2. 


Announcement from Kinema Rent- 

|ers Society disclosed that Sam Eck- 
man, Jr., has received bid from 
Board of Trade to sit in on the Films 
Council. 

| British Metro chief has accepted. 





Easing of U.S-Jap 


Relations Brings 
Hope of Favorable Distrib Accord 





With American major film com- 
| panies getting around $200,000 on 
Sept. 26 as first of four payments on 
| nearly $1,000,000 in notes held by 
| the Yokohama Specie Bank, San 
| Francisco, and apparently improved 
| diplomatic relations between U. S. 
, and Japan, American foreign com- 
| pany managers this week are hope- 
ful for easing restrictions on distri- 
; bution in the Nipponese territory. 
Foreign department executives in 





N. Y. are seeking a freer flow of | 


| screen product into Japan while ex- 


hibitors in Tokyo and other Japa- | 


nese cities apparently want Yank 
product. Difficulty in getting per- 
mits for Japan distribution has irked 
| U. S. companies in recent months. 


| Easing of relations between U. S. 


|} and Japan came as a welcome sur- 
| prise to film distributors in N.Y. be- 
|cause this developed just when 
| American distributor employees in 
Japan were fearful of losing their 
| jobs with the report that U. S. film 
companies might abandon operations 
| in Japan. 
| After the September payment on 
| the Yokohama note agreement, the 
| remaining $750,000 is to be divided 
; among the eight U. S. major com- 
panies in three other. payments 
winding up next February. Barring 
; ‘incidents,’ U. S. distributors will 
likely seek picture-coin release pact 
similar to this one as soon as the old 
| One is washed up, 


| 





j}ium, Columbia 


| Ballroom, 


American Revue at Memorial Au- | 


ditorium, with Carlos Molina orch- 
estra. Tito Guizar and Sarita, and 
her Latin dancers and marimba | 
band. 

Events free to patrons include 
Pan-American Doll .Show, Two- | 
Ocean Navy of 1946: Cavalcade of 
Aviation; Ruth Chambers Cooking | 
School; Art Exhibit; Photo Show, 
and Concert of Pan-American com- 
posers, with instrumental, vocal and 
orchestral numbers by well-known | 


local artists. 

Included in the list of free lec- 
tures are those by Dr. Carlos Davila, 
former President of Chile: Hon. 
Leonard W. Brockington, assistant to 
the Canadian Prime Minister: Dr. 
Ricardo Alfaro, former President of 
Panama; and Dr. Enrique Gil, Ar- 
gentine lawyer and statesman. 

Royal Canadian Puppet show will 
appear at Columbia Theatre Mon- 
day through Saturday at small ad- 
mish for adults and children. 

Annual affair is promoted to 
stimulate trade in the Kentucky and 
Indiana trade area, and is organized 
and underwritten by the two local 
newspapers. Events bring a great 
influx of visitors from nearby towns, 
and all available” theatres and au- 
ditoriums are utilized to stage the 
various events, including Jefferson 
County Armory, Memorial Auditor- 
Theatre, Woman's 
Auditorium, Kentucky Hotel | 


\ 





Club 


for 
| shortly. 
| cently 


Workers, U.S. Cos. 


Mexico City, Sept. 16. 

Prospects of an early settlement 
of the conflict between the national 
cinematographic workers union and 
the eight major American distribu- 
tors are seen diminished by the 
ruling of the federal board of con- 
ciliation and arbitration that the 
strike, which started Sept. 2 against 
Metro and Columbia, is legal. This 
measure signifies that the strike- 
ridden companies must pay the help 
wages during their loaf. There is no 
sign of any end to the M-G and Co- 
lumbia shutdown. 

Ruling is interpreted as marking 
a course in the row with the other 
six companies, the strike deadline 
of which expires at noon tomor- 
row (17). These six were granted 
a respite of 15 days by the union at 
the time it calfed the strike on 
Sept. 2. 

Though chiefs of the union have 
formally advised the Confederation 
of Mexican Workers that they intend 
to stage a series of short strikes 
against the whole picture business in 
Mexico, including cinemas, to put 
across their bid for a sweeping vic- 
tory, things are reportedly not go- 
ing so well in the union. There are 
loud cries from the rank and file 
that there is scant coin in the union's 
coffers and heated protest against 
the union’s orders that all members 
must forego a day’s pay a week for 
the benefit of the M-G and Colum- 
bia strikers. This docking is also 
figured to create a war chest of 
$200,000 (Mex) ($50,000 U. S.). 





Showdown Today 

With American film company for- 
eign managers remaining optimistic 
over the Mexican strike situation, 
actual showdown probably will not 
come until today (Wednesday), 
when exchange workers in Mexico 
are scheduled to walk out on six 
U.S. major film distributors. Co- 
lumbia and Metro unionists struck 


| Sept. 2, with an extension granted 


the other six majors in an effort to 
split American picture company 
ranks. 

The Mexican state department is 
waiting to see what the unionists do 
with the proposal to strike against 
Paramount, RKO, Warners, 20th- 
Fox, United Artists and Universal 
before taking action. However, the 
Mexican government is lending a 
sympathetic ear to the American 
distribs. 

A. L. Pratchett, Paramount's man- 
ager in Mexico, who has been acting 


|as the American industry’s trouble- 


shooter, decided not to leave N.Y. 


| for Mexico as originally planned last 


Sunday (14), but is staying in Goth- 
am so he will be able to carry on 
with foreign chiefs of the U.S. firms. 


| Hake Enroute Back 


To 20th Post in Antips 


Clay V. Hake, 20th-Fox managing 
director in Australi., left New 





| York this week enroute to his home 


post in Sydney. He has been in the 
U. S. more than a month, most of 
the time huddling with homeoffice 


| officials on the situation in the Anzac 
| territory. 


Hake plans to boat out of San 


| Francisco today (Wednesday) on his 


return trip to Sydney. William T. 


| Powers, counsel and executive with 


National Theatres. 20th-Fox sub- 
sidiary, who has been in Australia 
nearly a month, is due back 

John Cecil Graham, re- 
named an official with Na- 
tional, and H. G. Stuart, another Na- 


tional executive, both of whom went 


to Sydney with Powers, are remain- 
ing over temporarily to adjust inter- 
ests in the Hoyts theatre circuit, in 
which National has larg> holdings. 


Mono’s Mexico Deal 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Rafael Arzoz, head of Victoria 
Films in Mexico, closed a deal as 
exclusive Monogram distributor in 
that country. 

New contract calls for 42 Mono- 
gram productions, an increase of 21 
over last year. 








RKO’S AUSSIE PARLEY 
Sydney, Sept. 16. 

Australasian sales confab of RKO 
opened here yesterday (Monday), 
with Ralph R. Doyle, managing di- 
rector, in charge. 

Full Aussie and New Zealand sales 
staff is here for convention. 
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FORT WORTH-— Opening day smashes 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” record! 


WASHINGTON, D. C.— Bigger in its 
first four days than any 20th hii on 
record! 


PHILADELPHIA- Opening day tops 
“Charley’s Aunt’ by $500! 


SCHINE NEW YORK CIRCUIT — Beat- 
ing “Charley's Aunt”,“Tin Pan Alley”, 
“The Great American Broadcast’! The 
greatest business in years! 


HOUSTON — The biggest since rec- 
ord-smashing, record-holding “Jesse 
James’’! 


MILWAUKEE-—QOpening day out- 


grosses holiday opening of “Moon 
Over Miami’’! « 








I= are the openings that followed the sensational 


St. Louis World Premiere! Another smash from the smash-makers of 


20th! The Technicolor sock-successor to “Jesse James’’! 
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TRADE SHOWINGS 


(From Sept. 17-27) 


(Alphabetically arranged according to Exchange Ciiy, 
and chronologically sequenced according to calendar 
date and hour screenings. A readu reference for all 
exhibitors, embracing ALL the five major distributors 


ALBANY 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—Suspicion’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
N., SEPT. 22— 

Mot p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
3:30 p.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
'ES., SEPT. 23— 

~~ p.m.—Riders of Timberline’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
3:30 p.m.—Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 

JED., SEPT. 24— 
™ 2:00 p.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 


ATLANTA 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 >.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
ON., SEPT. 22— 

ae a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
12:30 p.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— 

ak to a.m.—Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
12:30 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
7ED., SEPT. 24— 

Weak a.m.—'Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


BOSTON 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—'Suspicion’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
10N., SEPT. 22— : 
. 11:00 a.m.—'Seecrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
2:30 p.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
UES., SEPT. 23— ’ 
ak ty a.m.— Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
2:30 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 24— 4 
2:30 p.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


BUFFALO 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 

ON., SEPT. 22— 
" 2:00 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Niagara T. 

3:30 p.m.— Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Niagara T. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— : 

2:00 p.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Niagara T. 

3:30 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Niagara =. 
WED., SEPT. 24— : 

2:00 p.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Niagara T. 


CHARLOTTE 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. ; 

MON., SEPT. 22— : 
16:00 a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
11:30 a.m.—Outlaws of Desert’? (Par), Paramount Ex. 

TUES., SEPT. 23— : , 
10:00 a.m.—Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
11:30 a.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

WED., SEPT. 24— : 
10:00 a.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


CHICAGO 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22— 
1:30 ».m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount 
2:45 p.m.—‘Outiaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
4:00 p.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’* (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— ; 
1:30 n.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
2:45 p.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


CINCINNATI 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), RKO Theatre P.R. 

MON., SEPT. 22— ' 
2:00 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par) Paramount Ex. 
3:30 p.m.— Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

TUES., SEPT. 23— ; : 
2:00 p.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
3:30 p.m.—Stick to Your Guys’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

WED., SEPT. 24— 

2:00 p.m.— Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


CLEVELAND 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—Suspicion’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 

MON., SEPT. 22— . 
1:30 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
2:45 p.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

TUES., SEPT. 23— 

1:30 p.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ 
2:45 p.m.—‘Stick to Yeur Guns’ 

WED., SEPT. 24— : 

1:30 p.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


DALLAS 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22— 

10:30 a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

2:00 p.m.—Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— 

10:30 a.m.—‘Ricers of Timberline’ 

2:00 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ 
WED., SEPT. 24— 

10:30 a.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


DENVER 
WED., SEPT. 17— 
2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22— 


9:30 a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ 
11:00 a.m.—‘Outlaws of 


Ex. 


(Par), Paramount Ex. 
(Par), Paramount Ex. 


(Par), Paramount Ex. 
(Par), Paramount Ex. 


(Par), Paramount Ex. 
Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 23— 
9:30 a.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
11:00 a.m.—‘Stick te Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


WED., SEPT. 24— 
9:30 a.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


DES MOINES 
WED.. SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22— 

12:30 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

2:00 p.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— 

12:30 p.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

2:00 p.m.— Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 24— 

12:30 p.m.— Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


DETROIT 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKQ), Max Blumenthal P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22— 

1:30 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

3:00 p.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— 

1:30 p.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

3:00 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 24— 

1:30 p.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

WED., SEPT. 17— 

2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22—- 

1:30 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

3:00 p.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— 

1:30 p.m.-—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

3:00 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount Ex 
WED.. SEPT. 24— 

1:30 p.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 








under one table. 


This will be brought up to date each| 





week, listing the schedule oj releases for the ensuing 


10 days from Variety's date of publication. Key: T. for | 


Theatre; P.R. for Projection Room.) 


KANSAS CITY 
WED., SEPT. 17— 
2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Paramount P.R, 
MON., SEPT. 22— 
1:30 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount 


3:00 p.m.—Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 23— 
1:30 p.m.—Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount 
3:00 p.m.—Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount 
WED., SEPT. 24— 
1:30 p.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount 


LOS ANGELES 

WED... SEPT. 17— 

2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22—- 

1:30 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount 

2:45 p.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— 

1:30 p.m.—Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount 

2:45 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 24— 

1:30 p.m.— Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount 


MEMPHIS 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:38 p.m.—Suspicion’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22— 

10:30 a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount 

2:00 p.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— 

10:30 a.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount 

2:00 n.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount 
WED.. SEPT. 24— 

10:30 a.m.—*Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount 


MILWAUKEE 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 

MON., SEPT. 22— 
1:30 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount 
2:45 p.m.—Outliws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
4:00 p.m.— ‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount 


MINNEAPOLIS 

WED., SEPT. 13— 

2:30 p.m_—Suspicion’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
MON., SEF s’. 22— 

1:30 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), 

2:45 p.m.—Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Warner Bldg. 

4:00 p.m.—Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Warner 
TUES., SEPT. 23— 

1:30 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Warner Bldg. 


Ex. 


Ex. 


Ex. 


Ex. 
Ex. 
Ex. 


Ex. 


Ex. 


Ex. 


Ex. 
Ex. 


Warner Bldg. 
Bldg. 


2:45 p.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Warner Bldg. 


NEW HAVEN 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22— 

10:00 a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Whitney T. 

11:36 a.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Whitney T. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— 

10:00 a.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Whitney T. 

11:30 a.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Whitney T. 
WED., SEPT. 24— 

10:00 a.m.—*Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Whitney T. 


NEW ORLEANS 
WED., SEPT. 17— 
2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22— 
10:30 a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount 


12 noon.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 23— 
10:30 a.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount 
12 neon.—'Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount 
WED., SEPT. 24— 
10:30 a.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount 
NEW YORK CITY 
WED., SEPT. 17— 
11:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ 
MON., SEPT. 22— 


Ex. 
Ex. 
Ex. 


Ex. 


(RKO), RKO P.R. 


14:00 a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 


11:15 a.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— 


10:00 a.m.—'‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), 


WED., SEPT. 24— 
10:00 2.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), 


OKLAHOMA CITY 
WED.. SEPT. li— 
2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22— 
10:30 a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount 


2:00 p.m.—Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 23— 
10:30 a.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ 
2:00 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ 
WED., SEPT. 24— 
10:30 a.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount 


OMAHA 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
MON.. SEPT. 22— 


(Par), 
(Par), 


Paramount 
Paramount 











| Smiling Ghost (WB) 8 13 





20th-Fox P.R. | 
11°15 a.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 


20th-Fox P.R. 


Ex. 


Ex. 
Ex. 


Ex. 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—8/1/41 





Thunder Over the Prairie (Col) 7/30 w i=359 
Ringside Maisie (M-G) 7/30 Cc 9 
Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) D 

Fugitive Valley (Mono) 8/20 ws 60 





—— meen, 


C. Starrett-E. O’Hearn 
A. Sothern-G, Murphy 
W. Hull-L. Gorcey 

R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 


Kiss the Boys Goodbye (Par) 6 25 CD 8&3 M. Martin-D. Ameche 
My Life With Caroline (RKO) 7,16 C 78 R. Colman-A. Lee 
Rags to Riches (Rep) 8/13 M “57 A. Baxter-M. Carlisle 
Charley's Aunt (20th) 7 23 Cc 80 Jack Benny 


Cracked Nuts (U) Cc 
Three Sons o’ Guns (WB) 


M. Auer-U. Merkel 
W. Morris-T. Brown 





ee 


WEEK OF RELEASE—38/8/41 











Tillie the Toiler (Col) 8/13 C 67 XK. Harris-W. Tracy 
Whistling in the Dark (M-G) 8 6 D 76 CC, Veidt-A. Rutherford 
Dynamite Canyon (Mono) w T. Keene-E, Finley 
Wide Open Town (Par) 7/30 w 77 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Six Gun Gold (RKO) = 8 27 Ww =357 T. Holt-L. White 
Dressed to Kill (20th) 7/23 M 75 L. Nolan-M. B. Hughes 
Hold That Ghost (U) 17/30 Cc 8 Abbett-Costello 
New Wine (UA) 17/30 MU 82 I. Massey-B. Barnes 
Manpower (WB) 7,9 D 103 E. Robinson-M. Dietrich 
WEEK OF RELEASE—8/15/4l 





Ellery Queen and Perfect Crime (Col) M 


68 R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
King of Dodge City (Col) 


8/13 Ww 63 Bz. Eliliot-T. Ritter 


Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G) 8/13 C 100 ™. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
World Premiere (Par) 8/27 Cc 7 J. Barrymore-F. Farmer 
Ice-Capades (Rep) 8/20 C 88 J. Ellison-D. Lewis 

Wild Geese Calling (20th) 7/30 D 78 H. Fonda-J.Bennett 

This Woman Is Mine (U) 8/27 D $i 


F. Tone-C. Bruce 


————— 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8 22/41 











Here Comes Mr. Jordan (Col) 17/30 93 OR. Montgomery-R. Johnson 


Dr. Kildare’s Wedding Day (M-G) 8/20 82 L. Ayres-L. Day 
The Parson of Panamint (Par) 6/25 84 CC. Ruggles-E. Drew 
Scattergood Meets B’way (RKO) 8/27 rf 70) =G. Kibbee-E. Dunn 


Gene Autry 
60 J. Harwell-B. Joyce 
69 A. Devine-R. Arlen 
62 B. Marshall-A. Kennedy 


Under Fiesta Stars (Rep) 
Private Nurse (20th) /% 
A Dangerous Game (U) 3,5 
Highway West (WB) 8/6 


eke ececn. 


—— 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8 29/41 


Our Wife (Col) 8 20 C 92 M. Douglas-R. Hussey 
When Ladies Meet (M-G) 8/27 C 103) «J. Crawford-R. Taylor 
Saddle Mountain Roundup (Mono) Ww Range Busters 

Aloma of the South Seas (Par) 8 27 RD 76 D. Lamour-J. Hall 
Flying Blind (Par) 8 20 M 69 R. Arlen-J. Parker 
Little Foxes (RKO) 8/13 D 115. B. Davis-H. Marshail 
Doctors Don’t Tell (Rep) D J. Beal-F. Rice 
Pittsburgh Kid (Rep) 93 w 76 B.Conn-J. Parker 
Sun Valiey Serenade (20th) 17 23 CD 86 S. Henie-G. Miller 
Lydia (UA) 8 20 RD 103 M. Oberon-A. Marshal 
Major Barbara (UA) 5 7 D 115 W.Hiller-R. Morley 
Dive Bomber (WB) 


8 13 D 130 E. Flynn-F. MacMurray 


= ————— 


WEEK OF RELEASE—9/5/41 


Badlands of Dakota (U) 9/10 74 R. Dix-F. Farmer 


71 WW. Morris-B. Marshall 


Mystery Ship (Col) 8/6 D 65 P. Kelly-L. Lane 
Gentleman from Dixie (Mono) D J. LaRue-M. Marsh 
Jekyll and Hyde (M-G) 7/23 D 127. #S. Tracy-l. Bergman 
Citizen Kane (RKO) 4/16 D 120 O. Welles-J. Cotton 
Bad Man of Deadwood (Rep) 9/17 W 61 = RK. Rogers-G. Haves 
Charley Cran in Rio (20th) 8/27 D 60 S. Toler-M. B. Hughes 

w 

D 





WEEK OF RELEASE—9/12 /41 


-_ -—————— 


| Harmon of Michigan (Col) D T. Harmon-A. Louise 

| Lady Be Good (M-G) 7/16 MU 110 FE. Powell-R. Young 
Let’s Go Collegiate (Mono) Cc F. Darro-M. Moreland 
Parachute Battalion (RKO) 7/16 D 75 RK. Preston-N. Kelly 
Outlaws of the Cherokee Trail (Rep) w 3 Mesquiteers 
Apache Kid (Rep) Ww D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Belle Starr (20th) 8 27 D 87 OR. Scott-G. Tierney 
Unfinished Business (U) 8 27 RD 94 IT. Dunne-R. Montgomery 
Navy Blues (WB) 8/13 D 108 A. Sheridan-J. Oakie 


WEEK OF RELEASE-—9 /19/41 


Ladies in Retirement (Col) 9/10 D 91 I. Lupino-L. Hayward 
Down in San Diego (M-G) 7 30 CD 69 R.McDonald-B. Granville 
We Go Fast (20th) 9/10 ty 64 LL. Bari-A. Curtis 

Sing Another Chorus (U) 9 10 CD 64° J. Frazee-J. Downs 

Kid From Kansas (U) Ww D. Foran-L, Carrillo 

A Girl Must Live (U) D M. Lockwood-R. Houston 


Nine Lives Are Not Enough (WB) 9/3 M 63 


R. Regan-J. Perry 





WEEK OF RELEASE—9/26/41 
You’ll Never Get Rich (Col) cD F. Astaire-R. Hayworth 
Gun Man From Bodie (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 
Hold Back the Dawn (Par) 7/30 D 114 C. Boyer-O. de Havilland 
Death Valley Outlaws (Rep) Ww D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Sailor Be Good (Rep) Cc W. Lundigan-S. Ross 
| Lady Searface (RKO) 7/23 bD 65 D. O’Keefe-J. Anderson 
| Week-End in Havana (20th) MU A. Fave-J. Payne 
Last of the Duanes (20th) 9/10 D 57 G.Montgomery-L. Roberts 
| It Started With Adam (WU) D D. Durbin-C. Laughton 
Sergeant York (WB) 7/2 D 134 G. Cooper-J. Leslie 


1:15 p.m.—'Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. | 
2:30 p.m.—Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 23— 
1:15 p.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
2:30 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
WED.. SEPT. 24— 
1:15 p.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
PHILADELPHIA 
WED.. SEPT. 17— 


11:00 a.m.—‘Look Who’s Laughing’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 18— 

11:00 a.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22— 


10:30 a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount 


2:00 p.m.—Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 23— 
10:30 a.m.— Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount 


2:00 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount 
WED., SEPT. 24— 


10:30 a.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount 
PITTSBURGH 
WED.,. SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22—— 


11:00 a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount 


2:30 p.m.—Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 23— 
11:00 a.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount 
2:30 ».m.—Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), Paramount 
WED.. SEPT. 24— 
2:30 p.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount 


PORTLAND 
WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Star Preview Ko 
MON., SEPT. 22— a “if 


1:30 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount 


2:45 p.m.— ‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 23— 
en p.m.—‘Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount 
<:45 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par Param 
WED.. SEPT. 24— ‘ er 
1:30 p.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount 
(Continued on page 27) 


Ex. 


Ex. 
Ex. 


Ex. 


Ex. 
Ex. 
Ex. 
Ex. 


Ex. 


Ex. 


Ex 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/3/41 


Two Latins from Manhattan (Col) D J. Davis-J. Woodbury 
Buy Me That Town (Par) 7/30 D 68 L. Nolan-C. Moore 
Father Takes a Wife (RKO) Cc A. Menjou-G. Swanson 
Man at Large (20th) 9/10 M 70 M. Weaver-G. Reeves 
Burma Convoy (U) D C. Bickford-E. Ankers 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/10/41 





Texas (Col) Ww W. Holden-C. Trevor 

Lady Be Good (M-G) MU A. Sothern-E. Powell-R. Young 
Tonto Basin (Mono) w Range Busters 

Skylark (Par) 9/10 C 98 C. Colbert-R. Milland 

Mercy Island (Rep) D R. Middleton-G. Dixon 

Riders of Purple Sage (20th) 9/17 Ww 58 G. Montgomery-M. Howard 
Great Guns (20th) Cc Laurel-Hardy 

New Wine (UA) MU I. Massey-A. Curtis 
Helizapoppin’ (U) Cc Olsen-Johnson 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Aldrich for President (Par) 








7/30 C 73 J.Lyden-J. Preisser 
All Money Can Buy (RKO) 7/16 D 100 FE. Arnold-W. Huston 
Among the Living (Par) 9/3 D 67 A. Dekker-S. Hayward 
Birth of the Blues (Par) 9/3 MU 80 =. Crosby-M. Martin 
Glamour Boy (Par) 9/10 C 79 J. Cooper-S. Foster 


International Squadron (WB) 8&/13 M 85 R. Reagan-O. Bradna 


The Gay Falcon (RKO) 9/17 M 67 G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
Married Bachelor (M-G) 9/10 C 81 R. Young-R. Hussey 
New York Town (Par) 7/3¢ RD 75 M. Martin-F. MacMurray 
Smiling Thru (MGM) 9/17 RD 100 J.MacDonald-B. Aherne 
The Prime Minister (WB) 92/17 RD %% J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 
Honky Tenk (MGM) _ 9/17 RD 104 C. Gabie-L. Turner 
Night of January 16th (Par) 9/10 D 86 E. Drew-R. Presion 
Nothing But Truth (Par) 7/30 C 89 B. Hope-P. Goddard 
Look Who’s Laughing (RKO) 9/17 C 5 KE, Bergen-L. Ball-F. Redman 
The Feminine Touch (MGM) 9/17 C 996 R. Russell-D. Ameche 
Unexpected Uncle (RKO) 9/17 © 67 A. Shirlev-J. Craig 
Riding the Wind (RKO) $/10 w 64 


T. Holt-M. Douglas 











“se 














Wedlnes’ay, September 17, 1941 VARIET 
RIETY 
21 














BOX-OFFICE! 


The big busi 
: Bae ame none. .. sweeping the keys in its first sensa- 
. he =o paper prices... Third weeks to standout crowd 
b. , San Francisco, Washington, Cincinnati and aaa 
0 












: . 


7 ». ! ~e Second e 
a. weeks in Rochester, S 
- , syracuse, Kansas Cit 
» Columbus, Dayton, New Orleans, Denver —to mention neo a 
a Tew... 


) More ] 
openings, more holdovers, every week! 


ORSON WELLES 
CVW7/2EW KANE 


The Mercury Actors 































JOSEPH COTTEN, DOROTHY COMINGOR 

EVERETT SLOANE RAY COLLINS RKO 

GEORGE COULOURIS AGNES MOOREHEAD RADIO 
RUTH WARRICK 


PAUL STEWART 
ERSKINE SANFORD WILLIAM ALLAND 
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FILM REVIEWS 
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UNEXPECTED UNCLE 


(Continued from page 9) 


drunk bit in which he also does 
well. 

Charles Coburn is the gent in 
question, but the cast also includes 
Ernest Truex. He might have 
scored some laughs had he_ been 


given the material. In one scene he 
gets drunk in one-minute flat after 
having one glass of grog. This is a 
typical inconsistency. Truex plays 
James Craig’s servant. Craig him- 
self gets stewed a couple times, but 


he plays it poorly, nor does he im- | 


press generally as the lad chasing 
young Anne Shirley around. Lat- 
ter, on the naive and sappy side as 
the lingerie salesgirl, shows little 


also. A minor part is well done by | 


Renee Haal, who seems to be a 
promising screen type. 

Title of the film, which may catch 
an eye here and there, is derived 
from the fact that Coburn poses as 
Miss Shirley’s uncle under circum- 
stances that are considerably fan- 
tastic. Char. 


THE GAY FALCON 


RKO release of Toward Benedict produc- 
tion Features George Sanders, Wendy 
Barrie, Allen Jeni:ins, Anne Hunter, Gladys 
Cooper, Mdvard Brophy. Direeted by Irving 
Reis. Screenplay by Lynn Root, Frank 
Fenton from sto-y by Michael Arlen; cam- 
era, Nicholas Musuracn; editor, George 
Crone. Tradeshown in N. Y., Sept. 15, ‘41. 
Running time, 67 MINS, 

PE -- c waree<atenste ee ares George Sanders 
EE oS ae ews we wie Wendy Barrie 
cpa sb.ibseoondcces 6eSen Allen Jenkins 
, | FEC P PETTITT rir eee Anne Hunter 
CD acon 6 ooh 0 s'oee beens Gladys Cooper 
PE theca te eb eae otenenss Edward Brophy 
a Sree rrrrree Te 
RE ee er Teer r es. Damian O'Flynn 
ND kc aeebernesshesenseneys Turhan Bey 
ye Pee eT eS Cy a Eddie Dunn 
Mrs. Gardiner. .......scecers Lucile Glenson 
Cn A ee eee eee Willie Fung 


This looks like the start of a new 
sleuth series by RKO, patterned after 
the ‘Seint’ group and Ellery Queen 
groups. Lilely will supersede the 
‘Saint’ series, and looms as a lusty 
successor, aided by George Sanders, 
favorite in the ‘Saint’ sleuth role, es 
the new amateur Sherlock 
dubbed ‘The Falcon.’ Picture is a 
solid entry for such bread-’n’-butter 
series and looms as a sure money 
maker for the producer even though 
a programmer designed as strong 
support on dual setups. Not intend 
ed for anything else, “The Gay Fal- 


con’ will be a pleaser in such brack- | 


eting. 
Feble of ‘The Falcon,’ amateur de- 


- 


tective and lady’s man, follows the | 


accepted pattern for such whodunits 
with the erstwhile Sherlock outwit- 
ting a band of gem thieves and kill- 
ers while not overlooking the femme 
interest. It’s done with a light, 
‘Thin-Mannish’ touch. Wendy Barrie 
is the heroine who assists the Falcon 
in tracking down the jewel thieves, 
although too much a breathless 
beauty at the outset. Anne Hunter, 
a newcomer, does splendidly as his 


fiancee, and hints of much promise | 


if properly handled. Allen Jenkins, 
as the Falcon’s bodyguard, furnishes 
a typical toughie performance geared 
for laughs, and Turhan Bey, key man 
in the gem ring, is sufficiently vil- 
lainous, but is sadly in need of a hair 
trim. Arthur Shields, as the flabber- 
gasted police captain, is made too 
dumb for any gendarme. Edward 
Brophy again is a flustery detective. 
Director Irving Reis has made the 
most of the suspenseful moments and 
comedy situations, and the scripters’ 
job is skillful in adapting the Michael 
Arlen story. Wor 


- . 





Harmon of Michigan 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
Production. Stars Tom Harmon; features 
Anita Louise, Forest Evashevski, Oscar 

’Shea, Warren Ashe. Directed by Charles 

arton Screenplay by Howard J. Green: 
story by Richard Goldstone, Stanley Rauh 
@nd Fredric Frank; camera, John Stumar; 
editor, Arthur Seid: technical director, Jeff 
Cravath, Previewed in studio projection 


yoom, Sept. 11, ‘41. Running time, 65 
i. re Tom Harmon 
Peggy Adams............. ..-Anita Louise 
Forest Evashevski....... Forest Dwashevski 
*Pop PINS. sc vndoueukcmad Oscar O'Shea 
Bill SESS side tecdencnade Warren Ashe 
Freddy Davis...............Stanley Brown 
Joe A eae Ken Christy 
Flash Regan ee ee eee fern Tim Ryan 
Jimmy Wayburn............. Willlam Hall 
ae $O0FU64 0665 666006066640 Larry Parks 
ees < on GOn ened eécedbecsoesn Lloyd Bridges 


o0bbas Venues Chester Conklin 


Columbia takes advantage of the 
caren exploits of Tom Harmon, 
ichigan’s All-American back of 
1940, as the major coin-catcher of 
this, the first football picture of the 
current season. In the midwest 
where Harmon developed a following 
for his Sten exploits during 39-40 col- 
legiate days, picture can slip through 
as a program special—with adver- 
tising—in the smaller runs. Other- 
wise it’s a B action picture to fill in 
~~. dual bookings. 
utting reverse angles on the reg- 
ulation formula of previous grid pic- 
tures, ‘Harmon of Michigan’ ddes 
considerable de-bunking of last 
year’s All-American hero after his 
college days are over. Football fans 
and the kids will be attracted to the 
film gn Harmon’s name, but yarn 
is far” removed from the expected 
Frank Merriwell heroics; and for 
that reason is likely to be thrown 
for a loss with Harmon followers. 
Picture opens with monolog by 
Bill Henry (former sports editor of 


4 








who's | 


Los Angeles Times); swings into the 
| All-American presentation via radio 
| to Harmon; and then about two 
| minutes of newsreel clips depicting 
| his football exploits of the 1940 sea- 


son, Story starts at that point, with 
Harmon graduating from college, 
and marrying co-ed sweetheart 


Anita Louise. Ducking pro offers 
he takes an assistant coaching job at 
a small college; quits. due to a! 
tagonistic headcoach; joins the pro 
| ranks for small coin and rib injuries; 
| becomes assistant to Oscar O'Shea, 


but leaves in the middle of the sea- 


'son to handle an opposition college 
to pour it on O’Shea’s team with an 
illegal formation; and winds vp the 
| following spring on the Pacific coast 
as O’Shea’s assistant. 

| Grid action is sparsely intercut 
|throughout the main dramatic tale. 
| Seems incredible that a public hero 
|could so far be swayed by an am- 
| bitious manager and alumni to em- 
| bark on a deliberately illegal wedge- 
play to win both attention and 
games. Rather illogical, too, is 
changed attitude of Harmon towards 
‘the grand old man of the game’ in 
leaving latter in the middle of 


c 


season for an opposing college. Both | 
situations display Harmon as a stupe | 


/and unsporting athlete who appar- | 
lently learned nothing of fair play |! 


‘during his college davs. 

| Harmon is less self-conscious of 
the camera than manv nationally 
known athletes and sports figures 
who have taken a one-pitch before 
the film cameras. Not photogenic, 
he still gets over in moderate 
fashion. Anita Louise is okav for 
the romantic interest, while Oscar 
O’Shea clicks solidly as the veieran 
coach who builds both gridders and 
character—and finally winds up at a 
‘Coast college. O’Shea, in addition 
| to having physical features of Amos 
| Alonzo Stagg (now coaching at Col- 
jlege of the Pacific in Cal‘fornia), 
|!has latter’s philosophy towsrds 
football and its ultimate goal. For- 





a 


Ride 


Century-Fox production and re- 

euse Stars George Montgomery; fea- 
tures Marv Howard, Rebert Barrat, Lynne 
Kol te. Kane Richmond, Patsy Patterson, 
Richard Lane, Oscar O'Shea, Frank Mc- 
Grati Directed by James Tinling. Based 
on novel by Zane Grey; adaptation, Wil- 

H liam Hruckner and Robert Metzler; editor, 
'Nick De Mags photearaphy, Lucten An- 
| driot Tradeshown in projection room, N. 
Y.. Sept. 10, ‘41 Running time, 68 MINS, 
Jim Lassiter. George Montgomery 
Jane Withersteen Mary Howard 
| Judge Dyer tobert Barrat 
| Bess Lynne Roberts 
Ret DOP. wc ciccese Kane Richmond 
PO nciawesteredenbedbanats Patsy Patterson 
er errr Pre re Richard Lane 
Monk SUGKING. .ccccneseas Oscar O'Shea 
WOMB sc oss sc vccceseeegeebse James Gillette 
Pete Frank MeGrath 
Jerry Card Leroy Mason 





This old Zane Grey story, written 
for a former generation and already 
filmed three times (by Fox), may be 
considered creaky in plot or dated, 
| but alongside much of the western 
stuff that is turned out today, it’s 
still okay. Which isn’t saying so 
much for the originals that are writ- 
ten. Will satisfy the average saddle- 
| leather fan. 

in George Montgomery 20th-Fox 
has a new western star who should 
| be duck-soup for the hinterlands 
followers of this type of film fare. 
He's what they seek, and besides 
being up to the task of giving ’em 
|the action they want, he disports 
himself satisfactorily on the ro- 
mantic side. 

The Grey story deals with a flock 
of crooks who pose as vigilantes and 
ride riot on the territory in which 
they operate, rustling and murder 
being among their specialties. Mont- 
gomery plays an invader who's try- 
ing to find a niece whose mother 
(his sister) has been done dirt by 
no one other, it develops, than the 
local judge-member of the rustling 
ring. He finds her, and in the 
process also finds a gal left with a 
ranch and a little girl on her hands. 

Story contains more than an ade- 





est Evashevski, Harmon's” erack 
teammate at Michigan plays h’~-clf. 
Walt. 


TWO IN A TAXI 


of Irving Briskin pro- 
Features Anita Louise Russell 
| Hayden, Noah Beery, Jr. Directed by 
| Robert Florey. Original screenplay by 
Howard J. Green, Morton Thompson, Mal- 
vin Wald; camera, George Meehan; editor 
| Viola Lawrence. At Paramount, Brooklyn, 
|} week Sept, 12, '41, dualed. Running time 
| 63 MINS. 

Bonnie... 
Jimmy Owens 





Columbia release 


| duction, 


| 


TENT CTOLIL TT eT Anita Louis: 
Russell Hayden 
Noah Beery, Jr. 

Dick Purcell 


| Bill Gratton 


cea Sis bala habualess eter? Chick Chandle) 
i Sa eerere erie ee re re Fay Helm | 
Gas Station Proprietor....George Cleveland 
ST LP PEE s cee bas ee nevens Frank Yaconelli | 
WOOT 6 oe 66.9:6 0:0'00:0.0.660400088 Ben Taggart 
POOP. cc cedb seeds eoeteess -Paul Porcasi 
PMC OUNGE. ccc cctesecveceveee Henry Brandon 
ES re ree ee John Harmon 
DS cha tmnees Conn elbende aes Ralph Peters | 


| Seite MORTON... cock occcccey: James Seay 

Cut-’n-dried story which has been | 
done many times before more cap- 
ably puts two strikes on this pic- 
ture at outset. Absence of cast | 
names also hurts. Result is a luke- 
warm programmer. 

Familiar formula of a struggling 
wage-earner who wants enough 
coin to buy his own business and 
get married has been adapted here 
| to a taxicab driver. 
| chauffeur needs $300 as down pay- 
|}ment to buy a gas station. Every- 
| thing is tossed in his path while 
he’s seeking this fund, even the $100 
| reward for helping capture a band | 
of bank robbers being whittled down | 
when the head of the hacking bu- | 
reau fines and suspends him for 10 
days. Then the filling station owner 
weakens and turns over the prop- | 
erty for the cash he has on hand, | 
with the remainder to be paid while 
he’s working his new business. 

Every development follows long- | 
familiar pattern even to the spat 
with his sweetheart over an imag- 
inary grievance. Taxicab drivers 
| are depicted as a peculiar lot. their 
| drab existence not being brightened 
| by _the story skein in this one. 
Scripters have made the hacking bu- | 
reau chief a hard-hearted individ- 
ual. Another silly twist is having 
the No. 1 taxi hero drive the wrong 
way up a one-way street. 

Russell Hayden, who’s best known 
for his secondary leads in Hopalong 
Cassidy westerns, is made the strug- 
gling taxicab driver hero. He does 
fairly well with an impossible yarn. 








Anita Louise, looking thinner and 
paler than usual, makes a cleek 
sweetheart. Noah Beery, Jr., con- 


tributes a neat performance as Hay- 
den’s side-kick, a worker in a gar- 
age. Dick Purcell portrays a super- 
cilious gown shop owner, suave vil- 
lain of the piece. Support is headed 
by Chick Chandler, George Cleve- 
land and Fay Helm. 

Direction does not heighten the 
venerable plot. Camera work is on 
the dull side. Wear. 


FLEISCHER ON COAST 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Dave Fleischer and five other de- 
partment heads of Fleischer ani- 
mated cartoons outfit arrived at the 
Paramount studios from Miami this 
week. Final licks on the cartoon 
feature ‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town,’ 
which Paramount will release, will 
be completed here. 

Inker has been on the drawing 





|} mund 


Ambitious taxi | 


quate amount of action, and, in addi- 
tion to moving at a sprightly rate, 
maintains good suspense. Twentieth 
has gsiven the film above-standard 


| production. 


Montgomery is supported by a re- 


|freshine type. Mary Howard, oppo- 


site him on the romantic end; Rob- 
ert Barrat, vet villain: Lynne Rob- 


}erts, Kane Richmond, Richard Lane 


and a kid actress trying her hardest 


ito be natural, Patsy Patterson. For 
mild comedy relief there’s Oscar 
O’Shea Char. 


Lone Rider Ambushed 


(WITH SONGS) 
Producers Releasing Corp. release of Sig- 
Neufeld production. Sti George 


rs 


Houston; features Al St. John, Directed 
by Sam _ Newfield. Sereenplay, Oliver 
Drake; camera, Jack Greenhalgh; editor, 
Holbrook N. Todd; songs, Johnny Lange 
and Lew Porter. Reviewed at Colonial, 
Lincoln, Neb.. Sept. 9, ‘41, dual. Running 
time: 63 MINS. 
Tom Cameron ? -.-... George Houston 
Keno Harris § 
4. DEE ee ee Al St. John 
Linda.. Ohne 6050669 0008R68 Maxine Leslie 
Biachie DAWSON. .ccccctcrvecs Frank Hagney 
Charl SPR VIRs 0 cccéavessneees Jack Ingram 
PUNO Cs cic ber enensenébetees ooo Gl Price 
SEE. 4 iN. déda bee the sien ....red Adams 
DUONG. catinss0texeeetabaeeoed George Chesebro 
PNUON: 86se06haabude sous ous Ralph Peters 
Cr es Charles King 


This is No. 5 in Sigmund Neufeld’s 
| ‘Lone Rider’ string and wins the nod 
as money-making action material, 
with George Houston again in the 
title saddle. Houston proves his 
right to a place in the front ranks 
of western popularity with a per- 
formance almost flawless by action 
standards. 

Al Fuzzy’ St. John is secondbilled 
and totes the comedy load with his 
usual ability. Frank Hagney, as the 
crook, with blonde beaut Maxine 


| Leslie as the romantic interest, sup- 


ply chief supporting power. ‘ 

Besides ‘The Lone Rider,’ theme 
tune of the series, Houston does well 
by ‘Without You’ in a solo and ‘If 
It Hadn’t Been for You’ with Miss 
Leslie. All music is well done. 

Oliver Drake’s script puts Houston 
in a dual rol® as the Lone Rider 
and a paroled bandit. The Rider 
switches with the crook in an effort 
to learn where latter has stowed 
the haul from his last big robbery. 
Hagney and Miss Leslie suspect 
there’s something phoney, but are 
unable to spot it until after several 
of Hagney’s men are killed in,raids 
by a posse led by St. John. Eventual 
capture of Hagney and disillusion- 
ment of Miss Leslie, who is con- 
vinced the paroled bandit intends to 
= make for satisfactory 
end. 

Direction by Sam Newfield adds to 
good work by the principals, and 
camera chore is capably handled by 
Jack Greenhalgh. Art. 


ULTIMO REFUGIO 


(‘Last Refuge’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Sept. 7. 


_Baires Films production and release. 
Stars Mecha Ortiz; features Jorge Rigaud 
Pedro Lopez Lagar, Irma Cordoba, Ernesto 
Vilches, Juana Sujo. Salvador Sinai, Cirilo 
Etulain, Rene Fischer Bauer and Arsenio 
Perdiguero. Story, Jacques Constant. Di- 
— by oo rae Reviewed at 
e Gran ex, suen ires 
time, 08 Mine os Aires, Running 








First production to come from 


Baires Films, Argentina’s newest 





boards since May 1939, with most of 
the work being done at Fleischer’s 
Miami studio, 





and Only fully-equipped studio, 
Ultimo Refugio’ (‘Last Refuge’) is 
a passable effort that will attract 
customers because of its buildup and 


rs of the Purple Sage 


| Must Be Married’) is a modest effort 


still leaves much to 
Hard to put the finger on 
wrong, considering the 
fact it’s the initial effort from this 
studio and that U.S. director John 
Reinhardt, brought down for the pic, 
came in after work had been started. 
While better than many nationals, 
it doesn’t come up to the best and is 


stars, but 
desired. 
just what's 


unlikely to fit into Baires-avowed 
policy of seeking markets outside 
this area. 


Story is really a polite drama al- 
though there's plenty of attempt to 


tress Mecha Ortiz gets top billing. 
She’s a lady of slightly easy virtue 
who sticks to him as long as he has 
cash and tosses him over when he 
goes broke. In order to get 
needed pesos he robs a man, killing 
him in the attempt, then flees from 
Rio, where the story opens, to the 
Northern Argentine province of Cor- 
doba. 

He puts up at the boarding house 
of the girl’s father and sister. Sister 
falls in love with him to the despair 
of a doctor who loves her. The doc- 
tor, played by Pedro Lagar, top radio 
actor, grabs all the sympathy as the 
kindly aide to the boy, saving him 
when he attempts suicide as the cops 
arrive. 

Reinhardt, in the rating of local 
critics, shows plenty of ability, but 
pic doesn’t conform to his tempera- 
ment and background. Rigaud was 


weak and photographs badly. Ray. 


Hay Que Casar a Ernesto 


(‘Ernest Must Be Married’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Sept. 8. 


Araucana Films production and release. 
Features Tito Lusiardo, Nini Gambier, 
Sara Olmos, Maria Santos, Oscar Soldati, 
Marlo Fortuna, Hector Calcagno, Iris Muar- 
torelli and Victor Eiras. Story, Eduardo 
Pappo. Directed by Oresies Caviglia. Re- 
viewed at Monumental theatre, Buenos 
Aires. Running time, 78 MINS, 


This one is an examygje of what an 
j}indie Argentine producer, with com- 
|paratively few pesos and an idea, 
}can do in making a ‘B’ that has 
| plenty of possibilities for big returns 
jin the provincial and nabe houses. 
‘Hay Que Casar A Ernesto’ (‘Ernest 





be | 


make it seem a lot more. Jorge 
Rigaud. Argentine-born actor who 
first achieved honors in France, | 


steals the show although stage ac- | 


the | 


well handled but Mecha Ortiz seems | 


Jay Novello, one of the thugs, and 
|Sally Payne, as Hayes’ effervescent 
daughter. Carol Adams, the 
romance opposite Rogers, is none too 
impressive. Rogers, of course, con- 
tributes his usual fine tenoring of 
standard western tunes. Naka. 


MAMA GLORIA 


(‘Mether Gloria’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 

(With Songs) 

Buenos Ares, Sept. 9. 
production and release, Features 
Bozan, Pedro A. Maratea, Aida 
Alfredjo Jordan, Oscar Vallicelli, 
Cuneo, Margarita’ ladin, Mario 
Carino, Susy Del Carril, Armando 
Ro and Adolfo Stray and Leucona Cuban 
Loys. Story, Raul Zapico. Directed by 
Richard Harlan, Reviewed at Monumental 
theatre, Buenos Aires. Running time, 
90 MINS. 


as 





EFA 
Olinda 
Luz, 
Adrian 
lugliese 


‘Mama Gloria’ is the old U. S&S. 
undergraduate blarney with a Span- 
ish accent. Story is about a group 
of students in the boarding house of 
Mama Gloria. Her adopted daughter 
falls in love with one who turns out 
to be a gambler. There's a bust-up 
and she’s about to go off with an- 
other boy when the stuce regener- 
;ates himself and all ends well, with 
|the collegiates graduating and mama 
waiting for a new bunch 

Olinda Bozan, as the mama eter- 
nally fixing things to the accompani- 
iment of a stream of Latin gagging, 
is the heart and soul of the film, and 
because of her terrific radio and 
musical-comedy following, it should 
do well outside the B.A. downtown 
district, which favors a little more 
restraint. Most of the students are 
true to film type, but a Jewish stu- 
dent is so grotesquely drawn that 
there have already been complaints 
from several sources that may bring 
about cuts. 

Leucona Cuban Boys, rated among 
the best of the congarhumba outfits 
couth of the border, are in their first 
film appearance. They add a touch 





of class. Dialog is fluid although 
most of the gags come from Joe 
Miller. Mixture of comedy and 


lfarce is confusing at times with ac- 
ition fast in the first half and drag- 
ging somewhat later. Ray. 


Min Van Klock-Johan 








{by Araucana Films, made in rented 
studios in double quick time, yet full 
of belly laughs for audiences who |} 
don’t care for some of the subtle 
comedy which Hollywood sends 
down. 

Focal point of the comedy is a 
confirmed bachelor whose _ neigh- 
bors and friends determine that it’s 
about time he married. Tone is | 


farce throughout, and Tito Lusiardo | 
and the rest of the cast handle it 
discreetly within the unpretentious 
nature of the film. Continuity is only 
relative, with lots of unnecessary 
episodes tossed in. Photography 
satisfactory. Ray. 


Bad Man of Deadwood 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Joseph Kune pro- | 

duction. Directed by Joseph Kane Stars | 
Roy Rogers; features George ‘Gabby’ | 
Hayes Screenplay, James R. Webb; 
camera, William Nobles editor, Charles | 
‘raft; music director Cy Feuer. Pre- 
viewed in projection room, N. Y., Sept. 12, | 
‘41. Running time, 61 MINS. 
Bill Brady.... er ; Roy Rogers | 
Prof. Blackstone... 7eorge ‘Gabby’ Hayes | 
Rinks since chs 5 d0d VexeRS ...Carol Adams 
SN WO 0-6 5.600606 se bbGBON6O< ..Henry Brandon 
SQGROG GOST. on cccccoss Herbert Rawlinson 
Sally Blackstone........ -Sally Payne 
SE Rr re eee Hal Taliaferro 
Monte.... +4. V0 0bsGedeoens Jay Novello 
Cm DOMIAM: 6c c0ccnccesans Horace Murphy 
IEEE <2s st. eNecewseneewssers Monte Blue 
COMO BIBLE). oc dccccccccessses Ralf Harolde 
ROME S + ocicecbeeeweeew he eekcaunve Jack Kirk 

If excitement in this Republic 


western could be measured in terms 
of casting, then ‘Bad Man of Dead- 
wood,’ starring Roy Rogers. would 
be a two-gun clickeroo by ‘B’ stand- 
ards. However, the situations are 
too easily recognizable despite the 
attempt to veil them. ‘Deadwood’ 
must thus be relegated to the stand- 
ard category. 

Wherein the _ performances 
concerned, it remains for the sup- 
porting types, among them such 
veterans of filmdom as Herbert 
Rawlinson, Monte Blue and Ralf 
Harolde, to shroud the star billing 
of Rogers, who monotones too fre- 
quently in a generally staccato per- 
formance. George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, 
the lone featured performer, as 
Rogers’ perennial vis-a-vis, conducts 
himself with his usually grizzled 
aplomb as the medicine show im- 
presario with whom Rogers links 
himself in escaping the law. 

Yarn basically deals with the un- 
scrupulous methods employed by a 
Civic group, headed by the local 
newspaper publisher, who, until the 
film’s final reels, is in the guise of a 
reformer. The civicers would elim- 
inate all competition from the town- 
ship of Deadwood in favor of their 
Own businesses, and so newcomers 
to the town are unable to open up 
for themselves. Rogers and Hayes, 
of course, headed by those forced to 
flee the town, alieviate that situa- 
tion, but direction of the picture 
makes it a long time getting to the 
solution. 

Outstanding in support, in addition 
to Rawlinson, Blue and Harolde. are 


are 








Henry Brandon, as the publisher; | 


| Friend Clock-John’ 


(‘My Friend Cleck-John’) 
(SWEDISH-MADE) 

Scandia Films release of Europa Film 
production Features Sture Lagerwall, 
Birgit Tengroth, Thor Modeen. Directed 
by Borje Larsson, Ragnar Arvedson, 
Screenplay by Borje Larsson, Ragnar Are 
vedson; camera, Sven Thermaenius At 
48th St. theatre, N. Y starting Sept. 13, 
‘41. Running time, 76 MINS. 

UTR. s ccwcesccecescecs ...-Sture Lagerwall 
Anne Marile.....cccesecss Birgit Tengroth 
Mrs. Bergsten...cccosccce: Hilda Borgstrom 
*Clock’-JONN....ceccsccccess Thor Modeen 
Grundel].....cccccccscccees Sigurd Wallen 

ADTIIG. «ccc ccccece eececcess Carin Swenson 
Gren cveseeseeentenees Gunnar Olsson 
Amelie Modin.....ccceces Dagmar Ebbeson 
 Ccwepccatuasweeean Nils Poppe 
Hallberg, Police Com...... Gosta Cedarlund 


NUE. 5s ¢-05. ce 24860080 4505 Stig Jarrel 





(In Swedish; with English Titles) 
Prospects for foreign-language 


itheatres loom brightly if small arty 
|houses such as this are able to se- 


cure a steady flow of Scandinavian 
screen fare shaping up as strong as 
this production. While slowed up by 
a few so-called fanciful touches and 
some lapses into the familiar foreign 
producer’s trait of allowing the play- 
ers to become overly verbose, ‘My 
is one of the 
best all-round screen efforts to come 
from Sweden. It’s apparently new 
product. 

Story is a romantic comedy con- 
structed around the idea of a com- 


mon thief who reforms while im- 
personating an elderly Swedish 
woman’s long-absent son. Reforma- 


tion is effected through a sprightly 
romance with the old lady’s daugh- 
ter. Coupled with this thin, main 
story thread is the affair the pick- 
pocket pal carries on with the cook 
of the household. This is Clock- 
John, or in Americanese a ‘watch- 
lifter,” whose nimble fingers are un- 
able to resist a watch-piece no mat- 
ter who owns it. Character is in 
largely for comedy relief, figuring 
prominently in nearly all the humor- 
ous scenes. 

Sture Lagerwall, seasoned Swed- 
ish player, is Nils, the reformed 
crook who fakes being the missing 
lad, Goran. Birgit Tengroth, cast as 
Anne Marie, the daughter, with 
whom he falls in love, is ag likely 
screen possibility, despite rather 
routine makeup in this yarn. Thor 
Modeen, as Clock-John, makes a jo- 
vial, likeable character. Remaining 
players, of course, are unknown to 
U. S. audiences, but standard, capa- 
ble players of Stockholm studios. 

Borje Larsson and Ragnar Arved- 
son, who also directed for maximum 
of laughs, provide neat dialog, 
judged by the audience reaction, in 
scripting the film. Sven Thermaen- 
ius’ photography is above the usual 
high quality found in Swedish 
screen productions. Wear. 


Lou Loeffler Up 


Lou Loeffler, Paramount’s repre- 
sentative at Beaumont, Texas, in the 
Jefferson Amus. circuit of 75 thea- 
tres, is in New York discussing a new 
assignment with the company which 
= expected to mark a promotion for 

im. 

He states business is excellent in 
the Texas territory. 
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“I'd like to tell you something about a 
new movie | saw called LYDIA. It is a 
fine motion picture, this LYDIA. To begin 
with, it has lovely Merle Oberon in the 
starring role...what an excellent actress! 
Those of you who were thrilled by her 
performance in ‘Wuthering Heights’ and 
‘These Three’, have the biggest thrill of 
all in store for you, for Merle is more 
exciting and charming and enchanting 
than ever! So see LYDIA when it gets 
around your way. It’s great adult enter- 
tainment. | was sorry when the movie 
was over. If they had run it again, 
I'd have sat through it a second time. 
So don't forget the title... it's LYDIA.” 





World Premiere Tomorrow at Radio City Music Hall 
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served that ‘75% of the better 
known columnists have attacked and 
smeared’ the probers, impugning 
their motives as well as protesting 
the procedure and challenging the 
legal authority to gather ‘evidence.’ 

David Lawrence, Henry McLe- 
more, Dorothy Thompson and Pear- 
son-Allen were targets for Clark’s 
brickbats. He was particularly vin- 
dictive toward Drew Pearson, who’s 
covering for the Reporter and, Clark 
observed, ‘doesn’t work for nothing.’ 
Whether the scribes will be witness- 
standed in attempts to disclose the 
‘conspiracy’ remained uncertain, 
though the subcommittee chairman 
said he'll go into their activities fur- 
ther in hope of finding out more 
about industry’s engine of propa- 
ganda.’ 

In his rambling testimony, replete 
with the first person singular, Fidler 
javelined several individuals. How- 
ard Dietz, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
press head, Russell Birdwell; Harry | 
Brandt, the 20th Century-Fox stu- 
dio publicity boss, and Don Gilman 
and Don Thornburg, .vicepresident 
and West Coast heads of NBC and 
CBS, respectively, were his favorite 
targets. He sprinkled names of big- 
wig producers through his lamenta- 
tions. 


Willkie Not Interested 
In Listening to Gossip 


Wendell Willkie, who let loose a 
flurry of press statements comment- 
ing on the probe advocates’ testi- 
mony, couldn’t be bothered about 
listening to Fidler. He refused to 
‘waste time listening to one who 
makes his living purveying gossip.’ 
And CBS let go with the announce- 
ment it is highly pleased that the 
spieler has made Mutual the object 
of his affections because the web re- 
fuses ‘to profit by broadcasting scan- 
dal and gossip; Jimmie Fidler did 
want to profit that way.’ 


More superficial evidence that the 
Federal Government is egging the 
film industry into stirring up war 
sentiment was obtained from un- 
solicited correspondence of Fulton 
Cook, a St. Mary’s, Ida., exhibitor, 
than from Fidler, Fisher, John T. 
Flynn, or Senators Bennett Champ 
Clark and Gerald P. Nye, sponsors 
of the probe resolution. 


The correspondence put in the rec- 
ord Monday (15) did not establish, 
though, any sinister activity by 
Uncle Sam’s minions. Squawk of 
the Bungalo Theatre owner was 
about pressure from Maurice Saffle, 
manager of Loew’s Seattle exchange, 
to bring about screening of ‘Land of 
Liberty,’ historical film composed of | 
clips from 120 newsreels, shorts and 
features and originally put together | 
for showings in Federal buildings at | 
the New York: and San Francisco 
fairs. Industry people didn’t trouble | 
to deny statements the Federal au- 
thorities were anxious to have this 
film unreeled for the widest possible 
audience, figuring they’ll kill that | 
dragon later by presenting evidence | 
showing clearly the nature of the| 
film and ridiculing the idea it was 
anything inflammatory. 

Uncle Sam Likes the Idea 


In his letter to Cook about ‘Land 
of Liberty,’ Saffle said Metro was 
distributing the film at its own ex- 
pense and at Federal request. Gov- 
ernment people think ‘every man, 
woman and child in America should 
see this subject during these times 
of national defense,’ the Seattle ex- 
change manager said. Government | 
is so anxious, he added, that ‘we 
have been asked to wire immediately 
the names of those exhibitors who 





Washington Sleighride 


Continued from page 4 
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eliminate it.” Clark implied he'll 
summon Saffle to find out where the 
orders originated. 

Recent trouble between the Lo: 
Angeles Times and the toppers at 
several major 
large part of Fidler’s recital. He 
also used the crying tewel in regard 
to his recent return appearance— 
short-lived because of the ‘handi- 
caps’ impesed by network policy— 
before CBS microphones. Other sob 
incident involved the Nashville Ban- 
ner. 

Though admitting there were 
other grievances, Fidler gave the 
impression he was marked as the 
goat when some majors worked up 
a peeve at the L. A. Times. Though 
the paper suffered substantially 
when theatre advertising was sliced 
to minimum requirements, the 
Chandlers stuck up for him, he re- 
ported proudly, and refused to let 
Hollywood producers dictate the 
rag’s editorial policy. The incident 
involved something he’d written 
about Alice Faye, in his estimation, 
with the studio people unjustly ac- 
@Cusing him of trying to get revenge 


studios made up a/| 








for the warbler’s dissatisfaction with 
a gown purchased from the shop in 
which his wife (Fidler’s) has a stake. 


Dietz’s Ad-Pulling Threat 


The Nashville Banner also put up 
its dukes to the industry—much 
earlier—when Dietz threatened to 
yank ads in fit of anger over a 
Fidler column protesting plans to 
tilt boxoffice scales for ‘Marie An- 
toinette,’ solons heard. Fidler said 
James G. Stahlman, then president of 
the American Newspaper Publish- 
ers Association, notified Will Hays 
the Dietz ultimatum would be laid 
before the press high command and 
Hays promptly called off the Metro 
dogs. 


His troubles ‘with the studios date 
back several years, Fidler conceded. 
While he was microphoning for 
Procter & Gamble, squawks were 
registered because he gave costly 
films poor ratings. Don Gilman was 
summoned to office of Louis B. 
Mayer and then suggested to NBC’s 
home office, he reported, that Fid- 
ler ought not review films over the 
air until 90 days after release. At 
one time or another all studios 
yelped, he said, claiming he ought 
to consider himself a ‘member of 
the industry’ and be hesitant to 
criticize films representing substan- 
tial investments. 


Restrictive rules were laid down 
as result of Mayer's complaints, 
Fidler said. Lowest possible rating 
for A pictures was three bells, with 
B’s getting two. Instead, he refused 
to mention some pictures at all. 
These regulations didn’t apply to 
foreign pictures or products of in- 
dependent studios, however, only to 
output from the major lots. When 
he went back on CBS this season, 
trouble broke out again with two 
pieces — which attorneys agreed 
weren't libelous—bluepenciled by 
web executives. ‘Open letter’ to 
George Brent, ‘spanking him for 
magazine article on why he wouldn’t 
marry Ann Sheridan, was killed be- 
cause it ‘made fun’ of the actor. Edi- 
torial advising Loraine Day against 
being overambitious was ruled out 
as interference in an argument be- 
tween the player and her bosses. No 
chance given to revise either piece 
to get around objections, Fidler 
maintained. 

When it became obvious ‘I couldn’t 
speak freely,’ Fidler suggested his 
sponsors, Hollywood cosmetic manu- 
facturers, they shift webs. Since 
moving to Mutual, he’s had full lib- 
erty, though informed the studio 
people have tried to goad MBS into 
jumping on him. Fidler explained 
CBS didn’t want to offend the film 


majors for fear stars would not be | 


allowed to appear in guest roles 
On programs of other sponsors. 


Fidler Admits a Blank 


On Producers’ ‘Tactics’ 


Chairman Clark had trouble get- 
ting information from Fidler about 
employment practices and 
producer tactics. Such as the Holly- 
wood ‘blacklist’ and disciplining of 
actors and directors. The gossiper 
couldn’t say what the role was that 
George Raft recently spurned— 
Clark asked if it was a ‘Nazi vil- 
lain’—and couldn’t say whether 
Eddie Mannix, whom he _ termed 
“Mayer’s right hand man,’ kept the 
Official blacklist. He said, however, 
it’s general understanding in Holly- 
wood that a person in one major 
company’s doghouse is finished at 
all studios. 

Most of Fidler’s information about 
‘warmongering’ Was opinions on re- 
cent pictures, plus abstractions con- 


] 


P. A. Willkie? 


Washington, Sept. 16. 

Senator Gerald Nye wasn’t in- 
timidated by the stream of press 
releases from the Wendell Will- 
kie headquarters in the Carlton 
hotel. He circulated a statement 
among the press crowd—using a 
telegraph blank, to emphasize it 
was a spur-of-the-minute inspi- 
ration, in contrast to Willkie’s 
mimeographed comments—to the 
effect that Willkie ‘is not the 
attorney for but the press agent 
for the movie industry.’ 

Probe advocate added, ‘This 
flow of Willkie words is an 
amazing example of effort to 
keep alive that creature we 
killed, namely race _ prejudice. 
It does not become Mr. Willkie.’ 








cerning propaganda in general. He 
is energetically trying to stamp out 
pictures likely to engender hate, Fid- 
ler said, but that includes the 


‘Grapes of Wrath’ and ‘Tobacco 
Road’ breed, along with gangster 
stories. Producers have complete 


about the Nazis or Britishers, gab- 
ber observed, but ought to be pre- 
vented from making films—particu- 
larly with stockholders’ money— 
embodying them and dishing them 
up to the public as entertainment. 
His remedy, since he heartily de- 
tests censorship, would be to require 
unmistakable labels on all propa- 
ganda stuff, with the patrons warned 
through newspaper advertisements 
and marquee billings. When Sena- 
for McFarland asked who'd judge 
what was propaganda, Fidler sup- 
posed that would be a Government 
chore. The Arizona Democrat drew 
laughter with observation he doubts 
isolationist colleagues would trust 
this administration to render ver- 
dicts. 

Fidler was leery of making flat 


oly. When Chairman Clark tried 
to drag out testimony that few in- 
dividuals dominate the industry, the 
gossip vendor insisted ‘groups of 
men’ pul] the reins. Mayer doesn’t 
control Metro or Zanuck 20th-Fox, 
he opinec. There’s nothing to stop 


anybody from making pictures, 
though that’s ‘a gamble I wouldn’t 
take,’ and independents can _ get 


bookings if their product is of suffi- 
cient calibre, the price is right, and 
theatres have playing time avail- 
able. 





'Gossiper Details 
‘Propaganda’ Films 
After Fidler answered the CBS 


snorts, going through them sentence | 


by sentence at the start of the aft- 
ernoon session Monday (15), Chair- 
man Clark asked the rating of nu- 
merous films the isolationists con- 
sider dangerous. Writer - spieler 
hadn’t seen a good many, but he 
put a ‘propaganda’ tag—either ‘defi- 
nitely’ or ‘medium’—on 
ground,’ ‘Man Hunt,’ ‘Mortal Storm,’ 
|‘Man I Married,’ ‘Voice in the Night,’ 
| ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,’ ‘Foreign 
|Correspondent,’, ‘So Ends Our 
| Night,’ and ‘Four Sons.’ He hadn’t 
iseen ‘Ramparts We Watch’ (one of 
ithe Isolationists’ horrible examples), 
|but thought March of Time reels 
generally are ‘pretty tough, brutal 
and harsh’ though generally based 
on fact. There’s a cycle of war 
films, he acknowledged, which have 
the effect of breeding hate and hor- 
ror whether by design or accident. 
Fisher a Road Company 

Information gained from George 
| Fisher was much drabber. The 
;other Mutual commentator said he’d 
ijhad some trouble’ with 
|though not like Fidler’s 





and was 








Willkie a 








utilities exec had plenty of value to 
the industry. Although his press 
handouts began to annoy newsmen 
by their frequency, large number 
of papers featured Willkie’s replies, 
as given in the releases, over the 
actual testimony of the Nye group 
at the probe. So despite the fact 
that Willkie was muzzled, industry’s 
side got a better public hearing than 
the opposition. Statements gave the 
newsmen continuous series of new 
leads that enabled them to escape 
using the testimony for their head- 
line-making paragraphs, as they 
would have had to do otherwise. 





Industry as a whole liked the 
Willkie idea because it provided a 
| strong spokesman, in contrast to the 
|pussyfooting attitude many people 
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Mistake ? 








feel has been mistakenly adopted in 
the past. 

That the press has greatly favored 
the film industry against the iso- 
lationist investigating body was 
obviously a source of great chagrin 
to the Nye crowd. So much so, in 
fact, that Chairman Clark on Fri- 
day (15) threatened an investigation 
of columnists. Seventy-five per 
cent of them, he declared, ‘are seek- 
ing to discredit the committee.’ 

Among the senatorial ire-raisers, 
no doubi, were Westbrook Pegler 
and Dorothy Thompson, who both 
had strong denunciations of the in- 
quiry last Friday (12). New York 
Times, in an editorial and a column 
by Arthur Krock, chief of its Wash- 
ington bureau, lined up on the side 
of the industry, as did papers across 
| the @ountry. 





right to entertain any sort of ideas | 


statements about the alleged monop- | 


‘Under- | 


| hibitors by Hollywood people, but! were warmed 


studios, | 


Inside Stuff on the Probers 


Washington, Sept. 16. 

Basis of the current investigation into alleged film propaganda appar- 
ently has become somewhat beclouded or was never completely under- 
stood by much of the public and the industry. Some facts in the case 
would not be amiss. What is going on now, technically, is only a pre- 
liminary investigation to determine whether there shall be a full investi- 
gation of propaganda in pictures. 

Body doing the probing is a subcommittee of the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee. If this subcommittee finds evidence of propaganda it 
is to report back to the ICC, which would then take the question to the 
Senate floor and ask for an appropriation for a complete investfzation. 

By using this subcommittee technique, Senator Burton K. Wheeler, lead- 
ing isolationist, who heads the ICC, avoided necessity of going to the Sen- 
ate for approval of the inquiry. With an interventionist-New Deal ma- 
jority in the Senate, Wheeler's request would no doubt have been defeated. 


Just One of Those Things 

Everyone familiar with the current probe recognizes that Wheeler, and 
his co-isolationists in the Senate, Bennett Champ Clark of Missouri and 
Gerald Nye of North Dakota, who instigated the investigation, don’t care 
one way or the other as to whether the subcommittee reports in favor of 
a full-dress Interstate Commerce Committee probe or not. 

Their purpose Washington press corps believe is to get publicity for their 
isolationist, anti-big business point of view, That they are achieving their 
aim is clear. Any further investigation by the ICC itself could be nothing 
more than repetitious, unnewsworthy and serve little purpose to the little 
‘coterie which is being charged with attempting to break down the Roose- 
velt foreign policy by creating disunity in the country, 

Although Wendell Willkie as counsel for the industry has repeatedly 
attacked the legality of the subcommittee, Congressional legalites are 
generally of the opinion that no matter how ‘unfair’ the Wheeler-Nye- 
Clark technique may be, there is nothing in the law against it. Although 
there has been no actual appropriation for the probe, each committee in 
Congress at the beginning of the term automatically gets certain funds 
for small-scale subcommittee investigations. It is out of this coin the 
inquiry is being financed. Because the amount is not large, only lim- 
ited expenses of witnesses who plead inability to pay their own way are 
being provided. That does not include any of the film execs who are being 
called. 





Dark Horse a Surprise 

Wheeler, with the power of naming the five-man subcommittee, chose 
four strong isolationists and one Senator he knew to be a follower of the 
Roosevelt foreign policy. Latter, Ernest W. McFarland, was a first-termer, 
however, who had remained in the Senate background and was generally 
considered by Wheeler to be ideally suited to his purpose. Unfortunately 
for the ‘We-won't-fight-Hitler’ boys, former Arizona judge and assistant 
attorney-general proved to be a sensationally sharp opponent who is ac- 
counting for most of the barbs they now find in their sides. 

Chairman of the subcommittee is D. Worth Clark of Idaho. He's gen- 
erally rated as being ambitious and smart and has given exhibitions of 
cleverness by timely interruptions with explanatory speeches when Mc- 
Farland’s querying of witnesses became too pointed for their own or iso- 
lationist comfort. As for his ambitions, most of the press corps sneers at 
it as being beyond his stature. 

Clark, for one who is the chairman of what is supposed to be a hard- 
boiled investigating body, is strangely sensitive to criticism, to both the 
amusement and annoyance of newsmen. He’s continually growling about 
subpoenaing for investigation anyong who takes a jab at the committee. 
Last week he was all for inquiring into a Hollywood trade paper that 
piqued him and yesterday (Monday) he threatened to investigate column- 
ists, whose attacks, he said, ‘amounted to a smear campaign.” Number of 
other newspapers and newsmen are also on his list for a probe. By the 
time he gets through all that—if he is serious—the war will no doubt be 
over. 

Charles Tobey of New Hampshire, another member of the comrnittee, has 
said little except to make some bad puns. He is understood to be more 
interested in radio than pictures and says he personally plans to make 
sure that radio people are called in this investigation of propaganda. His 
reputation, however, is for talking big and forgetting what he said, so if 
| the radio end of the probe dies aborning Washington is not going to be 
surprised. 

C. Wayland (Curley) Brooks of Illinois, fourth man on the committee, 
has also been rather quiet. His reputation is for jumping whatever way 
‘Bertie’ McCormick, Chicago Tribune publisher, directs. Brooks has served 
as an attorney for the avidly isolationist Trib and McCormick is said to 
be responsible for his present Senate seat. This is his first term. 

Fifth committ¢eman, Homer T. Bone of Washington, has been 
hasn’t attended any of the sessions. 
fore the probe is completed. 

What has particularly riied the film industry and many of those un- 
familiar with Senate investigations is the refusal to allow Willkie to exam- 
ine or cross-examine witnesses. Chairman Clark bases his whole reason 
for that stand on more than 100 years of Senate custom and Congressional 
attaches agree that he is correct in saying that committees seldom allow 
intervention by counsel. There is no rule about it, however, and wit- 
nesses have been allowed to have their attorneys examine and cross-exam- 
ine before some committees. Other reasons given by Clark for taping 
Willkie’s mouth, than that he’d just rather not have the 1940 Republican 
| standard-bearer talk, are regarded as specious. 


ill and 
He’s not expected to recuperate be- 














| ieee ; aden = oe 


} . : . : | 

|not questioned in detail about it.|couid be 
Also had heard of one or two in-| peace.’ 
stances where heat was put on ex-| The 


construed as ‘cry for 
accusations of Senator Nye 
Over and served the 
war pictures weren’t involved. His |sub-committee the second and third 
first-hand knowledge of anything | days last week, garnished with a few 
| like censorship came when he had to novelties suck as ridicule of the in- 
dustry’s press books and promotion 
material, names of additional ‘dan- 


| make a ‘slight retraction’ of criticism 
|Of Warner Bros. for not taking 
enough precautions to safeguard ex- 


tras on ‘Died With His Boots On.’ 
Except for ‘Man Hunt,’ which he 
| deemed ‘original,’ Fisher agreed with 
Fidler’s appraisal of the propaganda 
films. 

Before escaping from the witness 
stand, Fisher was given the works 
by Senator McFarland, who pitched 
a third strike with a recent Fisher 
script. Suggesting microphonists can 
read aloud better, McFarland forced 
the spieler to go through a broad- 
cast in which he chided fellow jour- 
nalists for criticizing war films and 
said they were victims of Nazi 


propaganda. Fisher’s lines also in- 
cluded commendation for Warner 
Bros. topical films, particularly 


‘Chain Gang,’ ‘Black Fury,’ ‘G-Men,’ 
and others of that cycle. 

‘Great Dictator’ was Fisher’s pet 
abomination. Only the times when 
Chaplin was pantomiming were 
amusing, he said, and the finale 
speech ruined the film. He ‘went 
to some lengths to denounce it on 
the air,’ he confessed, though it 





gerous’ films, and some sharp jabs 
from Senator McFarland of Arizona. 
Chief ingredient of the verbal stew 
prepared by Senator Bennett Champ 
Clark—co-sponsor of the resolution 
—and John T. Flynn, writer now 
waving the flag at head of the Amer- 
ica First Committee, was the fa- 
miliar monopoly complaint. 

While Clark followed strictly in 
the footsteps of his fellow isola- 
tionists in the Senate, he didn’t walk 
as far as Nye. Also was careful not 
to do so much wailing about the 
unfairness of anti-Semitism accusa- 
tions and didn’t point any fingers 
at the White House. Flynn proved 
a better talker, livening a formid- 
able prepared statement with many 
extemporaneous elaborations and 
employing derision and ridicule ef- 
fectively. 

Assurance that some of the sus- 
pected pictures will be ogled ‘in due 
time’ was given by Chairman Clark, 
but the committee leader refused to 
be stampeded. After Wilkie 


\ (Continued on page 25) 
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Lack of Steel Halts Fox-West Coast 
New Theatre Bldg. Mpls.’ Permit Row 





Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Shortage of steel is stalling con- 
struction of two new Fox-West Coast 
theatres in San Luis Obispo and San 
Pablo, plans for which were laid out 
several months ago. Original blue- 
prints called for an outlay of $50,000 
for each house. but scarcity of metals 
in the building line will call for an 
added expenditure of $15,000. 

Earl Calvert, formerly associated 
with the State, Santa Barbara, is 
building a new film house in Lompoc, 
Cal. 

Fox-West Coast opened the new 
Grove, Redlands, Cal., replacing the 
old State. 





Theatre Permit Row 
Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 


Proposed action of the Richfield 
suburban council to issue an exclu- 
sive theatre permit effective until 
the town’s population reaches 20,- 
000 to Don Rullifson, local equip- 
ment distributor, and a group will 
cause W. R. Frank, head of the terri- 
tory’s largest and most successful 
independent circuits, to go into court 
in an effort to set aside the conces- 
sion, latter has announced. 


The Frank circuit owns the 1,000- 
seat Boulevard theatre located with- 
in the Minneapolis city limits, about 
a mile and a half from the site where 
Rullifson proposes to build. It also 
owns property in Richfield on which, 
Frank says, it had planned to erect 
a large theatre and a community 
center. However, Frank explains 
that he hadn’t intended to start op- 
erations ‘for a few months yet’ be- 
cause he didn’t believe ‘the area was 
quite ready to support a venture 
ccmmensurate with my plans.’ 

But if exclusive permit is granted 
to Rullifson, Frank declares he'll go 
into court to demand his rights. 

In Minneapolis circuits and inde- 
pendents have induced city council 
during the past three years to re- 
fuse to issue any permits for ad- 
ditional theatre construction on the 
grounds that the city already is 
considerably overseated. 


Eugene Levy’s Death 
Affects Par’s 4 Houses 











The Paramount theatre partner- 
ship in Newburgh, N. Y., involving | 
four houses, is thrown into chaos as 
result of an auto smash early Fri- 


day night (12) in which Eugene 
Levy, veteran exhibitor and Par’s 
Newburgh  operator-partner, was 
killed. Following conferences in | 
Poughkeeps:. with Harry Royster | 
and Harold Greenberg, who operate 
the Netco circuit, of which Levy was 


a part, he was drving back to New- 
burgh alone when, in passing an- 
other car, he was struck head-on by 
a trick. Suffering a fractured skull 
and broken pelvis, among other in- 
juries, he was rushed to a hospital 
near Mar!boro, N. Y., but died with- 
in an hour. 


A lifelong advocate of vaudeville | 


which he played for years in New- | 
burgh, booked independently, Levy 
formed a parinership with Par seven 
years ago. It covered his two houses, 
the Park and Ritz, plus Par’s own 


Broadway, in addition to the Cameo | 
which Levy and Par subsequently | 
purchased. This provided control of 
the upstate town. The partnership | 
will no doubt be continued with 


someone delegated to take charge of | 
local operation. ‘ 

Le@y, 47, was highly regarded per- 
Sonally and as an operator, among 
other things being one of the| 
shrewdest buyer-judges of films in 
the east. He was very active in gen- | 
eral affairs affecting Par and its | 
partners, attending most of the) 
meetings and conventions held. For | 
the time being the Par b.o. will as- | 
sume operation of the theatres. | 





Funeral was held in Newburgh | 
Sunday morning (14). Surviving 


Levy are his widow, three daughters 
and a son. 


ROBINSON’S ‘XMAS NIGHT’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Warner Bros. has chosen ‘Night 
Before Christmas’ as Edward G. 
Robinson’s next starrer. Film will 
be based on play by Laura and S. J 
Perelman. 





Jerry Wald and Jack Saper will 
produce and Lloyd Bacon direct. | 


| Woman,’ and ‘Voice in the Night.’ 
| Flynn, 


| understands ‘orders have come from 
| somewhere’ 


|of Col. 


Miscue 





Washington, Sept. 16. 

Second instance of poor mem- 
ory about picture themes was 
illuminated while John T. Flynn 
was on the stand. After Senator 
Nye confessed to the Senate 
propaganda probers he couldn’t 
tell whether he'd seen ‘Confes- 
sions of a Nazi Spy’ or ‘I Mar- 
ried a Nazi,’ Flynn got flustered 
about ‘Washington Melodrama.’ 

At first, Flynn aroused the 
solons with a you-ought-to-see- 
what-they-said-about-you com- 
ment on ‘Melodr#ma.’  Red- 
facedly admitted later he meant 
‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ 
and had to concede that Capra- 
Riskin yarn antedated the war 
argument, 
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drummed away repeatedly ‘let’s take 
a look at the product,’ and Senator 
McFarland tried to hurry matters, 
Clark commented arrangements for 
special screening will be made when 
the bulk of witnesses have been 
heard. With a flock of newsmen 
keeping the story on front pages, he 
was not disposed to settle down for 
any such unspectacular activity as 
reviewing films. 


Flynn Also Attacks 
Chaplin and Korda 


As was the case when the two 
isolationist Senators testified, Korda 
and Chaplin were outs’ nding tar 
gets of Flynn’s rock-this,wing. He 
also dragged in Korda’s wife, Merle 
Oberon, complaining of her radio 
spiels to arouse sympathy and 
solicit funds for Britain. All of the 
probe advocates hammered hard at 
the fact these two individuals are in- 
fluential in United Artists and sneer- 
ingly observed the comedian never 
has become a citizen, though residing 
for many years in -this country. 
Korda and Chaplin have been sub- 
poenaed to appear Oct. 6. 

Flynn was the medium through 
which the subcommittee trotted into 
view the industry’s promotion ma- 
terial for some of the assailed films. 
Effectively reflecting mock horror at 
some of the ideas given exhibitors 
via the press books, he cited as hor- 
rible examples, some phrases from 
the press books for ‘Mad Men of 
Europe,’ ‘One Night in _ Lisbon,’ 
‘Pastor Hall,’ ‘That Hamilton 


dragged in by 
the committee he 


Newsreels 
who 


were 


told 


that 70% of all news-| 
reel footage should be given over to} 
topics related to national defense. | 
Remarking that reels can be doc-| 
tored,’ he made a blind reference to 
the way Willkie was treated during | 


| the 1940 political campaign and con- | 


trasted the handling of the Holly- 
wood Bowl meetings of Willkie and 
Charles Lindbergh. When 
Willkie talked, pictures were widely 
distributed, showing ‘Col. Darryl} 
Zanuck in uniform leading the em-! 
battled extras,’ but theatre audiences 
saw no shots of Lindy. Flynn was| 
especially irate about the ‘March of | 
hard at ‘The Ram- | 


Time,’ hitting 

parts We Watch’ and urging the 
. 

solons to examine the last 10 issues. | 


Attack Consent Decree; 
‘Hamilton’ Under Fire 


Reopening of the 1940 consent de- 
cree urged on the solons fre- 
quently. Senator Clark termed the} 
agreement most ‘extraordinary’ and | 
implied the New Dealers backed away 
in return for industry cooperation in 
the alleged get-into-war campaign. 
He hopped the subcommittee will lift 
the lid by calling Assistant General | 
Thurman Arnold. Flynn also was 
critical of the decree, without going 
into details as to his suspicions. 

When Flynn was warming up, 
McFariand drew blood with com- 
ments about the German-American 
Bund’s affection for the America| 
First crowd. The writer and A. F. | 
leader screamed his hatred for the 
Bundists, adding he had written a 
letter telling the Nazi-sympathizers 
they couldn’t get into his outfit. As 
for as the audience was concerned, 
McFarland made his point, though 
Flynn came back with an offer to 
swap A.F.’s Nazis for the inter- 
ventionists’ Communist friends. 


was 





U. $. Navy Stymies Par Pic 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Production of ‘Tomorrow’s Ad- 
mirals,’ has been temporarily post- 
poned by Paramount because of in- 
ability to get U. S. Navy cooperation 
at this particular time. 

Studio figures it has better chance 
to complete this &!m at some later 
date, the Navy at present being oc- 
cupied with more important matters 
than picture making. 


ZANUCK HURLS 
LIE T0 D.C. 
CHARGES 


Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 

Emphatic denial that motion pic- 
tures have been used deliberately to 
incite the American people to war 
was made by Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th 
Century-Fox exec, in an address to 
the American Legion in the open- 
ing session Monday (15) of its na- 
tional convention in the Milwaukee 
Auditorium. His talk generally was 
regarded as a sharp refutation of 
charges made before the Senate in- 
vestigation sub-committee in Wash- 
ington in the mudslinging fostered 
by Senators Nye, Clark and Wheeler. 

‘Those charges are false!’ cried 
Zanuck. ‘Those who made motion 
pictures realize and recognize the 
obligations and responsibilities that 
are theirs. You will find they have 
been faithful to their trust. 

‘There are factions in this country 
who would throttle the motion pic- 
ture industry,’ he continued. ‘i need 
not go into their motives. Frequent 
attacks have been made on the in- 
dustry, usually by individuals and 
organizations which seek to advance 
their own interests or gain publicity 
at our expense. 

‘The rise to power of men like 
Hitler has shown how effective is the 
technique of stirring up hatred 
against an institution or a group of 
people. Through the truthful medium 














of the motion pictures, no hatreds, no |, 


poisonous ideologies, no monstrous 
doctrines of the Nazi, the Bolshevik 
or the Fascist will find an audience 
in America. In our own land, the 
screen is the living spirit of liberty; 
and so it must and shall remain!’ 


BIRDWELL’S DENIAL 
Denial that he offered Jimmy Fid- 
ler $2,500 for a favorable review was 
made by Russell Birdwell in New 
York Monday (15). Gossip column- 
ist testified at the Senate film in- 








| yourself against propaganda, you’d 


| times asked 


quiry that the Coast press agent— 
as well as several other p a.’s—had 
offered coin for favorable plugs. 
Birdwell commented: ‘Fidler’s 
opinions aren’t worth 25c, much less | 
2,500.’ 





All Coast Dailies Except Hearst Sheets 
Rally to Defense of Film Industry 
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Allied Pans Probe 





Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

Senate committee probing pic- 
ture propaganda kas promised 
indie exhibitors to investigate 
monopoly in return for their 
support, Abram F. Myers, Allied 
general counsel said at the open- 
ing of the organization’s conven- 
tion here today (Tuesday). 

‘This is typical political soft- 
soap,’ Myers declared in derision 
of the offer. ‘None of these men 
supported us when we needed 
it during the Neely bill fight.’ 

Resolution introed by Myers 
condemning the Senate commit- 
tee was passed unanimously. It 
struck particularly at ‘the ef- 
forts to stir up religious 
and racial antagonism.’ 


H’wood Lawyers Flay 
Warmonger Quiz As 
Threat to Free Speech 











Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Condemning it as a threat to free 
speech, the Hollywood Bar Associa- 
tion adopted a resolution against the 
senate subcommittee’s 
of alleged ‘war mongering’ by mo- 
tion picture studios. Copies of the 
resolution were sent to the Califor- 
nia State Bar and the American Bar 
Association. 

Gist of the resolution, reported by 
a committee consisting of G. Bent- 
ley Ryan, Alfred Chamie, Bernard 
M. Silbert, Max E. Gilbert and Nath- 
an O. Freedman was: 

‘It is believed that the facts which 
have thus far come to light with ref- 


erence to the activities of this com- | 


mittee reflect a spirit which is high- 
ly inimical to the constitutional 
rights of the individuals involved as 
witnesses and greatly damaging to a 
large industry.’ 

Resolution further stated that the 
subcommittee ‘is not a true repre- 
sentative body of the senate, but 
consists of a hand-picked preponder- 
ant majority of so-called ‘isolation- 
ist’ members of the senate. It de- 
clares ‘this type of arbitrary inves- 
tigation is an abuse of the office of 
the subcommittee and a serious chal- 
lenge to the fundamental principle 
of freedom of expression.’ 


Resume of the Hollywood Bar | 


resolution ‘strongly condemns and 
objects to and opposes any action by 
persons, body or bodies which seek 
by intimidation or otherwise to en- 
croach upon the sacred rights of free 
men to think, write, dramatize and 
speak as guaranteed under the 
United States Constitution.’ 




















a propagandist at work’ McFarland 
rang the bell with ‘I think I’ve seen 
one today.’ A moment later, the 
writer warned the solon, ‘If you 


better look out or somebody’ll sell 
you something.’ 








Because he doesn’t want the per- 
formance turned into a ‘three-ring 
circus, Chairman Clark several 
the crowd not to ap- 
plaud ‘unduly.’ Nobody at the press 
tables knew where to draw the line 
denoting the point when applause 
becomes ‘undue.’ Judging from his 
table-thumping—with a glass ash 
tray serving as gavel—Clark doesn’t 
mind brief, mild guffaws or luke- 
warm hand-clapping. 


While most of the spectators ap- | 
peared to be mere curiosity-seekers, | 


|of the sort which turn out for any 


well-publicized Congressional show, 
the America Firsiers had a few so- 
cialites in the galleries. Katrina 
McCormick, daughter of the Chicago 
Tribune publisher, and Mrs. Ben- 
nett C. Clark, the Missouri Senator’s 
wife and one of the ringleaders 
among Democrats fighting the Roose- 


velt foreign policy, were on hand | Campaign, Flynn was in Willkie’s | 


Flynn and McFarland 
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Clark doesn’t propose to have the 
ball stolen from his arms. He was 
increasingly stern in shushing 
Willkie; Senator McFarland was an- 
other proposition, however, persis- 
tently interposing questions and 
comments even though Clark firmly 
steamrollered all his motions. Wiil- 
kie, denied permission at the out- 
set to cross-examine hostile 
nesses, was told the probers won't 
let the industry stage-manage 
own show. Clark bluntly 
‘the answer is no’ when W. W. sug- 
gested the industry present its own 


people in the order and at the time | 


it suited them and he be allowed to 
fire questions at them to bring out 
vital information. 


In one of his several sallies, Will- 
kie scored a knockdown at Flynn’s 
expense. Protesting his horror at 


the idea of censorship, the writer | 
| observed that in the event legisla- 


tion of this kind ever should be con- 
sidered seriously, ‘I'll be over there 
fighting it with Mr. Willkie—if he’s 
still on that side.” The industry at- 
torney caused an uproar by flinging 
back, ‘John, I couldn’t jump as fast 
as you do.’ (In the 1940 political 


regularly. Mrs. Robert Low Bacon, | Corner.) 


the Long Island socialite and widow | 
of the former Republican Congress- | 
man, also checked in. 





Though periodically having hard 
time keeping control, Chairman 





When Senator Clark described 
Hedda Hopper—well-informed, re- 
liable, respected—Fidler interposed, 


investigation | 


wit- | 


its | 
replied 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

True to an industry in its midst, 
Los Angeles papers are leaning fae 
vorably toward films in the Washe 
ington ‘warmongering’ investigation, 
with the exception of the two Hearst 
controlled publications, L.A. Herald- 
Express and L. A. Examiner. 

Hearst, who has had some peeve 
or other against the industry, when- 
ever it ignored his policies, ideas or 
requests, being isolationist-inclined 
and giving Senator Burton K, 
Wheeler, the upper hand always, 
gave the industry the biz in his 
inflammatory headlines as well as 
story treatment; but since his past 
weekend’s repudiation of Lindbergh 
and his racial bias, a change in edi- 
torial attitude has already mani- 
fested itself. 

The Los Angeles Times, with 

whom pix recently settled a squab- 
ble; L. A. Daily News (morning and 
evening), Hollywood Citizen-News 
and even the L. A. Daily Journal, a 
legal newspaper, have seen fit to 
back up the industry in the present 
D.C. frontal attack. All their edi- 
torials have taken Nye-Wheelere 
| Clark to task. 
Testimony Satisfies H’wood 
| Hollywood seemed greatly satise 
| fied as to the testimony which was 
| introduced before the committee last 
week, feeling that lack of knowledge 
|about what they were talking about 
on the part of Senators Nye and 
|Bennett Clark, and .the avowed 
grudge that John T. Flynn had 
against the industry, gave the pub- 
lic a good insight as to the purpose 
of the ‘kangaroo court.’ They were 
tick'ed about the ‘Santa Claus’ Ernest 
McFarland of Arizona, who popnved 
up to query the witnesses in trying 
to shed litht on the motive and pur- 
port of the investigation, and right 
now feel that he would make an 
ideal mouthpiece for the industry. 

With respect to two witnesses from 
here called to testify this week, 
Jimmie Fidler and George Fisher, 
(folks around have little comment. 
They talk about Fidler accevting 
$200 a week from 20th Century-Fox 
for two years to be a reserve redio 
news commentator and how he was 
not called upon to furction, ond 
about the $50.000 he sot for walking 
through a picture at Warners ard 
can’t see why he should have any 
squawk coming against the industry. 








Regarding Fisher, they still re- 
member the pipe he aired over NBC 
few years ago, when subbing for 


| Walter Winchell, that the Duke of 
Windsor, who had recently abdicated 
the throne, would come to America 
and replace Will Hays. And Fi-her 
admits he paid $100 for the ‘nine.’ 

It is not known whether Ed Schal- 
| lert of the Los Angeles Times, whom 
committee said it would like to call 
as a witness, will appear. Schallert 
|has been on vacation for past 10 
| days. 
| Most disappointed that they did 
|not get into the limelight of the in- 
| vestigation are Louella Parsons and 
| Hedda Hopper. Both would like to 
'tell the solons their likes and dis- 
likes (maybe) in Hollywood, and 
both are in the midwest during the 
jcurrent week, but the committee 
l|evidently does not want to hear 
| them. 





‘Training for Officers 
In Roach Defense Pic 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

| New War Dept. defense film, 
| ‘Military Training,’ goes into produc- 
ition at the Hal Roach studio under 
supervision of Darryl F. Zanuck, 
| chairman of the Research Council of 
the Academy. 

Picture, designed primarily for 
commissioned and non-commissioned 
officers, explains the various 
methods of military instruction. Hal 
| Roach, Jr., is director and Major 
Charles S. Stodter War Dept. liaison 
officer. 


Kelly No, Chaplin Yes 


Arthur W. Kelly, head of United 
| Artists, who was one of the original 
| film execs ‘invited’ to testify before 
the Clark Senate Subcommittee, was 
informed in a wire from the chair- 
man last week that he would not be 
| called. There was no explanation 
| for the change of mind. 
| Charles Chaplin, one of the UA 











‘You're giving her a better buildup | owners, has been subpoenaed, how- 


than you gave me.’ 


} ever, and will arnear. 





ITS A gpakling DEANNA 
AND A leaping LAUGHTON NOW! 


With Bob Cummings giving Cupid 
a new kind of pep-treatment! 





















Here’s what it 
takes to mag- 
netize your 
marquees 
and get the 
happy money 
that’s hitting 
show business 
highs - 
















S Duwna 


DURBIN ana LAUGHTON 
with Robert CUMMINGS ix 


T STARTED with EVE 


A Henry Koster Production 
with 









reoted oF Margaret Tallichet - Guy Kibbee 
HENRY KOSTER Walter Catlett - Catherine Doucet | 

Produced by Charles Coleman ) 
JOE PASTERNAK — ae 
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: War Workers 








a week and only take the rubber 
off those bulging bankrolls on the 
eve of their one day to sleep. 


From wistfully wishing that every | 
night was Saturday night, pix ex- | 


hibitors here have finally moved to 
do something about cashing in. Last 
Saturday the Fox, huge 5,000-seat 
first-run house made the full move 
in the direction of the new trend 


by going on a 36-hour schedule for the | 


week-end. The huge house is going 
right through Saturday night with 
‘Sun Valley Serenade’ and ‘Charlie 
Chan in Rio,’ its current bill, count- 
ing on the normal overflow crowds 
to carry it well into the small hours 
of the morning when the 2 a.m. 
close law in the niteries will bolster 
those major weekend grosses still 
higher. ; 
Spill-Over Into Sabbath 
While the Fox is the first thea- 
tre here to go whole hog, the other 
first-runs also have moved in line 
for those spill-over Saturday nights 
by all installing midnight shows. 


They also serve to catch the last | 


shifts coming off work in the de- 
fense industries. Nabes, too, have 
worked for stronger than ever pic- 
ture combinations for the Saturday- 


Sunday bills and_ several have 
tucked on the same late shows. 
While the picture biz is sitting 


pretty in its opportunity to follow 


the mechanics and their girls 
in the play-around-the-clock ten- 
dency on Saturday nights, the 


niteries can do nothing but beef. 
They're cut off from that big poten- 
tial revenue by the 2 a.m. closing 
law in Detroit—and caught with 
the ropes up and turnaway crowds. 

Fox experiment here—with te 


week's grosses aimed in the direction | 


of $30,000 for the first week of the 
experiment — is being 
watched by the other exhibitors who 
likely will put the town on an all- 
night basis 


3 A.M. Rebroadcast Of 
Local Chrysler Show 


belief that you can 
two audiences with the same 
in an eight-hour span 
new living habits of America under 
the defense industries, Chrysler has 
begun a 3 a.m. rebroadcast of its 7 
p.m. show via station CKLW. The 
idea behind the rebroadcast, accord- 
ing to Ted Campeau, manager of 
the Windsor station, is to prove that 


In the catch 


the station’s ‘Dawn Patrol’ (12:30 to} 


4 a.m.) audience has magnified con- 


siderably since the defense boom in| 


has changed the 


the Detroit area 














Film Moppets | 


————— Continued from page 22————— 














when she reports back to the lot for 
her next picture. 


Extra teachers were needed at 


an odd quirk of 
The first day of 
school was also the day that 100 
youngsters were needed to portray 
circus fans in ‘Malaya.’ If the kid- 
die mob had been called the day be- 
fore, not only would cost of instruc- 
tors been saved, but the youngsters 
themselves would have been able to 


Paramount due to 


production minds. 


hang around on the set and really | 


get their fill of clowns and pink 
lemonade. 

Warners lists five, all of the fairer 
sex, who must put in as much time 
at their books as they do on the 
sound stage between now and sum- 
mer vacations. Joan Leslie, a young 
lady who will be remembered as the 
wife of ‘Sergeant York’ and who just 
finished playing a college student in 
another picture, finds her real life 
classification is only that of a high 


school student of 16 putting in her | 


last year at formal learning. Faith 
Dorn, 16, and Gloria Warren, 15, will 
keep her company, while Diana Dill 


and Diana Jeanne, both 6, are just) 
beginning their school years under | 


the tutoring of Lois Horn. 
Classes at Universal 
Gloria Jean, 13, and her sister and 
stand-in, Lois Schoonover, 12, 
the classes at Universal under the 


guidance of Gladys Hoene, attending | 


the same red schoolhouse that oc- 
cupied much of Deanna Durbin’s stu- 
dio time between film takes before 
her graduation in 1939. Elizabeth 
Taylor, 9, is a new pupil on the lot, 
flanked by such film bad boys (but 
schoolroom good boys) as Butch and 
Buddy, 9 and 11, respectively. Last 
year, 1940, removed Helen Parrish 


from the pupil stage at Universal. 
Perhaps the best known pupil of | 

found at Metro, 

Temple, 


them all is 


Shirley who started her 


Continued from page 1 


closely | 


show | 
due to the} 


lead | 


where | 


Nite to Howl 











Defense Floor Shows 
Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

Now it’s special ‘Defense Fioor 
Shows.’ 

Taking a page out of the book 
of local nabes, the Swan Club, 
uptown nitery, has inaugurated 
early floor shows for the con- 
venience of workers in national 
de” »-e industries. 

Because these workers have to 
re ‘t on the job bright and 
early, Joe Toll, manager of the 
spot, has a special show at 10 
p.m., which allows a_ defense 
worker to scram at 11 instead of 
being forced to hang around to 
1 a.m. for the supper show. 








' working and living habits of hun- 
| dreds of thousands of citizens. All- 
| request recorded prograrn has been 
the recipient of a startling upsurge 
in the number of telephone calls re- 
‘ceived during those hours’ which 
|was clue to the fact that not only 
were thousands of workers bound 
|for their jobs at the later hours, but 
restaurants, homes, theatres, etc. 
were operating on new schedules. 


The Chrysler show was selected 
for the test re-broadcast because it 
'is a 15-minute comedy show which 
fits into the comedy pattern of the 
'‘Dawn Patrol.’ Joe Gentile and 
Ralph Binge, station comics, have 
been doing the evening show for 
Chrysler five nights a week for 30 
weeks on the early evening hour. 
The show now is transcribed for re- 
airing at 3 a.m. with a strong bid for 
|mail and telephone calls. Listeners 
|are told frankly that the station is 


| 





|endeavoring to determine the size of 
the early morning audiences with an 
|eye to providing them with a greater 
variety entertainment. 

Test is to be run for six weeks 
with the hope of opening up a new 
market for radio between midnight 
and 4 a.m. because of the around- 
the-clock shifts these days in indus- 
try. 


All Night Theatre 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
All-night film houses in Govern- 
ment project territories 


Coast as result brisk business at the 
Aztec, 650-seater in San Diego. 

With defense workers on day and 
night shifts, there is a constant sup- 
ply of customers for the picture the- 
'atres. 


book learning at 20th-Fox, is now} 
busy making ‘Kathleen.’ Young 
Shirley will have three weeks of | 


instruction on the lot and then en- 
rolls at the Westlake School for Girls, 


attendance to be broken up with 
other film assignments. Virginia 
Weidler, 14, returned to her books 
at Metro to delve further into the 
ABC's with teacher, Mary Mac- 
donald. Larry Nunn is also back at 
his ‘boning’ on the lot with new- 


comer Jackie Horner alongside. 


20th-Fox has Roddy McDowall, 12, | 


England, beginning his Amer- 
history under mentor Frances 
Jane Withers, now 15, is 


from 
ican 
Kiampt. 


ithe star pupil in length of service | may make a selective buy. 





ST. LOUIS 


17— 


WED., SEPT. 


1:00 p.m.—‘Look Who’s Laughing’ (RKO), 
2:10 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), S’Renco P.R. 


MON., SEPT. 22— 


1:00 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par) 


2:30 p.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), 
TUES., SEPT. 23— ; 
1:00 p.m.—Riders of Timberline’ (Pa 
2:30 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ 


WED., SEPT. .24— 


throughout | 
California are planned by Fox-West | 


(Par), 


IETY 
| 


and lost classmates Linda Darnell 
'and Anne Baxter at last year’s grad- 
uation time. Stanley Clements, 14- 
|year-old New Yorker, is learning 
California history in the 20th-Fox 
school house. 
At Columbia, 
Simms, better known as ‘Baby 
Dumpling’ of the ‘Blondie’ series, is 


garden with classmate, Danny Mum- 
mert, also from the same series of 
pictures. Both youngsters receive 
their instructions from Lillian Bark- 
ley. 

Ladies School at Rep 


plete their studies this year. 


lars are Mary Lee, 16, Leni Lynn, 
17 and Marilyn Hare, 17. 

RKO school-age moppets 
much trouble to teacher, Harold 
Mineer. Joan Carroll, 9, and Nancy 
Gates, 17, make up his small class- 
room with only an occasional influx 
of outsiders when youngsters are 
needed for a short term of work in 
a film. 

Sabu, 16, is the star pupil of Aus- 
tin Menzies at Alexander Korda’s, 
having come a long way from his 
native India to study up on Amer- 
ican Indians. At the present time 


aren't 


tricia O’Rourke, 14, who is playing 
opposite him, between lessons, in 
‘Jungle Book.’ 


———____—_—_— 


Continued from page 5 
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lower-bracket houses 
charging 10c, 15e and 20c. 


erage weekly attendance at film the- 
atres to be 80,000,000 people in 1940. 
Consequently even a Ic tilt in the 
average admission price in U. 
would add $800,000 to theatre rev- 
enues or $4,160,000 per year. 
ers & Distributors Assn. are esti- 
ment of Commerce statistics and 
from several other sources available 
to the association. However, it’s 
agreed that the figures are exag- 
gerated and more nearly closer to 
65,000,000. New federal admission tax 
which starts at lc will give the in- 
dustry probably its most accurate 
check on average weekly attendance 














in the total annual tabulation. 


U. DICKERS WITH N. Y. 
RIVOLI AND MUSIC HALL 


Reportedly unwilling to make a 
deal with the Roxy, N. Y., which has 
| not had any of its product for nearly 


tures to other Broadway first-runs. 


| 


j 


} 


6-year-old Larry | 


beginning his first year after kinder- | 


Republic has a class of four young | 
ladies, most of whom expect to com- | 
Judy | 
Clark, 17, is a newcomer while regu- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Sabu shares his classroom with Pa- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


presently |In that city the authorities have 
The Hays office estimated the av-/| other places in order to check the 
S.| dreaded disease, 


Fig- | 
ures of the Motion Picture Produc- | 


mated compiled from U. S. Depart- | 
| above the Mason-Dixon line. 


because every ducat should show up | 


| ° ~ ° re 
} slowed down considerably over the | Stage shows. 


a year, Universal is offering its pic- 
' 


B Actioners Top Draw in Canada’s 
Army Camps; Pass Up H wood Stars 





Who’s Looney? 





Columbia’s shorts department, 
which makes a_ specialty of 
screwy titles for its output, let 
itself go again last week. 

It registered ‘Loco Boys Make 
Good’ and ‘A Jerk From Albu- 
querque.’ 


POLIO SPREAD 
A BIG WORRY 
TO THEATRES 


Because of the apparent effect in- 
fantile paralysis is having on theatre 
business in various part of the coun- 
try where prevalent, operators are 


concerned lest the epidemic spreads 
and causes the closing of houses as 
has happened in Hamilton county, 
Tennessee. This county includes 
Chattanooga which has 14 theatres. 











closed the churches, schools and 
disease. 

Meantime, the operators are hop- 
ing for colder weather since the 
striking children 
mostly, does not seem to thrive as 
well as in warm climate. However, 
it appears that the south is harder 
hit than the north and hopes for an 
early frost are not so sanguine as 


Fresh concern is reported about 
Florida and feared that some towns 
may be closed up in that state. 





| Alabama is also stricken hard and 


opening of schools was postponed. | 
In the Greater N. Y. area schools} 
Opened as per schedule although 
there is a seasonal increase in the} 
number of infantile paralysis cases | 
but in parts of northern New Jersey | 
they are closed indefinitely. 

Grosses during the past week | 


country as a whole. This is regarded 
as having been partly due to the 
normal drop expected with resump- 
tion of school but pointed out that 
the level was about the same as 
for the same week last year, whereas 
biz since July has been running 
ahead of last summer’s average. 
Other weeks since July have been 
substantially ahead of the corre-| 





St. John, N. B., Sept. 16. 

Stars with top Hollywood rating 
or their productions mean no more 
at the Canadian army camps than 
an extra sardine in a herring school. 
With the soldiers, the big demand is 
for Class B action films and rough- 
and-ready comedies. 

In a recent checkup it was found 
that, while 3,500 soldiers saw the 
‘Santa Fe Marshal,’ starring Bill 
Boyd, in two nights, only 300 had a 
look at ‘Love Affair,’ co-starring 
Irene Dunne and Charles Boyer, and 
shown also for two nights. Both pic- 
tures shown consecutively and at the 


same camp. 
For Boyd, Buck Jones, Tim McCoy, 
Bob Steele, Three Mesquiteers, 


Range Busters, Bob Baker, Tex Rit- 
ter, Johnny Mack Brown, Charles 
Starrett and kindred low-budget ac- 
tioners, are far more satisfying to the 
men in the war uniform than any or 
all of the highest paid stars or their 
costly productions. Most welcome 
among the big money talent are Wal- 
lace Beery and Gary Cooper. 

Slapstick, open-and-shut, rip-roar- 
ing fun festivals rate second to the gun 
glorifiers with the Canadian Army 
men. Subtlety bats for .000. Packing 
‘em in at the camps are George 
Formby, Laurel & Hardy, Three 
Stooges, Donald Duck and Pop Eye. 
Abbott and Costelio’s ‘Buck Privates’ 
is soon to be available, and will be 
down the groove for the Maple 
Leafers. 





Nabe Refuses to Put 
On $75 Stagehand, 
Picketing Closes It 


St. Louis, Sept. 16 

The St. Louis Amus. Co., which 
owns a chain of nabes in St. Louis 
and adjacent St. Louis County, last 
week closed the Maffitt, a North St. 
Louis 1,200-seater, when two projec- 
tionists refused to cross a picket line 
established when the management 
refused to hire a stagehand, at $75 
per week, because the house has no 
Refunds were given 
600 when the announcement of the 


shuttering was made. Chauncey 
Nelson, personnel director of the 
Amusement Co., said that several 


days before the shuttering he was 
visited by a delegation of union 
execs, one of whom was an intenr2- 
tional officer of IATSE, and was told 
they thought the Maffitt should h-ve 
a stagehand. Nelson replied that 


So far, the Music Hall, which for- | sponding dates for 1940, indicating | the house did not need a stagehand 


merly had an annual selective deal 
with U, that being four years ago, 
has closed with U for two, ‘It Start- 
ed With Eve’ and ‘Appointment for 
Love.’ Understeod a selective deal, 
guaranteeing to play a given 


made with this house or the Rivoli 

The Riv, current with ‘Unfinished 
Business,’ has already closed for an- 
other ‘Hellzapoppin.’ This theatre 
played several U’s last season. It 


Trade Showings 


(Continued from page 20) 


WED., SEPT i 
S’Renco P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 22— 


Paramount Ex. So ee 
Paramount Ex. TUES., SEPT. 23— 

2:15 p.m.—‘Stick 
t), Paramount Ex. WED. SEPT. 24— 
Paramount Ex. - 


1:00 p.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


SALT LAKE CITY 
| WED., SEPT. 1i— 
2:30 ppm,— ‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 


MON., SEPT. 22— 


1:00 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
2:30 p.m.—‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 23— 
1:00 p.m.— Riders of Timberline’ 
2:30 p.m.—‘Stick to Your Guns’ 
WED., SEPT. 24— 
1:00 p.m.— Twilight on the Trail’ 


SAN FRANCISCO_ 


WED., SEPT. 17— 


2:30 p.m.—Suspicion’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 


MON., SEPT. 22— 


1:30 p.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
3:00 p.m.— Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 23— 


1:30 p.m.—Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
Your Guns’ (Par), 


3:00 p.m.—'Stick to 
WED., SEPT. 24— 


1:30 p.m.—' Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | 


(Par), Paramount Ex. 
(Par), 


(Par), Paramount Ex. 


| WED.. SEPT. 1li-- 


1:00 p.m.—‘Secrets 
Supply P.R. 

2:45 p.m.—‘Outlaws of 
Supply P.R. 

4:00 p.m.—Riders 
Supply P.R. 


| MON., SEPT. 22— 


TUES., SEPT. 23— 
Paramount Ex. | 1:30 p.m.— ‘Stick 


WED., SEPT. 17— 
MON., SEPT. 22— 





TUES., SEPT. 23— 


Paramount Ex. 
WED... SEPT. 24— 


num- | 


ber of U films yearly, has not been 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Jewel Box Prev. Km. 


1:00 p.m.— Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), Paramount 
2:15 p.m.—Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


1:00 p.m.— Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


SIOUX FALLS | 


2:30 p.m.—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Amer, Thea, Supply P.R. 


Supply P.R. 
2:45 p.m.—‘Twilight 
Supply P.R. 


WASHINGTON 
2:30 p.m.—Suspicion’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 


10:00 a.m.—‘Secrets of Wasteland’ (Par), 20th-Fox Ex. 
11:15 a.m.—Ontlaws of Desert’ (Par), 20th-Fox Ex. 


10:00 a.m.— Riders of Timberline’ (Par), 20th-Fox Ex. 
11:15 a.m.—'Stick to Your Guns’ (Par), 20th-Fox Ex, 


10:00 a.m.—Twilight on 


that the post-Labor Day week came |} 
down partly because of the infan-| 
tile epidemic and scare. 
| 

RAWLINS’ WAR SKIFF | 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

John Rawlins pilots ‘Torpedo| 
Boat,’ designed by William Pine and 
William Thomas for launching at | 
Paramount 
Richard Arlen is the lead gob in|} 
the story. | 
{ 





as it has no stage shows, no curtains 
to raise or lower and nothing for a 
| stagehand to do. 

‘They left without making any 
threats to put a picket line on the 
Maffitt,” Nelson said, ‘and the house 
opened as usual Thursday 11). 
While tickets were being sold a 


picket appeared. 


400 REPORT BACK FOR 
WORK AT DISNEY PLANT 


Hollywood, Sept. 16 
After a four-week shuttering the 


| Walt Disney cartoon plant was re- 
|} opened this week (Mon.) wiin 400 
employees reporting for work. Num- 
SEATTLE ber of inkers permitted to resume 


| work 
series of deliberations between 


Ex. |! 


was decided upon after a 
Dis- 
1ey and the NLRB. 


Personnel resuming work at the 


studio is expected to reach 790 by 


Paramount Ex. | 


to Your Guns’ (Par), 


of Wasteland’ (Par), Amer, Thea. 


Desert’ (Par), Amer, Thea. 


of Timberline’ (Par), Amer, Thea. 


to Your Guns’ (Par), Amer, Thea. 


on the Trail’ (Par), Amer, Thea. 





the Trail’ (Par), 20th-Fox Ex. | 


1:00 p.m.— Riders of Timberline’ (Par), Paramount EX. | 4). ond of the week. 


Autry Back With a Song 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Gene Autry climbed back into the 





saddle at Republic today (Tues.) as 
star 
Morgan directing. 


in ‘Sierra Sue,’ with William 


Cowboy star and his pal, Smiley 


Burnett, galloped back from personal 


tours to record songs before the 


shooting got under way. 





Ed Kaufman's: F irst 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Edward Kaufman's first produc- 
tion under his new contract with 
Columbia is ‘He Kissed the Bride,’ 
based on a stage play by Gina Kaus. 
Melvyn Douglas draws the top 
male role. 





Wednesday. Seplember 17, 1911 


i 
i 
: 
3 
4 





YOULL NEVER GET 
soe en ~ ROBERT BENCHLEY 
Michael Fessier and Ernest Pagano AAR JOHN HUBBARD 


Produced by SAMUEL BISCHOFF : 5; 
Directed by SIDNEY. LANFIELD Osa Massenes Frieda Inestort 


A COLUMBIA PICTURE rus Guinn Williams «Donald MacBride 





“Since | Kissed My Baby Goodbye" « "So Near And Yet So Far" » "Dream Dancing" 
— + — "Shootin The Works For Uncle Sam" » "The Wedding Cake-Walk" « "The Boogie Barcarolle” 
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the leading opera companies of the 
United States. 
Resignation 


of Gallo from the 


artistic end came after a long ardu- | 


ous attempt on the part of the 
former San Carlo Opera producer to 
fuse the battling society forces which 
control the money and the destinies 
of the Chicago Opera Co. This com- 
pany during the teens, 1920’s and 
early 1930's presented opera on a 
par with that shown at the Metro- 
politan, and seasons which ran 26 
weeks were not uncommon, with the 
world’s greatest singers appearing in 
leading roles. The regime of Cleo- 
fonte Campannini, followed by that 
of Mary Garden, and finally Samuel 
Insull, saw the end of a great artistic 
period with the affairs of the com- 
pany gradually going from bad to 
worse. 
Sought Last Year 

At the conclusion of last season it 
was decided to try to secure the 
services of Martinelli as general 
manager but the tenor was on tour 
with the Metropolitan and never was 
formally approached. Gallo, who 
had made a success of low cost tour- 
ing opera, was put at the helm. Gallo 
failed to secure the necessary guar- 
antees to insure the season, not be- 
cause of lack of capabilities, but be- 
cause the factions in Chicago re- 
fused to cooperate. Realizing at last 
that Chicago might have no season 
at all, the directors met two weeks 
ago and after a lengthy discussion 
wired Martinelli an offer. 


The tenor met with Johnson and 
Merola in N. Y. and discussed the 
proposition thoroughly. After fur- 
ther conferences with his manager 
and personal representative Michael 
De Pace, he agreed to accept the 
management provided he was offered 
carte blanche. This offer was re- 
submitted to the Chicago directors 
who will approve it this week, ac- 
cording to Robert McCormack, pres- 
ident of the Chicago board. 

The appointment of Martinelli is 
one of the most significant steps for- 
ward taken by a major opera com- 
pany in years. The 56-year-old tenor 
is generally considered to be the best 
tenor to have been heard in America 
in this century with the exception 
of Enrico Caruso. Martinelli joined 
the Metropolitan in November of 
1913 and is starting his 29th succes- 
sive year as leading tenor at the 
house this November, a record for 
all time. He is one of the most out- 
standing personalities to have ever 
appeared on the stage of the Metro- 
politan, and his box office popularity 
is shown by the fact that in 10 per- 
formances last year at the Met he 
outdrew all other male stars, rolling 
up @ gross of $135,000 or $13,500 per 
performance, a profit of over $15,000 
to the Metropolitan. 

Frequent Conflict 

The situation between 
Major companies was often one of 
conflict, as witness the opening of 
the Chicago season this year when 
the Metropolitan was asking its stars 
to report for rehearsals in the midst 
of the Chicago performances. San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, which 
opens first, also conflicted with the 
Chicago season and much confusion 
often resulted with singers flying 
back and forth to keep engagements 
with two of the three companies. 
Practically all companies used the 
same stars, with San Francisco pay- 
ing fees in excess of $3,500, Chicago 
a little bit behind that, with the Met 


the three 


| Martinelli Singing Impresario | 
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brag being $1,000 which often resulted 
in bad feeling on the part of singers. 

Appointment of Martinelli, who 
will not give up his singing career, 
| will, it is hoped, wipe out dissatis- 
| faction. He has been associated as 
| colleague with Johnson since the lat- 
ter joined the Met in 1922 and first 
sang for Merola in San Francisco the 
same year, although all three knew 
each other years earlier. Closer co- 
operation is now assured between all 
companies. The tenor will finish his 
next two years at the Met giving 
him 30 successive years of service at 
the house out of 60 years of its exist- 
ance (Met opened in 1883) and will 
replace Jussi Bjoerling in San Fran- 
cisco in ‘Tosca’ if the Swede does not 
arrive in time from his native Swe- 
den, visa difficulties having held him 
up. Martinelli will also sing with 
the Chicago company. 

Appointment of a singing manager 
is not without precedent as Andreas 
Dippel, Met tenor, was joint mana- 
of that house in 1908 with Gatti 
Cassaza, and Mary Garden managed 
the Chicago company for years. 
Johnson retired in 1935 when he 
took over the reins at the Met. 

It is believed that Martinelli will 
produce many operas at Chicago 
which will be heard later on, if suc- 
cessful, at the other houses, although 
in no sense of the word will the 
Chicago Company act as a guinea 
pig, The tenor, born in Italy, is an 
American citizen. 
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activities in their vicinity, something 
no monopolistically inclined organi- 
zation willingly invites.’ 

In putting a check on the asso- 
ciation, Judge Picard declared, ‘It 
is apparent that the boldness of Co- 
Operative has reached a point where 
it was somewhat arrogant toward 
out-of-the-fold independent and even 
small theatres in its own member- 
ship. In some instances the inde- 
pendent went to the wall or had 
to sell out. This court believes that 
when Co-Operative or any member 
seeks to prevent a member’s com- 
petitor from bidding for pictures by 
threats held over the producer; or 
when a member buys pictures which 
are not needed for normal require- 
ments; or when an association so 
conducts its affairs as to shut out 
one member’s competitors entirely 
that the line has been crossed be- 
tween legality and illegality.’ 


He pointed out that the Roxy, 
running 24 hours a day, had forced 
the competing Colonial into vaude- 
ville, adding that the Roxy was prac- 
tically the only key-run Co-Op house 
using six features a week and that 
the abnormal requirements prevented 
the rival theatre from existing as 
a picture house alone. 


While admitting that Raymond 
Screiber, of Midwest was a former 
Co-Op member and went into the 
thing ‘with his eyes open,’ Judge 
Picard declared that ‘the consent de- 
cree recognizes the rights of new ex- 
hibitors to pictures as controlled by 
the situation ‘as is’ when the new 
exhibitor comes on the scene.’ 

‘The testimony clearly shows that 
the plaintiff did have a harder time 
making money than the Cohens and 
had to resort to some extreme tac- 








— 











ATERFRONT ESTATE 
on Long Island’s North Shore 





Ormston 


A NOTABLE COUNTRY ESTATE, 
LOCATED AT LATTINGTOWN, 
NEAR GLEN COVE, NASSAU 
OOUNTY, N. Y. OFFERS SOLI- 
CITED FOR PROMPT SALE. 





1,394 foot frontage and 
private bathing beach 
on Long Island Sound. 


119 acres of rolling lawns, 
formal gardens, magnifi- 
cent tree groupings and 
commanding views of the 
Sound. 








Ormston House, designed by the 


bordered lawns sweeping down t 
The 


in excellent condition. 





is beautifully placed on an eminence, with broad vistas of tree 
e 


landscaping and the gardens were 
Brothers, Dairy barn, riding stables and garage, gate lodges, bath 
and tea house, tennis courts, service buildings, etc. 
Can be divided into smaller Estates. 


To visit property, telephone ... Superintendent, Glen Cove 614-M 
For further details, write 
G. A. Townsend, 1310 Lexington Building, Baltimore, Md: 


late Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue, 


o meet the waters of the Sound. 
designed by Olmsted 


All buildings 








| ties and showmanship to do it. But 
| the business of the plaintiff has been 
| fairly profitable with large indebted- 
/ness liquidated and paid off, lease- 
| hold amortizations taken care of and 
| substantial salaries paid. These facts 
| do not coincide with the asserted 
; claim of the helpless victim threat- 
}ened with ruination.’ 


The court added, indicative of what 
| may impend in this line, ‘that we 
feel that a National Board of Zon- 
ing, Clearance and Protection with 
| regional offices throughout the United 
| States might well be set up with a 
carefully chosen membershkip so that 
various delicate problems presented 
in a very complicated industry 
could be given proper consideration. 
The powers of that Board should be 
manifold since there is need for a 
program instituted by the Govern- 
ment along these lines. In addition 
the industry should devote further 
time to the study of the means of 
self-improvement.’ 
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quence, the latter is beset with pro- 
| duct difficulties. The same goes for 
|Engler Bros. in Hopkins, local 
suburb. They want to transfer the 
M-G contract to their newly opened 
house from the old theatre, but 
aren’t permitted to do so and, as a 
result, must keep the latter open. 

United Artists, which also is fight- 
ing the new state law in the courts, 
but which started making some deals 
under it, has discontinued its selling 
and is expected to cancel the few 
| contracts previously signed by ex- 
hibitors. 

In consequence of the non-selling, 
Minnesota exhibitors now, of course, 
already are lagging far behind na- 
tional releases as far as the product 
of the five major decree companies 
is concerned. When and if selling 
is resumed a product jam is in pros- 
pect. 

Majors ‘Frightened’ 


The real reasons that major dis- 
tributors are fighting the Minnesota 
state law, invalidating the consent 
decree’s groups-of-five plan and re- 
quiring the sale of the entire sea- 
son’s product with a 20% minimum 
cancellation privilege, are because 
of a fear that if the measure works 
out favorably ‘there'll be a nation- 
wide demand for it’ and because 
these distributors wish to perpetu- 
ate the old system’s ‘evils,’ including 
the right to compel exhibitors to buy 
and pay for pictures that the latter 
can’t use, 


Such are the allegations contained 
in a brief filed by the defense in 
connection with the hearing of the 
distributors’ application for a tem- 
porary injunction to restrain 
law’s enforcement pending  de- 
termination of their main actions to 
obtain a permanent injunction and 
a court declaration that the statute 
is unconstitutional. 

Each and every one of the almost 
500 independent exhibitors in Min- 
nesota will be ‘irreparably damaged’ 
if the law is not permitted to con- 
tinue in effect and they are denied 
the right, given to them by the meas- 
ure, to cancel a minimum of 20% of 
each company’s product, it’s claimed 
in the brief which Judge Hugo Hanft 
in Ramsay County district court or- 
dered after hearing verbal argu- 
ments, 

The consent decree itself seeks to 
perpetuate the ‘old system’s evils,’ 
the brief charges. 

While filed by the Minneapolis and 
St. Paul county attorneys, defendants 
in the action, the brief was prepared 
by the three special counsel which 
Northwest Allied, the law’s sponsor, 
have retained to assist in the meas- 
ure’s defense. 

David Shearer and Joseph Finley, 
counsel for the plaintiff distributors, 
will file counter-briefs, they an- 
nounced. They have a week after 
notification by the court to do this. 
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individual affiliated stations to de- 


of Lindbergh’s broadcasts in 
future. 


the 





FDR’s Speech Repeated 
Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

President Roosevelt’s important 
radio address of last Thursday was 
plattered by WCAU and played back 
to the audience of the Forrest thea- 
tre at the close of the curtain on the 
legiter, ‘Doctor's Dilemma’ with 
Katharine Corneil. 

The speech was piped into virtu- 
ally all Stanley-Warner downtown 
houses, as well as the two news- 
reelers. 
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tne RKO overflow which now uses 
the lot—be excluded. A cooperative 
federation of the producers would 
assign space and otherwise handle 
the studio detail not now in the 
charge of the studio management. 

Kelly indicated that the new pro- 
ducers coming into the UA distribu- 
tion fold had met with the approval 
of Selznick, who will be an owner 
of the company. Selznick deal re- 
quires a series of contracts which 
already have once been redrawn. 
Main pact is understood completed, 
with the subsids being worked out 
this week. 

New product to be announced will 
be in addition to pictures now in 
work for release, including ‘Lydia,’ 
‘Jungle Book’ and ‘To Be Or Not to 
Be’ (Korda): ‘Sundown’ and ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ (Wanger): ‘International 
Lady,’ ‘Corsican Brothers’ and ‘Twin 
(Small); ‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
(Pressburger), ‘New Wine’ (Sekely) 
and ‘Major Barbara’ (Pascal). 

UA’s Theatre Expansion 

In regard to UA’s recent theatre- 
acquiring moves, Kelly said the com- 
pany considered Chicago and De- 
troit as ‘congested’ spots where 
theatres would be desirable but that 
no deals are pending in either city. 
He said that there had been discus- 
sions. with Balaban & Katz on a 
partnership deal for the Apollo in 
Chicago but talks had died when 
UA owners decided they wanted a 
better-located house. 

Gabriel Pascal’s contract for two 
more George Bernard Shaw pictures 
is being worked out so that the pro- 
ducer can make his next one or two 
pictures for another company, Kelly 
said. (It is reported that the com- 
pany will be RKO and that Pascal’s 
need for ready cash has prompted 
him to ask for the leave from UA). 
Sol Lesser’s pact with the company 
has been compromised so that it will 
terminate with delivery of ‘Strange 
Victory’ or a_ substitute picture, 
Kelly said. 





Nathanson on Coin 
Hollywood, Sent. 16. 
United Artists will not have a new 
president to head it until David O. 
Selznick comes into the company. 
UA owners feel that should Selz- 
nick come into the company, which 
they expect will probably happen 
very soon, that he should have the 
right to pass upon the acceptability 
of candidates for the outfit’s prexy. 
And until such time no further dis- 
cussion with possibilities or offers 
to any will be made. 


Several weeks ago Alexander 


Selznick-UA Set Soon 
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Korda spoke to Joe Bernhard, head 
of Warner theatres, about taking the 
job. Bernhard has until next spring 
to go with Warners, and is under-" 
stood to have listened but not sig- 
nified interest in a new post. Efforts 
were also made to draft N. L. Na- 
thanson of Canada for the post, but 
it was decided that Nathanson 
might not be able to give the com- 
pany his full time. However, he is 
being thought of for. chairman of 
the finance board to see that money 
would be forthcoming to producers 
for pictures. Still nothing has been 
done in that regard. 

Reports that Ed Raftery, who is 
secretary of the company and also 
its counsel, being member of the 
law firm of O’Brien, Driscoll & Raf- 
tery, might be selected for the spot, 
according to Raftery, are untrue. He 
said he never was offered the post 
nor would take it, as law is his forte. 
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of the deal with Schaefer and Joe 
Breen when a hitch came on several 
points and the 20th-Fox offer was 
brought to him by Joe Moskowitz. 
The long distance phone was put 
into use, Foy talked to Zanuck and 
William Goetz here and quickly 
agreed to a two-year deal, calling off 
the RKO negotiations to the dismay 
of Schaefer. 

Understood that Foy is getting 
around $4,000 a week on his ncg@w 
connection. 

Foy is no newcomer so far as 
Zanuck is concerned, for it was the 
latter who, as chief exec producer at 
Warners, negotiated Foy’s exit from 
the Warner lot as a director more 
than 10 years ago. Zanuck, mean- 
time, changed on Foy. 

Foy was 14 years with WB, seven 
the last stretch, having left in 1930 
to 1933 when he independently pro- 
duced ‘Lights of New York,’ the first 
all-talking soundfilm. 


Mono’s Black-Over-Red 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Net profit of $10,897 for the year 
ending June 28, 1941, was reported 
by the Monogram Pictures Corp., 
compared with a net loss of $179,656 
for the previous year. 

Gross income, before operating 
costs, administrative expenses, in- 
terest and federal taxes were de- 
ducted, was $2,030,459. 
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IRENE DUNNE “ 
ROBERT MONTGOMERY in 


“UNFINISHED BUSINESS” 


Peres RIVOLI txx’st" 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 

















Starts THURS. 
Screen’s Gayest 
Musical Extravaganza 9... 40ers 


Giet Sweet 


“LADY BE GOOD” 


Eleanor Ann " 
POWELL SOTHERN YOUNG 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 













Start Thur Sept 16 
Den AMECHE 
Mary MARTIN 
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Rebert Montgomery GOODBYE’ 
“HERE COMES In Person 
MR. JORDAN” Larry CLINTON 
On Stage and ° 
Ray Kinney & Ore ARREN and 
Emile BOREG BRODERICK 
Jackie HELLER Others 















OPENS FRI., SEPT. 19TH 
Ann Sheridan * Jack Oakie 


Martha Raye * Jack Haley 
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MILLER REBUKES SCALP-HUNTING SOLONS; 
ADMITS RADIO ALL OUT FOR DEFENSE 


—_——- -——__— 


CBS Tartly Replies to Jimmy Fidler’s Charge Web 
Impeded His Free Speech—Won’t Let Gossipers 
Jeopardize Web’s Position as Operator 


Washington, Sept. 16. 


Radio people hit back quickly last 
week at accusations in testimony be- 
fore the Senate ‘warmongering’ prob- 
ers about unfairness and bias. So 
far broadcasters have been dragged 
in only rarely, though Jimmy Fid- 
ler’s tale of woe Monday (15) in- 
cluded several yowls that CBS vio- 
lated his freedom of speech. Passing 
references to radio were made by 
Senator Bennett Champ Clark, co- 
sponsor of the investigation resolu- 
tion, though they were distinctly 
secondary. 

Clark’s complaints that networks 
keep the air hot with hysteria-breed- 
ing programs brought an admission 
from Neville Miller, president of Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
that ‘radio is all out for national de- 
fense.” Asking a chance to reply to 
the Isolationists’ indictments, Miller 
Wednesday (10) reminded Chairman 
D. Work Clark that license-holders 
are scrutinized periodically by the 
Federal] Communications Commission 
and the industry’s conduct has not 
been criticized by the kilocycle cops. 


Are They Sincere? 


It is difficult to believe that 
charges such as those are made in ail 
sincerity,’ Miller wrote. “There are 
more than 800 broadcasting stations 
in this country. These stations are 
operated by men and women of all 
creeds and political beliefs—Repub- 
licans and Democrats, farmers, law- 
yers, newspaper people, plain busi- 
ness people of all kinds. Some are 
members of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. After full 
examination into their fitness and 
responsibility, the Federal Govern- 
ment has granted them the license to 
broadcast. They have invested sub- 
stantial sums of money in the neces- 
sary physical facilities to carry on 
broadcasting operations, and have 
devoted their intelligence and energy 
to the building of a radio broadcast- 
ing service which is conceded to be 
the best in the world. 


‘Of course, it is absurd on its face 
to say that any man or group of men 
control what is broadcast in this 
eountry. The American people, and 
they alone, exercise a day-to-day 
control of broadcasting far too pow- 
erful for anyone, even Government 
itself, to interfere with. But, beyond 
this, these men and women have vol- 
untarily accepted as part of their 
public responsibility the duty to see 
to it that radio shall promote and 
enlarge free public discussion and 
debate. 

‘Yes, We’re All Out—’ 

‘Senator Bennett Clark has 
charged radio with keeping the air 
‘hot with propaganda for war.’ In all 
critical periods there is a tendency 


on the part of those who harbor dif- 

| fering beliefs and conceptions to re- 
| gard their opponents as propagand- 
ists. Ever since this country em- 
barked upon & program of strength- 
ening its national defenses, radio 
| has given wholeheartedly of its time 
'and energies and resources to the 
| furtherance of our preparedness pro- 
gram. Radio is all out for national 
defense. If that is what the Senator 
means, radio admits it. And any ma- 
licious attempt to smear a great in- 
dustry at a time when it is playing 
so important a part in the interest 
of the public welfare—any attempt 
to produce confusion, disbelief, and 
disunity among our people—will fail, 
as all such efforts have failed in the 
history of the Union.’ 

Much sharper slap was taken at 
Fidler by CBS. Before he had got 
one-third through his tale of woe, 
the network issued a handout ex- 
plaining it ‘was beset by legal dif- 
ficulties and dangers so long as Jim- 
mie Fidler was on the air,’ Spieler 
sought ‘to destroy values and repu- 
tations in order to build up a big 
audience,’ the chain said, and he 
tried, furthermore, to give views on 
controversial subjects despite net- 
work policy providing free time for 
discussion of debatable issues. 

‘Columbia is responsible for what 
is aired over its network and has 
the right to maintain a certain char- 
acter and to insist upon proper 
standards of what is broadcast into 
American homes. Columbia did not 
wish to profit by broadcasting scan- 
dal and gossip. Jimmie Fidler did 


| 
|want to profit that way,’ CBS 
| charged. 
A Happy Divorce 
‘Columbia is well satisfied that 


CBS and Fidler have parted com- 
pany and does not believe that Fid- 
ler will succeed in deceiving the 
public with a false issue of free 
speech.’ 

Fidler. had the last word, for the 
present, with CBS waiting a lull to 
put a witness in the chair. He re- 
torted that he was only a reporter, 
agreed that program standards 
should be maintained and care must 
be exercised in pouring information 
into American homes, and remarked 
he’s guilty of scandal-mongering if 
factual news about marriages, 
babies, fusses over employment con- 
ditions constitutes scandal. 


Mitchell Benson Joins 
King at Mathes Agency 


Mitchell Benson leaves WOR, New 
York, next Saturday (27) to become 
assistant to Wilfred King, radio 
director of the J. M. Mathes agency. 

At WOR Benson is commercial 
program manager. 











Frank Norris Pulse-Taker for New 
Radio Campaign by March of Time 


Time mag, with 850,000 circulation, 
isn't specifically aiming for 1,000,000 
but that’s the major objective of 
March of Time getting back on the 
air in early October—to sell more 
magazines, And it is for this pur- 
pose that co-managing editor of 
Time, Frank Norris, has been drafted 
as g.m. of MOT from now on—at 
least 13 weeks—in order to coordi- 
nate the radio show with the news- 
magazine’s drive to self-exploit it- 
self. 

Heretofore MOT tied in with an- 
other sponsor but Roy E. Larsen, 
prez of Time, Inc., and Bill Geer, his 
aide, this time decided to plug the 
mag via the radio program. Nor- 
ris, Manfred Gottfried and T. S. 
Matthews are-the managing editors; 
board chairman Henry R. Luce is 
editor, 


Norris will bring over some of 
Time mag’s bright young men to 
further the prime purpose of the 
new promotional affinity; among 
them possibly Joel Sayre to script. 

Show starts ether Oct. 9 at 8 p.m. 
Thursdays on NBC-blue. 





JOE. SPADEA JOINS 
McGILLVRA IN CHI 


Joe Spadea and Allen R. Koehler 
have been added to the Chicago 
Sales staff of the Joseph McGillvra 
organization. 


Spadea was formerly Detroit man- 
ager of Edward Petry & Co,, while 


Koehler comes from WTMJ, Mil- 
waukee. 








FISCHER’S NEW SPONSOR 





Marrow Oil Buys Hollywood Chat- 
ter Program for Mutual 





Chicago, Sept. 16. 
George Fischer hits Mutual with 
a weekly Hollywood chatter period 
starting Sept. 28 for Marrow Oil. 
Will be on each Sunday at 12:15 
D.m., set through the Hays-McFar- 
land agency here. 
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BILL LAWRENCE’S TITLE 


Pedlar & Ryan Setup On 
Coast—Other Changes 





Heads 





Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Bill Lawrence, producer of the 
Bob Hope Pepsodent program, has 
been named Coast manager of Ped- 
lar & Ryan. Ted Sission, of the 
agency, is here to open quarters. 
Lawrence will share the office with 
Clare Olmstead, aide to Orson 
Welles on the Lady Esther show, 
which P&R is handling. 

Bob Stephenson, of the NBC pro- 
duction staff, takes the rein on the 
Hope show. Bill Goodwin, actor- 
announcer. also drops off the denti- 
frice program to work on five other 
network operas. Ben Gage calls the 
shots for Pepsodent. 


RADIO BEATS 
ONE-MEDIUM 
TAX 


Washington, Sept. 16. 

Radio's first serious alarm about 
a Federal gross income tax was 
ended Monday (15) when house and 
senate conferees adjusting revenue 
bill differences agreed to omit the 
5-15% bite originally conceived in 
the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee and guillotined by the Sen- 
ate Finance Committee. 

The final compromise draft has no 
provision singling out the broadcast- 
ing industry, though the impost on 
leased telephone lines—for all ‘pur- 
poses except news transmission— 
remains. Rate was fixed at 10%. 











Dolph Martin’s Program 
Starts at WEEI, Boston; 
Emery Expands at WOR 


Boston, Sept. 16. 


Dr. Dolph Martin, former Bos- 
tonian, has returned here to launch 
a Saturday morning program on 
WEEI, entitled ‘The March of Youth.’ 
It starts this Saturday at 10 a.m. and 
will run 45 minutes each week in- 
cluding a children’s choir, a chil- 
dren’s dramatic playlet and various 
quiz games. Martin will write, 
direct, produce and train the choir 
of 50 voices. Del Castillo will pre- 
side at the organ. 

Since his return in September, 
1939, from Paris where he had lived 
for some years Martin has acted as 
choirmaster for Bob Emery in the 
latter’s ‘Rainbow MHouse’ program 
over WOR, New York. Martin is 
best known as a trainer of children’s 
and also negro choirs. He composed 
the score for the negro play on 





Broadway some years ago, ‘Roll, 
Sweet Chariot.’ 

Although a musician, composer 
and choirmaster all his career 


Martin is unique in that he grad- 
uated from Harvard Medical School 
here but never practiced, going in- 
stead into music. 





Bob Emery at WOR, New York, 
has meanwhile expanded his own 
Rainbow House choir of kids to 65, 
intends to go to 100 voices. 


Skelton’s Raleigh Repeat 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Red Skelton goes back on the air 
for Raleigh cigarets in October. He 
heads a half hour comedy show. 
Agency is Russel M. Seeds. 
Other talent and time still in dis- 
cussion, 











Rambeau Has WIL, St. L. 


WIL, St. Louis, has named Wil- 
liam Rambeau its national sales rep. 

Similar assignment has been given 
the Radio Advertising Corp. by 
WMBS, Uniontown, Pa, 





Pre-Christmas Layoff 





Ore of the few shows to take a mid-season layoff is Lifebuoy’s ‘Hol- 
lywood Premiere,’ dropping off for the month of December. 

William Esty agency contends that no amount of air coaxing can 
move the red-cartoned cleanser in paying volume during the last 


month. 








WLW Bringing Programs By Line < 


From New York To Cincinnati 








+> 


MORE RADIO COURSES 


L. I. University Has Ranson, Simon, 
Danzig, Landau and Cembs 








Long Island University is repeat- 
ing the radio courses first given last 
year by ‘professors’ Jo Ranson, ra- 
dio editor of the Brooklyn Eagle, 
and Al Simon, publicity director of 
station WHN. Additionally two new 
courses are being added, ‘Script 
Writing and Production’ by Frank 
Danzig of WMCA and ‘Appreciation 
of Radio Music’ by Irving Landau. 

There will also be an intermittent 
seminar on radio news conducted by 
George Hamilton Combs, Jr., of 
WHN. 





Nancy Davids’ Courses 

College of the City of New York 
has Nancy Davids continuing as its 
radio prof. She will conduct three 
courses, 

Her guest lecturers include Isaac 
Brimberg and Seymour Seigel of 
WNYC; Frank Stanton of CBS, Jo 
Ranson of the Eagle, Charles God- 
win of F-M, Stockton Helfrich and 
Walter Pierson of NBC, 


WBBM HUDDLES 





WITH UNION 





Chicago, Sept. 16. 

WBBM» here is still in heavy nego- 
tilations with the Associated Broad- 
cast Technicians Union (A.F.L. via 
I.B.E.W.) on a new contract to go 
into effect on Oct. 1. Negotiations 
got a little strained in midweek, but 
have been straightened out a great 
deal since then, and it is now likely 
that an agreement will be reached 
some time this week. 

Technicians are asking primarily 
for a wage increase of approximately 
20%, and the WBBM offers have been 
coming close to meeting the approval 
of. the union negotiators. 


Merle Oberon Lead-Off 
Guest for Kate Smith 


Guest on. Kate Smith’s opening 
show (CBS) Oct. 3 will be Merle 
Oberon and on the following week 
it will be Errol Flynn, 

Flynn’s appearance involved a 
preview tieup with Warner Bros. 





WLW, Cincinnati, started originat- 
ing its second long line program 
from WMCA, N. Y., Monday (25). 
New one is Paul Hodges’ ‘Arriving 
or Leaving’ program. Cincinnati 
outlet has been bringing in Gabriel 
Heater directly frem New York 
three times a week. 

Tag on the Hodges show is ‘Travel 
Time.” He had been working the 
series in the middle west and during 
his New York stay the pickups will 
include the Pennsylvania and Grand 


Central stations and La Guardia 
Airport. Program goes over WLW 
10:45-11 p.m., Monday, Wednesday 


and Friday and gets simultaneous re- 
lease over WMCA, which is 11:45 
p.m. 

Crosley’s shortwaver, WLWO, ex- 
pects to do some picking up from 
New York also in the near future. 


Charles Harrell at WBEN 
Heads Revived Educat’] 
Dept. Started by Darrow 


Buffalo, Sept. 16. 
After year’s lapse, WBEN has re- 
opened its education department but 





with a new title and head. Hired 
Charles T. Harrell. formerly pro- 
gram director of Library of Congress 
radio project, to become ‘director of 
public service.’ 

In his Washington post Harrell, 


who first joined library on Rocke- 
feller fellowship, produced ‘Hidden 
History’ still on NBC-Blue web. 

WBEN was one of first commercial 
stations to set up an educational 
division. Ben H. Darrow, a veteran 
in educational broadcasting, headed 
it then. 


Renew Quiz Kids 
Chicago, Sept. 16 

Alka-Seltzer, through its Wade 
agency, came through with renewal 
orders for two of its Chicago net- 
work programs last week. Set Lou 
Cowan's ‘Quiz Kids’ for another 52- 
week ride on 62 NBC-Blue stations, 
as of Oct. 1. 

And renewed for another 52 weeks 
of NBC-Red stations for the WLS 
National Barn Dance, effective Oct. 4. 





Thomas C. Gooch named chairman 
of board for KRLD Corporation, 
operating station for Dallas (Texas) 
Times-Herald. Replaces E. J. Kiest, 
deceased. 





Army-Navy Prepares Censorship 


Policy; Affect Newscasting Mostly 





Washington, Sept. 16. 
Concrete plans for comprehensive 
Federal censorship over vital de- 
fense information, involving both 


Army and Navy operations, are be- 
ing drafted, though application is 
not contemplated now, Congress 
learned Monday (15). Acting Sec- 
retary of the Navy James Forrestal 
and Acting Secretary of War Rob- 
ert Patterson confessed joint scheme 
is under discussion against the pos- 
sible American entrance into war. 

Details were guarded, though let- 
ters from the ‘little cabinet’ members 
indicated the authorities are not con- 
cerned about the domestic situation. 
Any restrictions, however, undoubt- 
edly will apply completely to radio, 
because of the eavesdropping pos- 
sibilities, and it is considered un- 
likely there will be any difference 
between what can be published for 
home consumption and what can be 
sent abroad. Any control would be 
pointless if foreign snoopers were 
able to pick up info here and relay 
it home by secret means. 

Noting the War Department tries 





to keep up to date on all such mat- 
ters, Patterson told the House Mil- 
itary Affairs Committee the ques- 
tion of strict, compulsory press- 
radio supervision is being examined 
so the Army will ‘have in readiness 
for use in event of an emergency 
which requires them the necessary 
information for the control and regu- 
lation of the transmission of infor- 
mation into or out of United States 
territory in such manner as will best 
safeguard the interests of this coun- 
try. Forrestal commented that legisla- 
tion may be required to carry out the 
ideas, and both officials emphasized 
President Roosevelt’s approval has 
not been obtained yet. 

Debatable point whether statutory 
authority would be required to put 
leg-irons on radio. Though the Com- 
munications Act specifies program 
content cannot be bluepenciled by 
Federal agencies, the ‘national 
emergency’ clause—giving the Presi- 
dent power to suspend regulations 
and take over facilities in order to 
safeguard the country—may be broad 
enough to. permit control merely 
through an Executive Order. 
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MOST ACTIVE AIR AGENCIES 





THAT ALL MAY SHARE 


There’s something rather eerie and terrible about the power 
of a radio microphone, like a bread poutice, to draw out, sooner 
or later, the core of a bigot’s bigotry. Give a bigot enough radio 
and he'll eventually let his hatred down to cover him spiritually 
like a Ku Klux nightgown. 





Nature seems to compel the bigot to share, with other bigots, 
his true thoughts. A radio microphone produces something 
akin to the biological mystery that forces a salmon to leap over 
dams so that it may spawn. 


racial intolerance and hatred has been 
Bpawned over the air. Twice would seem to be enough. But 
meantime it is perhaps an encouraging sign, against much that 
is not, that even his best friends are frankly telling a former 
hero that he made a fool of himself. America is still a work- 
ing democracy when an open attack On one race is regretted, 
if only as a tactical blunder. 


Twice in six weeks 


Meantime radio may take some comfort from the fact that 
bigots usually produce an antiseptic reaction from a nation that 
is still capable of being shocked by the muck of a racial and 
religious hatred. Quite a few bigots during 20 years of radio 
history have finally blurted out what they really meant. 
Usually they have blurted and blotted out themselves simul- 
taneously. At least there are cases in California, in Kansas, in 
Michigan. 


CANARY FOODS 
RETURNING T0 
RADIO 





Harry Savoy, Russ Brown 
Set for Schaefer Show 





Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Harry Savoy and Russ Brown, 
comics, and writers Dave Schwartz 
and Eddie Davis have been set by 
Saul Reiss of the Dolan & Doane 
agency for the Schaefer beer show 
in the east on NBC. 

Program with Allan Reth’s music 
replaces the Col. Stoopnagle comical- 
ities. 


Fineshriber Shortwave 
Aide to Ed Chester 


William H. Fineshriber has been 
named director of shortwave pro- 
grams for CBS. He will report to 
Edmund Chester, director of short- 
wave broadcasting and Latin-Ameri- 
can relations. 

Fineshriber has been director of 
the network’s music } coperunent. 





Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Two of the canary food companies, 
gtandards on radio and Mutual for 
g0ome time, return again to the ether 
wave of MBS this season. Hartz 
Mountain Bird Food, through the 
George Hartman agency, goes on a 
weekly stint of 15 minutes at 11 a.m. 
@tarting Oct. 12. 

On Oct. 19, the American Radio 
Warblers will be on for the Amer- 
{can Bird .Products at noon for 15 
minutes weekly. through the Weston- 
Barnet agency. 

Both shows are on 


WCCO’s Bible Quiz 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

WCCO has a Bible quiz, based on 
Sunday school lessons given over the 
air preceding the quizzes. 

There are two teams for each quiz, 
comprising bright Sunday school 
students from the different com- 
peting churches. 





Sundays. 








San Francisco. aided Campbell 
is new KYA night receptionist and 
secretary to John Liviny=tone, Coast 
manager of International Radio 
Sales. Also new a‘ KYA is Joseph 
McCuan, account executive former- 
ly with KYOS, Merced. 


Five-Man Orchestra for FM Station 








With Roth’s Orchestra 


Chi Tribune Station Mostly Uses WGN Staffers, Has 


Own Salesman, Gates, Barnes for Disc Operations 


en to the new 
course, there has been 
tie-up with manufac- 
are cooperating in 

more FM receivers. 


{urging people to list 
station. Of 
considerable 
|turers who 
|drive to call 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Chicago Tribune’s FM__¥ station, | 
W59C, gets under way Officially on 
Sept. 21. For the most part opera- 
tion of W59C will be under the wing 
of the WGN personnel with Frank | 
Schreiber as overseer of W59C, Carl | 
Meyers as chief engineer and Bill | 
McGuineas as sales manager; all of 
whom hold similar jobs with WGN. 
One salesman, Charlie Gates, will 
sell only W59C time. Estelle Barnes, 
formerly with WAAF, will serve as 
program director of W59C, but this 
refers primarily to disc operation. 
Henry Weber, musical director of | 
WGN, is named musical chief for the 


the Chicago area 
this pumber is 


| FM receivers in 
‘at this time, but 
jumping rapidly. 

Zenith Radio Corp. has had its 
FM station in operation. for some 
now on a schedule from 8 a.m. to 1 
a.m. and has built up a loyal audi- 
ence. There is no commercial time 
'on the Zenith station, and Eugene 
McDonald states that the plans call 
for a continuing of this policy. 





FM outlet. | W59C will have rates up with a 

Musicians union has set a new )|few days and there will be a con- 
scale for FM. which is considerably |certed drive by that station, WGN 
lower than the scale for the regu-|and the Tribune to give the FM 


|transmiiter a quick boost for imme- 
| di ate public acceptance, 


lar stations. Also has set a five-man 
orchestra. } 

Chieago Tribune has been back- 
ing up W59C with much editorial | 
Space, but the WGWN station itself 
will drum up listeners for the FM 





O.—Jack Fitzgerald, of To- 
has re- 


Toledo, 
ledo Chamber of Commerce, 


| stitute announcer. 


stations with special announcements 


It is estimated there are some 3,000 | 





TWO DEAD nEAT 





Young & Rubicam’s Produc- 
tion List Not Far Ahead of 
Ruthrauff & Ryan Agency 


BUSIEST YEAR 





Young & Rubicam will have a 
record number of commercial 
grams on the this 


There will be 14 night-time 


pro- 
fall. 
shows, 


networks 


a.m. half-hour. 


with 11 night-time programs and two 
daytime strips. It also makes a new 
high for R. & R. 

R. & R. this fall will be repre- 
sented on the air every night of 
the week but Saturday, whereas 
Y. & R. will have some show going 
each night but Monday and Satur- 
day. Following is how the schedule 
looms for Young & Rubicam: 

SUNDAY 


William L. Shirer (Sanka). 

Silver Theatre (Int. Silver). 

Jack Benny (Jell-O). 

Screen Guild (Gulf). 

Helen Hayes (Lipten’s Tea). 
TUESDAY 

"We the People’ (Sanka). 

‘Battle of Sexes’ (Molle). 

Derothy Kilgallen (J. & J.). 

Burns & Allen (Lever). 


WEDNESDAY 
‘Manhattan at Midnight’ (Ener- 
gime). 
Eddie Canter (Bristol-Myers). 
THURSDAY 


‘March of Time’ (Time Mag). 
‘Aldrich Family’ (General Foods). 
FRIDAY 

Kate Smith (General Foods). 

Meanwhile the Y. & R. daytimers 
consist of: ‘Home of the Brave,’ 
‘Joyce Jordan,’ ‘Bright Horizon’ and 
Kate Smith for General Foods and 
Dorothy Kilgallen for Johnson & 
Johnson. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan's night-time 
commercials wiil have the following 
schedule: 

SUNDAY 
‘The Shadew’ (Blue Coal). 
Geodwill Hour (Sterling). 
MONDAY 

*Vox Pep’ (Emerson Drug). 

‘Brewster Family’ (Quaker Oats). 

Lanny Ress (Campbell). 

TUESDAY 

‘Ceurt of Missing Heirs’ 

Bob Burns (Campbell). 

Lanny Ross (Campbell), 

WEDNESDAY 

‘Big Town’ (Lever). 

THURSDAY 


(Sterling). 


FOR LEADEROHIP 


— ———~ 





Thompson Continues Ward 





four daytime scripts and a Saturday | 
Not far behind in net- | 
work activity is Ruthrauff & Ryan | 


To Centralize Go 


LaGuardia Appoints W. B. Lewis, CBS, 


vernment Radio 


Shows and Washingtonians Ain't Glad 





Spot Buys of S.K. Ellis 
Agency Until December 





J. Walter Thompson, which re- 
cently took over the Ward Baking 
has advised the stations in- 
volved that the spot contracts placed 
by the predecessor agency, Sherman 


|agencies with radio activities 
| mayor, 
| Civilian 
| sent 


acount, 


K. Ellis, will be continued until ' 
| Dec. 31, 1941. | 
Thompson as yet has no other | 


‘FLATTERING BUT UNTRUE’ 


radio plans for the account, 








Can’t Hear WFIL Program In New 
England, Says Clipp 





Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 
WFIL today (Tues.) filed a motion 
in U. S. District Court to dismiss 
the action brought by Yankee, Inc., 


’* 
dl 
| 


,them of Lewis’ designation. 


Washington, Sept. 16. 
Move by Mayor Fiorello LaGuar- 
dia to make Wilbur B. Lewis, CBS 
v.p. in charge of programs, the direc- 
tor of all broadcast activities in con- 
nection with national defense has 


'already caused a whirlwind of re- 


Government 
The 
as head of the Office of 
Defense, today (Tuesday) 
a letter to the heads of the 
Navy, War, Treasury and Justice de- 
partments, along with the Office of 
Emergency Management, informing 
His let- 
ter indicated that the assignment had 
the approval of the President. 
Attempt of the New York mayor 
to centralize all Government domes- 
tic broadcasting activities under 


sentment in various 


| Lewis’ direction is probably going to 


meet with some opposition from 
other department heads themselves. 
No bureau here appears willing to 
let radio program control slip out of 
its hands. 





New England magazine, which seeks 
to enjoin the ‘Swap Shop’ program 
on WFIL. Roger W. Clipp, 
manager of the station, declared that 
the suit ‘may well have been a pub- 
licity stunt’ by the magazine, in 





iS. C. 


| Swap 


| lin, 





Majer Bewes (Chrysler). 
FRIDAY 





‘Grand Central Station’ (Lever). 


| Ruthrauff & Ryan daytime serials | 
comprise ‘Big Sister’ and ‘Aunt 
both Lever Bros. 


| Jenny,’ 


a | 


| 





'turned to WSPD, Toledo, as a sub-! 


Wife of Bill West, WTMV, 
Gets Cash and Property 


St. Louis, Sept. 
William H. West, of 
WTMV, East St. last week 


was ordered to pay his estranged | 
wife $300 a month alimony by Cir- 
cuit Judge Maurice V. Joyce, at | 
Belleville, Ill, as the court granted | 
Mrs. West a separate maintenance 
decree. Additionally West was di- 
rected to pay his wife’s lawyer $400, 
transfer $800 work of stock to her, 
give her $2,000 from the sale of the 
radio station he heads, pay all of her 
unpaid bills contracted before Mon- 
day (1) and give her the family 
automobile and household goods. 
Mrs. West’s petition alleged West’s 
income was $1,000 per month. While 
West did not personally contest his 
wife’s charge that he had been asso- 
clating with another woman he filed 
an answer in which he made a ¢ater- 
gorical denial of all her allegations. 


16. 
head man 
Louis, 


territory. 

WFIL has been conducting the 
program since September, 
1940. Title of the program ‘Swap 
Shop’ is not infringement 
magazine’s column (‘Original Yan- 
kee Swappers Column’) 

The allegation in the magazine’s 
suit that WFIL’s program was heard 
in New England in direct competi- 


general | 


an | 
effort to spread itself into the Philly | 


of the | 


During his leave of absence from 
the network CBS will maintain 
Lewis on his regular salary. Douglas 
|Coulter, his aide, will run the CBS 
program department. 





NOT QUITE A 
COMMERCIAL 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 





tion with the Yankee programs 


fact.’ 

The magazine, published in Dub- 
N. H., conducted radio pro- 
grams on WEEI and WNAC, Boston, 
but discontinued them for the sum- 
mer. 

The WFIL program is a sustainer 
and is used as a ‘clearing house’ for 
spot announcements. Listeners are 
invited to exchange things they want 
to get rid of with other dial-tuners. 
Since its inception, ‘Swap Shop’ has 
been handled by Announcer Jack 
Steck. 


ia 





WORD-WSPA, Spartanburg, S. C., 
have opened branch studio at Greer, 


Ss | 


flattering to WFIL but remote from | 


| WMFG, 
| ginia, 


KSTP has sold its University 
Minnesota football broadcasts 


of 
to 


| Shell Oil, but during game’s progress 


‘there cannot be any commercial. 


| Station provides sponsor a 15-minute 


preview before the kickoff, and then 
45-minute review and musical 
show, with Leonard Leigh and the 
studio orchestra, together with high- 


lights of other contests, immediately 
after the games. Halsey Hall, Star- 
Journal sports writer, airs the grid 


battles play by play. 

Broadcast also goes to the Minne- 
sota Radio Network, comprising 
KYSM, Mankato; KROC, Rochester; 
KFAM, St. Cloud; WEBC, Duluth; 
Hibbing, and WHLB, Vir- 


Roper Study Excites Sponsors 


Interviews—Paul Kesten 


Columbia’: ales department i 
under pre re from various of 
account disclose the program 
involved in the sales effectivene: 
chart contained in its latest elabor- 
ate promotion piece, ‘Roper Counts 
Customers.’ The network went out 


| of its way in compiling this chart to 


preventing any one from guessing 
the identity of program and product, 
but it indicated last week it would 
be willing to reveal these identities 
if all the clients involved were 
agreeable. The data happens to be 
a year old and if the identities were 
revealed all CBS accounts would, 
CBS figures, get a keener insight to 
the relation of time and program 
costs to actual sales. 

Meanwhile CBS does propose to 
place with each agency two sets of 
blueprints of Elmo Roper’s own 
worksheets as far as they affect the 
agency's accounts, so that the agency 
could turn one set over to the client 
and retain the other. These prints 
will show a breakdown by cities, a 
breakdown by income level and a 


| Curiosity Aroused on CBS Study Based on 10,000 


Edited Piece Personally 


breakdown by educational and age 
group Also information that is 
common to other accounts’ pro- 
gram CBS, however, will exercise 
ome withholding of data when it 
comes to competitive products. Lever 
Bros., for instance, won’t be shown 
Colgate’s sales effectiveness but it 
will be given data showing what 


share of the total market is held by 
competitive products. 

The study, which rates as.the most 
exhaustive yet turned out by the in- 
dustry on the subject of sales effec- 
tiveness, is based on 10,000 carefully 
selected interviews. Marked by its 
simplicity and incisiveness of 
method, the study proves by a series 


of analyses and charts how the pro- 
duct use or purchase is higher 
among listeners to each CBS pro- 
gram than among non-listeners to 
these programs. This plus margin 
runs anywhere from 30% to 101% 
and averages 53%. Paul Kesten, 


CBS v.p. did the editing and most of 
the rewriting on the promotional 
book 
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NBC’s Latin Associates May Pick Up 
Mutual's DX of Louis-Nova Fight 


aan 


If any of the South American 
stations affiliated with NBC want to 
take the shortwave broadcast of the 
Joe Louis-Lou Nova fight Sept. 29 
it will be okay with Mutual pro- 
viding there are no local Mutual 
affiliates and the Mutual account of 
the event is picked up. WGEO, 
Schenectady, will shortwave a Span- 
ish version of the fight round-by- 
round, with Julio Garzon, managing 
editor of La Prensa, Buenos Aires, 
working from ringside. Two S. A. 
stations, LRI, B. A., and HCJB, will 
be paid by Gillette for the rebroad- 
casts. Other S. A. outlets will have 
to do it on the cuffo if they want it 
and will be required to carry the 
commercials. 

WGEO will also shortwave the 
baseball world series in the direction 
of S. A., while WGEA will direct the 
same broadcast toward Europe. 
WRUL, Boston, will have a Spanish 
broadcaster give his own version but 
from the Mutual account, Red Bar- 
ber and Bob Elson will do the play- 
by-play and there’s a possibility that 
Gillette will bring in Bill Corum 
for the color. 


Mutual-Gillette Games 
Shortwave to So. Amer. 
Via WGEO, Schenectady 


Schenectady, Sept. 16. 
WGEO and WGEA, Schenectady 
short wave stations of the General 
Electric Company, will broadcast 
the World Series games for Mutual 
and Gillette Safety. This will be the 
third year the Schenectady DXers 
have been given permission to take 
the play-by-plays from the Mutual 
web. WGEO, a 100,000-watter, will 
beam on Latin-America while Red 
Barber and Bob Nelson are describ- 
ing the contests via WGEA, toward 
Europe. 
WRUL, Boston, Mass., 
short wave the Series. 








will also 


Montreal French Version 
Montreal, Sept. 16. 

World series will be aired in this 
city by Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
stations, French and English, direct 
from New York and/or St. Louis, 
as the case may be, in English while 
the French play-by-play version will 
be given by Roland Beaudry over 
CBF. 


BBC to Pay Performers 
Working Service Shows 


London, Aug. 29. 

Equity has succeeded in steering 
a ruling through BBC which will re- 
move a pain from inside vaude ranks 
doing air duty. Where the bunch 
were playing a service camp and 
BBC ran a wire into the entertain- 
ment, none of the performers re- 
ceived any fee for the ether end of 
their act. New ruling will see tal- 
ent getting a regulay air fee for any 
wired stuff. 

Setup had long been a sore point 
to the players, who squawked they 
were taking the life out of their ma- 
terial by ethering it with no mone- 
tary recompense. 











NBC AWARD TO XEW 


Mexican Station Gets Plaque from 
Royal for ‘Cooperation’ 








Mexico City, Sept. 16. 

Local radio station KEW (150,000 
watts), largest air service in Mexico, 
operated by the Emilio Azcarraga 
interests that also own radio station 
XEQ (50,000 watts) and the Cine 
Teatro Alameda, swanky frontline 
cinema here, has been awarded its 
second American prize for enterprise 
and  progressiveness. XEW won 
VarieETy’s plaque for the best show- 
managership in Latin America for 
1940. 


The new award, a plaque, was be- 
stowed by NBC as a token of ap- 
preciation for XEW’s cooperation in 
exchanges of programs with the 
American air enterprise and its web 
in Mexico. It was delivered by John 
F. Royal, vice-president of NBC, to 
Othon M. Velez, manager of XEW, 
in a simple ceremony, 


> 


London Calling 


Sa Ap A tn Ann i i i 





Enid Cruikshanks, opera star, did 
a radio stunt of crooning ‘There I 
Go.’ Said she fell into the habit 
through doing request sessions at 
munition factories, where the pop’s 
preferred. 





Charles Coborn celebrated his 89th 
birthday with a radio date on ‘Mon- 
day Night at Eight.’ Comedian sang 
his oldtimer, ‘Man Who Broke the 
Bank at Monte Carlo.’ 





Alvah Liddell, ace BBC news com- 
mentator, uncovered a mystery bari- 
tone voice when guesting on the new 


Vic Oliver-Sarah Churchill show. 
His name was not announced till 
after the song session. 

Growth of the ‘V’ sign urge has 
seen BBC banning all use of the 
Morse equivalent in anything going 
out over the air. This hits pop 
| tunesmiths who'd included the dash 
| dot, ete., in their melodies. 

Recorded voices of John Barry- 
|more, Ellen Terry and Herbert Tree 
| will be used by the BBC Drama 
|Dept. in giving listeners Shakes- 
} pearean excerpts. 


Leon M. Lion accepted bid from 
BBC Repertory Company to-guest- 
star for one month. Actor will do 
excerpts from ‘Number 17,’ ‘The 
|Chinese Puzzle’ and ‘Escape,’ plays 
with which his name has long been 
associated. : 











Willard Robison getting a 30-min. 
song biography on discs, session 
tagged, ‘Uncrowned King of Jazz.’ 





‘Crooks Tour’ 1s being revived as 
a serial. Aired first in 1940, script 





Revamp NBC Blue Schedule 











was taken up by British National 
ifor filming. Nanton Wayne and 
| Basil Radford will repeat their roles, 
| series having been waxed when lat- 


iter player was on leave from Army. 


Mutual’s agreement to carry the 
variety hour, ‘Music Hall,’ has made 
session a target for vaude talent 
normally sidestepping radio. 

‘Information Please’ being stretch- 
ed to 45 mins. in response to urgent 
fan requests. 








has been fashioned into dialog by 
Spike Hughes; scripter did a simi- 
lar job for BBC on ‘Frankie and 
Johnnie.’ 





Cole Porter’s ‘Miss Otis Regrets’ 





| ‘Town Hall of Air’ to Run 9:15-10:15 P.M. Thursdays 
as Hillman-Clapper Get 9 O’Clock Niche 
+ seiietnininlactinaitipa 


NBC:Biue  has_ reshuffled its 
Thursday night schedule for the fall 
so that Trimount Clothes, with Wil- 
liam Hillman and Raymond Clapper, 
will have the 9 to 9:15 period, ‘Town 
Hall of the Air,’ the 9:15 to 10:15 
stretch and ‘Behind the Headlines’ 
(Newsweek) the next 15 minutes. 

The sustaining ‘Treasury Hour’ 
which has been on the Blue from 
8:30 to 9 p.m. Tuesdays will be 
moved to the Wednesday 9-9:30 p.m. 
period, preceding the half-hour 
which Camel cigarets has bought 
for ‘Penthouse Party,’ starting Oct. 8, 





WRNL, Richmond (Va.) News- 
Leader station, has FCC permit for 
1,000 to 5,000 watts power increase, 
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ar Joy’s (RCA) Ist 
Radio Commercial Since 


1937 Is Bendix Show 


Leonard Joy, musical director at 
RCA-Victor recording studios in 
New York, will be the conductor of 
the band on the Bendix Corp, spon- 
sored U. S. Treasury show which 
debuts on NBC-Blue Sept. 30. Joy 
hasn’t worked in commercial radio 
since 1937. He’ll conduct a 22-piece 
orchestra and 14-piece choir. 

Barry Wood will be permanent 
m.c., the hour (9-10 p. m.) using 
name guest artists to back him up. 








SOVIET EMBASSY SETS 
FACSIMILE RECORD 


Washington, Sept. 16. 
Possible long-distance record for | 
regular facsimile transmission is be- | 
ing set by the Russians, with the 
Soviet Embassy here receiving all 
its current news from Moscow via 
ultra-high frequency images. De- 
tails of the system are not known 
to U. S. engineers, although samp!ts 
of the tape—bearing remarkably 
clear Russian symbols—have been 
shown a select few friends of em- 
bassy attaches. 








There’s nothing particularly new 


in the use of facsimile for such pur- 
poses except that the Embassy now 
relies 100% on this form of com- 
munication to get the latest dope 
from home and is thought to be the 
only diplomatic unit so up and com- 
ing. Engineers have been aware the 
Russians were developing some novel 
technique, closely guarded, and have 
a general idea of the channels em- 
ployed, but various technical aspects 
have not been disclosed. 

Soviets have erected a large listen- 
ing post and receiving center on the 
outskirts of Rock Creek Park, the 
first foreign embassy with such a 
setup. They cannot get a license to 
install transmitting equipment, how- 
ever, under the anti-alien provisions 
of the Communications Act. 





EDNA KENNELL AT WEBR 


Ruth Paige Who Retires 
For Motherhood 





Replaces 





Buffalo, Sept. 16. 
Edna Kennell, woman’s voice from 


WHEC and later WHAM, Rochester, 
has taken over five-a-week distaff 
program over WEBR for Adam Mel- 
drum & Anderson, department store. 
Replaces Ruth Paige, in private life 
Mrs. David Keppel, who is to be- 
come a mother. 

Besides this comment shot, Miss 
Kennell also will write commercials 
for store’s two other daily shows on 
WEBR. disc-filled Noonday Revue 
and Cy King’s newscasts. 
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Full of Slow Explosive’ 
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“ROPER COUNTS CUSTOMERS” is just off the press, under the CBS 


imprint. It offers what its title promises ...a careful measurement of 


sales results, a scientific count of actual customers won by CBS adver- 


tisers as a direct result of their radio programs...with every other 


sales and advertising effort scrupulously winnowed out. 


It is not a little study, made big. It is a big study, pressed into 


compact form. It is really forty separate studies of forty different pro- 


grams—each nation-wide in scope, each as thorough as Roper, each 


basically related to the other thirty-nine—and all forty packed tight 


between its covers. 


It speaks quietly but with, we think, tremendous force. It names 


names...and dates...and places. We doubt if anyone can think 


about radio advertising in quite the same terms before and after 


reading this readable but challenging report. 


It was more than a year In the making. It will mean even more, 


we think, a year from now than right away. It does go deep. It is, as 


one thoughtful reader observed, full of slow explosive. 


For your copy of this comprehensive study, ‘phone or write to 


THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM - NEW YORK CITY 


AT'S WHAT U.S. 
VERNMENT Aaks 


Further Meetings Expected 
With Col. William Dono- 
van Now That Broadcast- 
ers Have Been Tentatively 
Informed of Washington 
Views 








—_——— 


HUDDLE WITH FCC 


Washington, 16. 
As soon as the Office of Coordina- 
tor of Defense Information, headed 
by Col. Wm. J. Donovan, has com- 
pleted a series of conferences with 


Sept. 


the Federal Communications Com- 


mission on technical matters the net- 
works and others active in interna- 
tional shortwave broadcasting will 
again be brought to Washington and 
advised of the Government’s pro- 
posed broad plan for reaching the 
entire world with news programs. 
The meeting held in Donovan’s of- 
fice last Wednesday (10) with this 
representative group was to advise 
them in advance of what might be 
expected of them after details had 
been worked out with the FCC. 

It was disclosed at the past week’s 
meeting that the shortwave stations 
would be expected to extend their 
operations to 20 hours a day and_that 
more attention would have to be 
given to directing their signals to 
other parts of the world than South 
America. The talks with the FCC 
will concern issuing permits for in- 
creased power and new antennae 
and it will be on the basis of the 
results obtained by Donovan’s office 
in the FCC discussions that the co- 
ordinator will suggest large scale 
expansion of new s_ programs 
throughout the world. 

A good deal of shadow-boxing ap- 
parently took place at last week’s 
meeting. Some observers feel it was 
lamentably indefinite, especialiy in 
giossing over the matter of finance, 
They feel, too, that the government- 
ites were deceived by the mild be- 
havior of radio reps who, following 
the traditional ways of radio reps, 
grumbled before and after but not 
at the meeting. 

Lack of practical Government pro- 
posals, an absence of any thinking 
through of the shortwave problem, 
and demands that can only be met 
by expenditures running into mil- 
lions of dollars all gave radio men 
an impression of wandering ideal- 
ism. Radio men are not overlooking 
that 20 hours double shifts of broad- 
casting and stepped up power (new, 


expensive transmitters) and more 
languages can easily pile up a 
staggering overhead. 

The radio trade clearly believes 
that if it does not do as the Govern- 
ment wishes oe shortwave the ‘or 
else’ is Government takeover of this 
function This idea has been con- 
veyed. Unofficially of se. But 
onveyed. It account for tne radio 
rade accepting a reailties aiterna- 
tives which, not being ‘official,’ some 
Washingtonians apparently feel free 

'to describe as ‘far-fetched.’ Mean- 
ling as of this particular week in his- 
tory. 

The Washington ‘hints’ as under- 


stood by radio men amount to this: 
‘whatever the financial sacrifice of a 
fuller shortwave schedule might be 
to the broadcasters, keeping the 
service in private hands should be 
worth the price.’ 

And the broadcasters are inclined 
to agree, 

Indeed there is no real dispute on 
general broaa issues since the gov- 
ernment seems disposed to accept the 
basic thesis that it is good democracy 
to retain the form and identity of 
free enterprise in American short- 
wave instead of having it, as in other 








countries, a frolic of the bureau- 
crats. 
Hannibal (Me.) Courier-Post on 


air with new station, KHMO. 
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NBC, CBS Insist They'll Go to Court 


Unless FCC Junks Anti-Monopoly ‘3. c9c%0"2" 
Rules: Attack MBS’ ‘Partial Retreat’ 














unreasonable to freeze a growing 
business by a rigid time formula. 
NBC Lawyer Raps MBS 
In one respect, CBS and NBC 
This time, the at- 
threw the most 


web with a money-hungry tag and 
accusing it of being nothing but a 
program switchboard. Burns took a 
poke, however, with the remark that 
Mutual is the ‘most articulate propo- 
nent’ of the FCC p:oposals, but 
seemed content to let Cahill do most 
of the riding. 

Great emphasis was laid on 
undesirability of upsetting the status 
quo in such a crucial period. Both 
NBC and CBS -emarked the govern- 
ment is clamoring fo more and 
more gratis time to put over US 
national defense ideas and bolster 
morale, protesting it is the height of 
nerve to expect the industry to be 
open-handed while knocking the 
economic foundations loose. This 
argument drew sneers from Chair- 
man Fly, who told Cahill no matter 
what the general situation is he'd 
still expect NBC to protest that the 


the | 





Benny’s Indecision 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Because Jack Benny can't 
make up his mind whether to 
shove off on the new season from 
the Coast or New York, his 
writers, Bill Morrow and Ed 
Beloin, are eyebrow deep in a 
dither. Comic insists on locale- 
coloring in the script and the 
3,000 miles in between makes a 
difference. Seasonal debut is 
Oct. 5. : 

They straddled the dilemma 
by pounding out two sheafs, east 
and west, and keeping their 
fingers crossed lest he decide to 
take off from Chicago. 














time was inopportune to apply such | 


reforms. 

The round-the-table procedure was 
stressed by Burns, with a 
reminder to the Commission that the 


| Securities & Exchange Commission, 


—_—_—_—— + 
Washington, Sept. 16 How Hooper Rates "Em 
Two senior networks Friday (12) 
propositioned the Federal Communi- hy Hine 
cations Commission about junking Ten top-ranking evening shows 
the drastic anti-monopoly reforms for September as given by the 
and going to work on a new regu- | Hooper survey are: 
latory statute that would let every- : . ; 
body know where he stands. Coun- Edgar Bergen.......... --+- 19.4 
tering Mutual’s suggestion for a Walter Winchell........... 18.3 
quantitative formula, fixing the time | Lux Radio Theatre........ 17.1 
which might be optioned exclu-| ‘Aldrich Family’........... 16.3 
sively. both NBC and Columbia re- | Badie Cantor... .cciscessess 468 
newed appeals for a workable law Maxwell House.......sscoee 139 
in place of the antiquated measure} Kay Kyser.............. oo. 12.6 
now being used by the kilocycle| ‘Mr. District Attorney’..... 12.3 
cops as justification for ordering! One Man’s Family’........ 11.6 
sweeping changes in business prac- Kraft Music Hall....... pee 
tices. 
> atc j ¢ } 1 is- 

Pe Rigg Mingg aoe os to yg mousiy ; endorsed, though CBS and | 
into court—probably in New York NBC still feel longer term network- 
—if the FCC majority persists in outiet agreements are imperative. | 
outlawing exclusivity in regard to Mutual earlier suggested that, under 
either program service or time calls, ene POSSE LESIONS = me substitute 
but announced willingness to take ‘ules. three-year tickets would be 
part in a cooperative movement to *nded out without injuring the 

7 public or handcuffing the regula- 


protect the industry and public alike 
with a statute not so subject to 
widely differing interpretations. Mu- 
tual had no comment on this idea, 
impatiently demanding action which 
will enable it to enter markets | 
where difficulty has been experi- 
enced. 

Reaction of the crackdown ele- 
ment on the FCC was not clear, 
though Chairman James L. Fly was 
disposed to ridicule the demurrers 
of NBC and CBS. For the most 
part, the regulators just sat and 
listened, with only Commissioner 
T. A. M. Craven, leader of the pro- 
testing minority, throwing out a few 
questions that showed he has not 
given up the fight. Commissioner 
Paul A. Walker, uncompromising 
chain foe, was content to leave 
everything to Fly, except a couple 
of questions about the Mutual tie- 
up of the World Series. 

The Mutual idea of slicing the 
broadcast day into three segments 
and allowing networks to get lim- 
ited exclusive time calls on af- 
filiates was further modified at the 
argument, but even the latest con- 
cession made no material difference 


to NBC and CBS. Only other par- | 


tors. On the whole, the 
sue is only incidental, so little time 
was wasted on this phase 
controversy. 

In briefs filed simultaneously with 
the arsument, both NBC and CBS 


|stuck firmly to original contentions 


the Commish has no legal right to 
tell the industry how to conduct its 


business affairs. Determination to 
thrash this issue out in court—re- 


gardless of the confidence of FCC 
lawyers that there is ample justifica- 
tion for specifying what license- 


license is- | 


of the | 


| 
| 


holders can do in signing up with | 
chains—was obvious throughout the | 


legal documents. Objections were 
repeated that the reforms go far be- 
yond the powers conferred by Con- 
gress and violate the ‘due process’ 
clause of the United States Con- 


stitution, besides injuring. not 
benefitting, the public. 
The semi-exclusive contract idea 


advanced by Mutual is preferable to 
the FCC proposal to put all chain- 
affiliate relations on a catch-as-catch- 
can basis, John J. Burns and John T. 
Cahill, NBC and CBS attorneys, re- 
spectively, agreed, but under no cir- 
cumstances is it entirely satisfactory. 


ticipant, John Shepard, was gener-| Burns warned it still would put 
ally against any limitations on af-|radio in a_ regulatory _ straight- 
filiation arrangements of regional | jacket, and would be particularly 
webs. | injurious if business declines. The 

Two-year licenses were unani- NRC brief maintained it would be | 
= 

















The selection of WSAI by the 4 largest depart- 
ment stores and 7 local breweries indicates the 
station which is used most by those who know 


Cincinnati best. 


NBC RED AMD BLUE—5.000 WATTS NIGHT AND DAY 


CINCINNATI’S 


REPRESENTED: 8 y IN TER 





OWN STATION 


NATLONAL 
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which he served for several years, 
got along very well taking those it 
regulates into its confidence. The 


1940 investment trust act, Burns re- 


marked, is the product of calm dic- | 
| cussion and as a result had the full | 


support of the companies. This 
process would avoid very serious 
problems and eliminate much pain- 
ful confusion, he opined. 
Jeer Mutual’s ‘Retreat’ 

Mutual's partial retreat from a po- 
sition of unqualified approval of the 
proposed reforms caused the older 
networks to engage in a little jeer- 
ing. Burns commented the rookie 
now acknowledges not all restraints 
on competition are to be condemned, 


adding that Mutual has constantly 
progressed, despite the practices 


about which it originally squawked. | 


Cahill followed this up with the ob- 
servation that ‘the most ardent’ sup- 
porter of crack-down philosophy 
now envisions ‘serious difficulty in 
operating’ under the 
conditions. 

The vagueness of the act, the ex- 
cellent service rendered by the in- 
dustry, and the uncertain times are 
strong reasons for calling things off 
and marching on Congress, Cahill 
said. Terming the regulations ‘ideals’ 
rather than practical conditions, he 
said the present is a ‘singularly in- 
appropriate time’ to make over the 
industry. Even if the Commish does 


—as its attorneys insist—have the 
power to impose such command- 
ments, this power shouldn’t be ex- 


| ercised now. 





| rushing’ to 


Mutual was charged by the NBC 
spokesman with attempting to use 
the Commish to avoid making expen- 
ditures such as the senior chains 
isked. He said MBS seeks to gain 
i position which it has been un- 
uble to achieve and cannot until its 
‘rather wealthy stockholders’ are 
Willing to use some of their capital. 

Formula suggested by Mutual— 
exclusive options on not over four 
out of each five hours in the three 
brackets—would lay undue empha- 
sis on commercialism, both Cahill 
and Burns protested. Idea that a 


web could reserve only as much 
time as it used the prior year is 
even worse. Cahill said that MBS | 


proposal is ‘the acme in commercial- 
ization,’ instead of encouraging more 
public service. Burns argued that 
if the business is going to be entire- 
ly competitive there will be ‘frantic 
get time and sponsors, 
automatically cutting down sustain- 
ing programs. The public is bound 
to suffer, both lawyers contended. 
The original idea of having differ- 
ent time-call maximums according 


to the number of outlets in a mar- 
ket is both needless and hard to 
apply, Caldwell said in modifying 


his proposal. He acknowledged as 
long as there are any options, sta- 
tions are going to tie up primarily 
with one particular web and give it 
all the breaks possible. Compli- 
cated engineering and practical prob- 
lems are another reason for drop- 
ping all such limitations, as it is 
difficult to agree what stations should 
be considered in determining the 
degree of competition. As illustra- 
tion, he cited Detroit, noting two of 
| the five stations don’t cover the 
whole metropolitan area; when 
Windsor is taken into consideration, 
it’s almost impossible to say whether 
Detroit is a _ three-station, four- 
station, or six-station town. 

The idea also was disliked by 
Craven. While it may be possible 
at this stage to have different limi- 
tations according to the number of 





stations, the rule would have to be 


pointed 


Commission’s | 


altered if another major network 


comes along, he noted. 

While Mutual stil! would prefer to 
outlaw all exclusivity, the quantita- 
tive scheme is ‘the maximum to 
which we don't object,’ Caldweil 
explained. Although there might be 
some undue restraint on competition, 
no such condition could be perpet- 
uated if option clauses of contracts 
were negotiated annually. The 
MBS attorney still is convinced the 





up a single minute more than it 
used in a prior year, if there is to 
be room for everybody. 
Yankee’s Opposition 

The Yankee-Colonial opposition 
advanced by Paul D. P. Spearman 
was principally against the original 
Mutual idea of allowing exclusive 
calls on only one and one-half out of 
each five hours in situations where 
there is only one plant. Also 
|squawked against prohibiting net- 
work options on the prior between 





Stahlman, Now in Navy, Still AWOL, 
So Far as James Fly Is Concerned 





| Washington, Sept. 16. 
Though ordered by U. S. District 
| Judge James W. Morris to show up 
| James G. Stahlman, Nashville Ban. 
| ner publisher now on active duty 
; with the Navy, won't be on hand 
fen time soon for quizzing in con. 
| nection with the FCC's hearings on 
| newspaper ownership which resume 
| Wednesday (today). After giving 
notice of intent to appeal, the former 
| president of American Newspaper 
| Publishers Association—who defied 
| the Commish on advice of his coun- 
| sel got a stay of the effective date, 
— his appearance indefinite. 
The hearings are expected to con- 
tinue for several weeks, according to 
| Chairman James L. Fly, though 
Commish attorneys have been re. 
| ported far from through with their 
|job of getting more accurate and 
|comprehensive information. At sev- 
eral sessions a month ago, the FCC 
got black eye when subordinates in- 
troduced exhibits with glaring er- 


|rors and deficiencies and expert wit- 


‘nesses talked glibly in 


rules should not allow a web to tie | 





|11 p.m. and 8 a.m. (because it would | 


j}upset the Yankee news schedule) 
and the provision that contract re- 


generalities 
with little exact knowledge of vari- 
ous phases of either the radio or the 
publishing business. 

In some quarters it has been ex- 
pected the FCC would back down re- 
alizing it grabbed a bear by the tail, 
but Fly showed no disposition to 
give up in affirming the renewal 
would occur as scheduled. Hints 
have been dropped high administra- 
tion people are irate over the boners 
which marked the first stage of the 
inquiry. 





Expand Healey Show 


Schenéctady, Sept. 16. 
Col. Jim Healey, who has since 
July been doing news commentary, 


| poetry and philosophy on 6:45-7 a.m. 


|newal negotiations could not be in- | 


itiated until 90 days before expira- 
tion. 


In New England, anyway, nobody 
but Yankee-Colonial seems _inter- 
ested in serving oOne-station towns. 
National chains aren’t clamoring for 


kets, Spearman explained. If re- 
gional webs cannot serve these little 
communities, the public will suf- 
fer severely, for the 
plants in such spots are unable to 
spend much for talent, even if it 
|were available. Yankee-Colonial, 
| being the Mutual outlet, needs more 
|option time, in order to care for 
|both the national accounts coming 
|via MBS and its own business. 
Further, the regionals need more 
| latitude so they can book opposite 
| the weak national programs, since 
| they obviously cannot oppose the 
| big-time features. 

The anti-dual rule was touched 
| only in the NBC brief, which put a 
| lot of weight on financial aspects of 
the issue. The eldest skein re- 
|}minded the regulators it has $19,- 





time, since they prefer the big mar- | 


spot three mornings weekly for P. 
Lorillard’s Union Leader Tobacco, 
over WGY, Schenectady, will move 


ito 6:05-6:15 p.m. block, Monday 
through Saturday, starting Oct. 6. 
|In increasing the time from 45 
to 60 minutes weekly, lLennen 
|& Mitchell, agency on the ac- 
count, will add a second product 


} 


operators of | 


line, Beechnut Cigarettes and Beech- 
nut Chewing Tobacco. The latter 
will be plugged on alternate nights. 

Healey also airs at present over 
WTRY, Troy, for Central Super 
Markets. 


(including $3,000,000 for sustaining 


talent and $3,600,000 in wire 
charges). Shotgun divorce would 


involve a huge financial loss, since 
the affiliation contracts cannot be 
assigned to any new operator and 
the only thing NBC has to sell are 
one full-time and one half-time sta- 
tions. The NBC brief insisted there 


| is competition between the Red and 


| 


ithe Blue, noting each has its 


own 
not go 
of the 


sales organization, but did 
into a detailed refutation 


| 000,000 tied up in property and has | sizzling criticism from the Commis- 


annual operating costs of $17,900,000 ' sion majority. 
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WHEN AN IRRESISTIBLE 
FORCE... 





MEETS AN IMMOVABLE 
OBJECT... 














Someone Geis Caught 
in a Squeeze! 


Today it’s the manufacturer, faced with 
an ever-diminishing margin of profit. His 
cost of production has risen enormously 
due to higher taxes, higher hourly wages, 
and the increased cost of raw materials. 
Meanwhile prices have risen compara- 
tively little. And price ceilings bar the 
possibility of passing the increased cost 
of production on to the consumer. Yet 


there is a way out... 





\ ITH production costs and selling prices 
‘Y more or less out of your control, it becomes 
necessary to lower your cost of distribution to pro- 
tect your margin of profit. And you can lower your 
distribution cost dy getting more out of the advertising 
dollars you spend, 

Chances are that you’ve already recognized 
radio as the most economical national medium. 
But today many radio sponsors are examining 
their set-up anew—measuring their coverage not 
merely in volume, but in eficiency—in what it costs 
them per thousand Iisteners. 

It is precisely under such measurement that the 
Blue stands up best. And, depending upon such vari- 
ables as number of stations, etc., the Blue costs from 
eleven to thirty-six percent less per thousand issteners. 
The reason becomes obvious when you consider 


these advantages of the Blue: 


NATIONAL BROADGC 






“HE'S BEEN THAT 
WAY EVER SINCE HE 
PUT HIS PROGRAM 
ON THE BLUE” 





Lower Your. Cost o 
Distribution 


by Buying BLUE! 








ECONOMICAL BY DESIGN— Blue Network stations 
are located in the Money Markets where buying 
power is heaviest. As the number of Blue stations 
rose from 64 to 110 in the last 16 months, the 
basic strategy of the network remained the same— 
to cover markets, not just areas, to provide sales where 
selling is most profitable, 


ECONOMICAL WITH POWER—Some networks 
offer a large number of 50 kw stations, but remem- 
ber that while power is not a/ways effective, it is al- 
ways expensive. The Blue has high power stations 
where power is needed—elsewhere conserves its 
power and your budget. 


ECONOMICAL IN COST PER STATION—The 
famous Blue Plate’’ system of discounts was 
originated to encourage the use of the coast-to- 


Enjoy sales through the air with the greatest of ease—pay 
from 11% to 36% less per thousand listeners! 


coast Blue Network. As you expand your network 
you receive savings up to 20% of your total time 
cost, naturally leaving more money in your bud- 
get for talent. 


ECONOMICAL IN TALENT—Bolstered by the finest 
sustaining schedule of news, sports, and public ser- 
vice programs on the air, Blue sponsors enjoy an 
audience as loyal as it is large. Blue evening com- 
mercial programs have a CAB average of 10. 
And they have achieved this amazing record with 
a talent expenditure of 44% ess per quarter hour than 


their major network competition. 


a 
a © om 


If current conditions suggest the need of lowering 
your cost of distribution, let a Blue salesman show 
you the way out of your trouble! 


‘ASTING COMPANY-—A Radio Corporation of America Service 








NEW STATIONS! MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS! Jn she past four months, the Blue Network has added § new 
stations (2 in major markets). Four other stations (including KQV, Pittsburgh and WCBM, Baltimore) “go Blue’’ on 
October 1. In the same period, 11 Blue stations completed important improvements— 8 stations increased their power. In 
addition, 28 station improvements are now under way—20 power increases (including WWVA's increase to $0,000 watts), 
6 frequency betterments and 2 new transmitters and antennas 
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Paine of ASCAP Addresses Indies 
In Chicago Next Week; Lafount 


Doubts Breakaway From N.A.B. 


oe, Page svat sume UTAH GOVERNOR USING. : 


invitation ad- 
dress the National Independent 
Broadcasters, Inc., when the latter 
opens its convention at the Stevens 
hotel, Chicago, Monday (22). Harold 
Lafount, N.I.B. prez, has declined to 
take seriously the report in the 
trade that the convention will be 
faced with strong pressure from a 
small but determined group of inde- 
pendent broadcasters to adopt a 
resolution favoring mass resigna- 
tions from the National Association 
of Broadcasters. 

The advocates of this resolution, 
it is said, will argue that the N.A.B. 
is in no way representative of the 
non-network stations and that these 
independents could accomplish more 
for themselves by maintaining com- 
plete autonomy. 


SPECIAL GROUP STUDIES 
RADIO'S MATERIAL NEED 


Washington, Sept. 16. 

Special committee to study the 
material and equipment needs of 
broadcasting and other forms of 
communications was created Sept. 
5 by the Defense Communications 
Board to offset the danger that 
bottlenecks in industry may hamper 
expansion of radio, telephone and 
telegraph. The body will be a link 
with the Federal officials in charge 
of making priority schedules and 
allocating raw materials for various 
defense and civilian uses. 

The DCB displayed great concern 
about the possibility that various 
types of communications will suffer 
from diversion of equipment and 
materials—notably aluminum, rub- 
ber, copper, plastics and other essen- 
tials— from normal trade channels 
to the industries producing guns, air- 
planes, and other articles needed for 
military purposes. Assurance of 
priorities for materials needed to re- 
pair and maintain radio receivers is 
not considered ample protection, and 
no provisions have been made pre- 
viously for allocating transmitting 
apparatus between different users. 


of ASCAP, will on 











ENGLAND SALUTES MEXICO 


U.S.A. Also Observes 121st Birthday 
of Republic—Citizens Pleased 








Mexico City, Sept. 16. 

Uncle Sam and John Bull paid 
radio homage to Mexico on the oc- 
casion of her 12lst birthday (16) 
as a free nation. Both the New York 
and London broadcasts were highly 
appreciated in this country. It is es- 
timated that they were heard by 
around 10,000,000 persons, for this 
was a unique radio tribute. The 
British program was of singular sig- 
nificance because Mexico severed 
diplomatic relations with Great Bri- 
tain May 13, 1938, as the then Pres- 
ident Lazaro Cardenas took umbrage 
at a stiff note London sent regard- 
ing expropriation of the Mexican 
Eagle Oil Co. (Royal Dutch Shell), 
and there has been much talk of 
late about a resumption of those re- 
lations. 

The U.S. program was handled by 
CBS with the rendition of Mexican 
music and song and an address by 
Rafael de la Colina, Mexican consul 
general in New York. The Mexican 
end of this program was handled by 
local station XEQ, linked to a web. 

Reception of both broadcasts was 
excellent. 





Wisc. Regional Active 


Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 

Prospects for a revival and en- 
largement of the former Wisconsin 
Broadcasting System are seen in the 
fact that the nine state stations com- 
prising Wisconsin Network, Inc., 
were fed through WEMP last Thurs- 
day night for President Roosevelt’s 
talk, again for the American Legion 
convention and for several other 
programs originating in and about 
Milwaukee. 

Feeding of the state stations is for 
free, their only expense being for 
line charges. While Wisconsin Net- 
work Inc., has been doing O.K., it 
is figured much more satisfactory 
program service can be supplied to 
listeners by having a metropolitan 


or 





SPECIAL STATE LOOP 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 16. 
Frank C. Carman of KUTA (NBC- 
Blue) last week inaugurated a state- 
wide network affiliation to function 
twice-weekly with a gubernatorial 
fireside chat. Stations joining hands 
include, KVNU, Logan; KLO. Ogden; 





Cedar City and KUTA, Salt Lake 
City. 
At opening sesh Governor Herbert 


his own fireside and talked for 15 
minutes on activities and happen- 
ings in the state government. Ad- 
ministration of all state agencies will 
be taken up in turn. 


KOVO, Provo: KEUB. Price: KSUB, | 


B. Maw sat in his shirt sleeves by | 


Rintoul Station Opening 
_ But Boss Stays With 





Stamford, Conn., Sept. 16. 

WSRR, Stephen R. Rintoul’s 1400- 
kilocycler is preeming tomorrow 
(17). Rintoul will continue with the 
Katz Agency, leaving operation 
new station to Slocum Chapin, 
manager, and Bill Voss, program di- 
rector. 
Flock of advertisers already set 
| 


- 


| 


| with WSRR, Connecticut’s nearest to 
|New York City, practically assures 
|broadeaster’s operating in black 
| from first day. 
Announcing staff ,includes Gail 
Smith, ex-WNYC; Ted Rush, John 
| Wilson and C. Mitchell, latter two 
'from NBC page school. Marjorie 
| Johnson, ex-WTAM, will be in 
| charge of femme fare. 





Minneapolis — Staff shifts send 


Charles Ross from WCCO here to | 


|KDAL, Duluth, as announcer, and 
| Dick Link from WCCO's ‘Bob ’o 


| Links’ to WLOL as production man- | 


ager. 





Deseret News Opens Radio Page 


The E. Katz Agency Discusses With Stations Whether Local or National 


Should Be Most Emphasized—Durham Is Radio Ed. 





Salt Lake City, Sept. 16. 

The Deseret Evening News this 
week created radio history in Salt 
Lake City by adding a full radio 
page to Saturday evening edition. 
Co-operation between radio and 
press has been on the up-swing for 
some time but this development 
strongly marks the difference from 
six years ago when local newspapers 
did not carry even the daily listings. 

Discussion of policy was invited 
by the mewspaper at a luncheon 
given for representatives of the sta- 
itions and the advertising agencies. 
Chief bone to worry over was 
whether or not the sponsor’s name 
| should appear in connection with 
write-ups of programs. Decision was 
against this, in the hopes of keep- 
‘ing the page to its maximum of edi- 
torial interest. 
| Another point brought up was the 
| suitability of material and especially 








how much of it should be of na. 
tional. scope, and how much local. 
Opinions varied on this all the way 
from 90% national to at least 50% 
local. The subject of reviews was 
treated gingerly and no announce- 
ment was made ‘for the present.’ 


Mark Petersen, the new manager 
of the Deseret News is responsible 
for the innovation. Hé has named 
Wilby Durham as radio editor. Dur- 
ham has had a good deal of radio 
experience and has been plugging 
for a radio page for months. 

A telephone survey among their 
circulation will be made shortly to 
determine reaction. 





Greenwood, S. C—WLI3, new 
station, opened here with Dan Cros- 


land managing. Calhoun Mays and 
Cc. C. Featherstone, Jr.. own and 
operate layout. 











the move IS fo THE MUTUAL 


MA 1&2 





THE AMERICAN 








__ Wedacotsy, September 17, 


1941 


VARIETY 


RADIO 37 





ODANIEL’S NEW BISCUITS 





Apostle of the Far West 


Art Kemp of CBS Not Selling Just His Own Pay- 


check 


Source 





San Franctsco, Sept. 16. 

Art Kemp CBS Coast sales chief, 
is off on a month's tour of Eastern 
agencies with an hour- long lecture 
on the ‘test tube’ radio markets of 
the west. Had speaking dates lined 
up with 20 agencies before he de- 
parted Thursday (11) and will stop 
off in Detroit, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Minneapolis, Cincinnati and_ St. 
Louis on his way back. Although 
he’ll have several presentations with 
him, Kemp’s major mission is to 
spread the gospel of the isolated, 





easily-surveyed and relatively low- 
budget market offered by the 11 
Western states. Agencies with trans- 
continentals which are beginning to 
wane will be urged to ‘test tube’ new 
shows on the Coast and thus have 
"em ready to toss into the breach 
when needed. 

Although Kemp’s idea is beneficial 
to western radio as a whole, he fig- 
ures he has enough ammunition ac- 
companying it to show prospects 
why the CBS Coast link should be 
the first choice proving ground. 





WHN Sas Delayed Disc 
Of Mutual Radio Show; | 


Western Electric Sponsois 





Western Electric will 


repeat | 


Thursday night (18) at 9 p.m. over 


WHN, New York, a program 
nally broadcast Sept. 


9 on 


origi- 
the 


Mutual network, but not outleted by 
WOR due to a baseball game over- 


run on time. 


The WHN repeat is on 


purchased time for the benefit of 
employes of Western Electric’s plant 


at Kearny, N. J., 
Sept. 9 program 


Fulton Lewis, Jr. W. E. via 


from whence the 
vas originated by 


WHN 


makes it possible for the hired hands 
to belatedly hear their own broad- 


cast. 


Fulton Lewis series. is 


called 


KTBI Tacoma, , Functioning 


Tacoma, Sept. 
independent 


16. 
KTBI, new here 
now into its second week of broad- 
|easting. More than 2,500 persons 
visited the studios during the open- 

ing period. 

Edward Jansen, formerly with 
KSFO, San Francisco, and KOL, 
Seattle, is general manager; Fred 
Pelger, program director; George 
Johnson, musical director, and E. S. 
Robinson, sales manager. 

Station, at 1400 ke, began commer- 
cial broadcasting with more than 100 
accounts already sold. 


is 





‘Your Defense Reporter’ and is ar- 
ranged by the National Association 
of Manufacturers. 

















MARKS ARE CHANGIN G 





September 12th, P. Ballantine and Sons moved into the 9:30-10:00 


p.M. Friday night position on Mutual, bringing the gay, new laugh- 


packed “3 Ring Time” to the air. Charles Laughton, Milton Berle, 


Shirley Ross and Bob Crosby's Orchestra are the backbone of an enter- 


tainment extra which will sell Ballantine’s Ale and Beer over more 


than 


“3 Ring Time”, 


75 Mutual stations, coast-to-coast. 


direct from Hollywood, is the second Volume Plan 


program which J. Walter Thompson has entrusted to Mutual. General 


Cigar’s Raymond Gram Swing, perennial favorite of fabulous listen- 


ing audiences was the agency's first Mutual program — and success. 





... America’s ONLY Station-Qperated Network 


"= CENATOR SAYS 


WEEPS FOR TEXAd 


Since Moving to Washington 
the Broadcaster - Turned - 
Politician Has Kept Up 
Air Contact With Home 
State—Tells Homefolks 
How Much Rent He Is 
Paying and About Wife’s 
Lumbago 


SADLY ABSENT 


Washington, Sept. 16. 
W. Lee (‘Pass-the-Biscuits- 
| Pappy’) O’Daniel, former Governor 


of Texas, hasn’t forgotten the folksy 
touch and the power of radio, even 
though he is now a U.S. Senator. It 
was radio that made him both Gov- 
ernor and Senator. 

From an apartment (which he ex- 
plained to Texans, in a recent broad- 
cast, was costing $360 a month), the 
Texas biscuit-passer keeps up a run- 
ning patter of comment on life in the 
Nation’s Capital and tells his con- 
stituents all about the O’Daniels’ 
family life. Regular Sunday morn- 
ing broadcast, over 15 Texas stations 
is plattered each Thursday and 
mailed to the various transmitters— 
complete with renditions by the 
Senator’s imported Hill-Billy Band. 

Declaring that ‘she’ll work me 
over for telling off cn her, but it’s 
o,’ O’Daniel told his Texas listeners 
recently that Mrs. O’Daniel was suf- 
fering from lumbago. 

‘It looks as if the longing for all 
this (the O’Daniel ‘home on the 
range, in the beloved state) has 
settled in her back,’ O’Daniel de- 
clared. ‘For she can hardly move 
about from some cauve or other—I 
guess they call it lumbago. 

Other domestic tid-bits concerning 
the O’D.’s concerned Mrs. O’Daniels 
homesickness for her canary and her 
goldfish. 

‘She always had her 
explained. 


goldfish,’ he 
‘Something happened to 


them all but she still has her gold- 
fish bowl—I guess they all drowned 
“ hen they found out we were mov- 
ing from Texa 
Song Broke Her Up 

Thus does the dark, serious-look- 
ing Texas solon entertain his rapt 
audience in the home state. Exe 
plaining that he had taken his wife 
to a motion picture show (‘to get 
her mind off home and children’), 
he related that when the orchestra 


started playing “Ton ne on the Range’ 
he looked at Mrs. O’D., who ‘had her 
face covered with her handkerchief.’ 





(At this point in the transcription, 
| O’Daniel’s _hill-billies tly played 
‘Home on the Range.’) 
Continuing the description of the 
picture O'D Yaniel aid that his wife 
forced to leave by a é ree] 
y | - 
one lc e 
n P% e Se é iC- 
( i? to the newspaper ac 
d te “ave the theatre. be e the 
rila I "€ ed i¢ to 
| think of something.’ (And, at this 
point the O’Daniel band played 
‘Just Before the Battle, Mother’) 
A song comp sed by the Senator 
| (‘Beautiful Texas’) was ung and 


the former Governor put in a plug 
for the purchase of Defense Bonds 
and Savings Stamps. 

The sample program concluded 
with a short statement by O’Daniel 
as follows: 

‘And so, with Texas Rose and the 
Hill-Billy Boys singing that inspir- 
ing old hymn, ‘Jesus Savior, Pilot 
Me,’ and the reading of that little 
poem, ‘Walking with God,’ we come 
to the close of this little visit from 
your Texas Senator away up here 
in the Nation’s Capitol, with you 
folks in your homes or wherever 
you may be. Let me again urge 
you to go to the church of your 
choice today and every Sunday, and 
take the little boys and girls along 





with you.’ 





oe 
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Oakland Super -Grocer y ixec Telling he saaik “Wain tid 


Convention of Big Radio Ballyhoo 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16 


will monopolize the only 


Radio 


open session of the annual Super 


Market grocers convention here to- 
morrow (17). Charles Crouch, pres- 
ident of Lucky Stores of Oakland, 
will explain how a radio merchandis- 
ing tieup with KGO-KPO, NBC sta- 
tions in San _ Francisco, pushed 
radio-advertised food products. 

A 27-minute condensation of a 60- 
minute KGO broadcast, presented as 
a free show in Oakland auditorium, | 
motion pictures and colored slides 


MV 


90,000 WATTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 





— 




















The - 

spot 
advertiser's 
preference 
inthe 


TELUS 
wealthiest 
per capita 
market 


Ask any Radio Sales office 
for more information dbout 
WJSY, one of the seventeen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 


| had 


| cial sections. 


will be used by Crouch to illustrate. 
The presentation was planned and 
nlanted by Milton Samuel, chief of 
the KGO-KPO press department, 


who came east for the purpose. 


Frisco formula, Crouch 


had his 21 stores acting as hosts at | 


a two-hour program of KGO-KPO 
talent in Oakland 
Through a tieup with the Oakland 
Post-Enquirer (Hearst), the show 
four weeks advance build up 
with daily plugs, plus several spe- 
In all ads, pictures of 
radio artists were carried alongside 
the products which sponsor them on 
the air, with program time given in 
addition to the usual sale price of 
the merchandise. 

To obtain admission to the audi- 
torium, customers had to register for 
tickets with more than 40,000 names 
and addresses coming across the 
counter. Several thousand were 
turned away from the jam-packed 
auditorium show, hour of which was 
broadcast on KGO and repeated by 


transcription on KPO the following | 


night. 

Set-up has excited much interest 
in the grocery trade, one Texas 
super-market operator 
special trip to Frisco to attend the 
original broadcast. Super markets 
represent only 3% of the nation’s re- 


| tail food outlets, but they do around 
30% 


of the biz. 

Radio entertainment at the Wed- 
nesday session will be Lanny Ross, 
presented by his CBS (Campbell 
Soup) sponsor. 


explains, | 


Auditorium. | 


making a | 


Total 
Still Off 


Denver, Sept. 16 
Local units got off to a good start 
for the fall past week, 
registering a gain of 5.1 Network 


season the 


biz also picked up, but the total was | 


which 


seasonal 


held down by national spot, 
hasn't as yet reflected the 
to fuller schedules. 


aa Comparative Unit (¢ ount | 


% of 

Sept. 13. Sept. 6. Change. 

| Network 7,925 7,810 +1.4 
Local 6,280 5,970 + 5.1 
Nat'l Spot 1,850 2.511 —2.6 
Total . 16,055 16,291 —1.4 
KFEL, KLZ, KMYR, 


| (Included: 


KOA, KVOD) 


‘CINCY POLITICO ASKS 
"CLEVE. STATION PERM 


Cleveland, Sept. 16. 
Charles Sawyer of Cincinnati, 
Ohio Democratic national committee- 


men, has asked the Federal Com- | except Sunday, will be fed to WEAU,/| tes around the tea tabie. 


munications Commission for an okay 
to build a new Cleveland radio sta- 
that will be chiefly 
coverage. 

Politician is requesting 5,000 watts 
power, a wavelength of 1,300 kilo- 
cycles and right to operate 19 hours 
|per day. Intends to use network 
shows ‘only as long as they do not 
|interfere with my northern Ohio 
programs,’ declared Sawyer. 

Cost of station would be $62,000. 
|There are at the moment only four 
stations in Cieveland—NBC-owned 


' tion 


WTAM, John Patt’s Indie WGAR 
and WHK and WCLE, which are 
owned by Cleveland Plain Dealer, 


; morning newspaper, 


FPO FFHGFFFF FFF $6666 66FFS 6464466646664 6446446446664 
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ACCOUNT 
American Chicle Co 
Anacin 
Aspertain , ; 
Atlantic Refining.... ie rer 
Brown & Williamson Tobacco Co 
Bulova Watch Co.... 
Cat’s Paw rubber heels 


Clabber Girl baking powder......... 


Drake Bakeries........ 
Ex-Lax 


| Flex-O-Glass Mfg........ 


Foster-Milburn 
General Mills 
Great Atlantic & 
(coffee) 
Griffin Mfg. 


(Doan’s Kidney Pills) 


Meeker PrORBets. ... 0 cccccccces 
Howard Clothes 
International Salt Co 


Active National Accounts 


SHESFSSFESESSESHESSESSES ESSE SSSSESSCFESSESEFSSCSSCESHEOSCESHEOS 


-- Blacke 


Pacific Tea Co. 


+++ 


TIME 
AGENCY PURCHASES 
.Badser & Browning. Announcements 


-Blackett-Sample-Hummert.% Hours 
tt-Sample-Hummert.'4 Hours 
.N. W. Ayer ....Football Games 


Russel M. Seeds...... ....'44 Hours 
eo ae See Announcements 
-S. A. Levyne........ Announcements 


Pollyea Adv 

Young & Rubicam 
Joseph Katz . Announcement? 
.Presba, Fellers & Presba 9-Mins. 
-Spot Broadcasting...Announcements 
-Blackett-Sample-Hummert.!; Hours 


Announcements 
.. Announcements 


Paris & Peart Announcements 


Johnson & Johnson (Tek tooth- 
brushes) 

Kellogg Co. (Pep) 

Thos. Leeming (Baume Bengue) 


Lehn & Fink 

Almond) BS 
Lever Bros. (Spry)... 
Manhattan Soap Co 
Marlin razor blades 
Mar-O-Oil shampoo 
Meadowgold ice cream 
Dees TOOEE WEMOS... 2. cer ccccccace 
Morton Salt Co 
National Toilet Co 


(Hinds Honey & 


Nu-Enamel Corp 
Old Gold cigarettes 


| Standard Brands....... 
| Swan Soap... UR ETULGE LOCA TE 
| Swift Premium hams........ 

Tidewater Associated Oil 
| Vick Chemical (VapoRub).......... 

Vitapep Products............ 
| Wilson & Co. (Ideal dog food) 


bao, Ws RE AG 5 5 eae xe 


. Bermingham, Castleman & Pearce 
Announcements 
.Leo Burnett re 1, Hours 
-Redfield-Johnstone . 1, Hours 
-J. M. Mathe Participations 
Ferry-Hanly Ann ement 
Keny &- Eckhar Announce 
Wm. Esty Announcements 
. Wm. Esty Announcements 
Ruthrauff & Ryan...Announcements 
.. Franklin Bruck Participations 
..Craven & Hedrick Participations 
. Hays MacFarland... 1, Hours 
Theodore Newhoff. ..Announcements 
Adrian Bauer...... Announcements 


- Klau, Van Pietersom, Dunlap.5-Mins. 
. Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham... 

Announcements 

Wm. Blair Baggaley...Participations 

J. Walter Thompson...Time Signals 


O’Sullivan rubber heels Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce.. 
Announcements 
Ovaltine Blackett-Sample-Hummert.'% Hours 
Par soap Tomaschke-Elliott ....Participations 
Penick & Ford (My-T-Fine desserts). BBD&O Announcements 
Philadelpkia Dairy Products (Delly 
Madisc6n ice cream) .Sheck Adv Participations 
Pinex Co ; R el M. Seeds .Announcements 
Lydia Pinkham Medicine Co Erwin, Wase} .. Announcements 
Quaker Oats (Sparkies)............. Ruthrauff & Ryan ...% Hours 
Rit dyes. ; . .-Earle Ludgin . Announcements 
Rockwood & Co. (candy) .... Federal Adv.. ......Participations 
| Southern Pacific Railroad......,...... Lord & Thomas.....Announcements | 
Standard Beverages................ -Emil Reinhardt .Participations | 


..-Kenyon & Eckhardt..Announcements 

Announcements | 

...J. Walter Thompson. Announcements 
. Lord & Thomas.... 


. Young & Rubicam 


. Morse International..Announcements 
.Cesana & Associates. ..Participations 

5-Min. News, 
vy Hour News 








| DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
| TIME LAST WEEK 








| 

TIME 

| STORE CITY PURCHASES 

| Hub Gee oe ee Bartmnore § ... . 63s saT7 Announcements 

ge” ee ee Oe ener Salt Lake ‘ity........% Hour News 
Joske’s Dept. StOre.....cccsiceoscee...5an Antonio........ Announcements 


local in| 


.Football Games 





Young & Rubicam is placing on 
meal «(General Mills). Campaign 
country and consist o 
first week at the rate of two a di 
at the rate of one a day for the fe 

Agency may also supplementary 
Soap) on the NBC-Red with tra 
few Columbia stations. 


40 announcements, 


Wheatmeal Blurbs Via Y&R 


e-minute announcements for Wheat. 
will extend pretty much across the 
with 10 to be run off the 
iv and the remaining 30 to be aired 
yllowing five weeks. 

the Burns and Allen hookup (Sy 


; an 
iscribed versions of the show 


ona 








LAND O’LAKES LOOP 


KSTP Show Fed to WEAU, KFYR, 


WDAY in Cooperative’s Area 


| - — 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 


Land O’Lakes Creameries, world’s 
up| 
KSTP for series of weekday | radio deal 
Programs, 


| 

| 

| largest cooperative, has signed 
with 

morning farm shows. 

' called ‘Land O'Lakes Newstime,’ will 


feature stars of KSTP’s ‘Sunrise 


'FLO ELLIS GABBING IN 
~ CHICAGO FOR RUSSER’s 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Russek’s fur shop here takes on a 
tie-up with the Drake 
Hotel’s swank Camellia House Start- 


jing Sept. 23 with a program on 


| Roundup,’ a hillbilly show; weekly | WGN tagged ‘Florence Bourke Ellis 


| 


tion’s farm editor, 
| headline flashes. 
| Series, running at 6:45 a.m. daily, 


and 


Eau Claire, Wis.; KFYR, Bismark, 
N. D., and WDAY, Fargo, N. D. It 
will be billed as a salute to North- 
west dairy farmers. 


TWO CHURCHES 
BUY ON WIND 








Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Two WIND 
| shortly as two first-line commercial 
The Midwest Bible Church 
starts a weekly 60-minute program 
(on Oct. 5, the First Baptist 
| Church of Oak Park takes a weekly 
Oct. 19. 
Both programs are for Sundays. 

Other WIND contracts include the 
Martin Kelly Co., 30 minutes once 
weekly, Malcolm-Howard; 


churches come on 
accounts. 
and 
shot 


45-minute starting 


through 


Standard Distributors, for Black and | 


White Cameras, 15 minutes weekly; 
Bankers Life & Casualty Co., five 
minutes six days weekly, through 
Lane, Benson, McClure; announce- 
ment schedules include Paul Beich 
|Candy Co., 12 announcements per 
week, through Arthur Meyerhoff. 
Conservation Committee of the 
Waste Paper Consuming Industries, 
28 announcements weekly, through 


the Olian agency; California Wine 
Cé. 18 announcements’ weekly, 
through Irvin Meyerson. 

WGN _signatured Russek’s Fur | 


store to a weekly 30-minute period | 


starting Sept. 23. 


Comparative I nit Count —| 


© of 

Sept. 13. Sept. 6. Change. 

Network 9,880 9,610 2.8 
Local . 7,101 6,877 3.2 
Nat'l Spot 12,190 11,902 2.4 
Total 29,171 28,379 2.4 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, 


WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


DES MOINES PEPPY 


9.7% — Spot 
Lagger 


Local Up Only 


Des Moines, Sept. 16. 
Network and local units gave evi- 
dence of a bit of autumn briskness 
the past week. The latter 
especially active, piling up an 
okay gain of nearly 10%. 


category 


was 


~ Comparative Unit Count 


% of 
Sept. 13. Sept. 6. Change. 
Network 7,240 7,135 +-1.4 
Local 3,668 3,343 +-9.7 
| Nat’l Spot.. 2,986 3,058 —2.3 
MOORE Ades 13,894 13,536 +-2.7 
WHO) 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, 


Amer. Chicle Buys News 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

With the signing up of American 
Chicle for three news periods, KSTP 
now has another complete sell-out 
on all news shows. 

Company bought ‘Highlights in 
Headlines,’ airing weekdays at 5:45 
p.m. Plugging Adams Clove gum, 
Chicle takes Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays. Richman, clothiers, 
has the other three evenings. 

‘Morning Newspaper of the Air’ at 


7:15 a.m. daily is sold across the 
| board to Model Launderers. Same, 
goes for “‘Tomorrow’s Headlines’ at 


10 p.m. daily, while Manhattan Soap 
and Minit Rub share ‘Midday News.’ 


| guest artists; Val Bjornson, the sia- | 
the day’s| 


at the Drake.’ 

It will be one of us-girls shows on 
| WGN handled by Miss Ellis who 
| will chit-chat with guest personali - 
Will be 
|a weekly 30-minute shot. 
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WESTERN 
WASHINGTON 


Marhet 


Box! 


Served by 


KOMO 


Just as the sides of a box 
are rigil, so are the limits 
of the Western Washington 
Market served by KOMO in 


| 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Seattle. These limits are 
Canada to the North, the 
Cascade Mountains to the 


East, the Pacific Ocean to 
the West, and the Portland 
Market to the South. 


In this area live 62% of 
Washington State’s popula- 
tion. They control 64% of 
the retail sales, 66% of the 
buying power, and have 
$107.00 more to spend than 


the average American in 
normal times. 95% of 


these people own radios. 


Defense appropriations in 
the Seattle area total one 
billion, eighty-five million 
dollars, leading the nation 
in government purchase per 
‘apita. 


More people buy more in 
the Western Washington 
Market. 


Represented Nationally by 
Edward Petry & Co. 


Statistics from 1940 U. S. Census Re- 


port & Seattle Chamber of Commerce 


KOM O 


| NBC :-: RED 
SEATTLE, WN. 

5000 WATTS 

DAY AND NIGHT 
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~ Pertussin Fall Campaign to WNEW; 
Bakery Signs Quincy Howe (WQXR) 


on 
vho 
ali - 
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New biz at WNEW for the fall and 
winter is reaching for a record, with 
a lengthy roster of new accounts and 
expansion of current contracts to 
polster the bid. Seeck & Kade (Per- 
tussin) have placed quarter-hour pe- 
riods, while Taylor Reed Corp. is 
using the station to introduce their 
new Tumbo chocolate pudding to the 
market. 

A spurt of new business to WQXR 
during the past week resulted in the 
sale of Quincy Howe, the station's 
featured news commentator, to Hans- 
com bakeries. Howe, heard every 
Monday through Friday from 9 to 
9:15 p.m., will be sponsored by the 
Hanscom Baking Corporation for an 
entire year beginning Sept. 22, ac- 
cording to the contract placed by the 
Ideas Advertising Agency. 

To enable their employees to hear 
a special broadcast of Fulton Lewis, 
Jr., which was aired over the Mu- 
tual network last week, Western 
Electric has bought time on WIIN 
on Thursday (Sept. 18) from 9:00 to 
9:15 p.m., and will rebroadcast the 
program which came from the 
Kearney, N. J., plant of the com- 
pany. This is one of the rare cases 
where radio time is purchased by a 
company to deliver a message to its 
employees, and because Western 
Electric has a multiplicity of plants 
—six different locations in the met- 
ropolitan area—radio is the best 
means of reaching all employees at 
once. Western Electric is currently 
calling attention to the WHN broad- 
cast with publicity, posters and an- 
nouncements at the plants. 

The broadcast, ‘Your Defense Re- 
porter,’ was originally heard over 
Mutual at 10:15 p.m., last Tuesday 
(Sept. 9) and was supposed to go 
over WOR by transcription at 11:30 


p.m., but because of the baseball 
game that night the program was 
not rebroadcast until after midnight 
—and by that time most of the 
Western Electric employees were 
asleep. 

WHN: Good Luck margarine, 


through Young & Rubicam, quarter- 
hour three times weekly; Franciscan 
Friars of Atonement of Graymoor, 
through Donald Peterson, renewal of 
‘St. Anthony Hour,’ half-hour pro- 
gram aired once weekly, for 52 
weeks; Griffin Mfg., through Ber- 
mingham, Castleman & Pierce, daily 
announcements, 52 weeks; H. B. 
Cough Drops ,through Horton-Noyes, 
station breaks, 16 weeks; Pinex Co., 
through Russel W. Seeds, six UP 
news periods weekly; Arrid, through 
Small & Seiffer, daily station 
breaks; Fairmont Creamery, through 
Joshua S. Epstein, renewal for 52 


weeks of station break contract; 
Lehn & Fink (Hinds Honey & AIl- 
mond cream), through Wm. Esty, 
announcements; Dill Co. (Espotabs), 


announcements; Street & Smith (Pic 
magazine), through Victor van der 
Linde, announcements. 

WMCA: Monarch Wine an 
through J. R. ‘Johannes 
Steel,’ three quarter-hour programs 
weekly, 26 weeks; Street & Smith, 
through Victor van der Linde, two- 
week announcement contract; Alvin 
theatre through Kayton-Spiero, one- 
week announcement contract; Con- 
servation Committee of the Waste 
Paper Consuming Industries, through 


Kupsick, 


Olian Adv., 12-week extension of 
announcement schedule (17 weekly); 
P. Lorillard Co. (Old Gold ciga- 
rettes), through J. Walter Thompson 
12. announcen ent: weekly 15% 
weeks; Ben Marden’s Riviera, ‘Rush 
Hughes Hughesreel,’ five quarter 
hours weekly; United Artists, one- 
week contract for 17 announcements 
through Buchanan & Co 

WNEW: Seeck & Kade, through 
Erwin Wasey, three 15-minute pe- 


Tiods three times weekly, 26 weeks; 
Taylor-Reed Corporation, through 

I. Tracy, for Tumbo chocolate 
Pudding, quarter-hour three times 
weekly, 13 weeks; Plough, Inc., 
through lLake-Spiro-Shurman, — six 
15-minute periods six times weekly, 
52 weeks; The Piso Company, 
through Lake-Spiro-Shurman, five 
minutes six times weekly, 20 weeks; 
Dellwood Dairy Co., W. I. Tracy, 
three 15-minute periods in addition 
to spot announcements for a period 
of 15 weeks; Street & Smith (Pic 
Magazine), quarter hour six times 
Weekly; Lorr Laboratories (Dura- 
B!oss Nail Polish), quarter hour three 
times weekly, 52 weeks, through 
H. M. Kiesewetter; Columbia Pro- 
tective Association, daily quarter 


hours in addition te spot announce- 
ments for a period of 13 weeks, di- 
Tect spot announcement business in- 
Cludes P. Lorillard & Co. (Old Gold 








Cigarets) 10 weekly for 16 weeks 
through J. Walter Thompson; Hurley 
Machine Co. (Thor Gladiron), six 
weekly for 13 weeks, through E. H. 
Brown; Brunswick Laundry of Jer- 
sey City, 25 weekly for 13 weeks 
(direct); Bulova Watch Co. for their 
50-word time signal announcements, 
60 a week through the Biow Co. for 
13 weeks; sponsors who bought ad- 
ditional time include Howard Co. of 
Newark, N. J., through the Levy 
Advertising Agency bought 4:45 to 
5 p. m., Tuesday through Saturday 
and 10 to 10:15 a. m., on Sunday. 
Howard currently sponsors Elton 
Britt, the singing cowboy at 1 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday; Abelsons 
are adding 5:30 to 5:45 p. m., Tues- 
day, Thursday and Saturday, this in 
addition to their 12:45 to 12:50 Mon- 
day through Saturday time and 4 to 
4:10 p. m., Tuesday through Satur- 
day period, and Barney’s Clothes 





bought, in addition to their other 
periods, 7:30 to 7:45 a. m., Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday, and 10:45 to 
11 p. m., Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. 

WOR: Olson Rug Co., through 
Presba, Fellers & Presba, five min- 
utes three time weekly, 13 weeks; P. 
Lorillard Co. (Old Gold cigarets), 
through J. Walter Thompson, an- 
nouncements during Happy Jim Par- 
sons, five days a week, plus one an- 
nouncement on Saturday, 154% weeks; 
William Underwood Co. (for Black 
Bean soup), through BBD&O, par- 
ticipations on the Bessie Beattie pro- 
gram five days a week, 13 weeks; 
Public Service Corp. of New Jersey, 
direct, renewal of ‘Have You Heard 
Danny Dee,’ five minutes once a 
week, and Time to Muse with George 
Hogan,’ 10 minutes once weekly, till 
forbid; Ronzoni Macarino Co., ‘Visit- 
ing Time with Happy Jim Parsons,’ 
quarter hour once a week, five and 
three-quarter weeks, 





Robert King has been named edu- 
cational director of station KTSA. 

Dick Haines has joined the an- 
nouncing staff of station KABC. He 
comes from KVOL, Lafayette, La. 





Ballantine Ale Buys Half-Hours 
On KHJ; Yeast Foam to KNX 





Hollywood, Sept. 16, | 
Just when things began to look 
rosy and all units roosted high, along 
comes dat ol’ debbil minus and 
throws the two big bread-winners, 
locals and national spots, for an 
uncomfortable loss. Network sales 
barely escaped the slump. 

KFI: Danya hand cream, 52 parti- 
cipations in Art Baker’s Notebook, 
through J. Walter Thompson; Guar- 
anty Union Life, 52 quarter-hour 
newscasts, through Stodel Adv.; 
American Chicle, 88 one-minute 
transcriptions, through Badger, 
Browning & Hersey; Lyon Van & 
Storage, 160 participations in Note- 
book, California Home and Bridge 
Club. 

KECA: Brooks Clothing, 312 quar- 
ter-hour newscasts, through Stodel 
Adv. 

KHJ: Ballantine Ale, 52 half-hour 
broadcasts of ‘Three Ring Time,’ 








through J. Walter Thompson; Healthe 
aides, 10 half-hour broadcasts by 
Victor Lindlahr, through Ruthrauff 
& Ryan; Bond Stores, 30 quarters 
hour newscasts, through Neff-Roe 
gow; Slavick’s jewelry, 30 participa- 
tions in ‘Rise and Shine,’ through 
Advertising Arts; Scheaffer pen, 30 
announcements, through Russel M, 
Seeds. 

KNX: Yeast Foam, 130 transcribed 
hour programs, through Benson & 
Dall; Red and White Stores, 52 half- 
hour broadcasts of ‘Tip of the Morn- 
ing,’ through Heintz-Pickering. 








{ Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

Sept. 13. Sept. 6. Change 

Network ., 12,234 12,218 0.1 
Local ..... 4,762 4,904 —2.8 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,522 1,616 —5.8 
BOONE 26a 18,518 18,738 —1.2 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KHJ, KNX) 
a 
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“Listening in the Barn” 


Above: 















REPRESENTATIVES: New York 
—Transamerican Broadcast- 
Ing & Television Corporation. 
Chicago—-WLW, 230 N. 
Michigan Avenue, San Fran- 
cisco — International Radio 
Sales, 
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THE McCORMICK FAMILY and WLW 


WLW ... a clear channel 


serving the MIDWEST! Programs with a 
distinctive sectionalized flavor are high- 


lighted features of the Nati 


Developed and produced for the sole 
benefit of the midwest farmer, they have 
linked together two great families. Such 
programs as WLW’'s “Everybody’s Farm,” 
“Boone County Jamboree,” news, market 
and weather reports are overwhelming 


favorites with the Burwell 
prominent Muskingum County 
living near Norwich, Ohio. 


station . is 


on’s Station. wheat, alfa 


Says Mr. Mc 
McCormicks, 
farm family 


Mr. McCormick, Chairman of the Mus- 
kingum County Farm Bureau is, at present, 
cultivating 300 acres devoted to corn, 


Ifa, and clover. There are 


seven children in the McCormick family. In 
recent 4-H Club Competition, two of the 
McCormick youngsters were selected to 
represent their fellow club members as 
judges in the Chicago Livestock Shows. 


Cormick: “We stay tuned to 


WLW because we get the programs we 
like best.” Proof enough... that WLW 


serves midwest RURAL AMERICAI 





THE NATION'S 


won VWterchandise-able 
x §TATION «x 
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Changes in San Francisco Market 
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Ralph Brunton Has 50,000-Watt License — Town 
Thinks KQW Sure for CBS—More Changes? 
casts + 


San Francis*o, Sept. 16. 


Marked changes in the Frisco 
radio picture are unticipated as a re- 
cult of the 50,000-watt construction 
permit granted Ralph Brunton’s 
KQW by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission last week. Most 
important is the possibility that the 
Columbia Broadcasting System will 
switch its affiliation from KSFO to 
KQW. If this happens, KSFO may 
be in the position of huntin, for a 
new home as the Palace hotel 
studios occupied by the outlet be- 
long to CBS. 


Columbia has long desired power 
parity with NBC and Mutual here, 
KSFO’s nighttime rating being 1,000 
watts against 50-kw KPO (NBC 
Red), 7,500-watt KGO (NBC Blue) 
and 5,000-watt KFRC (Mutual). 
Trade here takes it for granted that 
CBS will therefore switch to KQW, 
question uppermost in local minds 
being whether the web will make 
the change when the present KSFO 
contract expires in December or 
wait until KQW actually gets on the 
air with 50-kw, which will take 
about a year. At present both sta- 
tions operate on 5,001 watts daytime, 
1,000 watts night. 

Meanwhile KSFO, owned by As- 
sociated Broadcasters, of which W.I. 
Dumm is president, is understood to 
be mapping a las‘ ditch fight to 
block the grant and obtain a new 
wavelength and power boost for it- 
self. 

The FCC grant may also bring 
new faces into the local radio setup, 
as under its terms Brunton must sell 
KJBS, which he also owns. 

Despite defense shortages, Brunton 
anticipates few delays once actual 
physical construction gets under 
way. A transmitter has already 
been earmarked, and the present 
KQW tower will fulfill the minimum 
FCC requirements’ should _ steel 
shortages delay construction of a 
new antenna -etup, Brunton points 
out. Enlargement of the plant will 
be necessary, but the present struc- 
ture, located on the San Francisco 
bay salt flats near San Jose, was 
built with possible expansion in 
mind, Brunton adds. 


) = 





PHILLY BRIGHTENS 


All Units Gain—Wrigley Gum on 
WIBG 
Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 

Three new sponsors last week 
bought participations in WIBG’s 
| ‘Shoppers Jackpot’ show in which 
| cash is given away via the random 
telephone call. New Bankrollers in- 
clude Mrs. Filbert’s Margerine, and 
, Cellowax Co., both set through the 
C. D. Ferguson agency and Mrs. 
| Schlorer’s Mayonnaise, through May 
| Advertising. WIBG, now a part- 
\time 1000-watter, is skedded to go 
| fulltime at 10,000 watts early in ’42. 

Other new business reported by 
WIBG: Wrigley Chewing Gum, 42 
| spots weekly, 52 weeks, through 
| Vanderbie & Rubens; Rubin’s (elec- 
|trical appliances), one 15-minute 
| musical program weekly, 13 weeks; 
Ogontz Motor Co., 15-minute musi- 
cal program, 13 weeks; Theodore 
Huston (rugs), 273 spots; Shapiro 
Fur Shop, 273 spots. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 











% of 
Sept. 13. Sept. 6. Change. 
Network 9,305 9,275 +0.3 
eo eee 20,211 20,015 +0.9 
Nat'l Spot.. 5,453 5,351 +1.9 
Total . 20. 34,969 34,641 +0.9 





Happy Days in KSTP 


Minneapolis Sept 16. 

With agriculture in this section 
booming as the result of bountiful 
crops and higher prices and with 
advertisers eyeing this market more 
closely, KSTP will bring actual dirt 
farmers to the mike as one of the 
features of a new half-hour show 
in which 15 state and federal agri- 
|cultural agencies . will participate. 
Program’s avowed purpose is to cap- 
ture a still wider farm audience for 
the station. It will be aired at 6 a.m. 
daily. 

The dirt farmers, selected at ran- 
dom, will be interviewed regarding 
|farm problems and agricultural de- 
| velopments. 
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Here’s a winsome, sales- winning 


show-—cheery and charming— built 
around romantic duets and instru- 
meutal interludes, woven together 
by sparkling dialogue, that finds 
enthusiastic audiences everywhere. 
Ted Steele, radio's acknowledged 
master of the Novachord, is aided 
and abetted by lovely Grace Albert 
in 26 fifteen-minute programs of 
song and banter. 


Gay, intimate and decidedly in- 
formal, this series makes friends 
easily and quickly ... the kind of 
friends whose loyalty to a product 
ig persistent and unswerving. Its 









appeal and selling-power are tested 


and proved... it will work equally 


well for your products. 


Take “time out”’ to find out about 
this sales-making series from your 
local radio station. It has all the 
earmarks of a live show* because 
provision is made for three com- 
mercial announcements with Ted 
and Grace themselves setting the 
stage for each... helping to reflect 
to your message the friendly charm 
that this program establishes so 
readily. Hear it soon- 
charmed yourself! 


you'll be 


*Recorded NBC Orthacoustic 


Ask your local station for an audition 


--.or urite direct to 


a 6 e e + 
tio-Recording Division 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
A Radio Corperation of America Service 


RCA Bldg., Radio City, New York 
Merchandise Mart, Chicago * Trans-Lux Bidg., Wash., D. C. * Sunset & Vine, Hollywood 


| 


| them more untouched than any pre- 





K.C. LOOKS UP 
Autumn Biz Aids Units—Net Gains 
1.5% 

Kansas City, Sept. 16. 
Comeback to regulation fall biz 
which began a week or two ago 1s 
still under way, but still slight as 
it's likely to be until the nets get 
into full swing. All station man- 
agers agreed the summer past left 


vious summer, and consequent out- 
look for the new season is bright- 
ened considerably. 

Only dark cloud ahead is the 
change from daylight. saving to 
standard time which leaves its mark 
twice annually on the bookkeeping 
departments. Effect of this will be 
naturally heavier on the network 
affiliates than on other local out- 
lets. 











Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
Sept. 13. Sept. 6. Change. 
Network .. 6,905 6,800 +1.5 | 
Bese ... te 5,139 5,141 —0.03 | 
Nat'l Spot.. 6,000 5,949 +0.8 | 
Tetel ....0 18,044 17,890 +-0.9 | 
(Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, | 


KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 





BASEBALL FINAL 
SKINS UNITS IN 
“SAN ANTON 


San Antonio, Sept. 16. 
Local and national spot units took 





| casting, 





a drop this week as the local base- | 
ball season closed. Several sizable | 
contracts were closed for local time | 
making up part of the loss in local | 


units. 


KABC: The Clegg Co., five an- | 
nouncements; Southwest Tablet Co., | 
the Shafter-Parker Circus, Monday | 
through Friday for quarter hour; | 
San Antonio Seven-Up Bottling Co.., | 
sponsorship of 28 local high school | 
football games; O. R. Mitchell | 
Motors, for Plymouth, 13 spot an-| 
nouncements for four days; Wolf & 
Marx Co., three announcements per 
day; Gillette Safety Razor Co., box- 
ing match on Friday, Sept. 19; Men- 
ter Credit Clothiers, 28 announce- 
ments per week for 52 weeks; Smith 
Motors, Chevrolet, 10 announce- 
ments for four days; A. B. Poe Motor | 
Co., two announcements per day: | 
three-day rebroadcast of series be- 
tween Dodgers and Cardinals spon- | 
sored by Fomby Clothiers, Sunshine 
Laundry, Knowlten’s Creamery, Na- 
tional Bank of Commerce, First Fed- 
eral Savings & Loan Association. 
Scobey Warehouse, Chicken Shack 
and Suuton Real Estate Co. 

WOAI: Groves _ Laboratories, 
through H. W. Kastor, three quarter- 








| hour programs 


per week featuring 
| Red River Dave; Sears, Roebuck, five 


|announcements, direct; The Clegg 
|Co., three announcements, direct; 
| Liston Zander Credit Co., one an- 


j 


|}nouncement per week for one year, 
through Marion Johnson; Waverly | 
Fabrics, throuesh Anderson, Davis & 
Platte, three 75-word announcements 
per week on Leona Bender’s Women’s 
Page of the Aair;Missing Persons, 
for Duncan Coffee Co., through 
Steele Agency, five 15-minute pro- 
grams per week via the Texas Qual- | 





| 


| network; 


ity Network; Vick Chemical Co., 
through Morse International, three 
quarter hours per week sponsor- 
ship of Leona Benders Women's 


| Page of the Air; Bachelor’s Children, 


for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, through 

Benton & Bowles, five 15-minute pro- 

grams per week through the NBC 

Gulf Brewing Co., for | 
Grand Prize Beer, two quarter hours 

each Saturday, through Rogers Gano 

on the Texas Quality Network. 


Comparative Unit Count t | 








% of | 

Sept. 13. Sept. 6. Change. | 

Network 5,734 5,615 4+-2.1 | 
Local ...... 10,470 «10,708 —2.2) 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,200 1,760 —31.8 | 
Total ...... 17,404 18,083 —3.3_ 
(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, | 


KTSA, WOAI) 


Promote Fred Harm 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
WJJD has appointed Fred Harm 
as local sales manager of the station. 
Harm has been with the WJJD sales 
organization for the past five years. 
National sales contacts are being 








handled by Boss Ralph Atlass him- | 
|self pending the appointment of a/| 
|man for this post. 


Arrid Contract To 
KDYL; Utah Mills 
Renews KSL Pgm. 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 16. 

Network and national still strong, 
with local doing a good job of hold- 
ing its own, too. 

Much fall buzzing around in Salt 
Lake radio with advent of cooler 
weather. Emerson Smith, program 
director of KDYL, has been serving 
as publicity director of the first an- 
nual Police Benefit show here, Bob 
Hope and Jerry Colonna as guest 
performers packed them in. 

KDYL promotion also included 
letters, counter cards and broadsides 
to grocers, tieing in with premium 
offer made by Wilson Packing on 
their KDYL newscasts. Program 
plugs Ideal Dog Food. 


KDYL: Arrid, through Spot Broad- 
24 announcements; Beech- 
Nut Packing, though Newell-Em- 
mett, 85 chain breaks; Beneficial 
Casualty Co., through Stodel Adv., 
50-minute programs; Makoff Ladies’ 
Apparel, 18 five-minute programs; 
Fashion Furniture, 104 one-minute 


| announcements; Spring Canyon Coal 


Co., through W. E. Featherstone, 54 
one-minute announcements; Beehive 
Coal Co., 52 one-minute announce- 
ments; Salt Lake Hardware Co., 60 
news announcements;. Grant E. 
Hayes, Studebaker dealer, through 
R. T. Harris, 26 chain breaks; Fisher 
Brewing Co., two quarter-hour pro- 
grams; Stuard Appliance Co. (refrig- 
erators), 36 one-minute announce- 
ments; Pembroke (office appliances), 
38 tie-in announcements; Herbert I. 
Michael (ladies’ apparel), 10 an- 
nouncements; Papiano’s Cafe, 13 
participations in Inquiring Reporter; 
Utak State Symphony, 
minute announcements. 

KSL: American Chicle, 
minute spots, through 
Browning & Hersey; 
Co., three 50-word spots weekly, di- 
rect; Utah Woolen Mills, renewal, 
52 weeks, one fifteen-minute pro- 
gram weekly. 

KUTA: New York Fur, 
nouncements, direct; 
Co., 52 announcements, direct: Dia- 
mond Shoe Co., 52 announcements, 
direct; Peterson Electric Co., 100 
announcements, direct; Florsheim 


Shoe Store, 52 spots; Hotel Utah, 100 


three one- | 


83 one- 
Badger, | 
Blair Motor | 


90 an- | 
Lyman Motor | 


WEMP SHARES 
FOOTBALL WITH 
WIMJ 


Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 

WEMP, NBC Blue outlet here, and 
frequentliy an irritant to WTMJ, 
NBC Red, edged in again on its older 
and formidable competitor Monday 
(15), when contracts were signed 
whereby the University of Wisconsin 
football games this fall will be broad. 
cast from WEMP as well as from the 
Journal station, which was generally 
supposed to have the exclusive on 
this series of sports events. 


Under sponsorship of the Plank- 
inton Packing Co., WEMP will feed 
the football games to cities of the 
Wisconsin regional—Racine, Sheboy- 
gan, Fond du Lac, Green Bay, Wis- 
consin Rapids, Appleton, Poynette 
and Janesville. Announcing to be 
handled by Allan Halz, crew coach 
at Wisconsin, who formerly spieled 
for NBC under the monicker of Bill 
Allen. Although games do not start 
until Oct. 4, WEMP will have a pre- 
lim kickoff this week Friday night 
with a plug by Harry Stuhldreyer, 
the Wisconsin coach. 

WTMJ's football broadcasts will 
be handled by Russ Winnie, as in the 
past, and will be sponsored by Wad- 
hams Oil Co. 








DETROIT IN TAILSPIN 


Local Sheds Previous Gains—Web 
Units OK 





Detroit, Sept. 16. 
Business continued spotty for the 
six stations in this area last week, 
'encouragement being found in the 
| final movement upward of network 
| time. By improving 3% during the 
| week it slid more than 200 units 
ahead of the same week a year ago 
After vaulting up nearly 8% the 
| previous week, local biz went into a 
| tailspin which landed it down close 
|to where it had started. This was 
| anticipated in view of the fact the 
six stations, despite the latest decline 














announcements through The _ Ad- | still are carrying 1,000 units over the 
| Craftsmen. period of 1940 on local accounts. 

Comparative Unit Count ine Comparative Unit Count | 

% of % of 

Sept. 13. Sept. 6. Change. Sept. 13. Sept. 6. Change. 

Network 6,853 6,836 +0.2 | Network 7,870 7,650 +2.9 

Léecal ...... 2,451 2,475 —0.9 Local . . 11,689 12,672 —1.7 

Nat’l Spot.. 1,316 1,270 +3.6| Nat’l Spot.. 4,600 4,587 +0.3 

co | eee 10,620 10,581 +0.3' Total ...... 24,159 24,909 —3.0 
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Sit 
Ww 


FIRST in perform- 
ance, too! May we 
send you the in- 
formative booklet 
"WHY WAIT?” 





WAY 


ty FEE Handards 
The Signal of 


WAIT is First in 
Power among 
Chicago’s Great 
Independent 


a 
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Ropresentatives: The WALKER CO., 360 Michigan Ave., CHICAGO 


PRESIOERT 
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% Inside Stuff—Radio 


Latest to be mentioned in the 4ma@e as interested in working out a pur- 
chase deal for the NBC Blue is Albert H. Lasker, owner of the Lord & 
Thomas agency. Lasker is reported to be involved with a Chicago syn- 
dicate on the proposition. Same rumor has it that Lasker is doing his 
talking exclusively with David Sarnoff, RCA prez and chairman of the 
NBC board. 

In representing Edward G. Noble, owner of WMCA, N. Y., and Life 
Savers magnate, on an approach to NBC in connection with a deal for the 





| Sam Morris’ Bible Hour 


Blue, M. H. Aylesworth is reported to have been quoted a price of | 


$15,000,000. Aylesworth made his inquiry in mid-August. 

Lever Bros. may run into some station difficulty for its Burns and Allen 
program when that Swan Soap series starts on the NBC-Red Oct. 7. In- 
cluded in the stations tentatively set for the hookup are a number of B!ue 
affiliates and now that the Tuesday 9 to 9:30 period has been sold by the 
Blue to Williamson Candy Co. these Blue stations will have to bow out 
of the B. & A. link. 


B. & A.’s original broadcast is set for 7:30-8 p.m. but there’s to be a re- | 


broadcast at 9 p.m. The outlets on this rebroadcast hookup were to in- 
clude several Blue affiliates, particularly the southern group. 
Williamson is currently in the Monday 10-10:30 p.m. spot. 





NBC late yesterday (Tuesday) was still trying to tuck in the loose ends 
on the deal which would give Daniel Tuthkill and his financial backers the 
ownership of what is now the NBC Artists Service. NBC officials han- 
dling the sale were hopeful of closing it for signatures by tonight 
(Wednesday ). 

It has been reported that M. H. Aylesworth had refused to assume the 
personal guarantees certain prospective backers wanted and that there 
was in consequence an east coast-west coast hitch. 





KGO-KPO ‘Foto Flashes,’ abolished six months ago in San Francisco as 
an economy measure, refuses to die. Distributed through 550 indepen- 
dent grocers, the newspicture service proved so popular that the grocers 
themselves are now printing Foto Flashes at their own expense—with 
KGO-KPO still getting credit. Idea, originated here by Milton Samuel of 
the press department, was picked up by the NBC Hollywood division and 
is still used there, so the plates are now shipped here and turned over to 
United Grocers. 





A coincidence was noted when radio drama produced by Milton Kakus 
at WMEX, Boston, two weeks before Paul Colette, the DeGaullist, took a 
shot at ex-Premier Laval. 

Show’s principal character was just such a French patriot, who, after 
haranging a mob in Paris, killed a renegade Frenchman, a Nazi sympa- 
thizer. Kakus’ hero was also ‘Colette,’ and the man killed was ‘Pierre,’ 
Laval’s first name. 


Gillette can have exclusive broadcast rights to next year’s Rose Bowl 
football game for $60,000 but not two games at that figure as was it 
proposal. Conference of Graduate Managcrs gave the bid a fast turndown, 
figuring there wouldn’t be much left for the champs after they split their 
third with the other Coast Conference schools. 

Understood Gillette entered a bid of $50,000 for this year’s game but 
the price at the time was jacked up to $75,000. 


Ballantine Ale doesn't like the idea of another beer account preceding 
it on WOR, New York, Friday nights, and so it has been arranged for this 
Mutual affiliate to shift the other brewer’s program, a sports review with 
Red Barber, to another spot in three weeks. Feigenspan is a local account 
with a schedule of five quarter-hours a week, whereas Ballantine is the 


sponsor of the half-hour Milton Berle-Charles Laughton show. Latter 
stanza opened last Friday (12), 
The N.Y. musicians union is examining the record jockeys on the 


sundry local stations with an eye as to whether or not their extensive 
usage of phonograph records on broadcasts tends to curtail employment 
of musicians. 

Some of ’em do ad lib vocals and otherwise 
chores go beyond the theory of mere announcing. 


‘entertain,’ so that their 


Under the personnel arrangements as now set for “The March of Time,’ 
which debuts on the NBC-Blue Oct. 9, the directorial assignment will be 
shared by Henrik Booraem and Alexander Stronach, of the Young & Rubi- 
cam agency, with Tom Everitt as coordinator on the production and script. 
Everitt will continue to concern himself with the agency’s talent booking 
and the ‘Battle of the Sexes’ and Eddie Cantor programs. 

Hal Burdick chose a novel system to write himself and his wife, Cor- 
nelia, out of ‘Dr. Kate’ on the NBC coast Red so they may vacation with- 
out disrupting the Sperry flour stripper. Plot will have the Judge (Bur- 
dict) and Dr. Kate (Cornelia) getting hitched and dropping out of the 
show while they honeymoon. 


Bob Hope’s autobiography, ‘They Got Me Covered,’ with a preface by 
Bing Crosby, published this week. 

It’s Palmolive Shave Cream that’s replacing ‘City Desk’ 
Lobby’ on CBS and not Colgate Shaving Cream as reported. 


with ‘Hobby 
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known as ‘the Bible Hour’ will be 
aired each 
| quarter hour over the 
| Chain. 
Sam Morris. 
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San Antonio, Sept. 16. 
series of programs to be 


Guaranteeing a Winner 


New 





Sunday morning for a 
Lone Star 
Series will be conducted by 


San Francisco, Sept. 16. 


War has made some strange partnerships, but among the oddest is 


Series will be aired by station an agreement supposed to have been made here between two rival 


KTSA, here; KGKO, Fort Worth; stations both seeking a juice jump to 50 kw. Due to defense shortages, 
KGNC, Amarillo; KRIS, Corpus it’s said that only a couple of 50-kw transmitting units are still obtain- 
Christi; KXYZ, Houston and KRGV, : EN he : . 

=r el able, so the competitors reportediy have placed a joint order for the 


Fort Worth—Porter Randall, news- 
caster, formerly with WBAP-KGKO, 
here has joined the staff of station 
KFJZ, here. 

Robert Wear has been named news 
editor of station KGKO. 





same high-power juicer, with the understanding that whichever wins 
the wattage increase takes delivery. Hearings on the applications cur- 
rently are skedded for November. 

It’s almost a foregone conclusion that whoever gets the nod will like- 
wise get the CBS franchise, as the web is anxious to achieve wattage 
parity with NBC. 


NOW! 


KF YR 
5000 WATTS 
Both 
Day and Night 
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«More. Than fver 
The Regional Station With 
The Cleared Channel Coverage 
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MILTON BERLE — CHARLES 

LAUGHTON 
‘Three Ring Time,’ with Shirley Ross, 

Bill Goodwin, Bob Crosby orch | 
Variety 
80 Mins. 

BALLANTINE BEER-ALE 

Friday, 9:30 p.m. 

WOR-MBS, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) | 

On its premiere showing, this s 
looks in the groove. The formula is 
right for Milton Berle, and Charles 
Laughton, Shirley Ross and Bob 
Crosby’s orch give corking assist. If 
the Thompson agency will continue 
to make sure that Berle’s humor re- 
mains on the straight comedy tack 
and sidetrack the comic’s propensity 
to use a brash, ‘insulting’ style, the 
Ballantine-sponsored program should 
enjoy a hefty listening audience. It 
has the entertainment ingredients | 
and a strategic spot on the Mutual} 
network just ahead of the Friday 
night fight broadcasts. 

The bulk of Berle’s comedy open- 
ing night (12) was in a good rapid- 
fire solo along the lines of his stage 
work; there was some nice byplay 
with Laughton and later a light com- 
edy sketch, in which Laughton 
played the part of a king and Berle 
a job-seeking court jester. This put 
Laughton in the position of kicking 
Berle around, which is the first time 
Berle has been in a sympathetic po- | 
sition on the air, and that’s to his ad- 
vantage. 

Laughton as a name and doing 
comedy is a major asset for the show. 
He's appealing when burying his | 
traditional ‘Captain Bligh’ dignity in 
slangy material and, opening night, 
asking how the Brooklyn Dodgers 
are doing. At the finale he gave the 
program a dramatic sock by reading 
Freedom Is Made of Simple Stuff,’ a 
masterful piece of prose written by 
one Hazel Carter, an 18-year-old, and 
first published in the Louisville 
Courier-Journal. It was remindful 
of Laughton’s recitation of Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg address in ‘Ruggles of 
Red Gap.’ 

Because of an elaborately complex 
situation (see news story on page 52) 
there was no ASCAP music on this 
program. Hence, Crosby’s orch was 
not at too good an advantage, and | 
the one orchestral number, ‘Taking 
It Easy.’ was hardly a gem. But the | 
band did as well as possible, and a | 
trumpet, both prominent 
played, almost made the weak com- 


| 
haw 








strange reason, Shirley Ross, 
singer, was not given a solo on the 
opening show. She was a part of the 
sketch and also sang a fine duet with 
Crosby on ‘Yes Indeed,’ a spiritual 
done in swing. 

Opening night this program imme- 
diately followed Red Barber’s sports- 
cast for Feigenspan’s Beer, with the 
plugs by both sponsors sounding very 
much alike. That’s too close for 
comfort, and it’s likely Feigenspan’s 
time will be switched on Friday 
nights. 

Bill Goodwin’s announcing for this 
show is expert. Scho. 


i the 


and well | 
S | erred rery' 
position sound strong. Also for some | to say, probably with idea of getting 
a fine | 


| themselves to clinch this aspect. Mo- 





KAY THOMPSON FESTIVAL 


With Bob Hannon, Walter Gr®ss, 
Chorus 

Songs, Patter, Band 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Columbia spotted this one into the 
Wednesday 7:30 period for a five- 
week run while Lifebuoy gave its 
Mr. Meek’ serial a vacation. When 
caught (12) the pinch-hitter treated 
the vacation idea as the central 
motif for its songs and patter and 
entertainment results were de- 
cidedly on the weakish side. Bob 
Hannon’'s voice fared nicely in the 


| singing interludes as did the stylistic 


Miss Thompson, but the patter which 
strung the musical tidbits together 
was not only tenuous, but sopho- 
moric. 

The continuity spoke of taking the 
listener on a tour of vacation spots 
around the country. For instance, 
there was some quite unfunny cross- 
fire about a dude ranch and that 
served as Hannon’s justification for 
breaking into the lyrics of ‘Yip-Ay- 
Ki-Yay.. Though it was third-rate 
tabloidia, the program provided 
some good chorus singing and ex- 
pert orchestral accompaniment by 
Walter Gross. Odec. 


‘HORSE PLAY’ 
Cemedy, Songs 
35 Mins. 

Fri., 9:35 p.m. 
BBC, London 

A novel idea this, opening up a 
new channel in ether entertainment 
as far as memory covers. Principal 
characters in an original yarn are 
filmites W. C. Fields, Billie Burke, 
Edward Everett Horton, roles being 
covered via the impression route. 
Granted a deal depends on the ex- 
cellence of such impressions, but as 
handled here there could be few 
complaints. 

Gay nonsense in the main, yarn 
was of that type in which the se- 
lected film players could be expected 
to perform. A monied dame has a 
cowboy-ish yen, she wants to ride 
‘em: her lawyer seeks to bust the 
complex by transporting the sage- 
struck lady to a dude ranch and en- 
listing aid of a wacky rancher. These 
roles go to Billie Burke, Horton and 
Fields, respectively. On the per- 
formance end it clicked; script alone 
falling short. Max Kester’s writing 
in giving everyone too much 


It would have 
to the players 


over the impression. 
been enough if left 


tion picture technique might have 
been used to advantage; dialog ses- 
sions ate up more than their share 
of airtime. 

George Melachrino’s voicing of 
Fields was standout; his timing of 
the part would indicate plenty study 
of the Fieldian manner. Alma Vane 
did well by Miss Burke; Michael 
Moore coasted as Horton. A couple 
of songs were nicely threaded into 
the proceedings; n.s.h. on lyrics but 
tuneful. Joan Young handled them 
capably. 





|denied him every pleasure. In 














Vuntex 
thal fe weg” 


joins MUTUAL Oct. Ist 





Mutual Cdvantage / 


—— For Example: — 


WCAE gives MUTUAL 


@ The largest 


and most loyal following of 


listeners in Pittsburgh. 


@ Center position—1250 on the dial—in the 
Pittsburgh band. 


@ A powerful voice in the booming Pittsburgh 
market of 4 million people. 


MUTUAL gives 


WCAE 


@ A brand new program interest—new shows, 
new stars, new network features. 


@ Flexibility in arranging good radio times for 
non-network advertisers. 


@ A new pattern of merchandising service avail- 
able to every advertiser. 


And that’s only part of 


the story. For complete infor- 


Mation as to time and program availabilities consult— 


The KATZ Agency * National Representatives 


500 Fifth Avenue 


New York, N. Y. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
5000 Watts - 1250 K.C. 








ORSON WELLES 
With Dolores Del Rio, Blanche Yur- 
ka, Brenda Forbes, Pedro de 

Cordoba, Meade Lux Lewis, Sonny 

Bupp, Kathleen Fitz, Benny Rubin, 

Hans Conreid, Osa Massen, Cliff 

Edwards 
Literary Vaudeville 
30 Mins. 

LADY ESTHER 

Monday, 10 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Pedlar & Ryan) 

The best thing about this new half- 
hour is that there is no convenient 
pigeon-hole in which to classify it. 
It is a purely arbitrary decision on 
the part of this VARIETY reviewer to 
list it above as ‘literary vaudeville.’ 
By that not entirely satisfactory term 
is conveyed the question of quality 
(an intellectual flavor) and_ the 
method of presentation (a series of 
turns and skits in the, vaudeville 
style, each item self-contained, as 
distinct from the running comedy 
routines on the typical radio variety 
show, where there are gag sequences 
but each is a part of a total formula.) 

As ‘literary vaudeville,’ then, what 
Orson Welles put together Monday 
night (15) was a hodge-podge, but in 
the style of a master showman. There 
are innumerable touches which viv- 
idly illustrate what production can 
mean when an original mind breezes 
through it. The program works in 
quick, vivid effects. Welles proves, 
to cite only one detail, that full pro- 
fessional courtesy can be extended 
in the matter of billing without clut- 
tering up the program. Plug-horse 
radio producers often refrain from 
telling who’s who over the air, be- 
cause they say it merely adds words 
and nobody cares. Welles slides in 
the credits as cute postscripts, oblique 
comments and passing remarks. 


From Walt Disney’s cartoon, ‘Pi- 
nocchio,’ Welles has borrowed for 
radio the character of imp-voiced 
Jiminy Cricket. Jiminy is his con- 
science, his inner heckler. ‘Keep it 
brief, Orson—what another speech, 
Orson?—you're doing fine ,Orson, 
but don’t take forever...’ Such is 
the amusing patter of Jiminy, per- 
haps the brightest innovation of its 
kind since the original introduction 
by Phil Baker 10 years ago of his 
disembodied stooge, Bottle, who pe- 
riodically broke in to insultingly bel- 
low, ‘Get off the air!’ 

Two of Welles’ choices for the 
opening program bespeaks the savor 
of the program. He went to Saki, 


| the whimsical shortstory writer who 
flourished in England before the last 


war, for a quaint bit about a sickly 
boy whose life was made miserable 
by a she-tyrant of a guardian who 
his 
suppression the first to 


boy came 


|love, and ultimately to worship as a 


god, a cat he kept in a woodshed. 
When the mean old witch finally 
went to the woodshed to remove this 
only pleasure, the boy prayed to his 
cat-god. Denouement is in the form 
of a word-picture of the cat, mirac- 
ulously turned into a giant feline, 
making off into the hedge with evi- 


as the servants, going to the wood- 
shed, emit outlandish screams. 








‘JUNGLE MEN’ 

With General S, Jarman, Gertrude 
Lawrence, Budd Hulick, Ralph 
Dumke, Niles Trammell, Jimmy 
Lytell orch. 

Music, Comedy, Talk 

30 Mins. 

Thursday, 8:30 p. m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
This was billed as a special NBC 

salute te General Jarman’s ‘Jungle 

Men’—the 30,000 regular army men 

stationed in 200 isolated army posts 

in a 900-square-mile jungle area. It 
turned out mostly as a salute to the 

Panama Coast Artillery and army 

radio stations PCAN and PCAC in 

the Panama Canal zone, with merely 

a light glossing of entertainment. 
Budd Hulick and Ralph Dumke, 

acting as m.c.’s, had the tough as- 
signment of maintaining an informal 
tone as a group of biggies marched 
up to the mike. Pair did well con- 
sidering. Jimmy Lytell’s orch played 
three tunes, which helped break the 
speech-making sameness, 


Of several show world celebs 
promised Gertrude Lawrence was 
the only one to appear on the broad- 
east. This consisted of informal 
crossfire between Dumke-Hulick 
with Clay Doster, master sergeant of 
the Panama Defense Command. Dos- 
ter apparently was instrumental in 
framing the program’s Panama end, 
and active in affairs of PCAN and 
PCAC. 


Listeners were told that NBC had 
sent 2,000 electrical transcriptions to 
the Canal Zone for use on these two 
stations. C. Lloyd Egner, head of 
NBC electrical transcription depart- 
ment, later was introduced because 
of this connection with the CZ sta- 
tions. He in turn introed General 
S. Jarman, who formerly command- 
ed the Canal Zone ‘jungle men.’ Net- 
work had brought him up from 
Georgia where he’s now stationed. 

Niles Trammell, president of NBC, 
welcomed PCAN and PCAC to the 
network as honorary § members. 
Glenn E. Edgerton, governor of the 
Canal Zone; Major General William 
Shedd and Bill Bernarr, narrator for 
the two CZ stations, besides Sgt. 
Doster, briefly outlined what was 
going on and what is being accom- 
plished in Panama. The Hulick- 
Dumke team managed to lift for the 
broadcast with their sample from 
the Reasonable Exact Facsimile De- 
partment one of their radio gags. 


Wear. 
|GRACIE FIELDS 
| 20 Mins. 
Wed., 7:30 p.m. 
BBC, London 
Radio moguls ran a wire into a 


garrison theatre for the R.A.F., for 
which the comedienne was doing a 
concert. It was her first introduc- 
tion to night audiences since her re- 
turn from America and there are no 
indications of more. Which might 
be called just too bad, for both the 
ether and those present left little 


doubt as to why she rates the prefix | 
| solos, 


‘Our,’ to her Gracie. 


Carle Carlisle m.c.’ed the proceed- | 
dences of a sudden meal on his face. | ings, with Ivor Newton at the piano. | 
The small boy gorges himself on jam | Miss Fields opened with a number | 
| by 


Harry Parr Davies, ‘It Always 
Rains Before the Rainbow,’ a 


Welles made capital of the national | POP tune which may get around, de- 


independence day of Mexico (Sept. | 


16) by enacting scenes from adven- 
tures of the revolutionary priest, 
Hidalgo, played beautifully by Pedro 
de Cordoba. For this interlude he 
employed Dolores Del Rio, a Mexi- 
can, to introduce some remarks. It 
was gracefully done and a nice ges- 
ture to the southern neighbor. But 
that it was done at all and in such 
a way is a clue to the kind of show 
Welles has in mind. 


At one point in the 
Welles stated the show was a little 
short and that they had Meade Lux 
Lewis, the Negro boogie 
pianist, in the studio. So play, 
Meade, play. You see what we mean 
by hodge-podge. 

The music is credited to Freddie 
Martin’s orchestra. It was quietly 
rather than spotlightedly notable for 
being different. The selection of 
mood music as the requirements of 
the script demanded had, it was evi- 
dent, not gone unattended to 

Welles acted throughout as nar- 
rator. His art in this respect is that 
he folds himself up and Stays in a 
closet when not contributing to the 
progress of events. He talks well, 
but not, happily, just because he 
talks well. For the final episode he 
Played a role in Irish brogue. This 
was the odd, fragmentary, impres- 
Sionistic, half-poetic encounter on a 
ship of a product of the old sod with 
an old Jew, fleeing from Germany 
and his daughter. This incident was 
warm with humanity and kindliness. 
Yet shot through with an Irish comic 
tang. 

Welles handled the several refer- 
€nces to Lady Esther, They were in- 
telligent references. The program 
Was presumably amply 
But a trade paper comment cannot 


pass without recalling the fact that | 
for years Lady Esther had one of the! 


most consistently 
profitable) lines of 
long, over-slushy commercials in 
network radio. It is a pleasure of 
an aesthetic sort to find a new, more 
lady-like, Lady Esther. Land. 


obnoxious (but 
over-done, over- 





Denver.—M. Main Morris, recently 
with General Outdoor in Kansas 
City, added to KLZ sales staff. 


| Let’s Meet the Dawn’; 


| usual 


program | 


woogie | 





identified. | 





pendent on how much plugging she| 


gives it. This was followed by ‘Come 
frequent calls 
brought in ‘Little Busybody,’ num- 
ber getting a lot of play here. The 
comedy patter to music led 
up to singing the perennial “Sally’; 
item was intended for closing, but 


| performer had to beg off with ‘Ave|} 
| Maria’ and that comic bit about the | 
| greedy kid. 


In intro-ing the show, no refer- 
ence was mage to any fund-raising 
U. S. trip either by BBC or those on 
stage. 


‘THE SUNDAY NIGHTERS’ 
Music, Comedy, Songs 
With Noel Coward, Celia Lipton, 

Lupino Lane, Montovani Orch 
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. 

30 Mins. 
BBC, London 

This is Gerry Wilmot's show for 
the services, announcer with the Ca. 
nadian unit m.c.ing and also han. 
dling the watch. It’s been a consist. 
ent puller on the air, moving up to 
this evening spot after a long spell 
as afternoon fare. Despite the Stage 
background to the piece—it has an 
invitee audience, airing from a dance 
hall in town—radio end is looked 
after okay, plus the dial value of the 
guest names, who, in the main, are 
aware of the much larger audience 
back of the mike. Sole exception 
when caught was Lupino Lane 
comic preferring to keep his stuff to 
the hall, an understandable decision 
since he’s sans much ether experi. 
ence. Wilmot did his best for the 
listening and via a good running 
commentary on comedian’s antics on 
stage. 

Topping was Noel Coward, a sur- 
prise entry to the proceedings. He 
impressed the cuffo audience, but as 
the ear can’t see, there was plenty to 
grieve o’er for the dialers. He did a 
couple of his ditties, ‘penned in the 
last 10 days or so’; nostalgic piece 
‘London Bride,’ may have something 
for the publishers. It might have 
been a better idea to have turned 
this number over to Celia Lipton, 
up-and-coming young warbler who 
opened the show. Kid has a socko 
style of delivery and can sell a song. 
Right now she’s heading for trouble 
in clinging to the ala Judy Garland 
billing under which she first came to 
attention, in radio versions of the 
Metro starlet’s pictures. 

Montovani's aggregation was filling 
here, standard orchestra having a 
date out of town. 
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Follow Up Comment 


PHFFHFHFFSHHFOO FOO 4404 


Wayne West, who has been sing- 
ing to his own piano accompaniment 
on a ‘Romance in Rhythm’ quarter- 
hour over Mutual from WCLE, 
Cleveland, possesses a rather pleas- 
ant though not a big voice and a 
likeable personality. Must have 
struck a warm spot in some listeners’ 
hearts by warbling numbers of such 
ASCAP composers as Irving Berlin 
and Hart and Rodgers He did 





| 
new | f 
Emery is 


}; evacuee 


Berlin’s ‘How Deep Is the Ocean?’ 
and H&R’s ‘A Small! Hotel.’ 


Bob Emery put his perennial kid- 
die romp, ‘Rainbow House,’ into sea- 
sonal stride Saturday morning on 
WOR. There seemed to be two or 
three principal changes. First, what 
‘Big Brother’ terms production num- 
bers. This is a device for having 
his youngsters, who are capable of 
blend with snatehes of re-- 
citation, dialog and dramatization. 
Example: ‘poor Butterfly.’ Second, 
the Rainbow House choir is being 
enlarged. Now has 65 voices and is 
shooting for a membership of 100. 
making much more fre- 
quent and extensive use of the kid 
choir than before. Emery’s third 
stunt, having a team of British 
kids quiz-compete with a 
team of home stock, seems capable 
of greater exploitation than it got 
Saturday (13). It’s a pip idea warm 
with human emotion and Emery 
might let the sentimentality faucet 
drip a little more abundantly with- 
out anybody probably objecting. 
Emery himself tossed off Oliver 
Wendell Holmes poem, ‘The One 
Horse Shay.’ always a fine bit of 


| juvenile vaudeville. 

















"Shucks, Miss Gilfinch, any- 


body knows the best way to 
reach the TVArea market is to 


advertise over WNOX! 
“It's just like ‘rithmetic, Miss Gilfinch. Leastways, that's 
what Pop says, and he advertises over WNOX himself! 
“He says you reach more people for your advertising 
dollar...more people with money to spend. And the more 
people you reach, the more sales you make! 


“Honest, Miss Gilfinch, | thought even you knew that!" 






ry 





Represented by 


THE BRANHAM COMPANY 


Scripps-Howard Radio Station Affiliated 
with The Knoxville News:Sentinel. 


KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 
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gonday, ON Oe York Some discussion in pop music | Me e e 
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- eS accompanied by Josef Sto- coming one of the boys on the 
* aon orchestra in a brilliant quar- Crosby program. This depart- 
1- ter hour at 6:30 over WJZ-NBC ment votes the negative. One 
t. (blue) network. Well-known in her reason is because that cross be- 
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U. S. et uthoritative yoice that was Connie is affecting has crept in- 
jn an & wisely programed, to her vocalizing. The second is 


! rmanly and * , ; 
yee ire included ‘Caro Nome’ that it also seems she is mainly 


ser repertol ‘ ; | 
- the Mexican waltz, ‘Es- singing the way Crosby wants 


e 
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e@ 

e < Rigoletto’); ? 

e trellita,’ and ‘Love’s Roundelay’ from her to. As the latest in last licks 

ng ‘Weltz Dreams’ (Oscar Straus). on how it’s being sung these | 

n It was a suave _ —_— me days on the sunny side of the 

ey ‘chestra having e final musica street. is . P 1 

0 egy a Dvorak excerpt which this may kill ‘em in 
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ed off the strings to handsome 
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Lindy’s—but how does Minne- 


say 
show sota like it? Miss Boswell sang 


‘ advantage. : . . 
srooved at the 6:30 Sunday dinner a good song before her present | . ow 

(Faker site gam Senday inne: | alien “outils “ec Rete FIVE PERFORMANCES a week! 
n crits retention on a weekly sus- mith, she used to be almost I ire 

mcsing buildup, and such evidently| alone. Not so now. Other girls OVER TWENTY PERFORMANCES a month! 
. js its present purpose. Abel. are coming up. Even on the | P ‘ 
@ an records Crosby and Miss Bos- rwo HUNDRED AND SIXTY PERFORMANCES a year! 
s ’ well listen as singing mostly for | 
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, Soldier Talent their own amusement. So it vir- 

30 Mins—Local tually boils down to the pair , . . . 
e WEIL CLOTHING CO. non wenliien Ser anth eter | That is the production schedule for one day-time serial alone. 
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oe, EOS ctsenate every| oe Boswell the most harm But that’s only the beginning of the story. Everyone of those 

aaad ree > s B acks 9 . die ; - . : r » mf 
-_ week, betwee. a nts geen on the feminine side, | Mean- two hundred and sixty performances demand DEPENDABLE 

in debut is maintained draftees and nile, theres no dou at Miss | : 
) AV nang le ion tae aaa passable ene Boswell has backed herself into PLANNING, EXPERIENCED DIRECTION, BRILLIANT 
. teinment. Bankroller dishes out an extremely comfortable corner j “ 
eee’ re cae! Sunes” te meee ie SUSTAINED WRITING—the most sought after triad of “Better 
> makes the grade, and this serves to Scott, and one thing and an- Teamwork Programmin - 

arth talent. P ; 8: 

, "iation staff le even to Pang eed papel gon i A : d d d d f H 

ick the best. Robert Shan, a pri- ken oo s : eat SSOCI i i 
‘ ore gave impressions of Edward G. = oy pesos to, wrinkle ne pelted : ated pro age i oe onry Souvaine, Inc., 

Robinson, Humphrey Bogart, John se at second guessers, an inciuage four men and one w s 

Garfield and Walter Winchell. Ar- leave the studio wrapped . " : ee ee eee nave become 
; nold Schwartz, of Lawrence, Mass., in a tasty dinky piece of mink | watchwords in daytime radio. 
warbled ‘Two agg a in _ is as it should be....WOV’'s 
? Night... He drew cheers from the ‘American Music’ - : 
mob and collected the _ five-spot. is penning foal ty Bo yo Here they are. 
4 . Bob Young bugled the various Rear sel : : 
Sergt. Bo teresting collection of records of 


calls and then doubled as a drum- : 
mer while the pianist pounded, and any of the New York pop music 


t so on. Proved quite listenable. Stations. Program plays every- *CARLO DE ANGELO 

















; Commercial announcements ran thing, from Kern-Bolton-Wode- 
3 to considerable length and persist- house Princess shows to ‘Annie Y 
‘ ence of thought. Would seem that Rooney’ to Gershwin, without ? BASIL LOUGHRANE 
7 the account might respect the asso- announcement. You have to 
> ciation with the defenders of democ- guess....Allen Courtney (also ‘e | 
, racy a little and not impose quite WOYV) has sprinkled s : ey MAURY LOWELL 
7 as heavily on good nature, the mark a nse ee 
‘ of democracy. Suhn. egar over his matinee ‘guest ate 
iceacteaagiigllinaiaciaiatiaiie juries’ who now actually take a “CHICK VINCENT 
, an WEBR Buffalo bite out of the platters they are 
’ : ’ skALO, served. akes - better 
sportscaster, has been elected v.p. of | + . ada let’s all and 
Western New York Football Con- chip in and buy WHN’s ‘Music 
ference. to Read By’ another record.... . *MARY LOUISE ANGLIN 
; — NT - Waite Hoyt’s WOR tribute to the 
; Dodger's Wyatt, on that 1-0 Card 
, game, was worth hearing. From 
' one pitcher to another, and you j 2 i 
: onl ar plborlh -sceysaene gh | At one time or another these five have had an imnortant hand 
, Shudders of the week: Mu- in building or directing many milestone procro™s of davtime radio 
tual’s version of a summer lull : ; 
Morgan, is not only still with us, among which are: | 


but it looks like he’s moved in 
for the fall semester. 


‘GO GET IT’ | MARY MARLIN CLARA, LU AND EM 


With Joe Bolton, Neal O'Malley 
Novelty VIC & SADE WHEN A GIRL MARRIES 


Sustaining 


| Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. THE O’NEILLS The WHEATENA Playhouse 


WOR, New York 
The idea of the treasure, or scav- , - rawr 4 - ‘ y = : 
enger, hunt is nothing new to radio, MANDRAK “4 THE MAGICIAN HILL OP HOUSE 
but there’s a chance that Joe Bolton ‘ n . ” m aa ‘ ' 
and Neal O'Malley, a couple of vet LIFE CAN BE BEAUTIFUL THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
announcers in this locality, will in ; 
quick time build enough of an audi- AGAINST THE STORM THE GUIDING LIGHT 
;}ence among New Yorkers to make 
|their version a commercial article. 
What happens on this program is 
silly enough not only to capture the 
regular attention of those who like 

















Backed by this rich experience, we are now prepared to offer 











} | such charades, but to entertain the cev 7 \V/ wre anes out oe " ; 
CHIEF ANNOUNCER [| jauenseeking gentry. ‘Bolton and several NEW daytime properties written by some of the outstand- 
O'Malley need a little more ease ‘ rite res a . > . : 
: Seniesa dates Ged ina ing writers of daytime radio including Elaine Sterne Carrington, 
ere’s our Chief Announcer, Mr. more smoothness at keeping the in- ’ ~ 5 ; . : : , 
David B. Smoothe! a poor terest rolling, but this will likely Jane Crusinberry, Ruth Adams Knight, Emerson Treacy, Irving 
very good, and he found it out come after they have had a few in- |} Vendig and John M. Young. 
himself a long time ago stallments to their credit. . 
f Mechanics of the programs are ry ; — e ; ’ —— 
Leans a trifle towards the com- | simple. Five men and five girls are We believe that these NEW progranis evidence in a striking 
mercial end and is really d selected an hour before the pro- ’ : ‘ : _ 
soleoman, italiani gram's opening for the hunt. They manner what we mean by dependable planning, experienced di- 
sick their assignments out of a hat. nas brilli . ay ae 
He directs the half a dozen an- Gack one collects $5 on returning rection and brilliant sustained writing—iIn other words Better 


nouncers, including himself, all with the quarry and an award of 7h . , ; 
+ WEDS, ant all secstve & great $25 goes to the one that the studio Teamwork Programming.” 
deal audience considers to have carried 
= OM, mete or tenet out the most original task. Each ener a 
Weakness: Mirrors! participant is required to relate how 
he or she went about the 1 gore 

ie th ignment. The initial pro- | . ; ; at: ‘ ° : 

UMACTC CIRCLE oe hates an eanse enero | For specific information regarding these | 
‘ of amusing experiences and quarries. 

The participant who got the grand | 
prize on this particular installment 
(10) was a girl who brought back 
a sailor with a tatoo on his chest, 


but the incident that must have | 
EDNEY raised no few eyebrows around | 
RIDGE loudspeakers was the recital of an- | 
pingcror | | other miss which had to do with ex- | ’ nc. 


changing garters with a cop. (The 
latter’s name was not mentioned.) 


Other bits concerned the delivery , a 
of a zither, an umpire’s chest pro- | 30 Rockefeller Plaza New York City 


tector, 50 pounds of ice, a barber 
GREE who —, and od ‘ow his “K bv th it Ik 99 
; Sai Sel-memmmaemem | finder in three minutes, a dress- | now a compan e company ut . 
Bm SFO.PHOLLINGBERY © CO. NAT REP maker's dummy, an eight-ball and a pany oy pany eeps 
sailor quartet that could _ sing 
‘Anchors Aweigh.’ Odec. 











NEW programs please communicate with 


5000 richly lade: watts, 
Bight and day... now! 

+ to cover the rich- 
et and most Pepulous 


‘Tea in all the south- 
east, 














A Columbia Broadcasting 
System affiliate. 
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Payroll Traffic FHFOOotssseerooens 


rortana, ore vu rvcnenvorcer ¢ FO the Production Centres 


has been named manager of public 


44 RADIO 


Recent Public Interest Shows by NBC 





SHEPEPOPOOED 











: ‘ , .' relations and research for KGW- $444644 +44 - 
NBC’s public interest program division in New York undet Walter . I x. "It's | ht tion from rs inte " SHFFHFP++ +r seey 
Preston, Jr., keeps a continuing catalog of local programs of this typ® tant news editor. IN NEW YORK CITY “ee 
, - > NBC ; liates satest addenda to this compilation reveals ~— _ ‘ , : : ’ ‘Ti 
produced by NBC affiliate: Latest adde i I ce , | With ‘Jack Armstrong,’ ‘Capt. Midnight’ and ‘Little Orphan Annie’ ial 
this station production activities: Des Moines.—Dick Covey, former- g 


on WOR Sept. 29, the station will have a solid hour-and-a-half of kid pro- 
grams in the late afternoon three days a week - Already heard then are 
‘Mandrake the Magician’ and ‘Uncle Don’.. Ma icy’s will sponsor the first 
‘league Brooklyn football Dodger game of season, and may decide to bank. 


» — ’ ' ate 2 . ly of KGLO, Mason City, has joined | 

>K Jitu ock, has *‘KARK Forum, a one time pel week 30 min : , : oes | wie 

KARK, Little R , the announcing staff of KSO-KRNT. 

He replaces Jack Thomas, resigned 
Two of these persons take the negative sice, two the Seaidiatenecte 


ute broadcast on Sunday afternoons. Five outstanding citizens are in- 


vited to participate. 


firmative2 acts as the discussion leader. Subjects include local and | 9 Ar r, Texas—Merrill M. 
affirmative. One acts as the discu . Pert Arthur, Texas—Merrill roll the balance of the schedule as well. , 
tate conditions |Ash has been promoted from an- | : ‘ 
an: 4 | Willi € h, Pr Manager, has planned |mOuncer to program director of | Walter Kaner, WWRL, N_Y., p.a., last week submitted to the U. S. treas. 
WTAG, Worcester, illiam Cavanagh, Program Manager, ha: i par ' | ce diaienaaiee pane om ie all ite é ; 
a series entitled, ‘Defense on Parade.’ The weekly shows feature a ‘De- KPAC, ) UTS department a special promotion campaign for defense savings stamps 


and key plants | ai iris 


| which would involve 9,000,000 stamp collectors....Frank Lovejoy, of the 
Inter- | Seattle—Maury Rider, on KIRO, is 
lacting as program director during | 


‘Aunt Jenny’ and other casts, is learning to pilot a seaplane. 
‘absence of Tommy Thomas, while | George Hayes and John Simpson are the announcers assigned by NBC 
‘Harry Cheek is handling daily Farm | to the Treasury House in Rockefeller Center Plaza, They read news bul. 
‘Forum and publicity due to illness | letins and introduce celebs....Mayor Ray Perkins is temporarily out of 
{of Bill Moshier. radio during the course of the current army maneuvers in Louisiana. He's 
assistant to the First Army Signal Officer.... 


fence Reporter’ who visits steel mills, munitions factories, 
in the Worcester area, describing the actual scenes and act: vities 
views are held with company executives jee representative employees. 
WTOL, Toledo, informal and unrehearsed pregram. Entitled ‘Staff Meet- 
ing,’ the program is just what the name implies. Listeners are cut In on 
the regular staff meeting at which time the WTOL announcers discuss 
topics of general interest including news, sports and national affairs. 





WTMJ, Milwaukee, on Saturday mornings, WTMJ presents a program | 


Ral dh yar m , ba ° 
; \ Be Boston.— Stuart Novins replaced | | f ; alph Edwards takes hig | 
cailed ‘The Questi mn Before the House. The purpose of the program is | Hal Newell as WEEI stat? announcer. eter or Consequences’ show into the State theatre, Hartford, Conn., fer 
to help parents make dicisions in everyday problems and questions aris. | Newell goes to WCAU, Philadelphia.| a week beginning Friday (19). 
ing in the home. Series is produced under the auspices of Milwaukee- Rea | 
oe . » Pe e « sy OF iy? » ¢ 4 . | 
Downer Co'ege with Mrs. Urania Rauter as commentator, | San Francisco.—Don Logan. KROW IN HOLI Ywoop 
‘News With a Smile,’ is another WTMJ show. George Comte, staff an-| publicity director, has resigned to| © 4 °° 
neuncer = ap n the idea when he grew tired of telling hi listeners n th- join the Erwin, Wasey radio depart- | Dick Mack, producer of Rudy Vallee’s opus, cut himself in for a pro 
ing but wer, accidents, and trouble. The series is a perl id of antag icnal ment. acter bit. J. Walter Thompson producers heard it and made inquiry about 
and amu in » news, News of good fortune, and constructive things being rosea | the comic ‘discovery,’ figuring to use him on one of their shows. Unon ; 
done is press nt¢ d, 


Rochester.—Winston H. Thornburg, 

WFIL, Philadeiphia, ‘Kerry Drake of the Signal Corps,’ three times per ; sales manager of WSAY. 
week. It is a dramatie story of adventure and action into which is woven 
the work of the U. S. Signal Corps in the fic!'d of communications: short- 


finding out they went limp. Mack was on the JWT payroll for years as 
transferred | Edgar Bergen’s scripter....Frank Bull will call the football games bere 
to MeGillvra offices in New York as| again for Associated Petrol, which year in and out has sewed up the Coast 
station representative. Elmer J. Conference games..Wick Cryder passed a few days here going over fall 
wave radio, telegraphy, wig-wagaing, ancl heliograph signaling. Youthful | Walz, manager of station accounts, | campaigns with Jim Bealle on J. Walier Thompson Coast shows Milli 
listeners are invited to join the WFIL Signal Corps, and since the com-| becomes sales manager in Rochester. | Rorke looking after the Ward Wheelock office while Mary Garvin vaca- 
mencement of the program over 12,000 young men in the Philadelphia} Mort Nusbaum continues as station | tions in Canada....Vic Knight chugging east with the family to take up 
area have joined as cadets for the free course ot training in communica- | manager. rein on Fred Allen's oiler .-Radie Harris wound up her stay here and 


ang. | Ford Cowing., U. of R. graduate,| aired back to her home base....Wil Marcus of Columbia's NY television 
WGY, Schenectady, ‘Speaking of Books’ is a new type of book review |} added to WHEC announcer staff. | staff stopped over enroute back from a honeymoon in Mexico City..., 

’ ves bail 7s > , . oe ? | 7 . . Tar ; ; ir . . Ya 7 ; ~ 
program each week. An unrehearsed redio show, the program presents | Charlotte Edwards, script writer | Earl Ebi, Chicago air performer, here for a while at the Sprockets.... 


and in charge of women's programs | Sam Hayes will have his football predictions on Columbia Pacific network 
on WHEC for the last eight years. re-| 28ain bankrolled by General Petroleum....Amos 'n’ Andy will do their 
signed to devote herself to creative | Programs temporarily from the east so they can see the Nova-Louis fight 


exch week. During the first por- | 
In this period the critics dis- | 
—~anything about the book or | 


a board of experts and a guest author 
tion of the program the author is ‘gagged.’ 
cuss and question the style, plot, and author 





= 


its writer that comes to mind. When the author is allowed to join the dis- | writing and home making. Ross| and World Series....Gene English moved up to production from engineers ! 
cussion turing the latter part of the program, he is confronted with a num- | Woodbridge takes over her Chil-| in8 staff at KNX. . -Hedda Hopper is shopping around for a new format. 
ber of queries. The subsequent discussion of these queries contributes | dren’s Recess program. | She's run out of picture wr pod bio on her Sunkist dramatic vignettes 
greatly to the ‘behind-the-scenes’ type of information brought forth on thep 0 eee Judy Garland draws a two-parte! on Silver Theatre following Mickey 
program. | Nashville—Bill Long ‘has been Rooney’s lid-lifter Oct. 5....Burns and Allen writing staff for Swan will 


WHO, Des Moines.—Each Sunday afternoon for 30 minutes, WHO has 
been presenting ‘The Iowa Roundtable’ for local listeners. The series was 
suggested by two young men representing the Junior Bar Section and the 
Iowa Bar Association, inspired from material which they had from the 
National Junior Bar Conference. Thé programs are ad lib discussions 
without benefit of manuscript. Well known men and women in the Des 
Moines area are invited to participate. Topics discussed are of national 
interest. 

KGNC, Amarillo.—‘What Are They Doing,’ is the title of a new series | 
being broadcast over KGNC. The purpose of the series is to tell listeners | 
about the activities and work which the various Amarillo organizations 
are doing. Produced in cooperation with the Secretary of the Community | 
Chest, the programs explain the various points on different Chest organi- 
zations such as the Salvation Army, Girls Social Center, Boy Scouts, etc. 

WOAI, San Antonio—’Know Your Neighbor,’ is step in cementing a 
closer relationship between the United States and Mexico. For the eight 
weeks duration of the series, which is presented in cooperation with the 
U. of Texas Institute of Latin-American Studies, points of interest in Mex- 
ican development will be described, the Mexican way of life, including in- 
dustrial and agricultural development, education and art, and United 


| Frances 


| operated by the St. 
| patch, 


| KSD, 
| ber of the station’s engineering staff 


States and Mexican cooperation for hemisphere defense will be dramatized. | 


Once each week narrations in Spanish are aimed to provide Mexican citi- 
zentry with information on social and economical developments in the 
United States 




























the Boyce House ‘I Give You Texas’ 
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MARKET. |}are KTSA, here; KXYZ, Houston; 




















KRIS, Corpus Christi; KRGV, Wes- 


added to WSIX announcing staff. He 
comes from WSTP, St. Petersburg, 
and replaces George Anderson. 

St. Louis.—Appointment of Mrs. 
Dawson as full-time pub- 


licity director at KSD, owned and 


femme praisers employed by 

stations. Mrs. Sue 
C<WK, is the other. 
Robert L. Coe, 


local 
McCaslin, at | 


chief engineer of 
and Lawrence Trombly, mem- 


sioned officers of the Columbia Na- 
tional Guard. 

San Antonio.—Jeanne Wiggins has 
been added to the continuity staff of 


WOAI. Frank Mackemson has been 


added to the traffic department. 


Toledo.—W: tte ter aren h 
WSPD for Chicago, where 


as left 


each Thursday, Friday, Saturday and 


has joined the announcing staff of | 





Louis Post-Dis- | 
brings to two the number of | 


comprise Sam Perrin, George Balzer, Galen and Fowler and Harvey Helm 

.James Cagney will do ‘Strawberry Blonde’ on second Screen Guild 
show....Dén Gilman told Kiwanians what radio means to the Coast on 
the observance of their Radio day -Lum and Abner will kick off trans- 
|continentally from Chicago Sept. 29....Dennis Day in from an all-summer 
| personals tour. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


| Ed Wilson joins the WLS spieler gang, coming over from NBC.... 

Forrest Lewis now with the ‘Stepmother’ cast....Jack Van Volkenburg 
| of CBS, chairman of the Advertising Committee of the Community Chest 
| drive. ... Burridge Butler and Glenn Snyder back from Phoenix and 
| speeding up WLS operations. 


| Betty Winkler takes over the lead femme role in ‘The Great Gunns’ on 
|have joined the colors as commis- 


WGN-Mutual, replacing Barbara Luddy who will be tied up with duties on 
the ‘First Nighter’ show....Don McNeill, Evelyn Lynne, Garry Moore, 
Nancy Martin and Curley Bradley booked for dates at the Omaha Food 
Show later this month....Jim Goss added to cast of ‘Midstream’... .Joe 
Ainley has been assigned production duties on the Columbia show, ‘Wo- 
man in White’....CBS announcer Tom Moore's wife seriously injured in 
|down-state auto smashup....Wayne Nelson added to WJJD announcer 
| staff, 


| erwin 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


+ on Sept. 
of i |) 11 he made his NBC debut as m.c.| Cliff Howell, for the past year and a half program director of KSFO 
(cnn ui | Boyce House’s New Audience |of a 15-minute musical variety pro- | here has resigned to go to Hollywood while hase Mewall cexarsned te 
| WHEW San Antonio, Sept. 16. eam sp msored by Pillsbury Flour | transcription department, revised the entire production system and pro- 
WBHX vor H. J. Justin Boot Co., will expand Co., being heard on the : ue network | duced such sponsor-grabbing shows as ‘Dialaword’ and ‘News Quiz 


KYA has repainted its studios, describing one as being ‘glorified with a 


ie : ‘ ; Sunday at 9 a.m. over 45 stations in| vivid green’ and another with ‘a warm and satisfying blue motif’.... 

... THE ypoaliposdebi Laeeirs from KGKO, to the entire | the midwest |Inauguration of the Grand National Livestock Expo in Frisco’s ‘cow 

{ MATE AND EFF H TO Lone Stal > — . Jrlg nations will —_—- | palace’ gets a national release Nov. 17 via KGO and NBC’s National Farm 
SALES APPROAC est continue from KGKO. Salt Lake City—Howard Flynn, | & Home hour....Jack Kirkwood of KFRC’s Breakfast Club comedy show 

AMERICA’S LARG Other stations to carry broadcasts | formerly with KLO, Ogden. Utah, | is being sought by the Duncan Sisters as writer-m.c. for their new night 


club opening here next month....if Kirkwood accepts ke’ll be doing his 














~acowneqstsed | KSL, Salt Lake City. 8 a.m, ether stint on his way home. 
5000 WATTS. laco and KGNC, Amarillo. . — + 
KH. House is a newspaper columnist; Bridgeport Conn. — Harry Os- * | cine 
OVER METROPO. TAN of the southwest. borne, Winslow Porter, John Mont- WLOLs’ former sales manager, has 
























KDYL’s 5000-watt 


new 


directional 
broadcasting pattern fits the inter- 


OC OU OOS NOLS 


mountain population setup like a 
glove. 


ee 


Ample power, directed where 
it does the most good! 


KDYL 


SALT LAKE CITY NB 
JOHN inane) BC 


& COMPANY (ere Mattery 


ey 


|gomery and Bob Dreir 


| of the William G. 





| Minneapolis. — Sianley 


New York, 


announcing 
at WNAB, which went on air Sept. 8. 
Ken Thomas heads commercial de- 


partment AGENCY OR RADIO STATION, 
sea Salt Lake City.—Hal Moon is added Pe. . 
Bismarck, N. D.—Lo Knecht this week to announcing staff of Write K. EARL JACOBS - 
: « AN« . svi > aC ° 
sm x, D- < » y ‘ : rte Ate. screst . .. Brooklyn, N. ®- 
has joined the KFYR staff doubling KDYL, coming from KGVO, Mis 19if Homecrest Ave roo 


from announcer to publicity 

New York 
been added to the New York staff 
fambeau Co, 

Hartford, Conn.—Leonard J. Patri- 
celli upped from WTIC production 
department to assist Thomas C. Me- 
Cray, program manager. 


Spry - Rinso ‘Vaudeville Show,’ 
WEAF Saturdays at 11:30 am., is 
considering addition of Al Stone and 
Letitia Lee as permanents. 


Washington—Miss Marshall Adams 
has gone with WINX as director of 
women’s activities. Formerly with 
the Washington Post as women’s 
page editor. 


New York City—Hal Kent, who 
moved from an announcer’s job at 
WGY, Schenectady, to one at WABC, 
don’t think you've got to protect 
is now with WOV. 


Haigh, 


Norman MacAvoy had 


joined the KSTP sales staff. He has 
been assigned to sales work in Min- 
neapolis under Ray C, Jenkins. 


PRODUCTION MAN WITH NET- 
WORK EXPERIENCE DESIRES 
CONNECTION WITH ADVERTISING 








soula, Mont. 














By JANE WEST 


NOW 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


|AUGHTER TEARS ano [HEART-THROBS 


RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99 ‘4/100 °/ 0 pure 


| TWICE DAILY 
B LISTEN 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EDST 
WABC—5:30-5:45 EDST—CBS 


COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLOG. NEW YORK CITY 
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nbs LIFE BEGINS AT 8:30 


the 


EVERY NIGHT 


M _ AT BEN MARDEN'S RIVIERA 


his | (Fort Lee, N. J.) 


WITH 


: PHIL BAKER 


HIS SPECIAL SONGS - HIS STORIES - HIS ACCORDION 


nd 








“ | MY THANKS TO: 
a | BEN MARDEN | 
+ HARRY RICHMAN 
* | JACK ARKIN 

HERMAN BERNIE : 
BILLY KENT | 


; THE LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
OF THE PRESS 











Special Material by 
Management DAN SHAPIRO 


HERMAN BERNIE JERRY SEELEN 
R.K.O. Bldg. Radio City | LESTER LEE 
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Passeri's Opera at Ambassador, N. Y. 


Draws Curious of Concert Profession 


By EDWARD SMITH 


Amedeo Passeri’s season of opera 
at a $2.20 top at the Ambassador, 


N. Y.. opened Thursday (11) with 
‘Carmen.’ House seating 1,100 was 
heavily papered with numerous | 
singers and managers’ scattered 
throughout. Performance was fair, 


with Winifred Heidt in the title role 
carrying off honors, displaying a 
good mezzo, at its best on top, where | 
‘G’s and ‘A’s flowed with ease. Her | 
acting was passable considering her | 
inexperience. Aroldo Lindi, veteran, 
in the role of Don Jose, copped act- 
ing honors in the last act, with the 
balance of his performance routine. | 


. 
Maria Vicar was 


| 
| 


adequate as) 
Michaela and William Hargrave dis- 
played fair top tones as Escamillio. 
Orchestra managed to stay near, if 
not always on pitch. 

‘Boheme’ on Friday (12), was not 
so good, with Eugene Conley crack- 
ing on his top ‘C’ in ‘Che gelida 
manina,’ and being somewhat less 
than good in the balance of the pres- 
entation. Cosma Vullo and Claudio 
Frigario were the other principals. 

‘Cavalleria’ and ‘Pagliacci’ on Sat- 
urday (matinee) again enlisted Lindi 
as the star as Canio, with ‘Vesti la 
giubba’ being dramatically acted and 
sung. 

Sunday’s ‘Rigoletto,’ had no names 
unfamiliar to N. Y. audiences. For 
the most part attendance was small 
and performances scheduled for 
Monday through today (Wednesday) 
were cancelled, with the season to 
pick up again tomorrow (Thursday) 
with ‘The Barber of Seville.’ 


LASCALA MILAN, 
MAY GO DARK 





' 


. 








Rome, Sept. 12. 

The La Scala, Milan opera house, 
oldest and most famous institution of 
its kind in the world, will probably 
be shut this year for the first time in | 
decades. Italy’s other two largest | 
houses, the Theatre Reale in this | 
city, and the San Carlo of Naples, | 
also will be closed down. 





Reason is that the government 
subsidy which keeps all three houses | 
going, will be withdrawn this year, 
since all monies available for opera } 
are being used for the war. 


SABATINI TO GIVE SIX | 
CONCERTS IN TRENTON 


Trenton, Sept. 16. 

A series of six orchestral concerts 
will be put on by the Trenton Sym- 
phony Orchestra this year under | 
Guglielmo Sabatini. Soloists will | 
include Jose Iturbi, Igor Gorin, and | 
Hilde Burke. 

The Trenton Choral Society will 
put on two additional concerts under 
Michael Kuttner. These will feature 
Constant Lambert's ‘Rio Grande’ in | 
the first week of December, and dur- 
ing Holy Week, ‘Verdi’s Requiem’ 
will be presented with Jean Tenny- 
son, Christine Johnson, Jan Peerce, 
and Lorenzo Alvary as soloists. 


Leinsdorf’s Ath Season | 
With San Francisco Co. 


Erich Leinsdorf, conductor of the 
Met, left for San Francisco Sept. 15, | 
where he will conduct for his fourth | 
successive season. He is scheduled 





to baton ‘Carmen’ with Gladys 
Swarthout on Oct. 27, as well as| 
‘Simon Boccanegra,’ ‘“Tannhauser’ 


and ‘Rosenkavalier.’ 

Before joining Gaetano Merola’s 
forces he will conduct excerpts from 
‘The Chocolate Soldier’ for Colum- 
bia Recording with Rise Stevens and 
Nelson Eddy. 


Boatless Papi Will Fly 


Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 16. 
Gennero Papi, Metropolitan opera 
eonductor, missed his boat for the 
U. S. here and will fly instead on 
Sept. 24 to San Francisco. 
Due there to conduct for Gaetano 


Merola’s company in early October. | 


——__—__—___ 4 


| He then 
| winding up in late May. 





Winnipeg Name Lineup 
Winnipeg, Sept. 16. 
The Celebrity Concert Series will 
present eight concerts during the 
1941-42 season from Nov. 24 to April 
6. This is the 30th season of con- 


certs. 


. : . } 
Artists to appear will be Richard | 


Tauber, Nov. 24; Gregor Piatigorsky, 
Dec. 8; Ballet Russe, Jan. 12; Zino 
Francescatti, Jan. 26; Gladys Swar- 
thout, Feb. 10; Dorothy Maynor, 
March 9; the Minneapolis Symphony 
under Dimitri Mitropoulos. March 
23, and Jose Iturbi, April 6. 


TRENTON’ FIVE 





BIG OPERAS 


The Trenton Opera Association 
will have its most ambitious sea- 
son this year with the presentation 
of five operas. These are ‘Carmen’ 
on Nov. 20 with Carolina Segrera, 
Raoul Jobin and Christine Johnson; 
‘Butterfly’ on Feb. 26 with Licia Al- 
banese, James Melton and Earl 
Wrightson; ‘Traviata’ on Jan. 9 with 
Vivian della Chiesa and Carlo’ Mo- 
relli; ‘Barber of Seville’ on Dec. 18 
with Bruno Landi, Grace Panvini, 
Lorenzo Alvary; and ‘Cavalleria 
Rusticana’ and ‘Pagliacci’ on April 9 
with Segrera and Francesco Naya in 
the first, and Giovanni Martinelli, 
Jean Tennyson and Morelli in the 
second. 

Michael Kuttner is the musical di- 
rector; John E. Curry, managing di- 
rector; Tony Stivenello, stage direc- 
tor; and Michael De Pace, artistic 
director. 


RAVINIA PARK, CHICAGO, 
CONCERTS’ RECORD BIZ 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
The total attendance and general 


|average for Ravinia Park this sum- 


mer have been higher than for any 
previous year. Total attendance for 
the season was 83,101, with an aver- 
age of 3,196 admissions per concert 


for 26 concerts, against last year's | 
total of 76,332, and an average of 
3,181, previous high. 

Yehudi Menuhin drew top attend- 
}ance for his concerts, the one on 


| July 24 drawing 6,601 and on July 


26 he drew 7,505 


45 Concerts in U. S. 
And S.A. for Menuhin 


Yehudi Menuhin has been set for 


| 33 concerts in the U. S. and 12-15 in 
South America for the coming sea- | 
' son. 
in Los Angeles and closes April 28. 
America, | 


Violinist opens his tour Oct. 18 
leaves for Latin 


Menuhin receives $3,000-$3,500 per 


concert and during the past summer | 


drew the highest fees and grosses 
any violinist has ever done in a 22 
concert tour of South America 


Montreal Operas 


Montreal, Sept. 16. 

Wilfred Pelletier, Met conductor, 
|and Desere Defrere, Met stage di- 
| rector, will give a season of opera 
| here Sept. 26-30 at the St. Dennis 
| theatre. Operas to be given include 
| ‘Aida,’ ‘Manon,’ ‘Butterfly,’ ‘Boheme,’ 
| ‘Faust’ and ‘Carmen.’ 

| Among singers engaged are Gio- 
|vanni' Martinelli, Rose 
Anna Kaskas, Hilde Burke, Leonard 
| Warren, Norman Cordon, Lansing 
Hatfield, Helen Jepson. 


Hilde Burke’s Road Dates 


| Hilde Burke, Met soprano, opens 
her concert tour in Moultrie, Ga., in 
early October and has nine engage- 
;}ments set before joining the Met in 
November. 

This is her sixth year at the Met. 








Bampton, | 


Jacobs Starts Rehearsal 


In New York on Oct. 5 
The Young Men's Symphony Or- 


chestra of N.Y., Max Jacobs con- 
ductor, will resume rehearsals Oct. 
5 in N. Y. 


Orchestra, oldest training school in 
the U. S., was founded in 1902 and 
its trainees occupy positions in al- 
| most every major symphonic or- 
ganization in the Audi- 
tions for membership will be held 
| Oct. 5 to Oct. 12. 


country. 

















* + 
| Maritime Co-op 
EL Continued from page 7 


ding circuit. Jack Butler, manager 
of the Imperial at Moncton, N. B., 
and partner of A. J. Mason in the or- 
ganization of the Cooperative, has, 
evidently, gone out of the indie cate- 
gory, by affiliating the Imp with the 
Famous Players-Canadian circuit, 
just recently. The theatre had been 
operated independently since it was 
founded about 30 years ago. Lining 
up with FPC would seem to assure 
Butler, a former film exchange man- 
ager, of a picture supply, and render 
his Coop connection needless. He 
had toured the provinces with Ma- 
son for several weeks, contacting in- 
die theatremen on the value of the 
Cooperative movement for exhibitors 
as a means of getting the right and 
enough films, accessories, equipment 
at lower costs than formerly pre- 
Vailing. 





More Join Mich. Co-op 
Detroit, Sept. 16. 

Adding seven new houses, Co-Op- 
erative Theatres of Michigan has 
reached an all-time high in member- 
ship. According to Carl W. Buer- 
j}mele, general manager of Co-op, the 
‘new members have increased the 
circuit to 107 houses. Among the ad- 
| ditions are Louis Schlussel’s Mel, in 





| Melvindale; Irving Belinsky’s Claw- | 
Shook's | 


}son, in Clawson; R. R. 
| Shores, in Saint Clair Shores; John 
|Igna’s Berkley in Berkley, all new 
|}houses. Two came in through ac- 
| quisition by present members, Ben 
land Lou Cohen, who took over the 
|'Town and Apollo taken over by Saul 
‘Korman. Seventh house was the 
'previously unaffiliated President op- 
erated by Bernard Brooks. 














|’. Continued from page l= 

be a stepping stone to such an ap- 
pointment. His rep as a scientific 
gentleman farmer recently brought 
him an appointment to the Ohic Ad- 
;visory Committee of the Federal 
Farm Security Administration. 


sromfield Served 
Subpoena-server who had 
aiming for months to lay a plaster 
}on Louis Bromfield in New York 


been 


weeks ago when listening to ‘Infor- 
mation Please.’ He heard that the 
author would be the guest last Fri- 
So he armed himself with 
two tickets for the show and pre- 
pared to meet his quarry. Brom- 
field, it 
iat his 


day (12). 


| 
| 


hotel without difficulty and 


the process server, to keep things 
friendly. turned up at the broad- 
cast with his wife to cheer Brom- 


field on. 
Papers were in the suit by Elea- 


nor Harris against 20th-Fox, in 
which she charges that screen- 
writing credit for work she had done 
was given Bromfield on ‘Brigham 
Young.’ Author was examined 
|Monday (15) by Miss Harris’ at- 


| torneys, O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery. 
| He admitted that he had urged on 
| the studio giving the femme screen 
| credit along with his own name. 


Meal Ticket 


———e continued from page 1 














when a Negress gave birth to twins. 
one being black, the other white. 

That's where Kilpatrick came in. 
He summoned a specialist, who ex- 
amined the infants and declared that 
; the white babe was an albino. It 
{took some _ time 
father that his household was in or- 
der. He is now traveling with the 
‘Whirl of Mirth’ carvinal show along 
with the twins and mammy. 


Kilpatrick contracted for the babes 
for 21 years. Parents receive $25 per 
month when they are not being ex- 
hibited and $25 per week when they 
are on view. For his end the im- 
| presario gets $50 weekly as ‘royalty.’ 





Bromfield | | 


happened, ‘accepted service | 


to convince the! 


oo 
| 
+ 
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F Concert People 


Book by Mrs. Burton Davis, head 
of Community Concerts Service, will 
|be published by Prentice-Hall in the 
fall. Book is called ‘Favorite Recipes 
of Famous Musicians,’ and will be 
pushed by Community Concerts and 
General Electric. 


Lily Pons has postponed her open- 





| ing concert in York, Pa., because of | 


|an infantile paralysis outbreak and 
will open in Syracuse on Sept. 25 
instead. She is currently in New 
| Brunswick, working on _ repertoire 
with Frank La Forge. 





Nathan Milstein, violinist, has been 
set for appearances with the Phil- 
adelphia Orchestra in N. Y. and Phil- 
adelphia, as well as the Chicago, Na- 
tional, Cincinnati, and Indianapolis 
Symphonies. He will give a Car- 
negie Hall recital on Feb. 17. 

Margaret Speaks will be guest 
soloist with the Toronto Symphony 
|Sept. 25. She is booked with the 
National Symphony, Oct. 2, the 
Cleveland Symphony, Oct. 20, and 
the Altoona Symphony, Dec. 10. 








Mack Harrell, baritone of the Met, 
sings in ‘Falstaff’ with the Chicago 
Opera Co. Nov. 5. 





John Barbirolli will conduct the 
first American ‘premiere’ of the N.Y. 
Philharmonic season, when he will 
present a score by William Grant 
Still, Negro composer, on Oct. 23 en- 
titled ‘Plain Chant for America.’ On 
Oct. 23 and 24 Josef Hofmann will 
play the Beethoven G major piano 
concerto with the orchestra. Bar- 
birolli will direct the  orches- 
tra during the last two weeks of 
October, and then returns to the 
Coast to direct the opening concert 
of the Los Angeles Philharmonic on 
Nov. 20. During February he di- 
rected 
Svmphonies and returns to the 
| Philharmonic for six weeks on Feb. 
26 





DODD DDDDODDDODDDD DADA DOA DAAAAARA LL TTS 


Gyorgy Sandor, pianist, Oct. 13, Paul 
Robeson, baritone with Clara Rock- 
more, Thereminist, Nov. 4, and Ruth 
Draper, monologist, Nov. 12. 








Rudy Polk, former concert repre. 
sentative of Columbia Concerts jn 
California, is in N. Y. visiting. Polk 
has an agency on the Coast with Rise 
Stevens’ husband, Walter Szurovy. 





Alberto Silva, Mexican bass has 
been signed by the Chicago Opera 
Co. and auditioned Friday (12) at 
the Met. 





Metropeolitam Opera Co. has signed 
Astrid Varney, 22-year-old Swedish 
soprano who has spent the last 17 
years in America. 





Grace Moore will open Duluth 
Symphony orchestra season Nov, 21, 
| Ossy Renardy, violinist, and two- 
piano team of Fray and Bragzgiotti 
also booked for solo appearances. 


Lily Pons opens the fall Coca Cola 
hour Sept. 28 for $5,000. Others set 
include Richard Bonelli, who closes 
the summer show on Sept. 21 at 
$1,500; Paul Robeson, Oct. 12, at $2,- 
500, and Helen Traubel, Nov. 23, at 
$2,500. 





Helen Traubel and Marion Ander- 
son made a number of Victor rec- 





ords this week, all disks being 
Christmas songs. 
Sextet from ‘Lucia’ and the 


Quartet from ‘Rigoletto,’ not record- 
ed since 1928 by Victor and in which 
Gigli and Galli Curci were heard, 
will be made by Columbia with Lily 
Pons, Irra Petina, Charles Kullman, 
| Robert Weede, Salvatore Baccaloni 





the Seattle and Cincinnati and Alessio de Paolis for ‘Lucia,’ and 


| 
| 


Kullman, Weede, and Bruna 
for ‘Rigoletto’ this month. 


‘Pons, 
Castagna 


United States Marine Band will 


Winnipeg Auditorium will present | play third annual Ohio Grape Festi- 


four soloists this season 


They are! val, Sandusky, Sept. 25. 


New York Auditorium Has 21 Musi- 
cal Events Booked 


| 
; 
| TOWN HALL IN OCTOBER 


Town Hall has scheduled 21 musi- 
cal events and concerts for October. 
The N. Y. Concert Hall gets its sea- 
son under way during the month. 

Events are John Creighton Mur- 
ray, violinist, Oct. 3: Isabel French, 
soprano, Oct. 10; Salvator Manetto, 
| violinist, Oct. 12; the Asociacion 


| Cultural Inter-Americana, Oct. 12; 
Maxim Schapiro, pianist, Oct. 13; 
| Abbey Simon, pianist, Oct. 15; the 


Farbman String 
17: Ethel Eilfenbeni, 


Symphonietta, Oct. 
pianist, 


19; Anne Judson, contralto, Oct. 19; | Quartet, ‘ Adolf 
: | Hilda Somer tania “+ 97: -». | Robeson, Rudolf Serkin and Adol 

| knew his chance had come a couple | Hilda Somer, pianist, Oct. 20; Ern | Mae 

| est McChesney, tenor, Oct. 22; Alek- | uscn. 

Oct. 25; 


handr Helmann, pianist, 
Kathryn Boghetti, contralto, Oct. 25; 
Cathalene Parker, soprano, Oct. 
New Friends of Music opening its 
series with the Budapest Quartet 
and Hortense Monath, pianist, Oct. 
| 26; Nora Fauchald, soprano, Oct. 27; 
| Conrad Thibault, baritone, Oct. 27; 


| William Kappel, pianist, Oct. 28; 
| Bernhard Weiser, pianist, Oct. 28; 
| Donald Dickson, baritone, Oct. 29, 
|}and Thomas L. Thomas, baritone, 


| Oct. 31, 


Max Rabinoff, operatic impresario, 
has taken over Mecca Temple, N. Y., 


| Rabineff’s Mecca Temple | 


COL. RECORDS © 
RAIDS VICTOR 


Columbia Records Corp has 
raided Victor's list in the last few 
months and signed many of the im- 





Oct. | Nino 


|} portant concert artistes who were 
| formerly exclusive RCA performers. 
'Among those to join Columbia in 
recent months are Lily Pons, Bidu 
Sayao, Jan Kiepura, Bruna Castagna, 
Martini, the Budapest String 
Leopold Stokowski, Paul 


Columbia is also planning its big- 


|gest campaign for Lily Pons’ ‘Daugh- 


9g:|ter of the Regiment’ album. 
~ , 
| page spread on 





and is re-building and re-modeling | 
{the house to be ready Oct. 31 for | 


a season of operetta, ballet and 
symphony concerts at pop prices. 

The theatre when completed will 
seat 3.200. Actual plans as to what 
will be presented are still in the 
embryonic stage. 


B’klyn Soloists’ Package 


The Academy of Music in Brook- 
|lyn will present a master composers 
series of concerts, stressing special 
programs of noted artists interpre- 
tating the works of the masters. 
Series opens with Jose Iturbi on 
Oct. 29. 

Others booked are Simon Barere, 
pianist, Feb. 4; Harold Bauer, pianist, 
| Nov. 26; Robert Casadesus, pianist, 
| March 4, and Bartlett and Robertson, 
| pianists, Jan. 7. 











Full 
the recordings will 
be taken in Life, Time, Newsweek 
and the New Yorker from Oct. 6 to 
Oct. 25. The records will be re- 
leased Oct. 1. 


‘CLASSIC VOICES OF 


PAST FORMING ALBUM 


RCA Victor will issue an his- 


torical album of celebrity sing- 
ers of the early part of the cen- 


tury in October. Records are all 12- 
inch, and contain 10 selections by 10 
artists with the entire album selling 
for $5.50. 

Records to be re-issued are Titta 
Ruffo’s ‘Hamlet,’ ‘Marcella Sem- 
brich’s ‘Traviata,’ Geraldine Farrar’s 
Butterfly,’ Charles Dalmores’s Car- 
men,’ Antonio Scotti’s ‘Tosca,’ 
Johanna Gadski’s ‘Tannhauser,’ Nel- 
lie Melba’s ‘Lucia,’ Pol Plancon’s ‘Le 
Cid” Emma Calve’s ‘Carmen,’ and 
Mattia Battistini’s ‘Ernani.’ 


Opera Group Auditioning 


The Opera group of the National 
Orchestral Association will hold au- 
ditions for membership beginning 
Oct. 1. Organization will present 
five operas at Carnegie Hall during 
the year. 

One operatic role is the minimum 
requirement for membership. 
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Dance Remotes Off Networks 


a 


WSMB, New Orleans, Feuds With A.F.M.—Cisler of 


WGRC, Louisville, 





James 
eration of M 


sday) gave 
(na) Thursday (tomorrow) to find a 


i o the fight between WGRC, 
me and the local union. 
Mutual has the choice of (1) set- 
tling the issue, (2) of cutting off the 
Louisville affiliate from network 
service of any kind and (3) of hav- 
ing musicians in originating stations 
parred from feeding any sort of 
music to affiliated outlets. 

NBC is meanwhile trying to induce 
Petrillo to permit one of the AFM 
officials to accompany an NBC sta- 
tions relations exec on A call, to 
WSMB, New Orleans, with a view 
to solving the musicians tangle ex- 
isting there and getting remote con- 
trol bands back to the NBC-Red. 

Remote pickups of sustaining 
bands were knocked off both NBC- 
Red and Mutual networks last week 
because of disputes between outlet 
members of the webs:and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians. Red 
pickups were cancelled because of 
an argument between AFM local 174, 
New Orleans, and WSMB, that city. 
Mutual blackout occurred over 
WGRC, Louisville, Ky. NBC beat 
James C. Petrillo, AFM head, to the 
punch this time, however, by black- 
ing out sustaining pickups itself, not 
waiting for Petriilo to order the 
bands off. 

Started when Petrillo ordered 
NBC Thursday (11) to cease feeding 
WSMB remotes because the station 
and local have been unable to get 
together on a contract for house mu- 
sicians. NBC countered by saying it 
couldn’t refuse to service the outlet, 
that the contract between them 


would then be violated. Then, an- | 
ticipating Petrillo’s proclamation tq | 


bandleaders to stay off the Red, NBC 
cancelled band programs itself. 

Same sort of argument pushed 
bands off Mutual next day (Fri.) 
although each individual station on 
the circuit broadcast pickups locally. 
WOR, New York’s programming, for 
instance, wasn’t disturbed. Pickups 
simply were not fed to other out- 
lets. Mutual blackout hurt Ameri- 
can Society of Authors, Composers 
and Publishers members, of course, 
Mutual net is their only channel for 
song performances. 





Cisler Raps Petrillo 


Louisville, Sept. 16. 
Steve Cisler, WGRC’s_ general 
manager, took to his own facilities 
last Friday night (12) to attack 
James C. Petrillo, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians prez. He accused 
Petrillo of using Hitler tactics and 


stated that he had been negotiating | 


with the Louisville local until the 
latter's president called and_in- 
formed him that he would have to 
employ six additional men _ by 
Sept. 1. 

Edwin Lorenz, president of the 


Louisville local, said that all WGRC | 
had been employing on its staff was | 
an organist and that the union had | 


been sending over bands for audi- 
tions at the station until it be- 
came a joke. Lorenz held that it 
was only fair that the station em- 
ploy a reasonable number of local 
musicians in asmuch as it was get- 
ting name bands from remotes on 
the networks. 


Cisler has taken the position that 


he will not yield to the union and 
that if Mutual insisted that a settle- 
ment be made he would drop the 
affiliation. He also circulated other 
MBS with cards urging them to ask 
Congressmen to ‘support new legis- 
lation to curb such union tactics.’ 


JAN SAVITT ADJUSTS 
DISPUTE, STAYS MCA 





Jan Savitt’s squabble with Music. 


orp. of America has been ironed 
out and the band is to remain with 
the agency, 


year, at which time MCA has agreed 
Provide Savitt with a location 
stand. Savitt tried for a release 
from MCA last week, though he still 
Owes the agency a portion of the 
money that was advanced him last 
year to buy a release from a Con- 
Solidated Radio Artists contract. 
Band will go into the Strand the- 


a New York, for two weeks 
= 3, replacing Sonny Dunham's 
and which had been booked for 


that period. 


+ 


c. Petrillo, American Fed-| BOB ASTOR INTO ARAGON 


usicians prez, yesterday 
the Mutual network 


tI will play one-night- | 
€rs and theatres until the first of the | 


Does Self-Blackout 








Lloyd Meyer's Cleveland Spot Now 
With MCA 





Cleveland, Sept. 16. 

Bob Astor’s crew, which played 
all summer at the Sea Girt ballroom 
in New Jersey, into Lloyd Meyer’s 
Aragon Sept. 21 for a month’s run 
as the first house band spotted by 
| MCA. 

Dance hall, tieing up with MCA 
for the first time. is becoming a new 
build-up outlet for its bands by 
hooking up with WHK and the 
Mutual chain for several network 
shots weekly. Astor to be the first 
|band name the ballroom has ever 
plugged on the air. 

Meyer also spotting MCA name 
| outfits every other Sunday, for one- 
{night stands. Jan Savitt inaugurated 
‘this policy Sunday (14) and Ray- 
mond Scott is set for Oct. 5. 








| 
| 


‘Mw'kee A.F.M. Local Has 
36 Members Employed 
At Three Radio Stations 


Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 

Musicians’ union, Local No. 8, 
| A.F.M., now has 36 men working in 
|radio stations here as the result of 
| negotiations just concluded between 
| Vollmer Dahlstrand, union chief, and 
| execs of the kilocycle cabins. 

WEMP, which has had only three 
musicians regularly on its payroll, 
was asked to add three more, then 
of its own volition because business 
is good put on five additional men, 
giving it a total of eight. 
| WISN, which recently went to 
/5.000 watts, added two musicians, 
thereby increasing its staff to 10. 

WTMJ already had 18 men, or 
|four more than union requirements, 
so its number stands as is. 

Musicians’ organization also has 
upped its fees in the local niteries 
whose business is booming due to 
increased spending as a result of 
heavy payrolls in the defense in- 
dustries. Some squawks at the pay 
boosts for musicians, but eventually 
all the spots signed up, men who 
formerly got $1 per hour now get- 
ting $1.25 and those who got $1.25 
now getting $1.50 per hour. 














INTO A SONGWRITER 


Jack Rosenberg, president of New | 


York local 802 of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, is now a song- 
writer. He’s listed as co-writer with 
Ira Schuster, Leonard Whitcup and 
Paul Cunningham 
published by Feist, Inc. 
It's titled ‘All for Love.’ 


HANK D’AMICO ON OWN 


Bob 





Crosby Clarinetist Launching 
Small Group in Buffalo 
Buffalo, Sept. 16. 
Hank D'Amico, who left clarinet 
seat with Bob Crosby, unveils his 
own band at a suburban benefit Fri- 


JACK ROSENBERG TURNS 


of a tune being | 


| 





day (19). Outfit numbers eight 
men and is sweet-swing. Aim- 
ing to play mostly school dates for 
the present, to build up collegiate | 
followin Tick Smith, local pro- | 
moter, is handling the outfit. 

Hank’s lineup is brother, Jack, 
tenor sax: Oakley Yale, accordion; 
Frank Marino, guitar; Red O'Neill, 
piano; Jimmy Cantino, bass and 
Sandy Graff, drums. 


Dancing to Discs 


Toledo, Sept. 16. 
Something new in ballroom prac- 
inaugurated 
Erie, Mich., 


| 


tice hereabouts has been 
lat Luna Pier, near 


| where an outdoor dancefloor extend- 
' the 


‘ing into Lake Erie has been operat- 
ing all summer. With the close of 
lthe regular season, and favorable 


| weather, the ballroom continues to 
ibe open—but, instead of an orches- 
‘tra on the bandstand, records pro- 
vide the music. 

Advertisements state: ‘Dance under 
the stars with America’s leading or- 
by 


| chestras recordings.’ 


IN THE ARMY NOW 


Circus, Radio and Dance Musicians 
In Service Group 








San Antonio, Sept. 16. 

Former circus, rodeo and radio 
musicians make up the newly 
formed orchestra at Brooks Field 
here. John L. Sparks of the 63rd 
Air Base group is pianist of the 
group. He’s from the Ted Lewis and 
Lawrence Welk bands. 

Bob Rucker, the trombonist, has 
played with Chan Chandler and Her- 
man Waldman. 

Preston R. Noble, trap drummer 
and soloist, has played with Vic 
Insirilo, Jack Benton and Ringling 
Brothers. 

David C. Clark, saxophone, has 
played with Louis Stokes, and Ed 
Ferlack’s bands. 

Tommy Watts, tenor sax, has 
played with Eddie Fitzpatrick and 
Eddie Martin. 


CEDAR POINTS 
GAY REPORT 


Cedar Point, O., Sept. 16. 


On Labor Day, this resort ended 
one of the most successful seasons 
in its half-century existence with 
the assistance of a name-band policy, 
and the stimulus of defense-coin. 
This was the third year for name- 
bands, the first two being more or 
less experimental and with grosses 
not too encouraging. But, according 
to the management, the better known 
orchestras will be a fixture at the 
ballroom after this solid season, It 
feels that the missionary work of 
the preceding years is over, and that 
the customers are ready to support 
its policy. 

Each week gross bettered the one 
it followed, with the Alvino Rey 
Band, which worked the last full 
week, topping them all. Ted Weems, 
who played the last four days, also 
did very well. 











Judge Dismisses Pair 
Who Operate Clubrooms 
For Tired Tooters 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

George E. Murk, president of the 
Minneapolis Musicians’ union, and 
Edward Citarelli, doorman at the 
Musicians’ club, were acquitted by 
Paul W. Guilford in municipal court 
on charges of keeping a ‘disorderly 
ill governed tippling house.’ Charges 
grew out of an early morning raid 
of the club by the police morals 
squad, at which time only Citarelli 
was arrested. Judge Guilford in 
court the next day ordered 
Murk’s arrest. 

In a memorandum accompanying 
the acquittal charge, Judge Guilford 
remarked the court case had brought 
out sufficient evidence so there can 
be no excuse if they are brought into 





also 


ecurt in the future. He also said 
there was no evidence that Murk 
ever had been in the clubrooms at 
night. 

Murk says the musicians have 


maintained clubrooms for 40 years in 
the interests of the members’ eco- 
nomic and social welfare and 
public is never invited to the rooms. 


JACK LAVIN MOTORS 
TO JOIN WHITEMAN 


Jack Lavin, Paul Whiteman’s per- 
'sonal manager, left New York by 
auto yesterday (Tuesday) for San 
Francisco where the bandman open: 
lat the Palace hotel Oct. 2. White- 
man bows on the NBC-Red with 
Burns and Allen Oct. 5 for Swan 
Soap. He opens at the Florentine 





| 
| 
| 


Gardens, Los Angeles, in December. 
Lavin may remain on the Coast 
for two or three months. 


Strike Hits Hopkins 
San Francisco, Sept. 16. 

Strike of hotel employees has 
spread to the Mark Hopkins hostelry, 
first hotel with entertainment 
policy, to be affected. Herbie 
Holmes orchestra, on its first Frisco 
date, is the current. attraction, 
jumping here a week ago form Cin- 

cinnati, on a 16-week contract. 


is respecting the picket line. Holmes, 
himself, is stopping at the St. Fran- 
cis. 


the | 


Victor Records Uses Dance Carnival 
Idea as Ballyhoo for Disc Sales: 


T. Dorsey, F ields Under Auspices 





ROY GILL’S SPLURGE 


$1,740 For Special Boston Newspaper 
Space on Casa Loma 


Auburndale, Mass., Sept. 16. 

Totem Pole will take the largest 
advertisement ever placed by a New 
England ballroom when it starts off 
Glen Gray and the Casa Loma or- 
chestra’s unlimited engagement next 
Monday (22) with a full page ad in 
rotogravure in the Boston Sunday 
Herald (21) and the Boston Traveler 
Monday (22). Cost is $1,740 for the 
page. 

Two months ago, Manager Roy 
Gill bought a full page in color in 
the Boston Record-American, using 


with following copy: ‘Unrivalled re- 
finement of atmosphere’ plus name 
and address on remainder of space— 
purely an institutional ad. 





Murk Frowns Upon 
Benefit; Called Chiefly 
A Promoter’s Self-Aid 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

A ‘Boogie for Britain’ show, sched- 
uled for the Lyceum theatre last 
Sunday and advertised as a benefit 
for Britain, with Bob Zurke and Jo- 
Jo Sullivan, appearing at local nit- 
eries, as performers ran into difficul- 
ties when the local chapter of 
‘Bundles for Britain’ withdrew its 
name after objections from the Min- 
neapolis Musicians union. 

George Murk, Musicians’ union 
president, claimed a local boogie 
woogie group was being used as a 
‘front. He charged that investiga- 


tion showed that a booking agency 
here promoted the affair to publicize 
itself and its business and that 
‘Bundits for Britain’ was of second- 
ary consideration. 


Murk said the local professional 








bute financially or render services 
for charitable purposes, but he does 
so through his own union organiza- 
tion. The ‘Bundles for Britain’ offi- 
cers said they would have nothing to 
do with the show as long as it was 
not approved by the union. How: 
ever, the show was given, but in the 
Prom ballroom instead of the 
ceum, 


NO RADIO TIME SO 





Six-week location date for Tommy 
Tucker at Colonial Inn, Singac, N. J., 
has been cancelled. Tucker was sup- 


posed to tee-off a new name band 
policy at the spot Oct. 10, with Mu- 
tual and CBS wires but 
|out when CBS 


cancelled 
advised him that it 


|had no sustaining time to allot to 
him. Since he agreed to play the 
spot only for the air-time he could 
get, and for which his contract 
called, he bowed out. 

Until it decided to switch to name 


bands, Colonial, a 450 seat spot, had 
used non-name acts and local music 


CHICAGO BOOKER CHANGES 


Art Weems Back at GAC-—Ann 
| Richardson CRA’s Rep 
| Changes in Chicago agencies 


|General Amusement Corp. and Con 
| solidated Radio 
fective last week. 
was once head 


Art Weems, who 
of GAC’s branch 
| there, resumed that post. He re- 
placed Joe Shribman, who returns to 
New York office to work on location 
jobs. Weems had his own agency 
| with his brother Bob, but gave it up 
| to return to GAC. 

CRA’s shift involved Ann 


|Green in New York. She assumed 


musician is always ready to contri- | 


Artists became ef- | 





half-page for picture of ballroom | 





| 


Ly- | 
| union 
swank 


T. TUCKER CANCELS 


| went 


Monte Proser’s Dance Carnival 
idea, which opened and closed in 
less than a month at Madison Square 
Garden, N.Y. last June, will be taken 
on the road as exploitation for Vic- 
tor Records. Under the title, ‘RCA- 
Victor Dance Caravan,’ a unit con- 
sisting of Tommy Dorsey and Shep 


Fields’ orchestras plus the palm 
trees, lights, etc., that were used at 
the Garden, will begin a two-week 
‘test’ tour Nov. 3 at the Cleveland, 
O., Auditorium. 

Dorsey, who was picked to rep- 
resent the company’s Victor label, 
for which he records, and Fields, se- 
lected likewise for the Bluebird 
sides, will stay with the show for 
the two weeks, making stands in 
various cities where there are large 
auditoriums. If the initial two 
weeks prove successful Victor plans 
to keep the Caravan on_ the 
road for about nine months, using 
various bands on the two labels 
when they are available, and repeat- 
ing them if necessary. Orchestras 
will be paid, of course; a conference 
last week between the leaders and 
their bookers with Victor officials 
worked out a payoff rate that’s sup- 
posed to be somewhere between 
what each outfit would have earned 
were it playing regular percentage 
one-nighters or theatres during 
those weeks. 

Victor won’t run the dances free 
as far as admission is concerned. 
Two many squawks from competi- 
tive enterprises would result. There 
will be an arrangement whereby 
Victor dealers and distributors will 
be cuffed, probably along with their 
friends, but there also will be a gen- 
eral admission charge. Prices and 
itinerary of the show has not defi- 
nitely been set. It may remain in 
Cleveland for several days. 





Customers’ Champagne 
Party Costs Parsons’ 
Orch Det. Hotel Job 


Detroit, Sept. 16. 

Champagne, flowing freely, 
washed Lorin Parsons orch out of 
exclusive Casino of the Hotel Book- 
Cadillac here. Although the action 
originally was summary—‘there’s the 
door’ — conferences between the 
maestro, union and management, in 
which officials of the musicians 
threatened to strike the 
spot, turned the immediate 
dismissals into a two-week notice. 

What happened was that a lonely, 
well-heeled manufacturer started 
wanting folks to help him celebrate 
his birthday. From sending bottles 
to other tables, he became more ex- 
pansive until his final bill covered 
$700 worth of champagne—an esti- 
mated 78 bottles. The party, which 
six hours through plentif:.! 
high jinks and well into the after 
hours, finally involved the band, the 





| maitre d’hotel and captain of waiters, 
| the latter two getting the heave-ho 


LOPEZ ARRIVES 
t TO LAUNCH NEW POLICY 


| 
| 


without further adieus. 


Although William oO. Seelbach. 


general manager of the hotel, 
charged that he had a right to toss 
the band out for breaking an iron- 
clad rule that men in the orchestra 


can't drink in public rooms, Parsons 
called in the musicians union which 
bolstered his claim that the band 
not responsible for the party 
and was entitled to a two-weeks no- 
tice. If not, union orchestras would 
be nixed in the Casino. 


was 








LATE 





Fitchburg, Mass., Sept. 16. 

Billy Burns’ inauguration of a 
name-band policy at the Fitchburg 
Arena got off on the wrong foot Fri- 
day when Vincent Lopez’ orchestra 
failed to arrive until 10:45 p.m. The 
|leader flew in and his band came by 
| bus, but both late. 


When the music finally started 


Rich- | around 11 p.m., 600 were present at 
Band is not actually on strike but | ardson, who was assistant to Charles | $1.10 a throw. 


In addition to re- 
said hundreds turned 


funds, Burns 


|charge of the Chicago branch last|away at the door when they found 


| week, 


{the band missing. 
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Coin-Catching Records—and Others 





‘Joltin’ 


Serenade’ 


Les Brown; Joe 
gio’-‘Nickel 
Brown’s coming band cut coin ma- 
chine material on both sides. Built 
around Joe DiMaggio’s 56-game hit- 
ting streak of past summer, first side 
is a outstandingly strong novelty 
with good lyric and lilting melody. 
It's at fast, lilting 
pace. Reverse is best release so far 
of ‘Coin Machine Song.’ Tempo is 
medium-fast. Betty Bonney vocals 
both. 

King Sisters; ‘Moonglow’-‘Slap- 
Siap’ (Bluebird 11279). Kings tie up 
the first standard in sock arrange- 
ment and clean capable of 
selling Machines. will 
find to anything they’ve 
done; is Reverse, 


played solidly 


vocal; 
anywhere. 
it equal 


tempo average. 


a twist on ‘Give Me Some Skin,’ is | 


a lively jump piece. 
tops it easily, however. 

Artie Shaw (Victor Album P-85). 
Victor combined some of the best of 
Shaw’s hit sides, four with the old 
band that made ‘Begin Beguine’ and 
four with the new string-sectioned 
combo, into this book and it ought 
to sell with ease. Collectors will 
dispute with Victor the selection of 
the four best sides with the old band, 
all of which are driving arrange- 
ments to the four standards made 
with the new band. Tunes are: 
‘Beguine,’ ‘Back Bay Shuffle,’ ‘Traf- 
fic Jam,’ ‘Seranade to a Savage.’ 
‘Frenesi,’ ‘Stardust,’ ‘Dancing in 
Dark,’ and ‘Moonglow.’ 

Claude Thornhill; ‘Lovers in Glass 
Houses’-‘Mandy Is Two’ (Col. 36- 
361). Thornhill is headed for the 
top, but the process is being slowed 
by the tunes given him to record, 
and the way they're done. Pace 
needs to be varied. With the ex- 
ception of ‘Hungarian Dance,’ etc., 
everything he has made has been 
slow beautifully tooled arrange- 
ments which have produced little 
reaction in machines. Something to 
attract kids is in order; ‘three min- 
ute concerts,’ no matter how good, 
won't do the job. In addition, these 
tunes aren’t worth much. Dick 
Harding vocals dully. 


‘Moonglow’ 


=— 


DiMag- | 
(OK 6377). 


Ina Ray Hutton; ‘Nobody's Sweet- 
| heart’~Back in Own Backyard’ (OK 


16380). Miss Hutton’s greatly im- 
proved band drives two standards 
solidly. They’re not likely to do} 


anything in machines, sales will be 
'from counters, but if she continues 
to improve and gets good material 
| she'll build a following. ‘Backyard’ 
| is better side here, but coupling, with 
leader's vocal, close’ behind. 
| Guitar break shines. 

Bob Chester; ‘You Betcha My 
| Life’-“You Can’t Get Lovin’ (Blue- 
ibird 11280). Chester hasn’t made 
a tune with as much machine pos- 
sibilities as the first in some tiine. 
Good rhythm melody, band plays 
‘Betcha’ solidly from a colorful ar- 


1S 


-/rangement. Reverse, in dance tempo, 


is an old tune. It's treated equally 
| well, but first side is topper. Betty 
| Bradley vocals both and does ‘'em 
| neatly. 

Bing Crosby; ‘Waiter, Porter, and 
|Upstairs Maid’-‘Birth of Blues’ 

(Decca 3970). Machines should go 
|heavily for first; Crosby, Mary Mar- 
| tin, Jack Teagarden and his band 
'combined to cut solid novelty from 
| combo's film, ‘Birth of Blues.’ It’s 
[light stuff, delivered with a peppy 
itang. Crosby is coupled to Teagar- 
den’s band and trombone on reverse, 
a familiar melody. 

Mitchell Ayres; ‘I Don’t Want Set 
World On Fire’-‘When Are We Go- 
ing to Land Abroad’ (Bluebird 
11275). Victor's first release of tune 
that’s hitting high spots currently 
Ayres version of ‘Fire’ is satisfy- 
ing, but hardly strong enough to 
head off Tommy Tucker's | start. 
| Speed is slower, and it hurts. Mere- 
|dith Blake's vocal is average. Should 
|get some counter sales, however. 
| Backing seems a good novelty. It’s 
|played in lively tempo and lyric 
infers what sailors have beefed about 
|since Noah built the Ark; good for 








| certain machines, 

| Teddy Powell; ‘Mickey’-‘In Pine- 
|top’s Footsteps’ (Bluebird 11276). 
|Start of another cycle? First it’s 


i ‘Jim’—now ‘Mickey.’ Lyric concerns 
a youngster, however, not a philan- 
derer. In slow dance tempo side 








|leaves good impression though it’s 
not strong enough to do much in 
machines. Ruth 


Gaylor’s vocal is 
> 


| okay. Reverse is another of Pow- 
ell's boogie-woogie sizzlers, It socks 
'and rocks. 





| 

| 

Alvino Rey picks on a strong bal- 
| lad this release, turning out an im- 
| pressive version of ‘Don’t Take Your 
| Love From Me’ (Bluebird 11272), 
| with Yvonne King vocalling. 
a cinch to figure in record sales. of 
ithe tune, in boxes or otherwise. 
Yvonne does reverse, too, a cutting 
of the standard ‘Jealous’ that stacks 
up as powerful backing. Vocal is 
backed by chorus ensemble. 





Horace Heidt is first to record an- 
other novelty of ‘Hut-Sut’ school. 
‘B-I-Bi’ (Col. 36337) is expected to 
be a solid hit. This won't. Tune is 
cute and undoubtedly will sell, but 
Heidt’s doesn’t seem to have the 
punch for a big splash in niachines. 
It’s very unreffeshing. In_ easy 
rhythm, it’s vocalled by Donna and 
Don Juans. Smooth handling of 
‘Tattletale,’ in dance tempo, spot- 
lights Frankie Carle's tasteful piano- 
ing. It’s the better side. Charles 
Goodwin vocals. 





Tony Pastor’s coupling of two Cole 
Porter tunes from ‘You'll Never Get 
Rich’ (Bluebird 11267) are played 
well, but neither seems to have much 
chance to do anything in boxes. 
‘Dream Dancing,’ a fair melody, is 
vocalled by Johnny McAfee. ‘So 
Near and Yet So Far,’ lyriced by 
Eugenie Baird, is a good side, in 
fast bolero rhythm. It should do 
all right on counters. Buddy Clarke 
does ‘Dream Dancing’ (OK 6368) and 
gets more out of it than McAfee, but 
it still doesn’t total up. It’s backed 
with ‘Honorable Moon’—so-so. 





Charlie Spivak cut a much-needed 
instrumental in ‘Let’s Go Home’ (OK 
6366). He’s been devoting heavy at- 
tention to commercial pops and this 
side, played with smooth drive and 
light rhythmic bounce, hits the mark. 
It should find machine play despite 
fact boxes don’t go for instrumentals 
nowadays. Leader’s trumpet is open. 
‘To Your Heart's Content’ (‘Acer- 
cate Mas’) is a side that boxes can 
use. It’s another instrumental, but 
in the sweet groove and based on a 
fine melody. Background for Spi- 
vak’s muted horn is light and fluffy. 





‘Elmer's Tune’ 
is a melody that 


Glenn Miller's 
(Bluebird 11274) 


has done well in midwest via Dick 
Jurgen’s on Okeh. Miller does a 
commercial enough job, at slow 


dance speed, on the pleasant air, but 
that the tune packs the punch for 
wide attention in eastern boxes is 
doubtful. Ray Eberle and Modern- 
aires vocal. ‘Delilah’ is a weak 
entry. At dance speed, lyric is done 
by Tex Beneke and Modernaires. 




















FORMS 
FOR 





issue of 








VARIETY 


CLOS/NG 


BOXOFFICE 
BANDS 


Extra Exploitation Values 


Reserve Advertising Space NOW 


Side’s | 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





and respective publishers.) 
1. Maria Elena (12) 


2. Yours 


7. Don't Want to Set World Fire (4) 


. Kiss Boys Goodbye (7) Famous. 


in demand on the coin machines.) 


Time Was (Southern)... 
Peaceful In Country (Potgie)....... 


Booglie Wooglie Piggy (Mutual).... 


Why Don’t We Do This Often (BVC) 





Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio (Courtney) 
Rancho Pillow (Shapiro) , 
Mama (Encore) 


SOMO cia ccesscces 


(9) EE, beac eee on ee bee wknd 
3. Yes, Indeed (7) Embassy... scccccecseces 
4. You and I (4) WR occa beded sake 


5. Til Reveille (4) Melody Lane.......... 


. Guess I'll Dream Rest (4) Block....... 


8. You Are My Sunshine (2) Southern.... 
9. Piano Concerto B Flat (1) (Martin).... 


ee’ SEE) 440465042 205.0 sb40ReSs beens ces 


$21 Day, Once Month (Kaycee)............ 
I've Been Drafted (Vanguard)............. 


Blue Champagne ((Encore) ,........ 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to Variety. 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order 0 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


Names 


Figures and names in 


COCO eee 


{ Jimmy Dorsey Decca 
) Tony Pastor....... - Bluebird 
Jimmy Dorsey Decca 
Vaughn Monroe... .. Bluebird 
Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
Bing Crosby .........Decca 
Glenn Miller ,..... Bluebird 
Bing Crosby..........Decca 
Kay Kyser........Columbia 
{ Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
| Tommy Dorsey........ Victor 


.. { Tommy Tucker ,...... Okeh 
Cherio | Horace Heidt ....Columbia 
{ Tommy Tucker ....... Okeh 

) Bing Crosby .........Decca 


Freddie Martin ...Bluebird 


{ Tommy Dorsey ......Victor 
UTommy Tucker........Okeh 


eeaeveae 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 


§ Jimmy Dorsey .......Decca 
ee ee PPE 2 00cc. 
Charlie Spivak ....... Okeh 


ee Harry James 


§ Glenn Miller.,..... Bluebird 
| Johnny Long.........Decca 


eeeeene 


Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 

{ Dick Robertson ...... Decca 

*) Tony Pastor ....... Bluebird 

§ Kay Kyser. 000 66 6 hen 
Co eer Decca 

§ Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

“seee* | Frankie Masters.......Okeh 
‘Ray Ryser .....s. Columbia 

sseees* ) Freddie Martin ...Bluebird 
Se tena Les Brown .......:... OKGn 
bate eek Freddie Martin ...Bluebird 
seeeeee Horace Heidt ....Columbia 





Meyer Davis has opened a $250,- 


000 bowling center, the Hi-Skor, in 
downtown Washington, D. C, 





Bob Chester re-signed to Bluebird 
Records for second year, 








| Sammy Kaye takes eight-day va- 


ication after completing current 
Strand theatre, N. Y., date tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 





Jerry Wald begins work with his 
| new California college band at Long- 
view, Tex., Sept. 19-20 then goes to 
| St. Anthony hotel, San Antonio, Tex., 
Sept. 23-27 and Blue Moon, Wichita, 
Kan., opening Oct. 3. 


three-week 
Pitts- 


Henry King opened 
engagement at Bill Green’s, 
burgh, Monday (15), replacing 
Everett Hoagland outfit. 

Earl Hines band opens Grand Ter- 
race Cafe, Chicago, for four weeks 
Oct. 3. 





Jimmy Dorsey has recorded a tune 
titled ‘What Makes Sammy Run,’ 
based on the book by the same name 
by Budd Schulberg. 





Tommy Dorsey is following Harry 
James’ recording of ‘Eli Eli’ with 
one of his own on Victor, trumpeting 
done by Ziggy Elman, 





Paul Carley, baritone, now singing 
with Dick Rogers band at New York 
Roseland B. 


Harold Nagel band opens in the 


new Columbian Room at the Astor 
| hotel, New York, Sept. 22, 





| Sam Donahue band plays its first 
| theatre date Sept. 22-24 at the State 
| theatre, Hartford, Conn, 


| Stan Kenton’s Coast band will get 
/a buildup via Decca recordings be- 
| fore going East for bookings. Crew 
|currently is playing the Balboa 
| beach ballroom on Coast. 








Henry Jerome band into the 


the | 


Upbeat 


1 Bar, Detroit, for Chicago's Congress 
| Hotel. 





Jane Alfred, former singing swim- 
mer with Billy Rose’s Aquacade dur- 
ing Great Lakes Expo, joined Clint 
Noble’s crew as vocalist in Cleveland. 
Ernie Taylor, who has been Noble’s 

(Continued on page 49) 











HENRY 
BUSSE 


and HI8 ORCHESTRA 








Now at the 


| Edgewater Beach Hotel 
Chicago 

















DICK 
ROGERS 


And His Orchestra 
CURRENTLY AT 
ROSELAND, NEW YORK 
Broadcasting Coast to Coast 
NBC NETWORK 
” 

COLUMBIA OKEH RECORDS 
MUZAK TRANSCRIPTIONS 
Per. Dir.: HARRY A, ROMM 


MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 











JIMMY 
DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 


.»..- Columbia. 











———— 
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Merry-Go-Round, Pittsburgh, for in- 
definite run following summer en- 
gagement at 500 Club in Atlantic 
City. He replaces Benny Burton. 


Featuring BOB EBERLY 
and HELEN O’CONNELL 


PARAMOUNT STUDIOS 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 
“THE FLEETS IN” 


DECCA RECORDS 


ARIETY 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 





NEW YORK 
154 W. 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. | 








Gloria Van, singer with Jerry 
Shelton’s orchestra, joining Vic 
' Abbs crew when it leaves the Motor 

















Personal Management — BILL BURTON 
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Unpredictable Switcheroo 





Swing and sweet reversed positions at the b.o. again last week. 
Benny Goodman's band topped all previous opening-night high-water 
marks at Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., recaptur- 
ing for the swingsters at least one palm, so far, from Sammy Kaye. 
Latter invaded Meadowbrook few months ago and cracked records 


set by Glenn Miller, Jimmy and Tommy Dorsey. 


Goodman drew 


about 1,100 opening night (Thurs.) and a few short of 1,700 Saturday 
(13), the highest number of patrons that ever has been packed into 


the spot. 


Last thing anyone would expect is a successful stand by Tommy 
Tucker in Harlem, New York. Yet Tucker went into the Savoy Ball- 


room in that quarter Sunday 


(14) and drew approximately 8,000 
dancers with strictly sweet rhythms and novelties. 


That total is con- 


sidered very good for the hottest swing groups, which play more in 


Harlem’s groove. 














Defense Stamp Admits to Tea Dance 





Stunt Originated for 


Glenn Miller’s 


Saturday 


Matinees at Pennsylvania Hotel 


Glenn Miller will inaugurate a 
Saturday afternoon series of tea 
dances at the Pennsylvania hotel, 
New York, beginning Oct. 11, for 
which an admission of one Defense 
Savings Stamp will be charged. Lat- 
ter are sold in various demonina- 
tions, but the lowest (25c) will be 
accepted. As well as helping Stamp 
sales, the idea is to provide an au- 
dience for Miller’s Saturday 5-6 
p.m. full-hour sustaining show on the 
NBC-Blue, which donates 250 re- 
cordings and one or more radio- 
phonograph combinations to Army 
camps. 

Dances will last two hours—4:15- 
6:15 p.m. Admission will cover only 
the privilege of listening or dancing 
to the band and seeing the broad- 


cast. Drinks, etc., will, of course, 
be extra. Band opens at the hotel 
Oct. 6. 





Bob McGrew negotiating a shot on 
the Fitch Band Wagon with the 
sponsor in Des Moines where both 
are localites. After an engagement 
at Kansas City club McGrew and 
band will likely head foi the West 
Coast. 





a, 
4 





Gus Edwards of Chicago 
Sets McCoy on the Coast 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Clyde McCoy orchestra goes into 
the Trianon at South Gate, Cal., for 
a stand from Sept. 18 through Oct. 29. 


Set through the Gus Edwards of- 
fice here. 





Campus Kids Pony Up 
For Dinah Shore Instead 
Of Imported Name Band 


College hop which follows the an- 
nual Oklahoma U.-Oklahoma State 
U. football game usually uses a name 
band, but this year Oklahoma U. 
dancers will be satisfied with a local 
combo because the budget is being 


used up to import Dinah Shore. 
Singer will fly from New York, all 
expenses paid. 

Date is Sept. 26. 











For information write 
Greyhound Travel Bureau at 
nearest city below: 

New York City e Cleveland, Ohio 
Chicago, Illinois e Philadelphia, Pa. 
Boston, Mass. * Warsepen, d.Cc. 

etroit, Michigan e St. s, Mo. 
an Francisco, Cal.eFt. Worth, Tex. 
Minneapolis, Minn. eLexington, Ky. 
harleston - Va. e Cincinnati, O. 
ichmond, Va. e Memphis, Tenn. 
New Orleans, La. ¢ Windsor, Ont. 


{is London Street, E.) « migetees 
ebee, (1188 Dorchester St., W.5 














Greyhound is the first choice in travel 
for many more reasons than extra 
economy! There’s the extra convenience 
of frequent schedules, handy terminals 
—the extra comfort of traveling in 
smooth-riding, air-conditioned Super- 
Coaches—plus the extra reduction in 
transportation costs when you charter 
an entire Greyhound for a group travel- 
ing together. Next time you go on the 
road—professionally or for pleasure— 
go Greyhound, anywhere in America. 



































On-the-Upbeat 


Continued from page 48 








pianist-partner in booking bureau, 
quit him last week to handle society 
dance dates for MCA in Northern 
Ohio. 





Tony di Pardo, whose band opened 
the fall season at Hotel Texas Den 
Friday (12) at Fort Worth, is pre- 
senting a new member of the outfit, 
Anne Ryan, husky-voiced blonde 
singer of Kansas City. She replaced 
Betty Bunch, who stepped from the 
bandstand to matrimony at the 
Shreveport engagement. 





Harold Austin has opened his Es- 
quire Ballroom, Buffalo, for second 
season with his own band, 





Dave Cheskin, WGR-WKBK, Buf- 
falo, music director, also taking band 
into Glen Casino in suburban Wil- 
liamsville on weekends. 





Newt Perry, who disbanded his 
orchestra to get married and honey- 
moon, is reorganizing in New Haven, 
Conn., where he originally started 
while at Yale: 





George Harris opened last Friday 
(12) for the season at the Rio Casino, 
in Boston, formerly the Versailles. 
Al Taxier continues as new spot’s 
manager. 





Anthony Bruno started his third 
season last Thursday (11) at the Latin 
Quarter, Boston. 


Kenneth Drummond, former solo- 
ist with Horace Heidt orchestra, un- 
der name of Kenny Drake, to Camp 
Croft, S. C., as private. 





Eddy Rogers orchestra at the Hotel 
Utah, Salt Lake City, Sept. 19. Irene 
Janis, vocalist, will be along, as well 
as Enters and Borgia, dancers. 

Schedule calls for dancing every 
night except Sunday; with cover 
charges 75c Thursday and Friday, 
and $1 Saturdays. 





Colonial Inn, Singac, N. J., nitery, 
has Ciro Rimac and his orch, plus 
South American revue with Alzira 
Camargo, Brazilian chanteuse- 
terper. 





Horace Henderson, arranger for 
numerous swing bands, is fronting 
new all-colored orch. 





Augusto Sanabia, Cuban violinist, 
and his orch into the Beachcomber 
Room of the Blue Mirror, Newark 
nitery, Tuesday (16). 





Hal Wayne and his rhumba-conga 
crew go to the Hotel Wolverine, De- 
troit, Sept 19. Ensemble opened 
new Drum room of Hotel President, 
Kansas City, Aug. 29. 





Joe Cappo opened the New Edge- 
wood club at St. Joseph, Mo., spot in 
which Joe Howard has laid out an 
estimated $75,000 in remodelling, re- 
decorating and renaming. 

Tony Sales, orch leader of Mayfair 
Club, West Orange, N. J., left New- 
ark hospital Sunday (13) after a 
four months’ layup. 

Frankie Little trio at Hotel Roose- 
velt Lounge Cafe, Pittsburgh, for 
two-month stretch, following Johnny 
Kaaihue and his Royal Hawaiians. 





Len Mavern’s band, featuring Neil 
Buckley, former Don Bestor vocal- 
ist, into Colonial, Pittsburgh, replac- 
ing Eddie Weitz crew. 





Howard Becker’s band has hit road 
again following three-month run at 
Pines, Pittsburgh, and Bill LeRoy’s 
outfit has been signed there for week 
end dance sessions, 

Skinnay Ennis band cut its first 
sides for the 50c Victor label. Made 
‘I Don’t Want to Set World on Fire’ 
and ‘Don’t Let Julia Fool Ya.’ 

Irene Daye joining Harry James 
on vocals. 








Ken Bailey band rounded out full | 


year at Fort Pitt Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
last week and had its contract re- 


newed immediately for another 12 


months. 


Teddy King closes tonight (17) at 
Sky Vue Club, Pittsburgh, and 
opens Friday (19) at Odenbach’s in 
Rochester, N. Y. From there to 
Hotel Peter Stuyvesant, Buffalo. 








Four 
(15) at Hotel 
Cafe, Pittsburgh, succeeding Frankie 
Little trio. 








Skyliners opened Monday 
Roosevelt’s Lounge | 


Phonograph Companies to Curtail 


Monthly Release of New 





+ 


Andrini in 2-Way Pitt. 
Hetel Deal; Opens Oct. 4 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 

Frank Andrini has just signed a 
two-way contract at William Penn 
hotel here, calling for his services 
with both an augmented band for 
dinner-dancing and an instrumental 
foursome for the Continental Bar. 
He’ll have a seven-piece outfit and a 
girl singer for the early evening 
sessions and his regular quartet at 
the Bar. Opens at both places Oct. 
4, replacing at latter spot Wanda 
and Her Escorts, who previously had 
succeeded Andrini there early last 
summer, 

For his vocalists, Andrini has 
signed Virginia Ramos, Latin-Ameri- 
can singer now featured here at El 
Chico. Andrini is a brother of Law- 
rence Andrini, NBC instrumental 
artist. Both boys started here to- 
gether more than 10 years ago, later 
touring in vaude before splitting up 
in 1939. 

Looks like a late start for William 
Penn’s dinner-dancing room, the 
Chatterbox. Spot is being re- 
modelled but main hitch is in Man- 
ager Gerry O’Neill’s inability to land 
the band he wants. Understood to 
be dickering for the Carmen Caval- 
lero outfit when available. 





| the run-of-the-mill 





Pop Tunes 





Intimations have come to musie 
publishers from the phonograph rec- 
ord companies that they propose to 
reduce the number of pop tunes on 
the monthly releases and thereby 
limit their merchandising objectives. 
The restriction, if it goes through, 
will make it tougher than ever for 
output of Tin 
Pan alley to get on discs. 


According to the information 
reaching publishers the recording 
companies have come to the conclu- 
sion that the list of recorded tunes 
for monthly release has expanded to 
the point where sales effort is badly 
diffused. It would be more economi- 
cal to make fewer numbers and con- 
centrate on them. 





Jimmie Lunceford Misses 
Date When Bus Busts 


Jimmie Lunceford was forced to 
cancel out of a scheduled date at 
Joyland Park, Lexington, Ky., Sept. 
8 by a mechanical break-down of the 
bus that was transporting his crew. 
Leader notified the park manage- 
ment by phone about 6 p.m. the 
evening of the hop that he would 
be unable to make it as he was over 
100 miles away at Lebanon, O. 

Park hired a local band and set 
up free dancing for a mob of over 
1000 that had come to gander 
Lunceford. 




















Just Out— 


rRAIDY CAT 


“It’s Sweet’’ 
“It’s Hot’’ 
“It’s Jive’ 
“It’s Sending’ 
“It’s Novelty’’ 
“It’s Melodic’’ 


Besides That— 


‘it’s Terrific’’ 


Listen to 


BEN BERNIE’S DECCA RECORD 3986A 
JUST RELEASED 


Published by 


WESJAY MUSIC CORPORATION 
1619 Broadway, New York 

















MICKEY GARLOCK, General Professional Manager 
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Band Theatre Biz OK; Ennis Tops 
At 346, Chi: Kaye’s N.Y. Finale 306 








|Initial appearance of Rey's band | 
, " | credited with major part of the gate. | 
Tomy Bacnty, How Sork~ | Dick Stabile, Boston—(RKO Bos- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Wound | ton: 3.200:  28-33-44-55-65) with 
up three big weeks here last night) ‘father Takes a Wife’ (RKO). Sta-| 
(Tues.), ‘Aloma of South Seas’ (Par) bile’s orch part of the Rochester unit, | 
being screen attraction. Picture and; with the colored comic getting most | 
Dorsey combined to bring steady biz,| of the kudos fo. fine $20,000 com-| 
third week being $35,000, second | ing up. 
$49,000. Pinky Tomlin, Pittsburgh—(Stan- 
Skinnay Ennis, Chicago—(Chicago; ley; 3,800; 25-40-60). With John 
4.000: 35-55-75). Going second week! Boles on the stage and ‘Law of Tro- 
with holdover of ‘Dive Bomber’| pics’ (WB) on screen. Doesn't look 
(WB). Getting 


(Estimates) 


fine $34,000 cur-/| like much more than $14,500, poor in 
rentiy, after excellent $43,300 in sec-| light of what big WB house has been 
ond week, with aviation film getting! doing of late. Tomlin and Boles 
most of the credit. were last-minute substitutes wor 
Erskine Hawkins, Los Angeles —| Jimmy Dorsey, who had to cance 
sneak: 2,200; 30-44-55 ) Ice. | out on account of Par film, ‘Fleet's 
Capades’ (Rep) and ‘Highway West’| In.” - , ; 
(WB) on screen, not much support. | Orrin Tucker-Bonnie ge at 
Band largely responsible for fairly | —(Orpheum; 3,000; 10-40-55) wi 
good $9,200 | ‘Tight Shoes’ (U). It’s the band- 
ee 'singer combo that’s getting the biz 


Horace Heidt, Cincinnati — (Shu- és ‘ 
, : smash $21,000 is in sight. 
bert: 2,150; 33-44-60) with ‘Adventure | here, and a smash $ ° 8 


in Washington’ (Col). Second stage | 


show of the new season here 7 . + 
heading for excellent $16,500. P it N | 
Sammy Kaye, New York—(Strand; I I e u S 
2.756; 35-55-75-99). In third and 
final week here with ‘Dive Bomber’ Map Plans To 
Meet AFM Ri 


(WB) as screen company. Kaye’s 
band accounting for much of the 
fine business being done, the blowoff 
session looking to $30,000 or over, 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 

Night club operators here are 

mapping plans designed to meet 20% 

increase that Musicians Union, Local 





while last week (2d) was a substan- 
tial $36,000. 

Ray Kinney, New York — (State; 
3.450; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10). Kinney 
is credited along with Emile Boreo 
and others on vaude bill with help- 
ing ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ (Col) 
(2d) though believed picture is pro- 
viding the major portion of the 











draught. Looks to very good $26,000, | © will demand for its men Oct. 1. 

nasa seam iy : In majority of cases. cafe owners 

aaa pldeon lien SUAaE at Wad sania ak ae 
av S) e 5 

Ted Lewis, Cleveland — (Palace; | = 7 


Pay tnt = va Ae | will do one of two things, cut down 
3.700; 30-35-42-55 ) with ‘Father Takes | number of hours or the number of 
a Wife’ (RKO). 


Lewis a fave here | : , : 
and pace augurs nifty $20,000 take. Pte od rage - ay ae ee 
Clyde McCoy, Los Angeles—(Para-| Cafe men claim union is basing 
mount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75) — McCoy| demands on increased biz which 
accountable for a substantial portion | hasn't materialized yet, with nitery 
of the draw here. Coupled with! gang stating they will be willing to 
‘This Woman Is Mine’ (U) on the| go along with Local 60 when and if 
screen, is getting $16,000 on the) the expected boom comes through. 
week, }On other hand, union insists current 
Tony Pastor, Brooklyn — (Strand;} take is way up over last couple of 
2.800; 30-40-50-55) with ‘Sweetheart| years at same time and claims that 
of the Campus’ (Col) and vaude|cafe musicians are still being paid 
bills. Stage show gets the honors| depression salaries. 
for attracting fine $13,500 in four| At same time, Local 60 announced 
days, Pastor’s orch getting support | that it was moving up several Pitts- 
from the Harvest Moon Dancers and/|burgh spots including Yacht Club, 
Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfal (Maude | from ‘B’ to ‘A’ rating, which means 
Davis). |increase in scale. Union permits a 
Alvino Rey, Philadelphia—(Earle; | 30-hour minimum weekly for its 
2.768; 35-46-57-68-75). Backed by|night clubbers. Several spots use 
personal appearance of Anita Louise | their men 40 hours; these say if 
plus ‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep). Combo); union remains adamant in its de- 
looks headed for excellent $21,500. | mand, they’H cut down to rock bot- 
tom. 














| N. Y. Leeal’s 802 Tilt 
| Increase ‘in musicians’ scale in 
|New York local 802’s jurisdiction 
| will be 15%, which has all of the 
|} spots using music squawking that 
the extra load will be back-breaking. 
Increased cost of food, coupled to 
| additional levies for music will be 
| difficult for them to surmount and 
| still come out with a bit of profit. 
However, the N. Y. increase has 
not been dated. While 802 has set 
| the 15% boost to overcome the 
| higher cost of living, so far as its 


= | members are concerned, a definite 
6th RETURN ENGAGEMENT || date for its going into effect hasn’t 


ES Dee earmarked. 


SONNY 


KENDIS 


AT THE PIANO 
Leading Both Bands 
STORK CLUB, New York 


49th Consecutive Week 




















THANKS, ADMIRAL FITZE 
For Launching Us for the Autumn Season 
at THE FLAGSHIP, Union. N. J. 
Tuesday, September 23rd 


L MARVIN 


and his "Take It Easy"’ Music 





ss SL EONARD JOY On the Air 
ATTENTION : JACK KAPP WOR and Mutual Network 
MANNIE SACHS Coast to Coast—4 Times Weekly 


COCO 
MANAGEMENT 


" STANFORD ZUCKER AGENCY 
501 Madison Ave., New York 





Band Bookings 


Russ Morgan, Sept. 16, Aud. 
Wheeling, W. Va.; 17, Aud., Charles- 
ton, W. Va. 19, Arena, Fitchburg, 
Mass.; 20, Elmira, N. Y.; 22, Aud., 
Kitchener. Can.; 23, Arena, Hamil- 
ton, Ont.; 24, McKeesport, Pa.; 25, 
Morgantown, W. Va.; 26, K. of C., 








Que —_ 


(Estimates) 





Williamsport, Pa.; 27, four weeks, | 
New Kenmore hotel, Albany. 
Lou Breese, Sept. 20, Lakeside | 
Park, Dayton, O.; 22, Basle theatre, | 
Washington, Pa; 23, Metropolitan 
theatre, Morgantown, Pa.; 24, Em- 
pire B., Allentown, Pa.; 26-28, Met- 
ropolitan theatre, Providence, R. I; 
Oct. 3, indefinite, Chez Paree, Chi- 
cago. 
Tommy Tucker, Sept. 25, Empire 
B., Allentown, Pa.; 26, Arena, Fitch- 
burg, Mass.; 28-Oct. 1, Shubert thea- 
tre, New Haven, Conn.; 2-8, Central 
theatre, Passaic, N. J. 
Duke Daly, Oct. 3-5, Shubert the- 
atre, Providence, R. I. 
Bobby Byrne, Sept. 19, Purdue U., 
Lafayette, Ind.; 20, Castle Farms, 
Cinn.; 25-Oct 1, Central theatre, 
Passaic, N J; Oct 4, Sunnybrook B., 
Pottstown, Pa. 
Dolly Dawn, Oct. 6-8, Maryland 
theatre, Cumberland; 9, week, Flat- 
bush theatre, Brooklyn; 17-19, Wind- 
sor theatre, Bronx; 25, week, Stan- 
ley theatre, Pittsburgh. 


Johnny Long, Oct. 9, Central the- 


Lou Breese (Peony Park B., Oma- 


| ha, Sept. 13). Good 1,100 turned out | 


at 65c for gross of $715. 

Will Hudson-Eddie Delange (Man- 
hattan Center, N. Y., Sept. 13). Play- 
ing first date with new band duo 
leaders played to about 3,000 at 75c. 

Earl Hines (Uptown B., Portland, 
Ore., Sept. 12). Fair 900 at 75c¢ for 
$700. 

Woody Herman (Sweet's B., Oak- 
land, Cal., Sept. 14). Third largest 
mob in spot’s history; 2,502 at aver- 
age 75c for approximately $1,850. 

Inkspots (Gridiron Club, Ports- 
mouth, Va., Sept. 14). Good 1,400 
attendance at 85c-$1 for about $1,000. 

Harry James (Arena, New Haven, 
Conn., Sept. 14). Mat and evening, 
at 55c. to $1.10, James and vaude 
proved good magnet, pulling 6,300. 
At Riverside Park, Springfield, Mass., 
on the 11th, band drew 2,000 at 65c 


advance, 85c door for $1,800; day be- 
fore (10) band collared 1,100 dancers | 


at 99c in rain at Armory, North 
Adams, Mass. 

Gene Krupa (Jantzen Beach Park 
weeks, Van Cleve hotel, Dayton, O.|B., Portland, Ore., Sept. 9). Third 
Jerry Wald, Sept. 19-20, Long-| largest turnout in history of park; 
view, Tex.; 23-27, St. Anthony ho- | 3,500 dancers at 85c for great gross of 
tel, San Antonio; Oct. 3, Blue Moon, | $3,000. 

Wichita, Kan. Johnny Messner (Totem Pole B., 
Charlie Spivak, Oct. 22, Prom B., | Auburndale, Mass., Sept. 8. Follow- 
St. Paul, Minn.; 23, Surf B., Clear | ing five big days with 14,500 for gross 
Lake, Ia. of $9,788 band played to 1,800 on 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


atre, Passaic, N. J.; Oct. 22-29, Par- 
amount theatre, N. Y. 
Johnny McGee, Oct. 11, four 











Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 


Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Bob Chester...... bee (he Pete i idk. cscadcdbe secu 3 2,950 8,850 
Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (450; $1-$1.50).........e00-. 22 2,550 46,425 
Ray Heatherton...Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)...... coccces 16 575 6,375 
Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 22 1,450 28,975 
Johnny Long*.... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 14 1950 21,225 
Hal Saunders..... St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)............. 17 375 6,775 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 





Chicago 

Lionel Hampten (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel, 700; $1-$2.50 ‘min.). 
Came through all right last week with 4,700 persons, with the President’s 
talk hurting Thursday night kere as at the other spots. 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). 
full week of Williams was fine here; 5,000 people. 
band will have great run in this spot. 

Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree; 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). 
some weak days but held to okay 4,400 for the stanza. 

Jimmy Jey (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel: 300; $1-$2 min.). Middle of 
the week was tough going but week-ends built and Joy brought in neat 
2,000 people. 

Henry Busse (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach Hotel; 500; $1725-2.50 
min.). Despite out-of-the-way northside location and unseasonal chill, 
Busse rep here remains strong enough; fine 4,200 in first week. 


First 
Indications are that 


Felt the pressure of 


Los Angeles 

Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Long run champ in this 
Class spot keeping them coming to the tune of around 3,000 covers a week, 
last stanza being no exception. 

Carl Ravazza (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). 
on fire but satisfactory at 4,500 payees. 

Gene Krupa (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). Fair-haired lad with the kids 
who like to shake their tootsies and pulled a strong 17,500 on his first 
week; not as high as Herman’s last week, stanza previous, which pulied 
about 18,000. 

Harry Owens (Hotel Miramar, Santa Monica: 500: 50c-$1). 
customary 1,500 tabs with one week to go. 
Roosevelt hotel in Hollywood. 

Bob Crosby (Casino, Catalina Island; 4,000; 28c-44c). 


Not setting the room 


Clicking off 
Band goes back into the 


Continues to pull 


14,000 subs in the chopper. Folds for the season (20). 
Ted Fie Rito (Trianon, South Gate; 1,200; 40c-55c). 
swell week’s take to approximately 6,000 customers. 
Ozzie Nelson’ (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55c). 
around 4,000 payees after a slow start. 


Parties helping to 


Leveling off to 





San Francisco 
Will Osborne (Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 50-$1.50). Strike nervous- 
ness plus openings of Paul Pendarvis at the St. Francis and Herbie Holmes 
at the Mark held biz to around 1,100 covers, very mild. 


despite general impression the island resort closes Labor Day. Around / 


Monroe, Krupa, Herman Strong 


Scott’s St. Louis Mark, 3,000 at Opener—Lou Breese 
Strong at Peony—Savitt’s 1,234 at One-Nighter 


Monday for additional $1,215 at $1.35 
| couple. 


Vaughn Monroe Lyonhurst B 
| Mastbore, Mass., Sept. 8). Good 2. 
215 at $1.10; next day (9) pulled 2.512 
‘at 85c into Commodore B., Lowell, 
| Mass.; Wednesday (10) 2,040 dancers 
paid $1,734 at 85c despite heavy rain, 
| Alvino Rey (Chermot B.,, Omaha, 
Neb., Sept. 7). Rey gathered good 
total of 1,669 payees at 75c in hot 
weather. Previous night (6) crew 
opened Frog Hop B., St. Louis, sea- 
son_ with 1,563 at 90c. Infrequent 
Fri€ay stand at Val Air B., Des 
Moines (5), saw 1,204 turn out at 75c, 

Jan Savitt (Glen Casino, Williams- 
ville, N. Y., Sept. 11). First name to 
play here in three years, Savitt 
clicked off solid 1,234; 670 advance at 
85c, rest at door at $1.10. 

Raymond Scott (Casa Loma B., St. 
Louis, Sept. 12). New opening night 
mark set by Scott with 3,000 at 50c 
for $1,500. 

Artie Shaw (Aud., Rochester, N.Y, 
Sept. 12). Shaw’s new combo lured 
3,356 at $1.12 net; at Hershey, Pa. 
Park B., Sat. (13) approximately 


| 3,475 at $1 turned out despite infan- 


tile paralysis epidemic; at Ritz B., 
Bridgeport, Conn., Sunday (14) man- 
agement blamed over-selling of date 
for 1,964 at $1.12 net which turned 
up, which still was good. 

Tommy Tucker (Toten Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., Sept. 9-13). Tucker 
is established here; drew, starting 
Tuesday, 1,800, 2,600, 2,700, 3,600 and 
3,800 Saturday at $1.35 couple. 


Goldie, Whiteman Grad 
Rehearses Comedy Unit; 
Into Atlanta Oct. 15 


Cleveland, Sept. 16. 

Harry (Goldie’) Goldfield, who 
was with Paul Whiteman for 15 years 
as comedy vovalist, recruited Lenny 
Rocker and Jack Barnhardt from the 
local musicians’ union for his new 
orchestra, which he has been re- 
hearsing here for a fortnight. 

‘Goldie’ styling it as a comedy en- 
tertaining band, of seven pieces. 
Skedded to take it to Saginaw, Mich., 
for a break-in hotel date. 

Also dated for an engagement start- 
ing Oct. 15 at the Henry Brady hotel 
in Atlanta. 











Ray Noble, trails Freddy Martin 
into the Cocoanut Grove, Los An- 
geles, Oct. 11. After a long run, 
Martin moves his band to the St. 
Francis hotel, San Francisco. 








HARRY 


AND His 
Music Makers Orchestra 


Columbia Records 


ON TOUR 


Dir.: — Music 





Corp of America 














The Favorite of the Americas 


FAUSTO 
CURBELO 


and His Orchestra 
Appearing Nightly at 


BEN MARDEN’S “RIVIERA” 


Personal Kep.: 
Wallace Downey, Inc. 
1629 Broadway New York 


Direction: 





Music Corporation of America 
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4 
BRADLEY FOLLOWS HAMPTON 
Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Will Bradley orchestra goes into 
the Panther Room of the Hotel 
Sherman on Sept. 26 for a four- 
week stay. , 
Will follow 


BOB 


COLLEGE HUWUR 
NBC-RED; 


the current Lionel 














‘Music with the STRONG Appeal 


STRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
UNCLE WALTER'S DOG HOUSE 
NBC-RED 


Management: M.C.A. 











Hampton orch. 
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Insurance Risk Ends Happily 


-—_—_ 





One of the easiest and least costly insurance premiums is figured to 
be the $35,000 paid to the four different underwriters who split up the 


$1,000,000 BMI insurance policy a 
occurred at the time of the Jan, 1 


ASCAP. 
In the nine months that BMI 


gainst song plagiarism suits. This 
cleavage by the broadcasters from 


has been the dominant licsensing 


group for radio, the big insurance companies—including Lloyds of 
London—virtually had its $35,000 premium on the $1,000,000 policy as 
a net proposition, through surprising paucity of litigation. 








Monies for European Music Publishers 


Accumulate in 


Monies due music publishers in 


the occupied areas of Europe on me- 
chanical rights are still accumulating 
in the escrow fund maintained by 
Harry Fox, agent and trustee. Fox 
is continuing to license works con- 
trolled by publishers in the occupied 
and pro-Axis countries and make 
the necessary reports on the coin 
thereby collected to the U.S. state 
department. 

Fox is now relaying monies due 
English publishers through the Cen- 


tral Hanover Bank, of N.Y., which 
is the depository for Barclay’s, one 
of Britain’s major. banks. Fox 


adopted this method after the unre- 
deemed payments to British pubs 
had grown to a considerabie amount 
because his checks in transit were 
frequently among the lost mail in 
submarine sinkings. 


AKM (Austrian) Receiver 


Sues ASCAP for $150,000. 





Harry M. Preamer, receiver of 
A.K.M., Austrian affiliate of ASCAP, 
filed a.$150,000 suit in N.Y. supreme 
court yesterday (Tuesday) against 
the Society, seeking monies allegedly 
due as royalties. Propper was ap- 
pointed receiver June 12, 1941. 

It is alleged that between 1983-36 
only part of the royalties due were 
paid, and from 1936-38 none 
paid. Royalties are allegedly due 
on songs belonging to the Austrian 
Subsidiary and licensed by ASCAP 
in the US. 


THE WINDING ROAD 
It Doesn't Lead So Directly Back to 
The Good Old Days 
As ASCAP-radio peace approaches 
the Sept. 28 back-on-the-air 
line, the songsmiths, getting 
primed for the immediate future, 
find that their songplugging pros- 
pects are now their competitors— 
in short, many a maestro now has 
an axe to grind on his own. 
So many bandleaders own or have | 


things 


ins on indie music firms (BMI) that | 


their ASCAP ‘pals’-—now that the 


were 


dead- | 


New York Escrow 


ASCAP Ways-Means 
Committee Set Up 





+ 





ASCAP has a new ways and 
means committee. It consists of 
John O’Connor, representing the 


publishers, and Oscar Hammerstein 
II and George W. Meyer, the 
writers, 

The number of writers and pub- 
lishers on the committee is supposed 
to change at intervals. There are to 
be two writers and one publisher 
during one period, and two publish- 
ers and one writer for the following 
period. 


John O’Connor OK 


As proof that he’s shipshape, and 
that his indisposition was due more 





nor, g.m. for Fred Waring, 


| & Music, Inc., attended two im- 
| portant Society meetings. One of 
the confabs was to ratify the new 


deal with the networks; an- 
other late vesterday, of its present 
officers, was preliminary to the gen- 
era! elections. 

O’Connor had flown to Albu- 
querque to huddle with an old pal, 
Jack Malloy, Hearst exec, 
stricken on the plane. He w 
up three days. 


| ete 


| Gilbert’s Album 


radio 





1} 
as laid 


Six standard pop tunes have been | 


WOV N.Y.) 


} 
| chosen by Dick Gilbert, 
| records, sched for h 


to aeronautical altitude, John O’Con- 
and on| 
the ASCAP board as rep of Words | 


when | 


. | 
is first album of 


ENDING JUNE 


Broadcast Music States 12 
Publishers Get Between 
$2,000-$4,000 on Perform- 
ance Fees—Same Number 
of Writers Get 
$1,500 Each 








3,000,000 CREDITS 





Broadcast Music, Inc., announced 
yesterday (Tuesday) that it was dis- 
tributing $200,000 in royalties among 
publishers and writers for the quar- 
ter ending June 30. It mentioned 12 
publishers as each receiving between 
$2,000 and $4,000 for the quarter and 
a like number of writer teams each 
collecting between $1,000 and $1,500. 
The distribution was based on 
3,000,000 station performances. 


BMI composers and writers are 
being paid off on the basis of 2c. a 
performance, while BMI-affiliated 
publishers receive 4c. a performance, 
with the latter sum including the 
share these pubs are to pay their 
own writers. According to BMI over 
1,000 writers and nearly 300 pub- 
lishers are involved in the $200,000 
| divvy. 
| Among the firms that, BMI stated, 
| received between $2,000 and $4,000 
| for the second 1941 quarter were 
| Embassy with ‘Everything Happens 
To Me’ and ‘Oh, Look At Me Now’; 
Regent, the Benny Goodman firm 





Melody Lane with ‘Do I Worry’ 
land ‘Til Reveilie, New Era with 
‘Watcha Know, Joe,’ Beacon with | 
‘Nighty Night,’ Mutual Music So-| 
ciety with special 
which. did well 


on local 


don’ with ‘Nice Dreamin’, Baby’ 
‘Time and Time Again,’ Porgie, 
| Debin and Friedman with ‘A Little 
Bit South of North Carolina,? War- 
ren Publications with ‘No. 10 Lullaby 
Lane,’ Republic with ‘Daddy’ ‘and 
‘Until Tomorrow,’ Schumann with 
‘The Hut Sut Song,’ Nationwide with 


(Continued on page 52) 


BMI DISTRIBUTES $200,000 





$1,000- | 





‘PAVERS OI QUARTER ‘CBS and NBC Still Work for ASCAP 


Music Resumption by Sept. 28 





Plug Bribery Control 
Again Under Dispute 





Herman Starr, head of Warner 
Bros. music publishing enterprises, 
has let it be known that when the 
Musie Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation gets around to discussing a 
renewal of contract with the con- 
tactmen’s he will demand 
either the elimination or a drastic 
revision of the clause dealing with 
payola practices. It is Starr’s con- 
tention the clause as it now stands 
is ineffectual and that unless this 
prohibition against bribery can be 
equipped with real enforcement de- 
vices the whole thing ought to be 
dropped. The present two-year con- 


tract with the union expires in No- 
vember. 

According to Starr a number of 
publishing firms have, while extoll- 
ing the anti-payola provisions of the 
contract, been using all sorts of sub- 
terfuges to get plugs. He states that 
he won't signature any contract that 
he doesn’t intend to live up to and 


union 


that unless the union can find ways | 


to suppress these subterfuges he 
wants to be free to compete with 
others in using whatever means 


; necessary to get plugs. 


It is also Starr’s argument that 
unfair exploitation practices were 
more rampant after the signing of 


ih bse of Wales eaten |a contract with the union than had 
i Ale . Be | 


previously existed. Most of the 


{leading publishers queried on this 


| statement disagreed with Starr. 
While admitting that there have 
been cases of violation, these pubs 


arrangements | 


stations, | 
4 , n a _ ’| year were nothing as compared to | 
Campbell with ‘Things I Love poy what they were before the advent 


| rangements 


held that briberous conditions last 


of the union. One of them pointed 
out that the existence of the clause 
in the union contract had served to 
save the industry many thousands 
of dollars in ‘command perform- 
ances,’ benefit tickets, special ar- 
and other methods to 
which publishers were subject for 
years, 





re , scheduled to be etched Sept. 
20 for Liberty Music Shops. An} 
: ikhvalans orchestra, featuring] 


| 7 . . 
| pianist Frank Froeba and hot fiddler 


'MacCeppos, will be directed by 
WNEW's Merle Pitt. 

| Songs, chosen for Gilbert by lis- | 
iteners to his two daily platter pro- 
|grams at WOV, are ‘Blue Echoes,’ 
\‘If I Could Be With You,’ ‘I'll See 
!You in My Dreams,’ ‘What Is This 
| Thing Called Love,’ ‘The Way You 


Look Tonight,’ and ‘The Best Things 
in Life Are Free.’ 


big romance is re-born—find that a | 


new hurdle has cropped up. 
not publishing on his own, they now 
have tunes they want to get 


beaucoup grief and 


‘angles.’ 


Robbins will publish two of the 


prize-winning songs of the National 


Song Contest sponsored by the 
‘Committee to Defend America.’ 
These are ‘Me and My Uncle Sam’ 
by William A. Dillon and ‘My Own | 
America,’ by Allie Wrubel. 


And if | 


‘placed,’ | 
which means that too is fraught with | 


Mills Music, Inc., 


score: of ‘Go West, Young Lady’ from 
Columbia, the ‘Song of the Para- 
chute Battalion’ from RKO’s ‘Para- 
ichute Battalion,’ and the tune, ‘Out 
of the Silence,’ in Hal Roach’s ‘All 
| American Co-ed.’ 

Harry Revel and Mort Greene 
| cleffed ‘Beware,’ ‘Zana Zaranda,’ 
‘Hands Across the Border,’ ‘The 


Keren of My Life Went Out Last 


Night’ and the title song for ‘Call | 


Out the Marines’ at RKO. 


has obtained the | 





Planning for ASCAP’s Future 


Publishers See Need to Brighten the Society’s | 


board was slated to hold an un- 
| official gathering late yesterday | 
(Tuesday) to discuss several mat- 
jter’s pertaining to the Society’s 
future. Topics due to come up in- 
volved ASCAP’s need for building 
goodwill and remodeling a prestige 
which had been 
fight with radlo. 


in the Also ways 


| 


somewhat battered | 


of creating a sounder good relation- | 


|}ship with licensees and increasing 
the number of licensees in fields 
jother than radio and theatre so that 
part of the in income from 
broadcasting made be made up. 

| Suggestions developed at this ses- 
sion were to be submitted to the 
ASCAP board as a whole for con- 
| sideration and adoption. 


loss 


ae 





Publisher faction on the oe UNFROZEN MARKS LYRICS 


ASCAP Peace Removes Fear of Liti- 
gation on Held-Up Songs 


ASCAP-radio ‘peace’ will free a 
flock of E. B. Marks music which 
had been held in abeyance, chiefly 
because Marks had enough songs to 
work on and figured it wasn’t neces- 
sary to hazard any possible litiga- 
tion where ASCAP lyricists had col- 
laborated on tunes by _  Lincke, | 
Strauss, Fall, et al. 

However, now that all questions 
are eliminated, Marks will push 
these songs this coming fall and 
| winter. 


NBC and Columbia yesterday 
(Tuesday) were still pointing for 
Sept. 28 as the date for the return 
of ASCAP music on their network 
facilities. NBC last night (Tuesday) 
airmailed to its affiliated station 
legalistic riders which would obli- 
gate them to pay their share of the 
network commercial with an 
appended request that the signa- 
tured papers be network's 
hands within seven days. The 
ASCAP board formally approved 
the NBC contracts at a meeting 


Monday (15) and it is likely the 
board will convene Friday (19) to 
do the sarne thing with regard to the 
CBS agreements. 


Only thing holding up the com- 
pletion of the agreements with CBS 


fees 


in the 


{is the legal phrasing of a couple 


minor clauses. Columbia hopes to 
get these points cleared up within 
the next two days. Indications are 
that CBS will defer signaturing the 
ASCAP contracts until NBC is ready 
to do likewise. Even before the con- 
tracts are signed by the networks 
the latter will have prepared a cir- 
cular letter for advertisers and ad 
agencies advising them of the re- 
sumption date for ASCAP music. 
The webs figure on putting these 
| letters in the mail the same day that 
|contracts are signed. NBC is look- 
ing to next Tuesday (23) as the date 
for this event. 

High® NBC officials have within 
the past week received numerous 
|calls from ad agencies inquiring as 
to when they can expect to be able 
to program ASCAP tunes. Reply 
commonly has been that the net- 
work was doing everything possible 
to expedite the closing of contracts 
and that it figured on getting the 
music on Sept. 28. 


ROBBINS SUES ON EIGHT 
SONGS IN ‘ICE’ SHOW 


Charging the Center Theatre 
Corp. and Sonart Productions, 
latter producing ‘It Happened On 
| Ice,’ with using eight songs belong- 
ing to them without permission in 
the the Robbins Music Corp. 
and 20th Century Music filed 
| Suits Saturday (13) against them in 








Inc., 


show, 


Corp. 


N. Y. federal court. An injunction, 
accounting of profits and damages 
are requested. Only Arthur Wirtz, 
who’s partnered with Sonja Henie in 
Sonart, is personally named in the 
suit. ‘Ice’ is being presented cur- 
rently at the Center theatre, N. Y., 


of which the first-named defendant 
is the holding corporation. 
Songs which belong to the plaintiff 





corporations and which allegedly 
were used in the show without per- 
mission since 1940 are ‘Between You 
and Me and the Lamp Post,’ ‘So 
What Goes,’ ‘What’s On the Penny’ 
‘Long Ago,’ ‘The Moon Fell in the 
River,’ ‘The Little Man Who Wasn't 
There,’ ‘If Love Were All’ and ‘Down 
Argentine Way.’ 

For a time, Robbins collected 
| $200 weekly from the ice revue, on 
| behalf of the songwriters, as a roy- 


alty, since the tunes were allegedly 
‘written for hire, but after a while 
that fee stopped. 


























NO. 1 ON LUCKY STRIKE HIT PARADE — NO. 


SOLE SELLING AGENT—MUSIC DEALERS SERVICE, INC. 


YOU AND 


A grateful acknowledgement to the profession for the recognition of my song. 


And now I offer “TWO IN LOVE.” Hope you like it. Meredith Willson 
799 SEVENTH AVENUE 


1 IN NATIONAL SALES 





NEW YORK 
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WCAX, Burlington, Vt., Holds Out Vs | Reactions to Laks 15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 
* ° bd ? 
pum Fe L ty 
° | etter nn ‘Varie (Week ending Sept. 13) 
ASCAP Causes Ballantine Change New York 
. | Editor, VARIETY: You and I ..ncccccccccccesceccedeccesccere cececcccseees Willson 
comes — | 5 Ree Sane med Terry TS FT i, “Wie GET cide ike sncescnincducennedececsecccecd: Campbell 
ae ; | ter in tonight’s Variery; it’s straight . -eill 7 
Ballantine Ale series didn't in- something it would have to consider | nae itenainnaiiiliie no hits the sill Til Revei ev eeeeeeeeeereeeeneneee eee eee eee eee eee ee nee atolody lane 
clude any ASCAP music on its in- for the second program. eats a JIM cecccccccscccccccssesesscese TOreerrrrer errr rer eer Kaycee 
itial program over Mutual last Fri- Won't Say of every songwriter. Peaceful in the Country ....... ceeccercdcoccocccsscccces  memeNt 
day night (12) because one outlet | In the call from Mutual to Bur- It’s remarkable that a publisher eit Ck Mik We ee Oi i 
in the 82-station hookup refused to | lington Ri ence ge of oe | should so sympathetically understand Time Was ; Southern 
accept anything but BMI tunes. The | was asked whether it was acting | : : s Pree ; Sioeseees st eeeereeeceeeeeseeeeeerseesesercencs ¢ 
outlet, WCAX, Burlington, Vt. is|under instructions from Columbia. | the creative wiijers feelings that it) you Are My Sunshine. .......cccccccsccscccccscccess ... Southern 
affiliated with CBS and had been|The management answered that it | was futile to write on, with no out- IN EE” Bbaak cucdsacdasbckced ens cacedeoewsd eieess .. Southern 
added to the hookup by Mutual at| would not commit itself on that / let for our songs. Some of us, how- Sine Chemeenne ... tie 
the request of the agency on the ac- | question. __. lever, have used this nerve-wracking A co eee - 
count, J. Walter Thompson. WCAX, | Mutual also encountered diffi- eight months as a time to write and| *~* +°°°°"** babieniswacdes és bien e Dk e030 tae hen ebsey held neore 
a 250-watter, also balked at paying | culty on another commercial PrO- | holish a group of the best songs we Guess Have to Dream Rest... crcccssvviccencs erent ...Marks 
the ASCAP fee which would have! gram in connection with the use | 3,6 capable of, in readiness for this| Maria Elena ................+. peda acentektavisiackee Block 
amounted to $1.18 a program. _ | of ASCAP music. Frank Forest, day of ASCAP-network singing kids BD With oo isc c. kc nies fa a ee ae ea 
The agency saw no reason why it | who sings between quiz sessions on (speed the day), and Mr. Link is tien ‘or€ 
should plead with the station and|the ‘Double Or Nothing’ show right when he saya, ‘My idea of the| Sesoerierses Oe TTT eR T Tee Tere re Schuberth 
since it had to get the music ready | (Feenamint), advised the network, : 


for the debut broadcast Thompson |through the William Esty agency, 
elected to drop the ASCAP num-|that he would have to drop the in- 
bers that had been listed and con- clusion of ASCAP numbers because 
fine itself to BMI and public do-|of how several stations, including 
main. Mutual songht to prevail;WRVA _ Richmond, were treating 
upon WCAX to accept ASCAP mu- | his interludes. WRVA, which is also 
sic on this occasion but the station |a Columbia affiliate, were cutting in, 
stood firm. WCAX’s management |it was disclosed, recordings of BMI 
suggested to Mutual that the latter itunes done by Forest whenever the 
get Thompson to phone it direct ;|‘Double Or Nothing’ program got 
but the agency’s reaction was that|around to broadcasting him in an 
it would rather pass up use of|ASCAP number. Forest stated that 
ASCAP music for the occasion. A rather than have these stations maul 
Thompson radio exec stated the sta-/up his part in the network show he 
tion could be dropped but that was preferred to go back to BMI music. 





| 
| 





Inside Stuff—Music 


Come September and like a summer love affair New York’s latest addi- 
tion to the music publishing fold is about to vanish. It is Barres Publica- 
tions (one tune) and its disappearance will be with good reason—it’s 19- 
year-old chief (who also happens to have written that one tune) has to 
return to Yale. He is Barry Barres who probably rates more recognition 
on the fact that he’s the brother of Herster Barres, All-American right 
end for the Yales on Albie Booth’s team ,than he does as a publisher. 

Barres’ single effort—which he admits he offered to a ‘few’ pubs before 
deciding to go in business for himself—is a ballad, ‘Whose Heart Are You 
Breaking Tonight?’ 
his ‘Song of the Future’ and Lanny Ross has also used it. 











Abe Farbman, formerly with Southern Music Co., and lyricist Kermit 
Goell, are partnered in the new Sheppard Music Corp. (BMI licensee) 
which kas just brought out ‘Shepherd Serenade.’ Tune is by Fred (Fritz) 
Spielman, refugee Viennese composer-entertainer, who has just been 
granted his release from NAVAR, the Belgian performing rights society, 
and has applied to ASCAP for membership, even though his tune is via | 
a BMI link. Spielman also did the tune for ‘My Boy, My Boy,’ lone song | 
in forthcoming Paramount picture, ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Charles Boyer- 
Paulette Goddard). 





‘Jim,’ which shows signs of becoming an outstanding hit, is not bringing 
any performance rights returns to its publisher, Kaycee Music Co., a 
subsid of Leeds Music, Inc. Kaycee is licensing the tune direct to net- 
works and radio stations and not through Broadcast Music, Inc. Impres- | 
sion current in the business is that the owners of the Kaycee catalog 
would prefer to have the number remain independent of BMI so that in 
the event of ASCAP going back on the air the publisher would. be in a 
position to assign the number to ASCAP as part of the Kaycee catalog. 








Unusual coincidence of two novelty tunes with titles almost identical is | 
currently confusing music men. Designed as a follow-up to ‘Hut-Sut 
Song,’ the writers of that tune, Jack Owens, Ted McMichael and Leo Kil- 
a have written a thing they call ‘By-U-By-O.’ It was published on the 

oast. 


— almost the same time a novelty titled ‘B-I-Bi’ began circulating in 
e east. 





ASCAP has refused to let CBS use the issue of an outstanding money 
claim against the network as a condition for signaturing a new licensing 
contract. The claim made by ASCAP is for $65,000 and is in connection | 
with fees which the Society held was due from a CBS managed and oper- | 
ated station. Columbia has offered to settle the claim for $30,000, whereas 
the Society has made $50,000 the minimum. ; 





Not generaily known Herb Marks had a young brother, Edward B. 
Marks, Jr., until the birth notice recently of a family addition to the 
latter. Marks, Jr., is not in the music business, but has been devoting 
himself to social service work since getting out of school, having edited 
Better Times, a trade organ, and is now with National Refugee Service. 





Broadcast Song Hits, a 10c lyric sheet which buys the rights from music 
publishers, has made its debut on the stands. It’s put out by K. R. K. 
Publications, of which S. R. Kunkis, a lawyer, is the editor. With the 
exception of Fred Fisher and Stasny, the publishers licensing to this song 
sheet are in the ranks of Broadcast Music, Inc. 

It’s been no secret that with the influx of new indie publishers under 
BMI licensing the payola has been rampant. 


ASCAPites now wonder what will follow when iti 
it i competit 
and—it is hoped—freer of subsidy. mpetition gets keener 











Waxing Hotter and Hotter ! 


I DON'T WANTTO SET 
THE WORLD ON FIRE 


Tommy Tucker—Okeh 6320, Horace Heidt—Columbia 36295 


Gay Lombardo—DECCA 3999 Dick Todd—BLUEBIRD 11291 
Ink Spots—DECCA 3987 Mitchell Ayers—BLUEBIRD 11275 
The Charioteers—OKEH 63206 Skinnay Ennis—VICTOR 27586 


Guy Lombardo introduced it on the air Sept. 6 as | and BMI. 


| big seller. 


quickest way to bring back the mu- 
sic business would be to flood the 
market with ASCAP songs.’ 

It’s been a terrible eight months 


|for some of us, real hardships; and 
| for everyone a nerve-strain, but with 
|men like him in the publishing end; 
land with all of us in the songwrit- 


ing group giving our best work at 
this moment, and with a letter like 


| his to Vartery breaking the log-jam, 


there'll be a rush of the finest songs 
that American has ever known. And 
the date ASCAP goes back on the 
air will be a date that the country 
will never forget. As just one of 
the 1,300 writer-members, thank Mr. 


Link for this inspiring letter, and | 


thank Variery for publishing it. 
Mary Ccrolyn Davies. 





Quality 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I read with interest Harry Link’s 
letter in your issue of Aug. 27 rela- 
tive to the popular song situation in 
the music industry. Harry writes 
and speaks as an authority, and both 
the public and industry hope for an 
early adjustment between ASCAP 


However, despite any settlement 
which may be made, we will be 
flooded with a deluge of songs, and 
ASCAP publishers might well give 
serious thought, not as to the quant- 
ity of songs issued, but to the qual- 
ity. Some of the song releases by 
the so-called small bootleg publish- 
er, as Harry terms them, were not 
as mediocre as stated, and perhaps 
sold in just as large quantities as 
former ASCAP hits. The fact that 
a novelty number has crept in here 
and there and forged to the front, 
does not mean that the song was a 
These are sober times, 
and the music-buying public, in fact 


the public at large, is trying to find | 


its way out of a topsy-turvy condi- 
tion, and the popular song usually 


| reflects the state of mind the public | 
} is in. 


Quality and not quantity will 


|make for better conditions in the 


music game, make for bigger and 


better business and do its share in | 
| bringing a crazy world down to| 
| earth. 


Shibby. 








BMI Distributes 


Continued from page 51 








|‘A Romantic Guy,’ Reis and Taylor 


with ‘Afraid to Say Hello’ and ‘Slow 
Down’ and ‘What Word Is Sweeter 
Than Sweetheart’ and Stevens with 


| ‘I Do, Do You.’ 


The Writers 
The writing groups that got be- 
tween $1,000 and $1,500, according to 


and Alex Kramer, ‘It All 


Hill,” ‘So You’re the One’ and ‘My 
»Sister and [; Joe Ricardel, 
Old Owl’; Arthur Hammerstein and 
Dudley Wilkinson, ‘Because of You’; 
Ben Raleigh and Bernie Wayne, ‘You 
Walk By’; George Fragos and Jack 
Baker, ‘I Hear a Rhapsody’; Irvin 
Graham, “Twist of the Wrist’; Jay 
Levinson and Ray Evans, ‘G’Bye 
Now’; Lanning and Read, ‘Let’s 
Dream This One Out’; Manners and 
Leeds, ‘Keep an Eye on Your Heart’ 
and Marco and Erickson, ‘May I 
Never Love Again.’ 


that second 1941 quarter: 





Dick Robertson—DECCA 3981 Bon Bon—DECCA 3980 
Harlan Leonard—BLUEBIRD 10919 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


1585 Broadway, New York City 











La 2 


“My Sister Gnd f ........6- 49,603 
2k, eae 47,405 
‘Walkin’ By the River’..... 46,843 
‘Wise Old Owl’..... cvcecs 44,782 
‘Things I Love’..... 60s6ns sree 
‘Because of You’..........35,869 
‘It All Comes Back’...... . 33,269 
| ‘Oh, Look at Me Now’..... 30,493 
| ‘North O° S. Carolina’..... 29,547 
Ree Ff er 29,501 
‘No, 10 Lullaby Lane’.....29.457 


RS eee 29,259 


BMI, were Hy Zaret, Joan Whitney | 
Comes | 
Back to Me Now,’ ‘High On a Windy | 


‘Wise | 


Here’s how BMI reports the top 
tunes fared on performances during 


Mutual Network Plugs 


The following tabulation of network popular music performances is not 
confined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System, but 
also includes the entire MBS chain. Compilation herewith covers the week 
beginning Sept. 8 (Monday) and ending Sept. 14 (Sunday), from 8 am. to 
2 a.m. based on daily recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting 
Service and the MBS logs. 








TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
You ON Bnsas ak ican eessS 65 kbs kaeee as Abie ot WEEOOMA  ciececscee 38 
A oe me re re (eng, s0asticseces 25 

Kiss the Boys Goodbye—*Kiss Boys Goodbye........ Famous ......... 23 
Don’t Want Set World on Fire.............. ccc ccc ee 20 
Yours eer rer ye re ee eae SP, nee 0 rer a 20 
5 ee ere eee rT a eae nL 2 vere ree. ee 19 
PL: Ohi ONG wok S005 0a ae kk) bee asd be RED jp) 19 
eM NS Gre lng aise ula ya's balsa bie 6G Lx R RE BRRDOSET o.s caves: 18 
3! Pe ee eee ee eee Ce BOPUBIC cis.s0es 17 
Green a Sci Sietek See kG dade eis bk WE es oie MLA oe ek ae Southern ........ 17 
ce ace is tanh wet Asahi eee. ll. 16 
NER: III ON i Sakis a ia ag 4.4 -ba'Grn bao KE baie Broadway ....... 15 
Begin the Beguine a a ke Sr re ... Harms eae 14 
| Love Me a Little Little......cccsccccscccccccccveces MOYiMir 2. ..0000: 14 
a a i Melodylane ...... 13 
POCORe EG Meee 106 LOVE ois sc ccs ca cnscesiwic ee 12 
| hs CORI 660 CRs eseies she skus aes ED (den bake enwnn 12 
Guess I’ll Have to Dream the Rest ivkiaraz a \adecats baa 11 
Lh Aw | fo Ae See =) ee 11 
Don’t Cry Cherie .. hove eee MMODEFO oiccvevee 10 
Elmer's Tune 2 el et ee ee Robbins reer res 10 
Intermezzo ..... areilies ti.gak 440s a isa nts aa acd wb ee. 10 
py es): SaueOewee leet b i edb aness ve0cb enews, EE es caan seaen 10 


*Filmusical excerpt. 


NBC-CBS Plugs 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York out- 
lets covers the week beginning Sept. 8 (Monday) and ending Sept. 14 
| (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on daily recapitulations fur- 
| nished by the Office of Research-Radio Division of the College of the City 
| of New York, 























PUB- 

TITLE LISHER TOTAL 
be Oe 2 vewin<diaces Ee ee TET Tee EE CPE eT lt err 43 
| Booglie Wooglie Piggy.............. rT | es 
SE che seRaCKEs Kou Cob Dh EhGkS be e4s Jb osc vc aneccd dar re 
MN NE CEN aida Shera ld pokes slclen .. Southern ,....... 3l 

Guess I'll Have to Dream Rest.......... « BOGE a cic csnecess 2 
| Maria SER ee ea a ee ..Southern ......055 25 
Bo ee ee ce: . 24 
Don't Want to Set World on Fire.................... Sehuberth ....... 24 

| Green Eyes......... ° ‘ .Southern ...... «- 23 
MN pd ave uinis Cibo Wee Ook 6.6 kw Od 0aes wed Boao ee oees MERVORO bcc ice cic . 22 
Oe ed hee cks ba bak eduikd Ci weds ee coe ckce Willson .....+.00 22 
"Til Reveille. ........ A eine Caisse ie we Cees aaah vas Melodylane ...... 21 
Peet Ge NNN, i 6 bakin bun 64.00 aks Shen o-nk ue ncvce Warren .......05 19 
ON I Re tlc de Embassy ...ccece 19 
|S Bee @ MEMom POGES coc ccecicccccccccscccccccccces Radiotunes ...... 18 
oes ec Be Be rr Pe enna an ae rr 
PE Word Wor ie tee Bada oon concn cc ccccccccccccda Per 
WRU WOME OP COON oon nic nce kcivcecdenecincccs ee 17 
ES ee enn eer 16 
Peaceful in the Country .............. OCT es 
Shepherd’s Serenade .................... eee 16 
Oe OD TEP GIR oo ccsciccdcvivecaccces .. Southern ...ceeee 16 
2 eee vaipeles ies avers ieee eee a ce » MRANIOT co ccccccses 15 
ee eee eee 15 
Cherry PSN CEM wh Mew OEE OE ONS © 556 ous. ace le 5 dg se wha comes 14 
RRR eset ere eee een ea Republic ......++ 14 
Pe - niin deh s bho 65bk4 66 kkdus 0bd0 ho bacenci eee 14 
ee SNe OT WU os cnn nns'n Ses swiecccncecce | | arenes 14 
I I ok Nic bh Obs ES 44 vib. 5 a K% Shanchcae ed rere : 
EE edt 66 0a hun d405eb bees oud 640d. kcbdc cnc Campbell .......+ 14 
EE SA evs aie suESuaNGS $b 6 nw id oa¥h da oe os ce Schuberth ........ 12 
There’s a Voice In the Valley....................... Esquire .....2.00 i2 
ee OE I Ns Srna c bin bikes od eee océc cbs iiac Mement ..cccccee . 12 
ET CED CCC hebecdsetccceacvwesedsceccccll, MED wcoaevesse a 
PN OES SS vadbensebecsé bes sccicrcccevecsssvacees Vanguard .....- .u 
Flamingo ....... Se denObes GOaKS a wT blecdds Skea cece TEMPO ....cceeee 11 
Golden Wedding ............. a Sie eso ae iE an den enone evet 10 
Se NN eh tiedd son dhe Want aw dGk bes ks weed csc oi s'eks a are 10 
I a i Nationwide ....-- 10 
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REVIVING PERMANENT MLCS 





Mols. Suburban Theatre Maps Vaude: 


Central, Passaic, Opens to Sellout Biz 





Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

Minneapolis may have a season of 
vaudeville after all, but it would be 
in a suburban house, the new $125,- 
000 Hopkins theatre. Gordie Greene, 
manager of that house, formerly 
Minnesota theatre manager, is plan- 
ning such a season along with pic- 
tures in place of the present straight 
Im policy. 

The Orpheum will continue to 
play occasional stage shows, using 
outstanding units, name bands and 
film, radio and stage notables. 

The Lyceum and Alvin will re- 
main as stage show establishments 
after all. There'll be no razing of 
the former, as threatened, and it 
will start its legit roadshow season 
next month with ‘Meet the People.’ 
w. A. Steffes has decided to rebuild 
the Alvin, which was badly damaged 
by fire, and it will reopen as soon 
as repairs have been made, probably 
in about six weeks, 
Katz burlesque. 


Turnaways in Passaic 
Passaic, N. J., Sept. 16. 
Central 
filmer, had its 
(10) to turnaway crowd. 
first new theatre built here 
years. 
Initial bill showed Charlie Spivak’s 
orch, 3 Stooges, Sylvia Froos, Wally 
Brown and Toy and Wing. Skedded 


premiere last week 
Central is 
in 20 





vv 





with Hirsch- | 


New Toledo Nitery 


Toledo, Sept. 16. 
Louis Walker is opening Toledo’s 
latest night club on the Dixie High- 
way, just outside the city boundary, 
to be known as the Evergreen Club. 
Building was formerly a garage. 


Mpls. Tooters 
Help AGVA vs. 


Non-Members 





Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 
The local American Guild of Va- 


riety Artists, which recently insti- 
; tuted a scale raising entertainment 


| 


theatre, 2,400-seat vaud- | 


for next week are the Andrews Sis- | 


ters and Joe Venuti. 

House is operated by the Center 
Amusement Co., headed by Abram 
Preiskel, managing director of the 
theatre. 





Toledo Par’s Reopener 
Toledo, Sept. 16. 

The Paramount here will offer its 
first stage show of the current sea- 
s0n on Oct. 3, 4, and 5. Cab Callo- 
way’s orchestra is booking. 

First stage show in Toledo this 
season was Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ 
Sept. 5, 6, and 7, at the Rivoli. 

Springfield (Mass.) Resumes 
Springfield, Mass., Sept. 16. 

Court Square, Springfield’s only 
vaude house, will resume _§ stage 
shows Thursday (18) after a summer 
layoff. Opening bill: includes Louis 
and Delita. Johnny Galvin, Larue 
and Carol, Jackson and Daze, George 
Watts, Fight Broadway Star- 
lets, 


and 


House runs vaude Thursday, Fri- | 


day and Saturday. 


WSM UNIT CONTINUES 
DESPITE WOOD’S DEATH 


Nashville, Sept. 16. 


costs for niteries, ete., from 75 to 
200%, and decreed that booking 
agents must be limited to 10°% com- 
mission, has gotten a further 
stranglehold on the local situation 
when the musicians union put the 
bars down on non-AGVA bookers 
and performers. 

The musicians union decreed that 


| its members could play only for 
|AGVA artists and where AGVA- 
franchised bookers handled the 


| ports 


| 
| 


show. On its part, AGVA has agreed 


to issue franchises only to those 
bookers who have the musicians 
union approval. 

Ted Brown Alch, AGVA deputy 


here, reports that Twin City niteries 
rapidly are being signed and that 
seven of the 15 Minneapolis and St. 
Paul bookers already have applied 
for franchises. There had been re- 
that dissatisfied bookers were 


planning to organize an association 


to 


combat AGVA, but nothing has 


come of this. 


| 
| 


} 


| death 


Dancer’s Fatal I!Iness 
Mvstifies Det. Medicos 
Concerned by ‘Epidemic’ 
Detroit, Sept, 16. 
habits of 


brought 
health authorities here following the 


vaudeville 
to 


Nomadic 
teams have concern 
of Mrs. Clara Seymour, who 
died in Eloise hospital Thursday (11) 
and the critical illness of her dance 
partner-husband, Peter, from a mys- 


terious malady. 


WSM’s roadshowing of ‘Grand Ole | 


Opry’ will continue despite death of 
CO-Owner Tom (‘Jam-Up’) Woods, 
Lee Wiles announced Monday | 


2). 

Wiles as yet has not decided whether 

‘0 operate unit singly or have me- 
one else share duties with him 

Earle Mitchell’s roadshow unit of 


WSIX’s ‘Old 


Country Store’ folded 
tig tents Wednesday (10). Reason 
for folding was stiff tax imposed on 
show ($30 per night) by town: 
: 1ere unit played. Tax could have 
een avoided by having American 
Legion sponsor show in these towns 


but Legion's percentage would have 
Tun as high as tax. Show folded be- 


Cause seating capacity was only 700 
and tax 


or sponsors share would 
have consu) ed n ° H ¢ y 9Rof 

Sumed approximately 25% 
Toss, 


‘Camel Caravan, WSM unit bank- 
rolled by R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., 


Pair were moved to a hospital here 
after they came to town turn 
following a two-week eng: in 
Lansing, Mich. They had 


for a 


gement 


} 


eling around the country via trailer 
. . 1 7 

Ber ise of the nature of the l= 

¢ a. fs] , 

offi i are ieariul ¢ iy 

} Te | me 7 > ] : "7 ] co >’ 
nave carriea some peculial piagzue 


ailment. A post mortem followed 


M Seymour’s death left the medi- 
cos bewildered save in the _ be- 
lief that they both came down 
ith'a strange malady of the epi- 
demic type. Opinions have inclined 


toward such rare diseases as typhus 
and mountain spotted fever, neither 
of which is found in this area. 


As a result health authorities have | 


| started back tracking on the dance 


Tr ° | 
an bookings at army camps | 
rough October, moves out of Vir- 
Binia this week to play camps in 


Maryland. Illinois and Indiana. 





LAMBERTI’S REWARD 
San Francisco, Sept. 16. 
Professor Lamberti’s two-week 
Click on the Golden Gate stage here 


has netted him a four week date at 
€ Bal Tabarin. 
Comedy xylophonist 


moves 
uesday (23), 


a 


in | 


team's itinerary to discover, if pos- 
sible, what ailment caused -the en- 
tertainer’s death and to take the 
necessary precautionary steps both 
here and at other places where they 
may have played. 





Gerun Recovering 

San Francisco, Sept. 16. 
Tom Gerun, co-owner of the Bal 
Tabarin nitery here, shortly will be 
permitted visitors at St. Mary’s hos- 
pital where he recently underwent a 

serious operation. 
Understood he'll be for 


bedded 


several weeks yet. 


wr 


been trav- | 


RUAY, WY. 
dt To PAGE 


Theatre Hires Special 
Writers in Revival of Pic- 
ture House Presentation 
Policy —Balto, Philly, 
Washington Vaudfilmers 
Following Parade 








TEST FOR BALTO 


_—- 


The revival of an old picture house 
presentation policy appears to be in 
the making, with the Roxy, New 
York, leading the way and the Hipp, 
Baltimore; Fay’s, Philadelphia, and 
the Earle, Washington, probably fol- 


lowing. At the Roxy it’s also a 
throwback for Jack Partington 
(Fanchon & Marco), producer for 


the house, who originated that type 
of showmanship years ago in San 
Francisco. The whole idea is predi- 
cated on a permanent m.c. 


Roxy, it’s understood now, had 
been mulling the permanent person- 
ality-m.c. for a couple of months be- 
fore deciding on Archie Robbins, 
currently in his seventh week at the 
house and slated to remain on in- 
definitely. House also picked Latin 
Singer Don Arres as a permanent 
voice and he also is a seventh-week 
holdover and continuing until fur- 
ther notice. 

House has also engaged special 
writers, Snag Weras and Harry 
Crane, to furnish special material for 
the show in general and Robbins in 
particular. 

It’s ironic that the biggest house 
personality of all time, Paul Ash, is 
now merely leading the house or- 
chestra and, with a possible revival 
of the policy, the house is hunting a 
complete newcomer. Ash, in Chi- 
cago, at McVickers and the Oriental, 
was money in the bank; then he was 


brought to the Paramount, N-Y.,, 
with a tremendous building which 
transcended his own talent, so, the 


public stayed away in droves. 
At the Hipp, Baltimore, Izzy Rap- 





paport, operator of the house, is cur- 
rently holding Lew Parker, comic for 
a second week as m.c. of the show | 
and will hold him for at least two 


| Sam Stiefel, operator of Fay’s, Phila- 

deliphia, are hunting m.c.s who fit 
| the bill as permanent fixtures for a 
| presentation policy. 

A notable example to some ex- 
itent of a presentation policy at 
| the Tower, Kansas City, which has a 
| permanent m.c. in Lester Harding, 


who also sings. 


1S 


} om 


ANOTHER QUICK REPEAT 
FOR ANDREWS 3 IN PITT 


Pitt Cy 1 

Andrews Siste1 ho came close 
to breaking a ré Stanley 
July 4 week, whe they rolled up 
$33,000 with Gene Krupa’s band, 
|have been booked back into the 
1!WB deluxer Thanksgiving week 


less than a year. 


with getting Stanley rolling again 


| for almost two years to grosses 
of between $14,000 and- $17,000 
weekly. Momentum they gave spot 


has been felt ever since, with house 
rarely running under 20 grand now 
and usual biz being between $25,- 
000 and $28,000. 





Jack LaBelle, former operator of 





been granted Duluth boxing fran- 
chise by Minnesota state boxing com- 
mission. 


more, If the policy continues to 
click, Parker will remain on indefi- 
| nitely 

| Both Harry Anger, producer fer | 
|WB at the Earle, Washington, and 


for their third engagement there in | 
Gals are being generally credited | 


after house had been running along | 


night clubs in Philadelphia and 
Minneapolis, but now managing} 
Lenox Hotel Casino, Duluth, has 


e 








Herb Rings the Bell 


Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Credit line for Belle Baker’s 
new songs at the Bal Tabarin in 
Frisco will read: Music by Her- 
bert Baker. 
He’s her son. 








Door Fees Would 


Meet Increased 


Cincinnati, Sept. 16. 

Seven of this burg’s niteries, 
termed by their operators as Class 
C clubs, inaugurated a doorcharge 
policy Monday (15). Spots, down- 
town and in outlying nabes, are the 
Cat and Fiddle, New Wonder Bar, 
Kelly’s, Casa Grande, Schmiesing’s, 
House of Rinck and Golder’s Palm 
Garden 

To meet the American Guild of 
Variety Artists salary boost for en- 
tertainers, which is effective this 
week, the operators met last week 
with Bob Edwards, AGVA’s local 
rep, and organized as the Night Club 
Operators of Cincinnati. Minimum 
weekly salary for entertainers ad- 
vanced from $30 to $35. Operators 
also have to take care of new state, 
federal and liquor taxes and pay in- 
| creases for employees. 





Operators are free to determine 
|their own door charges, although 
|they agreed to up the charges Fri- 


day, Saturday and Sunday over 
other nights, and to be in effect 
from the time music starts to 15 


| minutes before closing time, which 
is 2:30 a.m. for niteries here. 

Agreement between the operators 
and AGVA is for not less than five 
months, with a stipulation that any 
operator may solicit an adjustment 
of the contract at any time during 
this period. 





organ- 
ization is to eliminate cut-throat 
| competition, establish a healthier 
condition in the night club industry, 
and to offer better entertainment, 
stated John Rinck, temporary chair- 
man. 


| 
| Intention of the operators’ 
| 





Price Gets $500 Per In 
N. Y. Cafe Comeback; 
Got $2,500 in Heyday 


When LaConga 
Cw Yr 
Jack 


reopens 


Sept. 23, 


the N rk nitery will be undex 
maestro Harris’ direction and 


e Price will mark 
comeback after being in 
t for some years. Price 
Music Corp. of Amer- 


t $500 weekly guarantee, 


v 


Geo! 
way 
| stree 


booked in by 


percentage; at his heyday, as a 
| bert juve, Price was salaried 
$2,500. Price won’t give up his seat 
'on the N. Y. Stock Exchange, but 
| will handle both coincidentally. 

| Harris was batoneer at LaConga 
| last season until its bankruptcy, but 
| has taken over the entire establish- 
ment for operation this year. 





Nitery Revue Tours 


Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 
Copacabana floor show moves to 
| the Paramount theatre for a week, 
| beginning Sept. 18, after which it 
shifts to San Francisco and a tour 
of the northwest. 





| 


| New Copacabana 
' Sept. 25, is headed- by Tito Guizar. 


layout 
iayout, 


starting 


Cincy Expenses 





| Warner 


Warners Drops Milwaukee Vauder 


After AFM Snag on Social Security 





Milwaukee, Sept. 16. 

After planking down $6,000 for six 
weeks advance rental and announc- 
ing the opening of the Riverside for 
last Friday (12) as a Warner theatre, 
with a stage show topped by Brenda 
and Cobina and Buddy Rogers, the 
new lessees of the town’s only 
vaudeville house suddenly dropped 
it like a hot potato and called every- 
thing off. Result is a dark spot on 
the main stem during the current 
American Legion convention with 
the biggest downtown crowds Mil- 
waukee has ever known. 


Closed July 31 by Charles 
Schwerin, Chicago and Milwaukee 
realty operator heading the holding 
company, as a result of internal dis- 
sension climaxing when Ed J. Weis- 
feldt, the manager, brought suit 
against his employers for $1,380 back 
salary, the Riverside was picked up 
by Warners the first week in Sep- 
tember. They took the house for a 
six weeks trial with an option of a 
further trial of six months, and a 
second option for a 10-year lease. 
Weisfeldt was retained to handle the 
theatre. Extra help was rushed in to 
get it ready for reopening, show 
was booked, lobby and canopy pro- 
claimed the reopening and advertis- 
ing campaign was launched in the 
newspapers. 

Reason for Warners’ change in 
plans is musician trouble. Bone of 
contention is a new clause in Music 
Corp. of America’s contracts specify- 
ing that social security expense must 
be borne by the theatre playing a 
band rather than by the leader of a 
musical organization, the house thus 


being regarded as the employer. 
MCA was lining up bands for the 
house and was acting under an 
American Federation of Musicians 
ruling. 

With Art Kassel’s band lined up 


for the Riverside’s second week un- 
der Warner management, Horace 
Heidt to follow and angling already 
begun for other name bands, the 
execs refused to go for the 
deal. 

Incidentally, Local No. 8’s (AFM) 
claim against the former operator of 
the Riverside (Schwerin) for $4,000 
balance on their contract was set- 


| tled by Schwerin prior to the con- 


| summation 





of Warner deal, re- 
portedly for $2,000. Also, Weisfeldt’s 
back salary claim against Schwerin 


the 


was settled in full, according to 
Robert A. Hess, Weisfeldt’s legal 
rep, and m compromise effected on 
his contract, which had two years 
to run, 
Chicago Snag 
Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Social security clause in AFM 


contracts put the Stratford here on 


the hot seat over the weekend. 
Stratford is also a Warner house 
and circuit’s execs’ have refused to 
| signature such a contract for fear 
they would be leaving the company 
open for possible demands for back 

ocia security payment by the 
federal authoritie Company ac- 
CO! ng to loca report ap} rent- 
ly willing to okay theatre payment 
of social security from now on. 


a Shu- | 
at | 





icians Union tied up the stage 

in the Stratford for a few 
Saturday (13), but union 
later permitted the pit orchestra to 
work the shows, 


COLOSIMO’S, CHI, SIGNS 
AGREEMENT WITH AGVA 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

After months of negotiations, a 
deal was finally sealed last week be- 
tween the American Guild of Variety 
Artists and Colosimo’s, Chicago 
nitery. Deal was set by the new 
operator of the nitery, Ben Bortz, 
with the AGVA chief here, Jack 


NA 
iviU 


nours on 








| Irving. 


calls for upping of 
chorus girl scale to $30 and principal 


Award an 


‘ minimum -to $60. 


av 
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Night Clib Reviews 





Nit Widow’ waltz with Jack Hol- 
lai More recent of the silent tin- 


WILSHIRE BOWL, L. A. ' pio th he Betty Compson’s 


I A ; Ss wn tyoers, she is still a looker and gets 
os Angeles, Sept. hi O the floor with the ease and 
Clara Kimball Young, Betty Comp of the contemporary ballroom 


Nick Lueas, although not 


ry . 2 > ri» =* . 
Bryant Washburn, Betty Bly virtuoso 


son, ° 
Original od, nly wns og aoe ag ', of the films, strictly speaking, caught 
Chester Conklin, Snub Pollard), fom | the sitters basking in the glow of 
dd ef ott 1e sitters bas : 
Patricola, Nick Lucas, Clyde Cook. | 4)... not-so-olden days, and had 


Al Herman, Gitta Alpar, Grace Poggi 
and Igor, Cynda Glenn, the Man- 
geans, Darryl Harpa’s Orchestra 
(11); minimum $3 with dinner, 
$1.50 without. 


them pleading for more of the heart- 
tuggers he strummed and sung years 
ago for the gramophones. Tom 
Patricola does his heavy-footed taps 
in the early hoofing style and for a 
finale to his turn brings out four 
femme sepians in abbreviated garb, 
aggregate weight, better than half a 
ton, for a few whirls. Why? 





Sentimentally, John Murray An- 
derson’s ‘The Silver Screen,’ which 
he prefers to bill as ‘a mus.cal 


glamorama of the movies,’ has a 


eo ha pond ene, Me go solid entertainment when Gitta | 
fong’as the picture mob and its| A.par,. European operatic soprano, 

“ : weed who also swings a mean ‘St. 
hangers-on continue to patronize the Louis Blues, moves on stage after 


theatre-restaurant, it should fare| 


quite well, it having long been the, Anderson's ‘Birth of Beauty’ number 


inc'uding a half dozen chorines with 


custom here that the night trade fol- |") sexo Aes so 
lows the celebs. It’s more than a ae Bag — 
reasonable doubt that the repeating | SWceeners as wanson, cxiord, 

| Davies, et al. Lady with the voice, 


ee genre ads Be neler tee | helped none by the room’s acoustics, 
revue strictly on its own. How it| $2Ve out with theme arias from early 
will appeal “to the moderns, who| Pictures, and then spotting: the 
know little and care less about the operetta composer, Oscar Straus, .> 
oldtimers, is the big question merk. table, had the mob — 2 al 
As presently set up it is lacking in bandstand to lead the -?_ ers while 
entertainment ingredients. The open- | >'° chirped his ‘My Hero 
ing night turnout of the town’s! 
names was in its sentimental cups 
and lavished applause on every turn. 


a smash finish for her act and had 
Straus taking bows for wi 
. : minutes. Nor was the approbation 
fi egy ae. ag more from of Cynda Glenn, comedienne and a 

Naturally, nostalgia has to be the looker, whose tiptop comedy antics 
theme of ‘Silver Screen,’ tracing as it| 2TOund a piano have been observed 
does the four phases of the cinema’s| here before, and the adagio dancing 
development, viz: Birth of Glamour, | °f Grace Poggi and Igor, sentimen- 
Sex, Beauty and Sound. Of the! tally-inspired. They're both solid acts 
oldsters, Bryant Washburn and Clara 24 will still be around when Ander- 
Kimball Young toil the hardest 5°" undoubtedly re-routines the show 
and longest, splitting the emcee | 404 props up a few of the sags. Al 
chore. Betty Blythe, earliest of the Herman is still around in blackface, 
screen vampires, recites ‘A Fool|here doing a takeoff on Al Jolson 
There Was,’ with appropriate ges- | and spinning yarns that could be 
tures and back-up by three males! MOdernized and slightly sapolioed. 
and the chorus to broaden the effect | The Mangeans are a troupe of femme 
of how femme wiles operated in the | dervishes, ar 7. 
days before pictures talked. The the revue being reminiscent of some- 


Keystone Kops. deck in tl thing or other, bring to mind those 
aia palies ro oe pec gpsd Arab handstanders and tumblers of 


few times and then end up by push- |@0ther generation of show biz— 
ing oozy pies in each other’s kissers. | V@Ude- ; 
It didn’t get much of a rise but the; Larry Ceballos, erstwhile chore- 


oldsters got a warm hand for their | 0grapher of filmusicals, routined the 


effort. 
hardy 


Best Music, adequate to the purpose but 


|; not noteworthy, is credited to How- 
j;ard Godwin and Forman Brown. 
Franz Steiniger directed Darryl 
Harpa’s band for the floor show, 
| with the crew doubling for the dance 
in swing, rhumba and waltz sections. 
Considerable coin was spent for 
the makeover of Wilshire Bowl to 
resemble a music hall of the ’90s 
with its double tier of boxes rim- 
|ming the room. House curtain is a 
| four-paneled mirror, which parts to 
| allow for a shimmering drop. Small 
TH stage is used, spreading to the ex- 
by dandruff? Don't waste time | tended apron and spilling out on the 

HEALTHY HAIR moping or doping your hair.| dance floor, where the production 


Wake up your scalp, see the difference, fee! the results. , : : =! 

Let the new electric driven VITABRUSH answer your | numbers range right up to ringside 

ae. eo ae strokes per minute. Restful: | tables. 

easant. Satisfying. Takes only 3 minutes a day. Recom- | ¢ j ve »j 

mended by scalp authorities. Satisfaction aassnnened. ° gt of yaw uv ed mob e 

Wrice now for full information and money-back | 9O™€ on as a e JO and ha 
many of the payees at $10 a head 

Advertised for a 9 p.m. 


received of the 
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§ : 
E SECRET OF Hair getting thin? Bothered | 


> 


offer. Hershey Mfg.Co., 149 So.LaSalle St. Chicago | 


-WRITER- 


preferably experienced in Vaude- 
ville to re-write or complete 
comedy sketches from synopses. 
Please state qualifications. Ad- 











til around two hours later. Tables 
were so crowded together that 
waiters and bus boys couldn’t navi- 
gate without getting in one’s way or 
hair, and the meat coui'se didn’t get 
around until well afer the show 
started, which made for much static 
with clashing knives and _ fork 
against the crockery. K. L. Loeb, 
' who for years operated the Bowl as 


dress Box 656, Variety, N. Y. 




















Nostalgia is swept away by good | 


from | 
‘The Chocolate Soldier.’ It provided | 


and nearly everything in| 


{numbers for the 16 prancing belles. | 


start, show didn’t get under way un-| 


music, looks after the kitchen. 

Tavern has one long bar just off 
the entrance, above which = are 
murals by John Decker in caricature 
of the film great. Erl Franke de- 
signed the interiors. Carl Laemmle, 
| Jr., said to have tossed quite 
'parecel of coin into the enterprise 
falthough Anderson’ provided the 
bulk 

Directly competitive to Earl 
| roll’s, it some three miles away 
| with the edge on this score in 
|Carroll’s favor. His spot is in dead 
|center Hollywood while Anderson's 
| Bowl is pitched in the Wilshire resi- 
|dential district, far off the beaten 
|path of the night owls. Its prox- 
|imity to Beverly Hills will be help- 
| fu. The town is taking it up plenty 


| 
| 
| 


Car- 


1S 


terprise on the profit side for some 
| weeks to come although the operat- 
{ing nut is no Woolworthian worry. 

hile the Anderscn show isn’t a 
road company of the Diamond 
Horseshoe revue which he staged 
for Billy Rose in New York, it’s a 
counterpart in rsore than one re- 
spect. The ‘Merry Widow’ waltz 
reminds of the Mae Murray-George 
Fontana double; and the general 
keynote is nostalgia, with a cine- 
matic background. Furthermore, 
Tom Patricola was in Rose’s 
shows last year, also a mauve 
decade theme. The format, thus, is 
similar, but its execution different, 
jalthough Rose has used Carlyle 
| Blackwell, Nita Naldi, Gilda Gray, 
| Mae Murray, et al., as his yesteryear 
proponents. Helm. 


j and that should keep Anderson's en- | 
| 








San Francisco, Sept. 11. 
Mitzi Green, Jack Marshall, Theo- 


(6), Carleton Ackley’s Orch (5). 

Playing her first nitery dafe in 
California, a nervous Mitzi Green 
faced a near-capacity opening-night 
audience and landed so solidly she 
was forced to do two unrehearsed 
encores. Admitted at the final bow- 
off that she had been ‘scared stiff.’ 
However, she now knows there’s no 
need for jitters here. Socko recep- 
tion of the Thursday (11) opening 
was generated entirely by Miss 
Green’s nifty piping and mimicry. 
Place was almost full. 

Modestly garbed in dark blue floor- 
| length gown with collar and cuffs of 
| white lace, Miss Green tees off with 
|a rhyming intro during which she 
| mimics Sophie Tucker, Harry Rich- 
man and Ted Lewis for okay returns. 





Follows with a smooth 
‘Lady Is a Tramp,’ which she intro- 
duced in the stage ‘Babes in Arms,’ 
and ‘Nobody.’ Then goes into an- 
other voice-doubling sesh, giving out 
‘Beat Me, Daddy’ as it might be done 
by Hepburn, Garbo and Fanny Brice, 
collecting chuckles en route. For a 
closer she uses an ‘I Want to Act’ 
ditty, finishing with a dramatic copy 
of Luise Rainer’s tearful farewell 
i scene in ‘Great Ziegfeld,’ which got 
the room by the throat and held it in 
silence. Mob called her back re- 
peatedly, forcing a George 
| imitation from her child screen days 
and an extra rendition of ‘Where or 
| When.’ 

First half of the show features two 
| turns by the Ramsdell dancers, a neat 





Mm. o.1 


dore & Denesha, Ramsdell Dancers | 


rendition of | 


Arliss | 
| he got down to encore warbling there was no question of his score. 


a straight dancery with Phil Harris’ | -+ 


| 


al 


| (booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a re 





the finale, they held the house 100°. 








| Sake’ on third, unusually early for this turn 


| line and new in this spot: three fast | 


routines by Theodore and Denesha, 
| capable dance team here from a date 
| at Cal-Neva Lodge, and Jack Mar- 
| shall, comedy m.c. who was brought 
| ing so well that he'll probably be 
| here several more weeks. 
oozes laughter and his material 
stands the test of repeat viewings. 

Wern. 


MARINE ROOM, CHI 


(Edgewater Beach Hotel) 


| 
| 
} 
| 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 


Henry Busse Orch (17), Albins 
| (2), Jack Spot, Dorothy Dorben 
Dancers (8). 


| Henry Busse has been a _ long- 
| standing favorite in this area, and 


front-men in the music business. He 


Guy just} 


| his return to town heralds a run of | 


big business for an out-of-the-way | 
hotel spot. 
Busse remains one of the great 


| in three shows back and is still click- | opening offering. 
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The Good Old Days 
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Herewith appears a VARIETY review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 
The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving the 

reviews other than the interest they may have tn recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time 





20 years 
week of 


T00, 


show 


‘ , sume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day 





(Reprinted from Variety of Sept. 16, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





Around 35 persons concerned in the Palace show this week, with three 


_ feature turns holding the numerical strength, but the smallest individual 


was the magnet for the biggest share of plaudits. That was Daphne 
Pollard, the English comedienne, who returns to this side of the water a 
headliner (New Acts). 

The house was long in filling Monday evening, and though it was cork- 
ing business the boxoffice did not go clean. The return to the leaflet form 
of program was welcome to patrons and acts as well, full billing of names 
and credits providing a bit of atmosphere that has been missed in the big- 
time New York houses since the paper shortage during the war forced a 
single sheet. 

Val and Ernie Stanton were runners-up to the smash of Miss Pollard 
the brothers going for a wham next-to-closing and immediately following 
the peppery Australian mite. The Stantons seemed to have everything and 
landed with all features, from delightful humor to the other bits. in what 
is to be rightly termed a legitimate vaudeville routine. The brothers’ 
chatter anent sports is original enough to protect it fully, and that is why 
it sounds crisp. New lines shine here and there. This brace of comedians 
show smartness by the touch of music in the turn. They have added a 
song and are encoring with a clever bit of stepping. 

The Ford Sisters, too, came through with ‘Dancing Around.’ Spotted at 
With their own orchestra added and 
new touches here and there, the sisters have what looks the best offering 
they have yet developed. Lifted to featuring is Dave Apollon, a mandolin 
virtuoso, Young Apollon, who came from a Russian orchestra, stepped 
from the circle of musicians with whom he had been strumming a banjo 
and performed astonishingly with the mandolin. Only exceptional digital 
dexterity accounts for his accomplishment of a Hungarian number. His 
stunt of playing the instrument and piano at the same time is quite a feat. 
Rupert Cufbert and Dave MacLaughlin are other members of the orchestra 
billed for numbers. The strong musical support carried by the Ford Girls 
is smart showmanship. Their dressing is, as always, pretty, and for the 
finish quite chic. The tap-stepping at the close was perhaps the most 
graceful of the dances given, with the act taking earned curtains to a 
rising audience. 

William and Joe Mandel set the pace for the succession of hits that fol- 
lowed intermission. The Mandels came out of the west, last spring, 
appeared at the N.V.A. show at the Hippodrome and immediately drew a 
route. As a comedy acrobatic turn it is a whale. The smaller Mandel 
smiles like Chaplin, and some of his antics recall the film star, though 
there is no impression of imitation. When the brothers arrived at their 
‘ear-to-ear’ stunt the house was all! theirs and bits in ‘one’ were eagerly 
received. 

The size of the show probably brought Charles Withers in ‘For Pity’s 
It looked as though some 
cutting had been requested through the length of the show, which at the 
matinee ran far past five, but with the cutting of the news weekly at night 
exited precisely at 11, after an eight o'clock start. There are 12 characters 
billed for the act, but the count is really seven. Arthur James, as chief 
assistant to Withers, handles at least half the roles. The pair have again 
worked in new chatter at the opening, with James’ hat falling into the 
paste bucket and his bawling exit drawing a round of applause. Among 
the programmed names is one ‘Dan Hennessy,’ palpably an insert. ‘Abra- 
ham Lincoln’ (New Acts), a condensation of the Thomas Dixon play, closed 
intermission, holding attention for a 33-minute span. Between the two 
big acts-Joe Darcey fitted very successfully, and he could have stretched 
his bit with ease. Darcey’s songs were surer than his stories. At first the 
returns were spotty, coming mostly from the back of the house. But when 
His 
rendition of one of last season’s most-sung numbers came at the end, but 
it landed as strongly as anything in the routine. 

Houston Ray, a youthful concert pianist, played to No. 2 hit. F 
first of the concert recruits to be used by the big-time houses this 
He recently appeared at the Strand and was held over there. Ray's play- 
ing is along concert lines, with improvisations on old melodies finely ren- 
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Erford’s Oddities, three girls d 
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in the air, made a flashing, 
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Thanks... SAMMY KAYE 


... for a swell twelve-week theatre tour. It 


was a treat to work wiih you. 


. . - all theatre managers and their staffs, 
who made my tour such a pleasant and suc- 


cessful one. 


; HARRY MAYER, LEO MORGAN, 
IRVING WINDISH, and the entire staff for 





is working all the time, pulling the} 
dancers and others along with him, | 
building the tempo and jump of the 
band and imparting a certain dignity | 
to the room. Busse also cornets, and | 
while there may be some who can} 
play the instrument better, there are 
few who can get as much showman- | 
ship into the instrument. 

Musically, the Busse orchestra is 
okay, being original in style, indi- 
vidual in its arrangements and pos- 
sessing a musical marking which}! 
makes it immediately recognizable | 
through its shuffle rhythm (which is 
| used also by San Saviit). 
| Lee Edwards is the band’s vocalist. 
| A youngster with good appearance 
| and pipes, he indicates promise but 
jneeds to unbend a little and learn 
| how to sell. 

Busse m.c.s, doing it well. From 
the band there’s an outstanding nov- 
elty by Otto Glaeser, the trumpeter, 
who has a number in which he uses a | 
glove doll on his key fingers, so thai | 
; the doll seems to be pushing the! 
! (Continued on page 55)... | 
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three Record-Breaking Weeks at the NEW 
YORK STRAND. 
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MARINE ROOM, CHI 





_ With some clever and pleasant 
bh by-play between the doll 
and Glaeser, the latter gets a load 
of classy smart musical humor. | 

Shows here are ordinarily skimpy, 
with the band depended upon for 
the bulk of the biz-getting. Cur- 
rently, the Albins are outstanding 
with standard burlesque ballroom, 
routines, and they clicked sharply. 
Jack Spot is a unicyclist who hasn’t 
much change of pace, or man tricks. 
He points up the spots need for more 
material designed for the cramped 
area of a nitery floor. 

Standard here for some time and 
excellent are the Dorothy Dorben 
dancers, small line, but fresh-looking 
and in fine taste at all — - 

old. 





VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. 


(HOLLENDEN HOTEL) 





Cleveland, Sept. 10. 
Don (‘Popikoff’) Tannen, Tex 
Morrissey, Glover & LaMae, Jean 
Leach, Sammy Watkins’ Orch. 





Hollenden’s intimate Vogue Room, 
one of Cleveland’s most consistent 
money-makers with a sound enter- 
tainment policy, has two new sure- 
fire bets in Glover and LaMae. 

Management seldom keeps an act 
longer than three or four weeks, but 
dance team’s contract has been re- 
newed for another month. as the re- 
sult of putting across their ‘cham- 

agne hour’ with slick salesmanship. 
dea’s been overdone here but they 
freshen it up considerably, making 
their dance contests more lively and 
popular than the regular floor show. 

Walter LaMae does it with his af- 
fable, quick wit; Alice Glover also 
has an amusing finesse in getting 
dancers tangled into knots or figura- 
tively standing on their heads to 
earn a Magnum of bubble water or a 
free dinner. There’s nothing stereo- 
typed about them or their 
sessions that warm up the entire 
room. Duo also does nice, flashy 


work in Latinized ballroom numbers | 


during the revue. 
Don (‘Popikoff’) 
current edition with more smartly 
paced gags and laughs. Pop-eyed 
singer is a newcomer ‘here but his 
chucklesome travesty on _ concert 
Singers, plus his eloquent mugging, 
caught ringsiders’ fancy immediately. 
Although his flag-waving finale is 
rather heavy, he doesn’t miss on any 
of his other comedy points. Tex 
Morrissey’s act as Hank the Mule is 
still a good, diverting piece of clown- 
ing. Jean Leach as strolling trouba- 
dour and Sammy Watkins’ smoothly- 
grooved orchestra are holding up ex- 
cellently. The latter’s been on a 
nine-month run. Pullen. 


Tannen, laces 











Club Review 


Continued from page 54 


VILLA MADRID, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 11. 
Etzi Covato Orch (6), Alice Dawn, 
Phil D’Rey, Leo & Rita, Manhat- 
tanettes (6). 





The Etzi Covato-John Lazarro cafe 
operating combine, which has been 
behind several of Golden Triangle’s 
most successful nitery operations, 
really has ’em coming at this cellar 
spot. Previously a white elephant 
nobody would touch, Covato and 
Lazarro took it over more than a 
year ago, felt their way slowly at 
first and then shot the works. Re- 
sult’s been a steady click for months. 
Chief reasons have been shrewd 
management, the friendly-host stuff 
and first-rate shows. 

Current layout speaks for itself. 
Headlining is Alice Dawn, who has 
quite a following here among the 
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DON 


ARRES 


HELD OVER 


8th WEEK 
ROXY, NEW YORK 


COAST TO COAST—WOR 
Every Tuesday, 8 P.M. 
Personal Direction: SAM RAUCH 

















eee 


| spenders. Gal’s also entertaining 
them. A striking looking femme, 
with oomphy figure and face to 
match, Miss Dawn can sell a song 
with the best of them. Looks like 
musical-comedy material, too. 
Another hefty click is Phil D’Rey, 
ventriloquist. Guy’s a clever prac- 
titioner and expert adlibber. If he 
had a more positive personality for 
his dummy, he wouldn't be far out of 
Bergen’s class. His splinter’s too 
nondescript and those movable eye- 
brows are just a bit corny. But 
where D’Rey definitely excels is in 
his material. It’s big-timey. Dance 
team of Leo and Rita start with a 
conventional ballroom number; then 
come back later for a flying adagio. 
Latter is their best but needs polish. 
For a small outfit, Etzi Covato’s 
orch, presided over by Mark Lane, 
who also doubles as m.c., fills the bill 
nicely. Cohen. 


EL CHICO, PITT 


Pittsburah. Sept. 10. 
Mario Orch (6), Virginia Ramos, 
Dance Players (6). 


Joe Sala has 
Long-time Nixon Cafe _ bartender, 
who broke away from Tony Con- 
forti’s spot to launch his own enter- 
prise, Pittsburgh’s only congarhumba 
club, got away so fast a year ago 
that he went overboard on shows 
and almost permitted high cost of 
talent to bankrupt him after first 
flush of novelty had worn away. As 
a result, there were times late this 
spring when it was doubtful if Sala 
would continue. He reorganized, 
however, shut down for summer and 
has gotten new season started on a 
more businesslike basis. El Chico’s 
going in for smaller, more intimate 
shows, making the food and the 
dance music the chief selling points. 

In the music, Sala’s made a wise 
choice in Mario. He was here several 
months ago and clicked big, but had 
ito pull out on account of previous 
engagements. Mario’s not only a 
| personable, good-looking gent with 
some smart musicians behind him, 





learned his lesson. 











but he’s also a crack sizer-upper on | 


daracers’ tastes. 


Virginia Ramos, sans mike, has | 
| swell pipes. Dance Players are 
| three boys and three girls. Do mod- 


lern cakewalk that’s especially good. | 
| They’re an attractive, nattily dressed | 


| group and a couple of ’em step out 

| by themselves for a spirited tango 
that’s in the groove. 

| Mario m.c.s. Even with so small 
routining. As is, everything’s 
bunched together and run off so 

| fast it seems more abbreviated than 

| necessary. Cohen. 


E lineup, Sala could achieve smarter | 
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DEANE * 


“Singing Star ef 20th Century-Fex’’ 





@ CURRENTLY ae 
National Theatre, Louisville 


OCTOBER 8rd to 18th 
Glenn’s Rendezvous, Newport 


West: WM. MORRIS AGENCY, Chi 


@ PERSONAL MANAGEMENT @ 
THOMAS KETTERING 


N. Y. Nitery Followup 


John Hoysradt did the entire book 
at his Savoy-Plaza preem, going 
overboard as to length and choice of 
repertoire. Some of the mimicry is 
better in 
the material, which also calls for 
skillful self-editing. Hoysradt is the 
former history prof. at Yale 


Groton who has become one of the 
better-grade monologists in the clas- 
sier cafes. His Raymond Gram 
Swing with its redundant opinionat- 
ing; Clem McCarthy’s hysteria; Her- 
bert Marshall ‘in any Alfred Hitch- 
cock film’; Boyer, Ouspenskaya, 
Laughton, the Lunts, Leslie Howard 
comprise the forepart. Takeoffs on 
such Savoy-Plaza faves as Hilde- 
garde and Dwight Fiske (former 
comes into this room directly after 
Hoysradt) was a better idea than its 
execution. The four Kings—Zog, 
Selassie, Carol and Victor Emmanuel 
—was another of those good ideas not 
quite boffily rounded out. FDR and 
Churchill, in the same topical vein, 
didn’t click. By and large, Hoysradt 
is smart and modern, but he, his 
agent and his author should do some 
between-the-halves, skull-practice on 





which touchdown songs are surefire | 


plays for public favor, and leave the 
deceptive work out. He’s a talented 
performer, and should have seasoned 
well through his touring as the Noel 
Coward character in ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner.’ Seemingly, with 
much time to devote to building up 
a comeback repertoire for the smart 


clubs, he has gone overboard. That) 
another 


cough-sneeze routine is 
which didn’t quite come off. 





Kitty Carlisle is making her N. Y. 
cafe debut at the Versailles, and the 
singing star, better known on screen, 
radio and rostrum, proves she can go 
into the better rooms and contribute 
in more ways than. vocally. She’s a 
well-poised, chic personality, and her 


songalog, comprising ‘Hit a New 
High,’ ‘Out of Sight,’ ‘Sands in My 
Shoes’ (a trailer for Cuba), ‘Blow 


Gabriel,’ ‘Tuba’ and ‘Intermezzo,’ 
socked. She is possessed of a warm, 
well-trained voice, not too ‘superior’ 
for her medium, and she paces her 
pick of the song cron for best results. 
Good support are Capella and Bea- 
trice, slick ballroomologists, with a 
variety routine that runs from 
Chopin mazurkas to fast whirls, 
wherein he holds his femme vis-a- 


vis aloft in a somewhat daring series | 


of positions. Capella, who has been 
around with sundry partners, has a 
sturdy partner in Beatrice. Maxi- 
milian Bergere’s orchestra, per usual, 
is socko: ditto Panchito’s rhumba, 
which explains their repeated re- 
turns here, the latter having been 
the house band on the Latin terp- 
ology for four straight years. Next 
month, Nick and John are trying an 
innovation for the Versailles—a girl 
show, staged by Margery Fielding. 
Prime reason is inability to get big- 
name acts, and the management fig- 
ures a change of pace is a good busi- 
ness idea. Abel. 


its characterization than | 


and | 


STRIPPER GETS 6 MOS. 
ON ‘INDECENCY’ CHARGE 


Toledo, Sept. 16. 

Ada Brockett, 23, billed as ‘Zo- 
rita,’ convicted Aug. 27 of indecent 
exposure, was sentenced yesterday 
(Monday) to six months in work- 
house by Municipal Judge Homer A. 
Ramey. Judge granted application 
filed by Attorney Samuel D. Kap- 
lan for stay of execution of sentence 
while case is appealed to Lucas 
County Common Pleas Court. Kap- 
lan filed notice of intention to ap- 
peal the case and has 30 days in 
which to file. 

Dancer was accused of indecent 
exposure in Kentucky Klub Aug. 15. 
She wept when sentence was pro- 
nounced and was taken to women’s 
jail, where she’s being held until 
$1,000 bond is posted for her re- 
lease pending appeal. Previous bond 
posted by’ James Karas, club owner, 
for dancer’s appearance in court for 
sentence automatically became in- 
valid Monday (15) before the dancer 
was sentenced. 

Court denied request by Kaplan 
for leniency because Zorita had no 
police record and for suspension of 
sentence on payment of a fine. 


Agent Larry Allen, 
Jupe Pluve Put On 
Unbilled Fair Show 


San Francisco, Sept. 16. 


Larry Allen, of the Frisco office 
'of Consolidated Radio Artists, dem- 
| onstrated that even an agent can 
|live up to the show-must-go-on tra- 
| dition. 

Allen put together an outdoor 
show for a Portland, Ore., fair date 
with a cast of 56 and then found he 
had a rainstorm on his hands. With 
4,400 tickets already sold, Allen pur- 
chased 12 pairs of hip boots, water 
wings and other accessories, plus 18 
pairs of galoshes, bathing suits, cello- 
phane raincoats, etc., for the line 
| girls and staged the opener regard- 
less, to cheers of the mob in the cov- 
ered grandstand. 

Lou Ashe, one of the singing acts, 
appeared in a tux and boots, but 
finally had to accept a rain hat and 
slicker from two chorines, which he 
donned without missing a note. 




















Charley Murray’s All-Jersey orch 
moved into the Chanticler, Millburn, 
N. J., for its fall opening Thursday 
(11). Band has just acquired Bobby 
Domenick, guitarist, and Tony Fed- 
erici, bass fiddle player, from Teddy 
Powell’s crew. 





KELLY BACK AS 
AGVA AIDE IN 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 
Thomas E. Kelly, bounced as ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Philly unit 


of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists last year, is slated to get back 
in the driver’s seat of the local again. 

Kelly is disbanding his United En- 
tertainers Association, an indie tal- 
ent group, and is back at the AGVA 
office in the role of ‘legislative ad- 
visor.’ He is almost sure to be elect- 
ed to fill one of the vacancies on the 
board of directors and it’s rumored 
that he’ll be backed by the majority 
of the members for the post of local 
president. Dick Mayo will continue 
as executive secretary. 

Kelly’s return to the AGVA fold 
ends the long-smouldering feud in 
the ranks of Philly actors. V nen he 
was ousted by Hoyt C. Haddock, ex- 
AGVA national exec secretary, Kelly 
vowed ‘a fight to the finish’ against 
the alleged Communist domination of 
the union. 

Kelly is still popular with a seg- 
ment of the rank and file of cafe and 
club entertainers, being credited with 
pushing through the recently enacted 
bill in the legislature which gives 
actors new safeguards against being 
exploited by cafe owners or chiseled 
by agents. 


FRISCO AGVA WARNS 
DISSENTER ‘TO BEHAVE’ 


San Francisco, Sept. 16. 


Buddy O’Brien of the Actor’s Bet- 
terment Committee, who recently 
sought a separate AFL charter 
for the American Guild of Va- 
riety artists and has frequently 
criticized local Guild officers, has 
been notified by the AGVA board of 
directors here that drastic action will 
be taken if he continues to ‘dis- 
seminate unsubstantiated gossip.” 
O’Brien was called before the Board 
last Wednesday (10). 


Vance Silk, AGVA exec. sec., said 
O’Brien was informed that any com- 
plaint presented in a ‘proper man- 
ner would get full consideration, but 
that he had been ‘warned that his 
actions were considered destructive 
and not in the best interests of the 
organization.’ 
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where singer had to be 


‘My Husband Irving, 





own accompanist, Jack Goodman. 
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BELLE BAKER “HAD "EM SCREAMING” 


and “THE MOB WAS YELLING” 


BREAKING ALL RECORDS 
BAL TABARIN, San Francisco— 
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BAL TABARIN, San Francisco, Aug. 26 

A near-capacity crowd gave Belle Baker a tremendous send-off at her 
Bal Tabarin opening here tonight (26), demanding 
mS off. 


Formula of the new Tabarin bill contains line in two turns, novelty act 
and dance team, leaving last half entirely up to Miss Baker, who uses her 
First La Baker in white dinner gow: 
splashed with left-shoulder orchids, reminded customers of Sophie Tucker, 
who played the spot recently, but as soon as she went into action she made 
"em forget anybody else. 

Opening with standard ‘Down Argentina Way,’ she second-choruses with 
her own lyrics which had the mob pricking up ears, and paves the way for 
which netted spasms. Changes pace with ‘Last Time 
I Saw Paris,’ which got over rather well, although fun-hungry diners seemed 
to prefer the encore, ‘I Get No Kick from Champagne,’ which includes a Pepsi- 
Cola ditty to the tune of ‘Amapola.’ It had ’em screaming. By this time the 


repeated encores to point 


SD 


’ 





mob was yelling song titles, netting choruses of ‘Alabama Bound,’ ‘Always,’ 
“Ten Baby Fingers,’ ‘All of Me,’ ‘Blue Skies,’ ‘After You’re Gone,’ and others. 


Wern. 











JACK GOODMAN at the Piano 


ALL NEW SONGS AND SPECIAL MATERIAL BY ELI BASS, 
BOBBY KROLL, AND HERBERT BAKER 
Management WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
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speech by President Roosevelt, but | 
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STATE, N. Y. 





Allen and Kent (4), Jackie Heller, 
‘Think-a-Drink’ Hoffman (5), Emile 
Boreo, Ray Kinney’s Hawatan Band 
(17), Ruby Zwerling’s House Orch; 
‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ (Cov. 

This show lacks balance, but man- 
ages to play fairly well on the merit 
of the invidiual acts, all good. In the 
deuce, trey and _ next-to-closing 
frames it’s a parade of male singles, 
discounting, of course, the four 
blondes who distribute the drinks 
for the very commercial Think-a- 
Drink’ Hoffman, holding the middle 
slot. | 

Opening night, however, drama | 
was added to the show as a whole 
by the amplification in the theatre of | 
President Roosevelt’s momentous | 
speech on the freedom of the seas. | 
The house sat quietly and tensely all 
the way and then burst into solid 
applause, interrupted by the playing 
of the national anthem, which was | 
followed by another outburst. 

It’s hard to imagine a tougher | 
thing for an act to follow than a 
Allen and Kent not only did but | 
came through with flying colors— | 
thanks to the mixed team of old-| 
timers whose antique hoofery on a/| 
mat steals the play from the billed 


couple. Latter are pretty sharp tap- | sparce attendance at opening per- | the 


sters and showmanly, but the girl, | 
either because of more heft or an/| 
obviously injured ankle, appears to | 
have slowed up a bit. Once the old- | 
sters came on, the act was solid with | 
the audience and the applause was 
near show-stopping. 

Jackie Heller, a miniature in song, 
was not doing the right tunes at this | 
catching, or maybe his voice was | 
tired. Opened with ‘Feeling Like a | 
Million,’ then followed with ‘From |; 
Taps Till I Hear Reveille,’ ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye,’ a medley and, now 
that all the swallows have fiown 
back to Capistrano, Heller is plead- 
ing, ‘Come Back to Sorrento.’ 

Hoffman's novelty is, as always, 
surefire, but one wonders what the 
payoff is for the various whiskey 
plugs. Four pretty girls assist Hofi- 
man, two on the stage and the others 
circulating the drinks in the audi- 
ence. This helps break up the mo- 
notony of the male gender a bit, even 
though the girls aren’t anything but 
visual entertainment. Then comes 
Emile Boreo. 

Boreo hasn’t changed his act ex- 


' 


cept for the over-dramatic rendition ; 


of ‘The Last Time I Saw Paris,’ done 
straight and in French. From the 
way he winds up for the song it looks 
as though he’s teeing off a nipup, but 
he’s even pitching the tune like a 
Brooklyn rooter with the jitters. He 
dedicates that number to General 
DeGaulle’s ‘Free French,’ which 
makes it dramatic enough without 
the silly gyrations. Otherwise, his 


act is the same, with all the lip- | 


smacking and sundry other noises 
which he interpolates in his singing, 
plus his usual encore of ‘The Parade 
of the Wooden Soldiers.’ Also, per 
usual, he’s making the audience beg 
for him. He took four bows Thurs- 
day night before finally agreeing to 
come out again. 

Ray Kinney’s Hawaiian band is 
strictly Ray Kinney’s singing and the 
Aloha Maids, five undulating hip- 
owners. Maybe the band has some- 
thing, but the way the stage is 
dressed, and considering the lighting, 
which looks like a foggy night in 
London during a blackout, the audi- 
ence wouldn’t know it. 
set and black and _ gold-trimmed 
drapes are from Dixie. Kinney’s 
vocals are excellent and the girls’ 
swinging thighs are arresting, espe- 
cially for a hundred or so voluble 
newsboys who were in the theatre as 
guests of the Newark (N. J.) Star- 
Ledger. Two of the femmes solo, 
one of them weaving her hips slowly 
but wickedly while Kinney ironically 
sings ‘Lovely Hula Hands.’ He does 
a second number to a tune more 
apropos, namely ‘Hawaiian Hospi- 
tality.’ Other girl, who steps out of 
a line of four, clicks with her stand- 
ard ‘Cockeyed Mayor’ routine. Kin- 
ney continues at the Hotel Lexing- 
ton’s Hawaiian Room (N. Y.), now 
in their fourth or fifth year. 

Attendance was excellent at the 
last show, which ran overlong at 84 
minutes. Scho. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


(Geo. White’s ‘Scandals’) 





Chicago, Sept. 13. 
Helen Morgan, Pat Henning & Co. 
(2), Charles Kemper with Mack & 
Haggerty, Freda Sullivan, Harris & 
Shore, Kay Penton, Girls (16); 
‘Highway West’ (20th). 





Brought in without the George 
White tag, this ‘Scandals’ unit would 


That band | 


Harris and Shore, who scored might- 
ily with their burlesque ballroom 
dance routine. They've been tops 
at this stuff for several years and 
are today better than ever. Charles 
|'Kemper runs through the show as 
|comedian, and relies solely on the 
‘tried and well-worn burlesque bits 
| and clicks. Mack and Haggerty are 
also in with Kemper for comedy. 

Pat Henning has a bang-up turn. 
Does comedy talk and burlesque im- 
personations of how famous tough 
guys of the films die. 

Kay Penton does some pop tunes 
and Freda Sullivan has a little danc- 
ing specialty. There are 16 girls, 
wardrobed nicely and contributing 
three okay numbers. 

Standing ‘em up at the last show 
on Friday (12). Gold. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 10. 
Romo Vincent, Billy Reyes, Con- 
garoo Dancers (8), Hollywood Co- 
Eds (2), Peggy O’Neill Line (12), 
Charles Kaley, House Orch (13); 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). 





Unexpected extension of ‘Citizen 
Kane’ for a third week after the 
stage show had been booked is an 
unfortunate break for the acts, 


formance making it difficult to get 
a quorum for laughs. 


Curtains part on Hollywood Co- 
Eds, pair of femmes who go from 
taps into fast flips and whirls for 
okay returns. Deucing is Billy 
Reyes, formerly of George White’s 
‘Scandals.’ A smooth juggler using 
a rapid flow of patter, Reyes de- 
serves a rebooking when more can 
see him. His juggling as Garbo 
might do it gets over big and his 
delivery retains just enough British 
flavor to be refreshing. Unrelated 
to the rest of his act, but landmmg, 
is an imitation of Boyer in ‘Algiers.’ 
It could as easily be tabbed an im- 
pression of Jean Gabin in the orig- 
inel French role. 


Third slot is filled by the Congaroo 
Dancers, eight sepia jitterbugs from 
the N. Y. and film versions of 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ who are held to two 
turns by the 45-minute overall run- 
ning time. It’s long enough to raise 
the temperature several degrees, 
however. 

Final 20 minutes is allotted to 
Romo Vincent, who hops to New 
York after finishing here to go into 
rehearsal for Eddie Cantor’s ‘Banjo 
Eyes.’ Vincent uses the same mate- 
rial displayed recently at the Bal 
Tabarin nitery and continues to get 
over like nobody’s business. Light 
on his feet despite his bulk and pos- 
sessed of expressive hands and face, 
Vincent sells his ‘Gabriel,’ ‘Too Big 
for the Army,’ ‘Police Officer’ and 
‘Lone Ranger’ numbers for a steady 
stream of chuckles and call-backs. 
House line polishes off the proceed- 
ings. Wern. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 12. 
Four Macs, Lew Parker Co. (2), 
| Grace Drysdale, Shea & Raymond, 
| Andrews Sisters (3), Felice lIula 
| House Orch ‘Parachute Bat- 


| talion’ (RKO). 





(33) 





Fairish layout leaning on Andrews 
Sisters for name support and getting 
some help from the comedy dancing 
of Shea and Raymond. Packed by 
Lew Parker, brought back here for 
his ’steenth visit, this time a four- 
week run, layout unfolds in front of 
the house orch, batoned by Felice 
Iula, brought on stage. Moving of 
orch is not so good, considering the 





almost every act on the layout, thus 
further cramping for space. Stage- 
| hands come on and off so much they 
| rate a hand. 


| Fast opening by the Four Macs, 
| evenly divided mixed quartet of 
|rollerskaters employing circular 
| platform for their spins and throws. 
| Parker on next for some gagging and 
;an intro of Grace Drysdale, who does 
|clever manipulation of dancing ma- 
rionets. Works sans strings with 
dolls worn as gloves. 

Parker back, this time for his act, 
employs some newish material and 
brings on the prop department with 
a table for an eating bit. Baldpated 
stooge, not too fast on the pickup, 
engages comic in some crossfire, after 
which Parker vocals ‘I’d Rather 
Have a Rifle on My Shoulder Than 
a Wife on My Neck,’ sending hirn off 
well enough. Makes way for Shea 
and Raymond, contrastingly sized 
duo of eccentric dancers who mug 
well and employ intricate legmania 


probably have had trouble getting 
past the booker. But the White label 
changes all that. White himself is 
here with the show and is working 
it as an announcer for the acts. Un- 
seen, he is heard through the speak- 
er system, introducing the show and 
the acts. It’s a good, intimate touch 
that does much to put the show over. 
Helen Morgan headlines and con- 
tinues to sing the tunes from ‘Show- 
boat,’ getting over well. She's a 
good moniker for any marquee and 
her occasional vocal lapses are more 
than covered by the cloak of sweet 
remembrance and name-power. 
Outstanding turn of the 


show is! 


for plenty of laughs. Lads have been 
here before, but have improved con- 
siderably. Changing headdresses for 
angular member of team sets motif 
for hoofing routines which burlesque 
tango, conga and modernistic styles. 
| Hang up a real bellringer. 

The Andrews trio close and score 
from the teeoff. . Working in consid- 
erably more animated fashion than 
previously, gals open with ‘Aurora,’ 
following with ‘Daddy,’ ‘Boogie 
Woogie Bugle Call’ and ‘Apple Blos- 
som Time.’ Each number pulled a 
| hand on announcements, and result- 
| ing delivery buil¢s to strong climax. 
Biz okay. Burm. 








FOX, ST. LOUIS 





St. Louis, Sept. 13. 
Sally Rand Revue with Joe and 
Jane McKenna, Don Rice, Bob Fuller 
& Singing Sextet, Skate-O-Maniacs, 
Foxettes (16), Ben Rader’s House 
Orch (20); ‘Our Wife’ (Col). 





Although it has been seven years 
since the Springfield, Mo., exponent 
of the fan and bubble dances has 
been in these parts, she’s still a sock 
b.o. attraction. This 5,000-seater in 
midtown was brimful at 60-minute 
supper show caught. While Miss 
Rand is the big marquee name, 
others on the vaudfilm bill, the sec- 
ond of the current season, run her a 
stiff race for customer approval. If 
the management can continue to 
book such shows, vaude has a good 
chance to make a local comeback. 

Elevator platform is used for the 
tooters currently and Don 
m.c.’s. After a short opening band 
number the Foxettes, line of 16 na- 
tives recruited and trained by Muriel 
Stryker Hill, do the first of their 
routines to ‘Daddy,’ but the gals are 
no great shakes when they attempt 
to warble the ditty. Their tap-terp- 
ing is o.k. and their costumes eye- 
filling. 

As the girls form the background, 
Skate-O-Maniacs, acro roller- 
skating pair, copped plenty of palm- 
pounding with their dizzy twirling. 
The Bob Fuller warbling sextet, 
with one gal and the rest lads, are 
next. Attired in cow-country garb, 
they sock over ‘Home on the Range,’ 
a medley of other western 
‘Oregon Trail,’ ‘C'! Man River,’ and 
a medley of coll-v¢ tunes. It would 
have been advisavle to have substi- 
tuted songs of the two local colleges 
for some not so well known. Bari- 
tone in the mob has particularly fine 
pipes, and while the songs are 
ladied out in rapid-fire fashion by 
all, he’s standout. 





among the customers, does imitations 
of F.D.R., Wendell Willkie and John 


|L. Lewis, tosses a dummy out into! 


the seats and all in all, gives the 
payees plenty of entertainment. 
Next are the McKennas, brother 
and sister, and what Rice has left 
undone they supply with gusto. As 


Miss Rand does her usual fan- 
waving and toying with a huge, in- 
flated rubber bubble. Before she 
appears, line does a bal'et routine. 
Miss Rand wears a_ shimmering 
white evening gown for the first part 
of the fan routine, but just before 








multiplicity of props employed by | 


the close of this she edges to the side 
of the apron where the dress is 
snatched off and she does the rest 
practically in the nude, soft lighting 
enhancing the turn. G-string is not 
easily discernible. In bubble rou- 
tine she wears a short skirt but dis- 
cards this as she finishes the stint. 
Sahu. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 14. 
Parker & Porthole, Co'emen Clerk, 
Sunny Rice, Sharkey the Seal, Gae 
| Foster Roxyette (house line) (16), 
| Joe Lombardi House Orch; ‘Our 
| Wife’ (Col). 





Harry Anger, Earle manager and 
| producer of its stage shows. has cor- 
raled some out-of-the-ordinary acts 
|for this one. ‘Result is a revue that 
|; would entertain on novelty value 
| alone if for no other reason. 
| WVaude doesn’t boast many table- 
tennis wizards like Coleman Cl«rk, 
many trained seals like Sharkey or 
i ventriloquist turns like Parker and 
| Porthole. Their presence on one bill 
|lends a bright freshness. 
; Parker and Porthole act is prob- 
ably most novel. In next-to-closing 
| spot, this is, at the outset, an ordi- 
nary ventriloquist session, until 
Parker goes into the audience, leav- 
ing Porthole on stage still ‘talking.’ 
Routine consists of dummy’s identi- 
fication of objects taken from mem- 
bers of audience. With customers 
never being enlightened that dummy 
is operated from backstage by micro- 
phone and remote control. even 
though they may guess, the turn is 
a solid click. 

Clark is featured in the mid-show 
spot, assisted by a young lad who| 


Rice | 


ditties, | 


to provide contrast as ‘drum major’ 
for Roxyette (house line) stilt num- 
ber in finale. This is the familiar 
Gae Foster routine, but something of 
a sensation as always. Roxyettes 
open, too, with Spanish -shawl 
routine. ; 
Biz good Friday matinee. Mae, 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 14. 
Morey Amsterdam, Monroe Broth- 
ers, Prince and Princess Selandia, 
Lester Harding, Hank Sieman, Patsy 
Downer, Herb Six House Orch; ‘Very 
Young Lady’ (20th). 











Regular vaude is the policy for the 
week, with four standard acts and 
the house band making up one of the 
better combos. Comedy is the best 
stock of the show, with over half of 
the 50 minutes devoted to it. Film is 
drawing the juve trade and sets up 
good audience reception for the fun- 
making, the Friday night (12) crowd 
giving the cast plenty of stimulus. 
| There are some light spots in the 
show, such as the ‘Shortnin’ Bread’ 
of little Patsy Downer, amateur win- 
|ner; the delivery of Hank Sieman’s 
|dummy talk, and some of the work 
'of Prince and Princess Selandia 
|'terpers. But there is also some good 
‘fun with the Monroe Brothers and 
| Morey Amsterdam. 


Opening by the Herb Six house 
| band is on a medley of college tunes 
|in step with the season, and the 
| Selandias, Scandinavian dance team, 
|follow. Their work is only average 
until cosing when they sport a Scan- 
| dinavian-flavored tap that’s a bit 
| different. In his ventriloquism Sie- 
|/man sports better material through 
his dummy, Archie, than his falsetto 
delivery is ecual to, thus coming off 
with a draw. Rest of the show is 
comedy except for m. c. Lester 
Harding’s vocals of ‘More Than You 
| Know’ and ‘You're My Everything.’ 





fun of one brother and the accom- 





| Next to closing, the clowning 

Rice does a lot of whacky stunts|;tramnvoline turn of the Monroe 
that won audience applause. He! Prothers and Joe Cookish props give 
fakes tromboning, has a_ stooge a big inning to broad comedy. Silly | 


| plished stunting of the other are a/| 


solidly. Amsterdam, with a quarter- 
hour of gag-reciting, closes with a 


more sophisticated, cleverly arranged | delivery of 
| Band’ 
cello and bow to/| Davis, plus a comedy dance by letter, 
break into his monolog, but Amster- | also help. 


routine 
tal, 


Delivery is almost elemen- 
with orly a 


the gal warbles, ‘Can’t Give Any-| : 

thine But Love’ the mole knocks 44m, after several years of radio and 
- : : “anak rea.| screen writing. has the 

— pn tgdl oar d or a ngetbte na patter that clicks. Closes strongly. 

a costume change, McKenna does| a eer an Quin. 

one of the niftiest drunk acts seen | 

in this house. Team's burlesk of a} EMBASSY N. Y 

pair of adagio dancers also won the | ’ , 

mob. (NEWSREELS) 





rently, due purely to the f.ct- that 
| Cefense news has been sparse during 
| the past few weeks. There's plenty 
| happening, without a doubt, but the 
|reels have already covered it in 
| every conceivable fashicn. Start of 
big-time army maneuvers in the 
south this week will provide some- 
thing of a shot in the arm. 

| Topper is President Roosevelt's 
| speech of Thursday (11) night and 
the show at the Embassy Newsreel, 
N. Y., for instance, gives it a full 
| five minutes, using Paramount’s cov- 
| erate, 

| Embassy program also runs heavy 


| 
] 


on the old s.a. There are at least 
four separate bathing beauty se- 
quences—-which ain’t bad, either. 


Silly season for the reels is plenty in 
evidence from all angles, too, as they 
reach for the licthter side. 

Par’s pix on the President’s ‘We’ll 
shoot first’ warning to Germany are 
exceptionally clear, but strangely 
marred by flecky printing, like a 20- 
year-old Chaplin reissue, They are 
also jumpy, as though the lenser 
used a hand-held camera. Serve to 
show, however, what the recent cares 
of state, combined with the death 
of his mother, have done to F.D.R. 
His face is deeply lined, the circles 
under the eyes longer than usual, 
etc. Incidentaily, Fox does a nice 


job with an ‘In Memoriam’ from the | 


library on the President’s mother. 
What should be the piece-de-extra 
of the defense footage is disappoint- 
ing in compsrison to the newspaper 
stories of the event. That's the 
firing of the combined 16-inch bat- 
teries of the new U. S. S. North 
| Carolina. Fails to impress partially 
because the full sound of the terrific 
explosion is not heard—and that’s 
| the most soul-quaking feature of the 
| firing of big guns. Tremendous pow- 
er flashes without the noise mean 
little. Metro and Par provide the 
clips, although most of the camera 
| work appears bad enough to have 
| been the work of official Navy pho- 
| togs. 
New ships being launched (Par), 





apparently can ping and pong in the| War games (Pathe, Universal and 
same league. Act is well-staged for' Metro) plus making and testing of 
best effect, series of various trick| plane armor (Par) complete the do- 
shots for laugh being built into an| mestic military picture. There’s a 
exciting match which proves to on- | paucity from abroad, too, with only 
lookers it can be a strenuous game | some shots of German prisoners in 
calling for considerable skill. Australia and American sailors in 
Sbarkev does the sue! trained seal| the same place (both Fox) to fill 
tricks, more sensational because a | out. 
seal can do them than because it can; Soldiers appear in a couple of the 
do them well. Sharkey’s variation | other clips (both Universal) but they 
is that the musical number is done, | are only props for displays of femme 
not with horns, but with bells. | bathing suit pulchritude. Bebe Dan- 
Sunny Rice, though more conven-/|iels makes a good impression with 
tional, clicks solidly with fast taps.| anecdota on her arrival from Eu- 
She’s on solo early, returning, since | rope with hubby P-~ Lyon, as pic- 
i she’s in the small and cute category,’ tured by Par. Herb. 





Newsreels aren't very potent cur- | 


listenable | balances, 





i nobodv’s 


STRAND, B’KLYN _ 


Tony Pastor Orch (15) with 
Eugenie Baird, Johnny McAfee, 
Johnny Morris; Nan Rae & Maude 
Davis, Ray & Arthur, Harvest Moon 
Ball Dancers; ‘Sweetheart of the 
Campus’ (Col). 








Strand is still clicking with its 
split-week vaude and single film 
policy. Tony Pastor orch and Nan 
Rae-Maude Davis are maintaining 
the pace set by the season’s opening 
two bills. Layout played to a full 
house when caught (Friday, last 
show). 


Running about 50 minutes, show 
is satisfying except for a lull here 
and there. Pastor starts out with a 
rather dull, unbilled instrumental, 
but proves the click of the bill later 
with his multiversed version of Cole 
Porter’s ‘Let’s Do It,’ an arrange- 
ment that is largely responsible for 
his success of the past six months. 
This crowd exhausted the leader's 
supply of lyrics to the tune, some of 
which were a bit blue for ordinary 
circumstances, but right up the alley 
of the zestful Strand patronage. 

On the road since leaving the Lin- 
coln hotel, New York, last spring, 
Pastor’s crew of five sax (including 


his tenor), three trumpets, three 
trombones and usual four rhythm 
fives evidence of a need for re- 


hearsals, but nevertheless is a click 
here. Following the opening tune, 
it pops up with a short instrumental 
of ‘Beguine,’ then cues Eugenie 
Baird into ‘Man I Love.’ She's cute 
and sings well. Johnny McAfee 
completes the medley on ‘Don't Wert 
to Set World On Fire. Near te 
finish Johnny Morris takes an over- 
done drum break on ‘Parediddle 
Joe,’ but it sold heavily to this mob. 

Pastor introduces his younger 
brother, Stubby, at one point, ex- 
plaining he’s just out of school. Kid 
plays trumvet, not big-league yet, 
but he has learned to sell it. Audi- 
ence went for his work enthusiasti- 
cally. 

Nan Rae and Maude Davis, latter 
coming on from the audience as ‘Vrs. 
Stanislaus Waterfall,’ are still doing 
their hefty comedy turn. Pair of- 


good coupling, and the act registered | fer bright repartee, with Miss Ree 


foiling for gags that drew reveated 
waves of bellv-laughs. Double-talk 
‘Alexander's Ragtime 
and ‘Tisket-Tasket’ by Miss 


Ray and Arthur. hand-to-hand 
replaced The Arnolds on 
first day (latter went out when one 
sustained a badly cut chin during a 
stunt). Replacements, working up 
front as oneners, get off a nice series 
of tough muscle work, but unhappilv 
make their stuff look too easv ard 
thus don’t incur as much apprecia- 
tion as thev could 

Harvest Moon Ball winners who 
completed a two-week stay at the 
State theatre, N. Y.. last week with 
Fd Sullivan, columnist of the N. Y. 
Daily News, closed the show. They 
were a click. Wood. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburah, Sevt. 12. 
Pinky Tomlin Orch (13), John 
Boles, Geraldine & Joe, Roy Davis, 
Lime Trio, Kay Little, Danny Rich- 
ards, Max Adkins Orch (16); ‘Law 


| of the Tropics’ (WB). 


a case of bad booking. but 
really to hlame. Jimmy 


Just 


| Dorsey’s outfit was skedded for this 
| date, but he had to be® off for a film 


i chore 





in Par’s ‘The Fleet’s In.’ and 
WB deluxer had to get something in 
a hurry. Pinky Tomlin- John Boles 
combo was the result. Not bad 
enouch having a sinving star and a 
singing bandleader, but Tomlin also 
has a counle of vocalists with him. 
Femme in act of Geraldine and Joe 
gets in one song between acrobatic 
numbers, and Roy Davis’ pantomime 
to phonograph records is strictly on 
the canary side. Only Lime Trio— 
thank goodness—keep their movths 


| shut. 





Of course, that was ovening show 
today (12). By evening the warbling 
marathon should have taken at least 
a 50% cut. imperative not only for 
the show, but also in the interests of 
economy. Running time of getaway 
performance, close to 80 minutes, 
would have shuttered house around 
2 in the morning. Whole thing was 
particularly tough on Boles. When 
he finally got on as the closing act, 
mob was so tired of hearing pops 
that Boles could have done the sex- 
tet from Lucia all by himself, and 
at the same time juggled Indian 
clubs and knocked off a time step, 
but he still would have registered 
only half his capacity. It was just a 
case of much too much, and routine 
wnich had Tomlin doing what sound- 
ed like a closing musical number 
right before Boles’ entrance, didn‘ 
help matters any. Flock of ’em were 
walking before screen star got on. 

Lineup is particularly unfortunate, 
since, in the proper pattern, every 
turn on the bill would be a sock. 
Tomlin’s band is more than just pass- 
able, but it’s really the leader him- 
self who pegs it for attention. That 
shy-hick personality is a pushover 
for any four-bit audience, and he 
slaps over five tunes with sharp- 
shooting accuracy. Gives out firs’ 
with ‘Boogly Woogly Piggy.’ then 2 

(Continued on page 61) 
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Boston Broker Charges Shuberts’ Agcy. 


With Discrimination; Jolson Also Beefs 





Boston, Sept. 16. 

As a result of alleged discrimina- 
the Tyson ticket agency 
here by the Shuberts and the Her- 
rick ticket agency, the new Massa- 
chusetts law prohibiting theatre op- 
erators from having financial inter- 
ests in ticket brokerage outfits may 
be tested soon. Frank B. Foster, 
veteran broker, operating Tyson, has 
filed a bill in Superior Court alleging 
discrimination and charging that the 
Shuberts and Herrick’s are violating 
the state law which became effective 
last month. 


tion against 


Foster complained that he was not 


getting his locations, that his direct 
line to the Shubert switch- 


phone 
hed been disconnected, and 


board 


thet he was not permitted to adver- | 


tise in Shubert theatre programs. As 
a result of legal complaint, an 
inivnetion has been against 
Shubert and Herricks, and Foster is 
now obtaining most of his locations, 
his phone connection, and the pro- 
gram is open to him for ad¥Vertising. 
The test case has not yet been called 
for trial. 

Meanwhile, Al Jolson has had his 
own troubles with the local ticket 
situation since bringing in ‘Hold On 
to Your Hats.’ Jolson has been pla- 
cated, but not before he threatened 
to take the show off the Shubert 
boards here. Not only was the actor- 
producer disturbed about playing to 
empty seats because too many tickets 
were held too late by the Herrick 
avency. but he also blew up when he 
was told thet he could not buy four 
ticke‘s for a personal party at the 
boxeffice. Jolson. at one perform- 
ace. told the house that seats could 
now ained at the b.o., and he 
reveated this reference when he 
plavel a Sunday benefit at the Bos- 


his 
issued 


be ob 


ton Garden. A hurried. conference 
here between Jolson and Shubert 
reps who rushed up from N. Y. 


cooled off his peeve, and more tick- | 
ets became available (particularly in | 
the baicony) at the Shubert box of- | 


fice. Star asserted that because tick- 
ets were not available for direct sale 
first week’s gross of ‘Hats’ had been 
nicked about $2,000. 


PITT THEATRE SNAG 
ON ‘FATHER’ DATE 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 





It's beginning to look as if the 
Louis Calnern-Dorothy Gish com- 
pany of ‘Life With Father’ may pos- 
Sibly have to find a new home in 
Piitsburgh this winter. Show had 
been booked into Senator theatre 


here for four weeks beginning Nov. 


3, but that contract was signed by 
Harris Amus. Co., operator of the 
Senator, when it was believed that 


Alvin, ace Harris house here, would 
be ready to reopen. 

When roof caved in on Alvin al- 
most a year ago, Harris outfit 
switched all its first-run product to 
Senator, subsequently okaying 
‘Father’ for its Senator after laying 
plens to have Alvin rebuilt and 
ready by Oct. 1. But Alvin is ex- 


periencing plenty of difficulty being | 


reconstructed due to inability to get 


steel shipments on account of de-| 
fense priorities. As a result, ‘Father’ 
deal has been reduced to two weeks, 
v now set back to Nov. 17, 
Ww! It-rrises hope Alvin will be 
ready. In case it isn’t, and With film 
product piling up and Senator only 
house they heve to play it. it’s not at 
a'l inconceivable that legit play will 
h » to be passed up altogethe1 

If. however, ‘Father’ does come in 
Nov. 17, itll have against it, 
strangely enough, for a fortnight at 
Nixon. UBO booked, another show 
in which Russel Crouse and Howard 
Lindsay, co-authors and part back- | 
ers of ‘Father,’ are heavily’ inter- 


ested—‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 





Engagements 





Cornelia Otis Skinner, Arthur 


Margetson, Viola Roache, Frederick | 


Bradlee, John Moore, Helen Flint. 
Frances Compton, J. Colvil Dunn, 
Jane Gordon, Leon Shaw, ‘Theatre.’ 

Gladys George, Ben Smith, Lee 

uker, Leonard Penn, Gertrude 
Fiynn, Merle Maddern, Len Doyle, 
Morgan Farley, Louise’ Stanley, 
Robert Vivian, Burke Clarke, Larry 
Hugo, Gilbert Morgan, ‘The Distant 
City.’ 





+ 


N C. Strawhat Preps 


For Balto Fall Season 





Hendersonville, N. C., Sept. 16. 
Concluding a very successful 10- 
| week season here as a strawhat. the 
Theatre of the Fifteen vacations un- 
itil Oct. 20. when it opens a f-"! 
stanza of the same duration at the 
Three Arts Theatre, Baltimore. Will 
play there until Christmas, with re- 
| Vivals and a couple of planned new 
| plays. 
| Outfit, along the lines of the Group 
Theatre, is a company of 15 people, 
|incorporated. Includes players, di- 
rector, and scenic designer. Formed 
two years ago, it is now under the 
svonsorship of Charmine Lantaff 
Camine. For last two winter sea- 
sons it has played in a small theatre 
at Coral Gables, Fla. Coming win- 
‘ter it may move into the new Gant 
Gaither house, Miami Beach. 


MGRS. TIGHTEN 








Managers’ League of New York 
Theatres made a contemplated move 
that will tighten the organization 
and make more effective the conduct 
lof its business. It was accomplished 
iby changing the constitution and 
| bylaws. Two classes of membership 
have been established, one to have 
voting privileges, the other being 
continuing membership without the 
right to vote. Any new producer 
will be eligible to join the League 
regardless of the new set-up. 

Hereafter managers who have not 
produced for two consecutive years 
will be in the ‘will call’ department 
|—without voting privileges and will 
| probably not be invited to attend 
|meetings. Board, however, has dis- 
| cretionary power in classifying man- 
agers of recognized position in show 
business and they will have the same 
standing as those who are active, 
regardless of the length of time be- 
tween productions. 

As the establishing of two classes 
|of membership will reduce the vot- 
ing membership considerably, it was 
lalso decided to lower the quorum 
‘minimum. If nine are present it 
ishall constitute a quorum, 14 being 
ithe previous requirement. Expected 
that the League will function more 
promptly hereafier. 

' On the agenda are several 
agreements tc be entered into, 
tension of the basic pact 

Equity being rated the most 
portant. 


‘MILW. LOOKS TO BEST 
‘LEGIT SEASON IN YEAR 





| 
| 


union 
ex- 
with 
im- 








| Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

|} With 12 shows already tentatively 
set for the coming season, the Ly- 
| ceum is in a better position as far 
as bookings are concerned than at 
any time in recent years, according 
to manager Leo Murray. 


| Penciled in are ‘Meet the People,’ | 


Oct. 19-20; Jooss ballet, Oct. 24-25; 
Katharine Cornell in ‘Doctor’s 
lemma,’ Nov. 14-15; Ed. Wynn 
‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Nov. 20-22; 
Veloz and Yolanda, Nov. 27-28; Al 
Jolson in ‘Hold On 
Dec. 7-10; ‘My Sister Eileen,’ Dec. 
| 16-17; Lunt and Fontanne in ‘There 
Shall Be No Night,’ Dec. 31-Jan. 1: 
| ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Jan. 21-24: 
‘Life With Father,’ Feb. 16-21: Ethel 
Barrymore in ‘Corn Is Green,’ March 
19-21, and Maurice Evans in ‘Mac- 
beth,” April 2-4. Additional attrac- 
tions are anticipated, Murray says. 





Besser Into ‘Crazy Show’ 
Joe Besser is going into the Shu- 
bert-Olsen & Johnson ‘Crazy Show’ 
as a featured comic. 
It’s the first legit break for the 
standard vaude comedian. 





Jerome Weidman has turned over 
his first play, ‘All These Years,’ to 
his agent, Irvin Marks, for produc- 
tion. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Blithe Spirit’—John J. Wil- 
son, Noel Coward, Lunts. 
‘High Kickers’—George Jessel. 
‘Viva O’Brien’—Hickey, Hale, 
Robinson. 


‘Let’s Face It’—Vinton Freed- 
ley. 

‘Anne of England’ — Gilbert 
Miller. 

‘All Men Are  Alike’—Lee 
Ephriam. 

‘Ah Wilderness’ (revival)— 
Theatre Guild. 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ (road)— 


B. G. De Sylva. 
‘Blossom Time’ 
berts. 
‘Student Prince’ (road)—Shu- 


(road )—Shu- 





THEIR LEAGUE 


berts. 


Cornell Big 236 
In Philly; Walnut 
St. to Shuberts 


Philadelphia, Sept. 16. 
Official verification of the addition 
of the famous old Walnut Street 
theatre, opened last season inde- 
pendently by Oscar Serlin for ‘Life 
With Father,’ to the Shubert-UBO 
chain was made last week, just about 
ten days after inside reports of deal. 
First booking will be ‘Separate 

Rooms,” which will open Sept. 29. 
Forrest offered the first musical 
show of the season last night (Mon- 
day), when George Abbott’s ‘Best 
Foot Forward’ started two-week stay. 
Also last evening. the Locust lighted 
for 1941-42 with ‘Johnny Belinda,’ 














also listed for a fortnight. 


Lady,’ $28,000, Again Leads Bway: 
‘Wookey; 106 In 


5 Shows, Looks OK 





‘Keep Covered,’ $2,500, 
Quick Brodie in Balto 


Baltimore, Sept. 16. 


Michael Wallach-Pat C. Flick’s 
‘Keep Covered,’ produced by Morris 
Sarnoff at Ford's took a terrific lam- 
basting from the crix and attracted 
little action. Wound up with less 
than estimated $2,500 and called it 
quits here. 

At the indie booked Maryland, the 
29th Division’s ‘Snap It Up Again,’ 
military revue, played to the public 
at $2.50 top and built in rosy style 
for four shows to the weekend. Per- 
formed for a strictly soldier audience 
Monday night (15) and resumed to 
civilian patronage the next two 
nights. Then goes to Richmond and 
Washington. 

Current this week at Ford’s is Ed 
Wynn's ‘Boys and Girls,’ in to a 
pleasinB advance sale at $3.30 top. 


JOLSON $22,000 
IN 2d HUB WK. 


Boston, Sept. 16. 
Al Jolson’s second week here with 
‘Hold On to Your Hats’ eclipsed his 
first week, with indications the three- 
frame run would be profitable. Mu- 
sical’s opening week gross was un- 
derestimated, hitting over $22,000. 














‘Mr. Big,’ new farce-comedy got 


Season's first offering, Katharine| divided press here and will stay for 


tor’s Dilemma’ crashed off on 


| Cornell's revival of Shaw’s ‘The Doc-/ three imstead of two stanzas for re- 
the | 


visions. ‘Candle in the Wind,’ star- 


right foot with a rousing estimated | ring Helen Hayes, and ‘Native Son,’ 


$23,000 for its single week’s stay at| starring Canada 


Lee, bcth opened 


the Forrest last week. Protongation | here Monday (15). 


of Jersey resort season kept a lot of} 


potential playgoers out of town, but 


| crix raved and star’s name spelled} (2d wk) (1,590; $3.30). 


plenty of magic even this early. 





Golden’s ‘Claudia’ Gives 


Chicago Two Shows; 
‘Eileen’ Great $12,000 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 
Yesterday (Monday) the loop 
legit crop jumped 100%, hopping 








Di- | 


in | 


to Your Hat,’ | 


|from a single entry to a roster of 
| two shows with the arrival of 
| ‘Claudia’ in the Selwyn to supple- 
| ment the long-run ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
|at the next-door Harris. 

John Golden starts the season off 
| excellently from all indications, his 





| National. 
| ing on sultry Monday (8) night, and, 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
Building on 
strength of word of mouth and press 
followup. Second week just over 

22.000. One more week. 

‘Mr. Big,’ Plymouth (Ist wk) (1,- 
480; $2.75)—Came in like a lamb, 
and George Kaufman now working 
hard to give it a lion’s roar for 


| Broadway. First week around $9,000. 
| Two more weeks. 


Wynn, $20,000, First 
Click of Season In Wash. 


Washington, Sept. 16. 
Cooler weather finally arrived, in 


'time to allow Ed Wynn's ‘Boys and 
|Girls Together’ to become town’s | 
first legit hit of new season at the 


Built all week after open- 


| ‘Claudia’ being backed as the first scaled at $3.30 top, finally hit ap- 
a : aang | proximately $20,000 for eight per- 
|of the American Theatre Society | formances 

| subscription shows. In October,{ Current is ‘Separate Roomnis’ at 
Golden brings in ‘Theatre’ as the 


second ATS subscription show. 
‘Eileen’ will call it a day Sept. 27 

| after a run of nearly eight months, 

}and goes on tour. 

Had a big session in its 30th week 

here, coming up with fine $12,000 in 

1,200-seat Harris at $2.75 top. 


TRENTON HAS HEAVIER 
| SCHEDULE THAN USUAL 


| 
| 
} 








Trenton, Sept. 16. 
time 


For the first a decade 
Trenton i¥ getting a hefty schedule 
of legit attractions for 1941-42. For 
the past few years legit enthusiasts 
here have been obliged to whet their 
| appetites 


in 
' 


at Princeton tryouts and 

New Hope’s (Pa.) summer sked. 
Season of one-night stands gets in 

swing Oct. 1 with Percy Waram and 


Margalo Gillmore in ‘Life With 
Father.’ ‘Student Prince’ follows 
Oct. 22. On Christmas night Ethel 


Barrymore will appear in* ‘Corn Is 


Green.’ Ruth Draper is booked for 
Jan. 10; ‘Hellzapoppin,’ March 10; 
‘Ballet Russe,’ March 18, and Ed 


Wynn in ‘Boys and Girls Together,’ 
April 8. Tentatively set are ‘Time 
of Your Life,’ ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
(road company), ‘Separate Rooms’ 
and ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma.® 
Attractions are booked into the 
2,500-seater War Memorial Building 
and are sponsored by the Trenton 
Civile and ‘Community Concerts 
Ass’n, managed by B. F. Kutcher. 





Ray Kavanaugh appointed musi- 
cal director for ‘Viva O’Brien.’ 





| $2.20 top. 


Abbott’s ‘Forward’ Preem 


Fine $10,300 in N. Haven) 


New Haven, Sept. 16. 

Shubert, under new management 
of Yorkhaven Enterprises, registered 
nice boxoffice bounty on season’s 
opener, preem of George Abbott's 
musical ‘Best Foot Forward.’ In 
four performances (11-13), at $3.30 
top, show got approximate $10,300, 
an early season sockeroo, 

House has set heaviest Sept.-Oct. 
schedule in several seasons. Cur- 
rently is ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ for 
three days (15-17). ‘Thursday (18- 
20) brings preem of Gladys George 
in ‘Distant City.’ Ballet Russe stops 
over for one performance Monday 
(22), followed by Jolson’s ‘Hold On 
to Your Hats’ for Jast half (25-27). 
October bookings include Katharine 
Cornell in ‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ (2-4) 
and the break-in of Noel Coward’s 
‘Blithe Spirit.’ 


‘Animal’ 86 in S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 16. 
Henry Duffy’s version of ‘The 
Male Animal,’ at the Alcazar here, 
with Otto Kruger, Ruth Matteson 
and Robert Scott topping, got esti- 
mated big $8,000 on its first week. 
First Frisco presentation is a per- 
sonal triumph for Kruger as well as 
an overall click. 





Fred Thompson, Dawn Powell 
(book), Vernon Duke and John La- 
touche (songs), dances by George 
Balanchine and Chick Milling, are 
the credits behind ‘The Lady Comes 
Across,’ forthcoming musical to star 
Jessie Matthews, just arrived from 
London. Charles R. Rogers is angel- 
ing Georgie Hale with an eye to ul- 
timate filmization. 














staging here of an operetta. 








First indicated success of season is 
‘The Wookey.’ ‘Lady in the Dark’ 
again assumed leadership of Broad. 
way. Business fairly good except 
Thursday (11), when most people 
listened to President Roosevelt's 
‘shoot rattlesnakes of the Atlantic on 
sight’ speech. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama) 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). : 


‘Claudia,’ Booth (31st week) (CD. 
712; $3.30). Chicago company opened 
Monday (15); original outfit is stil] 
drawing profitably and was quoted 
around $12,000 last week. 


‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Morosco 
(C-939; $3.30). Presented by Brock 
Pemberton; written by Parker W. 
Fennelly; first called ‘Two Story 
House’; opened last night (Tuesday), 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ *. Winter Garden 
(156th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Not 
expected to tour until later in sea- 
son and may move when ‘Crazy 
House’ is ready; playing twice Sun- 
day; three matinees; estimated around 
$23,000; great for long-run revue. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (2d re- 
peat engagement) (9th week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Went off considerable 
from front running pace during La- 
bor Day week, but with quoted $25,- 
300 last week it is in the runner-up 
position on hist. 

‘Lady in the: Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (23d week) (M-1,375; $4.40), 
Right back at top of the list again; 
takings went to more than $28,000, 
near capacity level. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (96th 
week) (CD-990; $3.30). Varies some- 
what from week to week, but always 
on the profit side; yow looking to an- 
other full season; $13,400 quoted; 
Howard Lindsay and Dorothy Stick- 
ney back in cast. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (38th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Slightly up 
last week when the gross was around 
$11,000; appears to have good chance 


| to play through fall period 


‘Pal Joey,’ Shubert (resumed) 
(36th week) (M-1,372; $3.30) Not 
as strong as expected; just about fair 
at the scale, with takings estimated 
around $13,000; soon goes to road. 


‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (46th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Business 
stands up rather strongly, though un- 
der last season's high levels; rated 
around $23,000. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Royale (42d 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Continues 
profitably, but to comparatively mod- 
erate grosses; up $1,700 last week 
and bettered $10,500. 

‘The More the Merrier,’ Cort (C- 
1,064; $3.30). Presented by Otto L. 
Preminger and Norman Pincus; 
written by Frank Gabrielson and 
Irving Pincus; first called ‘The Great 


| Whitewash’; opened Monday (15); 
mixed notices. 

‘The Wookey, Plymouth (ist 
week) (D-1,075; $3.30). Indicated to 
have very good chance; well over 


$10,000 first five times and figured to 
top $17,000 this week; got $2,600 
Saturday night. 

‘Village Green,’ Henry Miller (2d 
week) (CD-940; $3.30). After fairly 
good press business expected to be 
better; first full week was over an 
estimated $5,000; may pick up. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(24th week) (D-1,214; $3.30). One of 
the holdovers expected to be in the 
running through fall period; some- 
what better last week, when gross 
was around $16,000. 


‘MAMBA,’ $9,200, ‘JOY,’ 
$6,800, OKAY IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept 
‘Mamba’s Daughter,” starring 





16 
Ethel 


| Waters, opened strong at the Bilt- 
imore with acclaim 
| pull estimated $9,200 on the week. 


notices and will 


Duke Ellington’s ‘Jump fo! Joy’ 
inched over the nut for approximate- 
ly fair $6,800 in its 10th week at 


Mayan. 

‘Rose Marie’ opened a week's run 
at Hollywood Bowl, first al fresco 
‘Fun for 
the Money’ closes at Hollywood 
Playhouse after two unprofitable 
weeks. El Capitan, dark since ‘Vine- 
gar Tree,’ will reopen Friday (19) 
with ‘Man Who Came to Dinner, 
featuring Laird Cregar. 


‘People’ 15G in Det. 


Detroit, Sept. 16. 

Improving briskly ,ovey its firs 
week, ‘Meet the People’ climbed up 
to an approximate $15,000 at the Cass 
here in the second week of its sched- 
uled month. 

Opening the regular fall season 
here the revue chalked up a sizable 
improvement over the _ starting 
week’s gross of $12,000, helped by 8 
special $2,500 matinee staged for the 
Ford dealers convention. 
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New Measure Taxes Passes For 


All Types 


+ 
of 


of Amusements 








Beginning Oct. 1 there will be no 
tax free admission to any type of 
show, that being a provision in the 
new federal tax measure. Tax must 
be paid on all passes, same as during 





the aftermath of World War I. Bene- | 
fit performances for charitable or 


religious aid are likewise taxable, 
that of course including Actors Fund 
and Stage Relief shows. Passes for 
shows priced at $3.30 call for 60c tax 

r, and the tax on $4.40 show ducats 
will be 80c per. 

Only exemptions noted in the bill 
are men in_ service and in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in uni- 
form, also city officials when present 
on official business. It is expected, 
however, that free tickets for critics 
and press will also be exempted; also 
a certain amount of leeway when 
free admissions are distributed for 
exploitation purposes. Exemption of 
men in the services was made after 
the New York committee on enter- 
tainment and recreation, headed by 
Mrs. Julius Ochs Adler and John 
Golden, protested against taxing men 
in uniform. 

Regulations have called for tax on 
free admissions right along, but legit 
was made an exception. Shows with 
sustained stories were exempted, that 
being provided for in the N.R.A. act 
at the instance of William A. Brady. 
When the N.R.A. passed out, the legit 
exemption was retained in the Inter- 
nal Revenue Department regulations. 
It was an erratic rule anyhow, be- 
cause no tax applied to passes for 
straight plays or musical comedies, 
but was collectable for revues. | 

Legit Theatre Delegation 

Recent visit to Washington of legit | 
theatre people who succeeded in| 
knocking out the proposed 50% in-| 
crease on theatre admissions, with! 
Senator Robert M. La Follette their | 
principal proponent, proceeded along | 
lines suggested by Brady who did not | 
make the trip. Theatre delegation in- | 
cluded actor-manager Eddie Dowl- 
ing, known to be on cordial terms | 
with President Roosevelt. Brock | 


Pemberton was also in the capital | 
and helped his fellow showman’s| 
mission. 

Personnel of the delegation: 
Herman Shumlin, James R. Reilly, | 
Milton R. Weinberger, League of} 
New York Theatres; George Middle- | 
ton, Dramatists Guild; James F. 
Brennan (IATSE), John F. Casey, |! 
Solly Pernick and Robert Amstett, | 
Local No. 1, IATSE; Robert Sterne, | 
musicians union; Thomas Murtha, | 
Central Trades Union; Wood McLean, 
George Williams, James Balfour, | 
scenic artists; Morrie Season, treas- | 
urers union; Louis F. Werba, man- | 
agers and agents union. | 

| 
| 
1 





SHUBERTS STALL TEEOFF 
OF LAFAYETTE IN DET. 


] 
Detroit, Sept. 16. | 
Scheduled opening of the Lafayette 
theatre here by the Shuberts on | 
Sept. 15, which would have given 
this town two legit houses for the} 
Start of the fall season, has been | 
Postponed due to the continuation | 
of ‘My Sister Eileen’s’ run in Chi- | 
cago. Evidence now is that the | 
newly renovated house won’t bow 
in until after the play moves on to 
its Milwaukee date on Sept. 29. 
Because of ill-starred Shubert | 
venture here last fall, care is being | 
shown in getting the second house 
here underway with sound material. 
Cass, which opened its fall season 
On Sept. 1, meanwhile is moving to | 
four weeks with ‘Meet the People,’ 
after getting a strong summer's run | 
of 12 weeks with ‘Life With Father.’ 


U. of Minn. Ams Preem 


Saroyan’s ‘Jim Dandy’ 


Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 

., William Saroyan’s newest play, 
Jim Dandy,’ will have its world 
Premiere here Oct. 16 at the hands 
of the U. of Minnesota theatre, com- 
Prising student actors. It has been 
released by the playwright to the 
National Theatre conference, of 
Which the University Theatre is a. 
a” and its production here will | 

cede its Broadwaj i in | 
the fall, y opening in 
Play's action transpires in a pub- | 
. library and one of the chief 
Characters is a man with one foot in 
° grave, symbolized by a miniature 
Casket he wears on one foot. 





‘sume his studio activities. He was 


'of Your Life’ and ‘Joey.’ 


| around $40,000, or more. 


Selwyn Back to L. A. 


Having produced ‘The Wookey’ for 
Metro, Edgar Selwyn, former Broad- 
way manager, will leave for Holly- 
wood late this week, there to re- 





given 10 weeks to rehearse and 
present the play on Broadway, 
‘Wookey’ having opened last 
Wednesday (10) at the Plymouth, 
N.Y. 

He is slated for further legit as- 
signments this season, but Metro 
may wholly present another play, 
probably dependent upon the draw 
of ‘Wookey.’ Robert Sinclair, who 
also came on from the Coast to di- 
rect ‘Wookey,’ is also due to return 
there. 


Pitt to See Gene Kelly 
As Pro for Ist Time, 
But in Vaude, Not Legit 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 

Gene Kelly’s first appearance as a 
pro in his home town will be at the 
Stanley, WB deluxer, some time 
after first of year. Although a 
Broadway star (in ‘Pal Joey’), Kelly 
has never appeared here on the 
Stage, except in a couple of Univer- 
Sity of Pittsburgh Cap and Gown 
shows and a community theatre re- 
vue at Playhouse. Went from latter 
to New York as a specialty dancer 
in ‘Leave It to Me,’ thence into ‘Time 








When ‘Life’ played here last fall, 
Kelly had already dropped out of | 


cast in favor of his brother. Fred | they would work more effectively 


Kelly. Upon learning that dancer 
wouldn't be with ‘Joey’ when it plays 
Nixon next month, Harry Kalmine, 
WB zone manager here, got in touch 
with him, trying to line up a week at 
Stanley before Kelly departs for 
Hollywood to make his first picture. 
Pittsburgh lad replied he was tied 
un staging dances for ‘Best Foot | 
Forward,’ and inasmuch as he was 
due on the Coast Nov. 1, couldn’t 
make the date in meantime but 
would be definitely Interested upon 
finishing picture around Jan. 1 

Kelly has inked a David O. Selz- 
nick deal and will be featured in 
next Alfred Hitchcock film for Selz- 
nick. After that he expects to co- 
star with his brother, Fred, on 
Broadway in William Saroyan’s 
‘Sweeney in the Trees.’ 


‘COVERED’ SEASON’S 1ST 
FLOP; $40,000 IN RED 


Morris Sarnoff, one of the sea- 
son’s new managers, is a person of 
quick decisions. He took one look 
at ‘Keep Covered’ when it opened 
in Baltimore last week and ordered 
it given back to the authors at the 
end of the week. Sarnoff is an in- 
surance broker, brother of David 


Sarnoff, head of RCA. New show- 
man spent plenty on the play, which 
cost $30,000 before the curtain rang 
up. What with the tryout business 








Shuberts Switching 


Youngman to New Show 





The Shuberts are switching Henny 
Youngman, current in ‘Meet the Peo- 
ple’ at the Cass, Detroit, to the forth- 
coming ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ or ‘Passing 
Show of 1941.’ 

Prior to going into rehearsal in 
either of the new Shubert produc- 
tions, Youngman may go into the 
season's closing show at Ben Mar- 
den’s Rivieria, Englewood, N. J. 


Equity Anti-lsm 
Resolution Gets 
New Committee 





Equity 
committee to work upon the long 
pending resolution whereby mem- 
bers or employes leaning towards 
Communism and other isms shall 
be barred from office or jobs. Just 
when the matter will come before 
the council is still quite indefinite 
and there are those who favor keep- 
ing the issue in the background be- 
cause of scrambled world condi- 
tions, Russia fighting on the side of 
the allies for one thing. 


Alleged radicalism in the coun- 
cil may reach the floor during 
Equity’s quarterly meeting Friday 
(26) next week, it being anticipated 
that the question wlil be brought 
to life by one or more of the 10 
councillors who resigned early this 
summer immediately after the an- 
nual election. They then explained 


for Equity’s welfare as average 
members than as officers. Resignees 
also ventured to say that if the 
council added to its alleged radical 
element, conditions imposed on man- 
agers might result in reducing the 
volume of production and imperil 
their chances for earning a liveli- 
hood. 
Red Charges Dominant 

A year ago Equity was in a dither 
over charges. by Congressman Wil- 
liam P. Lambertson that there were 
half a dozen Reds or Communist 
sympathizers in the council. There 
were assurances that the Dies com- 
mittee would clarify the situation, 
but no activity from that direction 
ever eventuated. Pointed out that 
through all the controversy steamed 
up by Lambertson ‘not one iota of 
proof’ was ever submitted. 

An Equityite of standing said that 
there is little doubt that there are 
some pink members, if not really 
Reds, but it is believed that this 
makes little difference in face of 
the European situation. Some in 
Equity insist there is a racial angle, 
another reason why they prefer 
seeing the anti-ism matter placed 
back in the box. 


N.Y. Times Converts 
Little From Legiter 
To Meeting Place 





and a second week’s pay to the 
players, the loss is estimated to be 


‘Covered,’ which is the season’s | 
first identified flop, was written by | 


| Pat C. Flick and Michael Wallach. | 
| It was first called ‘Listen to Me’ and 


‘Take It From Me.’ 
Cast included a colored player, , 


| John Marriott, who found no vacan- |! Little will have an admission fee, | 


cies in the Baltimore boarding house 
where he usually stops. Another 
house recommended him was raided 
Saturday (13), after midnight and 
he was sent to the clink. Unable to 
reach the company manager he was 
not released until Monday (15). 





Angus Duncan With Equity 


|legit theatre section. 
| being renovated by the N. Y. Times, 


Little, N.Y., has passed out of the 
Interior is 


recently named a new) 





Kaufman Revises ‘Big’ 


Understood that the script of ‘Mr. 
Big,’ current at the Plymouth, Bos- 
ton, has been considerably revised 
and what was practically a new ver- 
sion went on Monday (15) night. 
Play’s engagement in the Hub has 


been extended until Sept. 27 and is 
now due at the Lyceum, N. Y., Sept. 
30, instead of next week as intended. 


George S. Kaufman, who produced 
the play, is said to have made the 





written by Arthur Sheekman and 
Margaret Shane. 





No Rush on Equity By 


Strawhat Ops for Bond 





When around 50 summer stocks 
finalled on Sept. 6 Equity expected a 


fice to reclaim money and securities 
ries. But there was no such influx. 


of the rural ventures, many of which 
claimed ‘record’ takings. Some are 
continuing this week and a few 
slated to play next week, after which 
it will be curtains for 1941. 
Estimated there is upward of $20,- 
000 still on deposit with Equity. 
Average guarantee .coin is around 
$570 per company. There are some 
theatre people who keep securities 
in Equity’s bank vaults continuously 
and yearly or semi-annually inierest 
coupons are clipped by the owners. 
Play most in demand by the barn- 
yard circuit was ‘The Male Anime,’ 
which was performed by 54 different 
companies. ‘George 
Slept Here,’ was runner up, with 42 
weeks. ‘Mr. and Mrs. North was 
third, playing 38 weeks or spots, 


‘Ladies’ In 


played by 17 stocks. ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ was in demand, but 
was not available for stock until the 
season had opened and most com- 
panies had completed their sched- 
ules by the time the comedy was re- 
leased. It, however, was played by 
21 different companies. 

‘Her Cardboard Lover,’ with Tal- 
lulah Bankhead as guest star, has 
appeared in a dozen spots. 


SUIT TESTING LAW 
VS. BARRING CRITICS 


Hudson Falls, N.Y., Sept. 16. 
A suit testing the constitution- 
ality of the Davidson law, passed 
by the Legislature last April and 
drafted to prohibit theatrical pro- 
ducers from barring dramatic critics 


producers’ displeasure, has been in- 
stituted in Supreme Court by Robert 
W. Christie, of Schenectady. 


In his action, scheduled to be 





which owns the property and is to be 


used for lecture and meeting pur- | 


poses, gatherings to be mostly per- | 
|sons connected with the publication. | 
' 


None of the events to be held at the 
which obviates the necessity of car- | 
rying a regulation staff. Orchestra 
pit has been cemented over, 


There have been few shows at the 
Little since the site was acquired by 
the Times. Latter originally planned 
razing the Little to provide a 44th 
street entrance to its plant on 43rd 
street. It was also proposed to use 
the Little site as a more direct route 


jacting later on. 





Angus Duncan, son of Augustus, | for delivery trucks to east side of 
who is a prominent member of | city and Grand Central Station. Pub- 
Equity’s council, has been added to! lisher refused to operate the theatre 
the staff of the actor’s association,! as such and there have been no re- 
New York office. He has had some cent offers to rent it. 
stage experience and may resume | Little, which seats a little more 
,than 500, was built by Winthrop 

Duncan takes over the duties of Ames and was completely equipped. 
Frank Clark, who replaced Edward | In recent seasons its limited capacity 
E. Hale when the latter recently re- | has been a booking handicap. It 
signed to take a camp entertainment | housed a number of long run hits 





post. including “The First Year’ and ‘Pigs.’ 


heard by Justice Leon M. Layden 
here, starting today (Tuesday ). 
Christie seeks to recover damage: 
from the 46th Street Theatre Corp 
and the Select Operating Co. (Shu- 
berts) of New York. He does so on 
the grounds he was refused entrance 
to ‘Panama Hattie,’ playing at the 
Shuberts’ 46th St. theatre, N.Y., af- 
ter purchasing a ticket. 

Christie, defense coordinator in 
his home county, insists he was 
barred ior ‘Nu reason.’ The Shubert 
office refuses to discuss the cause of 
the barring. 


The producers have been involved 
several times in similar situations 
involving critics and columnists. 


McClintic Mulls ‘Way’ 


Guthrie McClintic considering 
production of ‘This Way Out’ by 





Franklin Reiley. Play is an adapta- | 


tion of a novel by James Ronald. 

Paramount was mulling possibility 
of backing the play, but has with- 
drawn. 


revisions, although the original was) 


Coin Endorses Big B.0. 


rush of strawhat showmen to its of- | 
deposited there to guarantee sala-| 


which verifies the financial success | 


Washington | 


with ‘Out of the Frying Pan’ close | 
behind with a count of 37 as was! 
Retirement’ with 35) 
stands. ‘The Philadelphia Story’ was | 


and columnists who have incurred | 


4 Stumbling Blocks in New Equity, 


Mgrs. Pact; ‘Exciusive Service, 


Canadian Pay Are Major Issues 


The new season is on, but the 
basic pact between the managers and 
Equity covering conditions for the 
coming theatrical year has not been 


agreed upon. Four points are at 

issue and, although there are claims 
of amity, there are distinct differ- 
ences of opinion between Equity 
| leaders and the League of New York 
Theatres. 

Equity says that it is willing to 
|renew the pact, with certain re- 
| visions, but wants the managers to 
make up their minds whether they 
want the agreement or not. Latter 
asked for continuance as is for 60 
days, but Equity fixed Oct. 10 as the 
date upon which the agreement 
should start. The ticket code accom- 
panies the agreement and, despite 
the delay, over 40 agencies have 
signed to comply with the regula- 
tions for the fourth consecutive sea- 
son. 

One of the points in dispute is 
over the deletion of the exclusive 
service provision in actors contracts. 
Pian of the managers is to put the 
matter up to the membership direct- 
ly at the Equity quarterly meeting 
Sept. 26 and observers think that 
showmen will lead with their chins. 
Delegation of managers will present 
| their views at the meeting, unless 
they change their minds. 
| That the actors will give them the 
brush-off is predicated upon the fact 
that the rank and filers in Equity 
demanded that the provision be 
dropped from the regulations, parti- 
cularly that element of the member- 
ship that is also occupied with radio. 
Council adopted the rule after it had 
tabled an original proposal for the 
same purpose, because it was felt 
'that outside jobs would be spread 
| more widely by the exclusive service 
| clause. 

Deletion of the exclusive service 
provision which became effective 
Sept. 1, stipulates that riders may be 
written into contracts that the actor 
will not accept outside jobs (radio, 
film, night club) unless the manager 
assents. But that applies only to 
featured players, with those in less 
important roles free to accept out- 
side engagements. Managers are not 
apprehensive that such other en- 
| gagements would interfere with per- 
| formances, but figure that the leeway 
| provided may subordinate the thea- 
tre, whereas it should have the ac- 
| tors’ primary interest. 

Canadian Pay 

Matter of pay in American dollars 
| of actors when playing Canada is 
second in importance. Equity is 
adamant on that point, but now 
ready to accept a sliding scale ar- 
rangement, because it is realized that 
part of the salary is spent on living 
and other expenses, with Canadian 
dollars buying as much as American. 
Plan at this time is that the manager 
pay an agreed percentage in Ameri- 
can coin to actors getting up to $250 
weekly, and that the manager and 
actor split the exchange over that 
amount up to $500. Players getting 
the latter figure and more are to pay 
the exchange themselves, rate being 
11‘7. Actors unwilling to take the 


j 
' 
| 


,right procedure have resorted to 


(Continued on page 63) 


2 ‘FATHERS’ WILL BE 
CONCURRENT ON COAST 


While the original ‘Life With Fa- 





ther’ continues to clean up at the 
Empire, N. Y., two companies are 
being readied for a second season of 


touring. Something new in booking 
has been arranged, both road shows 
arriving on the Coast about the same 
time in the spring. They will play 
concurrent dates in California, one 
in Los Angeles and the other in San 
Francisco, extended stays being an- 
ticipated in both stands. Routes for 
both, calling for 40 weeks’ time, were 
independently booked and are oppo- 
sition to United Booking Office in a 
number of stands. 

Northern company, with Percy 
Waram and Margalo Gillmore (who 
replaces Lillian Gish) will open at 
the War Memorial Auditorium, Tren- 
ton, N. J., while the southern outfit, 
with Dorothy Gish and Louis Cal- 
hern topping, will start season with 
)a matinee and night showing at the 
| Klein Memorial Auditorium, Bridge- 
} port, Conn 
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Plays Out of Town 


Candle in the Wind 


Boston, Sept. 15. 
Prama in three acts, Six Seenes, Dy May ° 
weil Am reson presented Jo nus by 
Playwrights’ ¢ and The ‘ 

directed by Alfred Lunt 

aupervised by Lawrence Langt 
dersor Settings by Jo Mielzine 
nial, Boston, Sep = ; 
WarMeOOh. ccccsccvccess saith Philip Whit 


Deseze 
Charlotte. 
Mercy. .ccrccccccccssecsceces Minnie Tu 
Madeline Guest tee } I 
Maisie Tompkins.......-- ively n Varden 
Raoul St. Cloud..........Sth i 
German Captain.....eeeeeeee Harro Mel 
German Lieutenant......+++: Knud Kreugetr 
Gol, BWrfurt...ccccccccecssecece John \W ners 
Lieut. Schoen.....---.seeeees Tonio > ‘Twart 
Corporal Befirens.....-- ...-Mario Gang 
Madame Fleury.........Michelette Burani 
BS WIOUle ssi recccccesvecs eamley Jessup 
Fat Greard..crcccecess ...Brian Connavrht 
Ond Guard.....cscccesececes Ferdi Hoffman 
CAG... oc keG ss bee Gece apeecese Lotte Lenya 
Ord Guiard..cccscocececssece Joseph Wiseman 
Oth Guard. cccccoscscccccess George Andre 
Be SEO opc0cs batoneeeoss Guy Monspenny 
Cth Guard.ecsscsovccecce ..William Malten 
Captain. .ccocccsoeseccescsees Bruce Fernald 
Sergeant David Shatts 





Depending upon one’s viewpoint, 
‘Candle’ is either a romantic war 
play or another of those anti-Nazi 
things. It is not the best thunder- 
and-lightning romance, nor the best 
nudge at the Nazis, but it has good 
elements ef each kind of theatre and 
should be a nit on Broadway, though 
probably not a smash. 

Concernine the persevering, brave 
and noble efforts of an American 
actress to free her French writer- 
lover from gq Nazi concentration 
camp in Paris, ‘Candle’ treats the 
situation with a realism that will 
seem exaggercted to those who have 
just begun to suspect the Nazi threat 
to be real. To tre others who have 
been thinking about this for years, 
‘Candle’ will leck the blast of a blow 
torch which they may wish to see 
applied to the subject at hand. 

Lunt had not welded his paris to- 
gether satisfectorily for the pre- 
miere, nor had he succeeded in pac- 
ing it as ranidly as the play de- 
manded in snots. Result was the 
players were too tense and stagey at 
times, and the deep human spirit of 
Anderson's writing did not blossom 
into fullness. However, Helen Hayes, 
reliable as ever, is supported by 
an excellent and intelligent com- 
pany, and it goes without saying 
that before they leave Boston all 
concerned may anticipate the New 
York opening with quite some confi- 
dence. 

Opening scene drags worst, while 
various characters are introduced 
and the action gets underway. Sec- 
ond scene of the first act is a marked 
contrast, with the actress encounter- 
ing the Nazi officers who run the 
prison which holds her lover. From 
then on, the playwright taunts with 
the question as to whether any Nazi 
can be bribed, whether any of Hit- 
ler’s officers are human underneath, 
and whether the prisoner can ever 
escape to reunite with the actress 
who has had only a brief affair with 
him. While the question is plain 
enough and the answer perplexing 
almost always, the audience is not 
made to suffer enough with the 
actress—and that is something for 
Miss Hayes and Lunt to work out 
in the fortnight here. 

Miss Hayes has her best part since 
‘Victoria. While she undergoes a 
terrible $tress and strain, the actress 
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{keeps her chin up and appears In 
}enough costume changes to appease 


ithe most fashion-hungry. To the 
sticklers it will seem: tmeongruous | 
that while the ladies had a tough 


i time obta ning even enough crackers 


.|to go with their Paris tea, they had 


no difficulty in buying some very 
|fancy rigs in occupied France. 
| Stiano Braggiotti is a satisfactory 
llover, but he appears only thrice, 
land briefly. John Wengraf, as the 
unrelenting and subtly nasty prison 
|director, has more opportunity to 
|} impress and comes off with a stand- 
Tonio Selwart, 
iploving the Nazi officer who softens 
|under the strain of his unpleasant 
| prison work, also registers. Evelyn 
|Varden, as the breezy, realistic 
ifriend of the actress, is believable 
| and enjoyable. She has the only 
| laugh lines of the piece, so she finds 
| herself in an opportunist’s position— 
which she doesn't abuse. Lotte 
Lenya gives a straightforward and 
excellent performance as a Viennese 
maid, 

Lunt has more successfully 





cap- 


iand his wistful sweetheart Maureen 
| Cannon, click mixture of personality 





ltured the spirit of the heel-clicking | 


| Nazi atmosphere around the prison 
}than he has the romance. Mielziner 
! has caught both in his settings, which 
include an impression of the Ver- 
sailles garden, a French apartment 
and the office of the prison camp. 
No lighting credit is programmed, 
| but it played no small part in adding 
!to the performance. Fox. 

| 


BEST FOOT FORWARD 


New Haven, Sept. 11. 





Musical comedy in two acts, 17 scenes, 
Rook «by John Cecil Holm; musie and 
lyrics, Hugh Martin and Ralph Slane; 


scenery and lighting, Jo Miclziner; dance 
direction, Gene Kelly,; costumes, Miles 
White; orchestrations, Donald Walker an? 
Hans Spialek; special ballet 
Irwin; orchesira conducted by Archie 
Lleyer; production staged and presented 
by George Abbott at the Shubert, New 
Haven, Sept. 11, °41; $3.50 top. 


SURGE MEDINEE s « aigd 09.05. 00eneo then Jack Jordar 
Pe MNEs i 660.0 Keeaeede bees Lou Wills, Jr. 
vi eo. rrr eee Kenneth Bowers 
Satchel Moyer. ..ccscccessecs Bobby Horrell 
a ASP rsrt ore ee Tommy Dix 
i a a Sn nr Teeney Roberts 
Ste MOORS. 6260600 sees -Fieming Ward 
CS 0a hat hie Cake are e ae Victoria Schools 
Minerva....ccoe Serreriirecet up... 
BIMG DRG. scccdvccoccess ..Nancy Walker 
ei Sree .- Betty Anne Nyman 
Old Grad +R e6beSs ceases Stuart Langley 
ee SEEN... olcubeeeseles Gil Stratton, Jr. 
Professor Lloyd.. “ons ...Roger Hewlett 
RAPOEG BELERIINION Ss 6.6. 6:0 6:0:070. 4050-980 Vincent York 
OEE DENOTE. 6 ow cco es 006600808 Marty May 
Wl” errr errr Norma Lehn 
eee ..-Rosemary Lane 
Helen Schlessinger........Maureen Cannon 
PN ek bis 0G Ri whad ee ee bine es orm Clara Nett 


PROMI. nc ct dderdancecenans tichard Dick 
PVOEs “We MIRE < 0 cic cians ..Robert Griffith 


Here’s one the folks are gonna like. 
Taking as his-basic theme a combo 
of ‘Babes in Arms’ and ‘New Faces,’ 
George Abbott has once more pulled 
his familiar routine of assembling a 
flock of unknown talent and welding 
it into a click production. Indica- 
tions are that Abbott has the inside 
track on the new season race to 
bring in an early hit musical. 

Book is bright, credible and up-to- 
the-minute in its treatment of prom 
goings-on at a boys’ prep school. 

Score is a first full-length effort 
for Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane, 
previously known for _ individual 
numbers and for harmonizing as The 
Martins (4). Lads have done a cork- 
ing job, with at least a half dozen 
sock tunes that will get around. 
Songs get over despite a shortcom- 
ing in proper buildup, 
stances indicating an attitude of ‘Let’s 
sing a song’ and then going into one 
without proper cues. Slated for heavy 
| play are ‘Everytime,’ ‘Just a Little 
| Joint With a Juke Box,’ ‘Shady Lady 
Bird,’ ‘Alive and Kicking’ and ‘What 
Do You Think I Am?’ Ballad ‘My 
First Promise at My First Prom’ is 
nicely sung by Victoria 
‘Buckle Down, Winsocki,’ as handled 
by Tommy Dix, is a punchy act-two 
opener; ‘That’s How I Love the 
Blues,’ dueted by Rosemary Lane 
and Marty May, is a good number, 
but on too long (becomes repetitious 
| clocked at five minutes steady sing- 
ing time); ‘The Three B’s,’ warbled 





by Victoria Schools (Blues), June 
Allyson (Barrel-house) and Nancy 
Walker (Boogie-woogie) has ’em 


cryin’ for more. 


in an advisory capacity.] 

Gene Kelly has done okay on the 
terp staging angle. Ensembles are 
lively and neatly routined, judicious- 


elty of execution. Individual stepping 
is clicko stuff, being contributed by 
Betty Anne Nyman in a ‘Three Men 
on a Date’ routine; Kenneth Bowers 
in some fast stepping and June Ally- 


erts. Lou Wills, Jr.. Bobby Harrell 

and Billy Parsons rate mention for 

their acrobatic hoofing. 
Mielziner sets, while not as lavish 


dormitory set. 
‘Forward’ represents 
Lane’s legit debut. 
originally a Fred Waring songstress, 
fills the bill in a role more or less 
foreign to her film casting as the 
sweet ‘Four Daughters’ type. Plays 








a Hollywood glamor gal bordering 
on the hard-boiled, Her first en- 





[Although not credited in any way, | 
Richard Rodgers is in on production | 
| 


as several of his previous musicals | 
breaking in here, display originality | : - 
in a gymnasium setting involving | Brennan play for some time, spent 
giant athletic figures in a totem pole | Plenty on the production and _as- 


music, Will | 


van. Presented by the David ©, Selanick 
,; Company and directed by Alfrcd de Liagre, 
Jr. Settings, Kate Drain Lawson; at the 
|} Lobero theatre, Santa Barbara, Cal, Sept 
| 8, ‘41. 
gl eg) reer ee Harry Bartsburg 
EMRE wc cicccceeeevenseascoes Vhylis Walker 
The Man...... Vetudae ae James Westerfield 
+The WOMAR..cccccces ...--Mady Lawrence 
Other Men...Gordon Helwick, Kirby Smith 
William Saroyen's ‘Hello Out 


| talky 


| 





ia cell. 


several in- | 


Schools; | 


ly combining speedy pace with nov- | 


| should get across and indications are 
son following suit; also Teeney Rob- | 


effect, and vivid color in a boys’ | Signed the former Broadwayite, Ed- 


Rosemary | Sinclair also came from the Coast 
Picture player, | to direct. 


| 


trance is weak, almost to the point 
of being a jolt to film fans who have 
seen her only in black and white, but 
she gains momentum as the show 
progresses and ends up comfortably 
on the right side. Looks attractive 
and delivers an okay’ vocalizing 
chore. Marty May, only other sem- 
blance of a name in the case, is aces 
as the film gal’s agent. Underplays 


lthe role to a nice degree that kills! 


off the false impression of this type 
usually found in picture versions, 
Among the kids who register heav- 
ily, many with no previous stage ex- 
perience, are Gil Stratton, Jr., as Bud, 


and voice: Nancy Walker (daughter 
of Dewey Barto), comic blind date 
who garners a flock of laughs; June 
Allyson and Betty Anne Nyman, tal- 
ented blonde teen-agers; Victoria 
Schools, brunet looker with a fine 
soprano; Kenneth Bowers, who adds 
a bit of Benny Goodman licorice- 
sticking to hoofing; Tommy Dix, pint- 
sized lad with a booming baritone; 
and Jack Jordan, in for a heavy share 
of straight trouping. Vincent York 
rings the bell as a hick newspaper- 
man. 

Abbott's staging of the show gives 
it cohesion that brings the finished 
product out as first-rate entertain- 
ment, following an audition talent 
hunt that covered territory from 
Chicago to Norfolk to New England. 
‘Forward,’ as a pic possibility, indi- 
caies better stuff than materialized in 
Abbott's last filmusical, “Too Many 
Girls.’ Bone. 


HELLO OUT THERE 


Santa Barbara, Sept. 10. 


Melodrama in one act by William Saro- 


There,’ a fine and passionate piece of 
extrovert writing not in the usual 
€aroyan manner, stole the evening’s 
thunder here as a curtain-raiser to 
George Bernard Shaw’s dated and 
‘The Devil’s Disciple.’ [Cast 
and credits below.] 

Despite the fact that the Shaw play 
had been ballyhooed by David O. 
Selznick’s flacks as the vehicle in 
which Janet Gaynor would make her 
legit debut, the Saroyan melodra- 
matic one-acter made the Britisher’s 
piece a lengthy, monotonous anti- 
climax. Harry Bratsberg, as Photo- 
Finish, a rapist in the jail of a small 
Texas town, and Phyllis Walker, as 
the jail cook, stood head and shoul- 
ders above the other actors who 
graced the Lobero theatre stage dur- 
ing the evening. The twin-bill was 
staged for a four-day run, ending 
Selznick’s plan to ‘revive the legiti- 
mate theatre,’ at least for this season. 
Next year he plans to produce five. 

Saroyan’s play was without the 
half-mystical introversion that char- 
acterizes much of his writing. It was 
a meaty portrait of the caged fury 
of a no-good kid who knew he was 
going to die, either at the hands of 
a mob or at the end of a rope. An 
overtone of doom was given by a 
single spot that caught the figure of 
Bratsberg pacing angrily back and 
forth behind the stark steel bars of 
To him and to Miss Walker, 
alone together in the tiny jail, escape 

(Continued on page 63) 





Plays on Broadway 








THE WOOKEY 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
Plymouth, N, Y Sept. 10, °41, by Edgar 








Selwyn (for Metro); written by Frederick 
Hazlitt Brennan; staged b Robert Sin- 
clair; settings, Jo Mielziner: $3.30 top. 
Ernie Wookey......++.s0..Geol Sturgeon 
Aunt Gen + 60a bebe Carol Goodner 
eee. SP OOM 6a i bas beeen oe Norah Howard 
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| Peres ecooee..--Charles Francis 
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The first war play. of the season 


that it will. It’s a drama _ that 
isolationists won't like because of the 
topic, but for the average American 
who admires the grit of the British, 
‘The Wookey’ is a_ increasingly 
interesting in performance. 

Metro has been excited about the 


gar Selwyn, to present it. Robert 


Story pyramids in holding audi- 
ence attention. It starts gabbily 
enough, with the limey accents of 


| the government. 





the women smeared on so much that 
the dialog is not easy to discern.| 
Once Edmund Gwenn, as  Mr.! 


Inside Stuff —Legit 





John Anderson, N. Y. Journal-American drama critic, put The 
on the pan for its critics’ boxscore, and incidentally coupled Vaiiery 
though not by name) in his pet peeve against the Billboard's 
Anderson's ‘no opinions.’ Inasmuch as The Billboard has copped 


Billboard 
(al. 

tally on 
a feature 


Vaniery created some 20 years ago, Anderson might just as well forget 


about Variery, as The Billboard's 
as we're concerned, It’s a dept. that 


including the phrase ‘no opinion,’ and it didn’t make too much diffe 


to Variery then, as now, excepting 


boxscore is just a road company so far 


Billboard copped verbatim last year 


rence 


for Anderson, or any other drama 


critic’s inclusion of the two papers in the same category. Billboard js still 


the No. 1 pitchman’s -delight. 


Richard (Dick) Watts, Jr., drama critic for the N. Y. Herald Trib 
missed the opening of the legit season principally because of troub} 


une, 
e in 


getting out of Chungking, China. He is due to board a clipper plane there 
today (17) and may reach New York next midweek. Watts, who usually 
spends the summer in some foreign land, planned to visit Moscow before 
returning, but was dissuaded, as that city is being bombed by the Nazis 

Howard Barnes, Trib’s picture critic, former second-stringer on the 
drama, is covering the premieres in the absence of Watts. 


Playwrights flatly scores the report that Robert E. Sherwood changed 
the script of ‘There Shall Be No Night’ as ‘ridiculous and 100% inaccurate, 
Not a sentence, not a word has been changed and ‘Night’ will be presented 


on tour this season precisely as it was all of last season.’ 


predicated on the fact that-Finland, 
locale. 
peat engagement on Broadway now 
this fall as originally planned. 


' Report was 
again at war with Russia, is play's 


‘Night’ is definitely dated to open out-of-town Oct. 13, with a re- 


tentative for February, instead of 


S. Thomas Gomez, who was with ‘Night’ in a smaller part, will take 


over the role* originated by Rickard 


Whorf, Otherwise, only minor cast 


changes have been made in support of Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne. 


When the mayor of Hanover, Germany, ordered further barbarities of 
Jews in that city, he referred to a book, ‘Germany Must Perish,’ as the 


basis for his command. 


Volume urges the sterilization of all Germans 
and reduction to coolie status of all Nazi soldiers. 


Author is Theodore 


N. Kauiman, said to conduct a theatre service in Newark, N. J. 
Book came from an obscure publisher and had been little known in the 


U. S. until the Nazis brought attention to it. 


German sources mentioned 


it, however, some time ago in commenting on one of President Roosevelt's 


speeches, 


Smoke used in the bombing effect during a rehearsal of ‘The Wookey,’ 
Plymouth, N. Y., had the players rehearsing ‘High Kickers’ at the Broade 
hurst plenty worried one day last week. Latter theatre’s stage adjoins that 
of the Plymouth and the smoke seeped into the Broadhurst, with the 
result that it was first thought the house was on fire. All hands rushed out 


into the air. 
‘Wookey,’ which premiered last 


Wednesday 


(10), has a profusion of 


backstage equipment for the bombing and air raid effects. So much 
apparatus was carted to the house that it attracted unusual attention from 


passersby. 


Plans filed for enlarging the lobby of the National, N.Y., have met with 


the approval of building inspectors, 


‘Macbeth’ 
audiences. 


in November 


the entrance will 
Considerable reconstruetion will be required, additional space 


the house relights with 
afford more convenience to 


so when 


being provided by the present alleyway which leads to the stage entrance. 
National has housed a flock of standouts, but its tiny lobby has been 


notoriously inadequate, especially dur 


ing inclement weather. Bank-owned 


house is being operated by Harry Somers and Abe Enklowitz. 


Douglas D. Cornette, member of 


promotion department staff of the 


Louisville, Ky., Courier-Journal and Times, was elected executive manager 
of Iroquois Ampitheatre on a full-time basis by directors of the Louisville 


Park Theatrical Assn., which recently 


of summer operas in cooperation with the Shuberts. 


brougkt to a close the fourth season 
Cornette succeeds 


John H. Hoagland, promotion manager of the newspapers, who has di- 
rected the Amphitheatre operation on a part-time basis since its estab- 


lishment in 1938. 





Wookey, stamps onto the scene, 
things look up. Whatever the re- 
sult of the engagement, the pudgy 
little Englishman is triumphant. He 
is much better known in Hollywood 
than Broadway, where he did attract 
some attention in the moderately | 
successful ‘Laburnum Grove’ a num-| 
ber of seasons ago, 

Wookey is a tugboat captain, a 
cockney who has the affection of his | 
family, life in their home near the 
London docks being phrased by his | 
criticism of the way the war is be- 
ing conducted by the government. 
The middle-aged salt won't fall in| 
line with the war effort, but when| 
the call to help at Dunkirk comes, | 
Wookey goes into action with such| 
effect that he is awarded a medal by | 
Fact that his sis- | 


| ter-in-law’s husband had been killed 
{in the fighting figures in Wookey’s 


participation in the Dunkirk evacu- 


‘| ation, 


However, Wookey is still critical 
of the way the war is being run, and 
one of the comic highlights is his 


dictation of a letter telling off Win- 
ston Churchill. Then his home ji 
bombed. The regeneration of the 


Wookey is then virtually complete 
His wife is killed and the house 
completely wrecked. When officers 
come to warn him to move from the 
docks and, Wookey insists upon re- 
maining in the basement, which is 
designated as a bomb shelter. Raid 
warning sirens sound the close, with 
The Wookey shown determinedly 
climbing the stairs armed with a/| 
tommygun, transformed completely | 
to fight Nazidom to the death. 


Surrounding Gwenn are other ad- 
mirable players. Carol Goodner 
again proves she is as good with 
dramatic parts as lighter assign- 
ments. She plays the sister-in-law, 
somewhat loose in her morals until 
the man she weds is killed. Norah 
Howard stands up exceilently 
though her accent is too defined at 
first. Heather Angel, as The 
Wookey’s daughter, comes through 
in the last act when called upon for | 
hysterics. Horace McNally plays | 





well as McSwiggin, the thick Irish | 
(Continued on page 63) 





Current Road Shows 
(Sept. 17-27) 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’—Erlanger, 
Buffalo, N. Y. (22-24); Strand, Ithaca, 
N. Y. (25); Masonic Aud., Rochester, 
N. Y. (26-27). 

‘Ballet Russe’—Shubert, New Ha- 


ven (22). 


‘Best Foot Forward’ — Forrest, 
Philadelphia. 
‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 


Wynn )—Nixon, Pittsburgh 
‘Candle in the Wind’ 

Hayes )—Colonial, Boston. 
‘Claudia’—Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘The Doctor’s Dilemma’ (Katharine 

Cornell )}—National, Washington. 


(Helen 


‘Hellzapoppin’ (Billy House-Eddie 
Garr)—Curran, San Francisco (7- 
20): Aud., Oakland, Cal. (21-22); 
Mayfair, Portland, Ore. (24-27). 


‘Hold On to Your Hats’ (Al Jol- 
on)—Metropolitan, Providence, R. 


I. (22): Memorial Aud., Worcester 
(23); Bushnell Memorial, Hartford 
(24): Shubert, New Haven (25-27). 
‘Johnny Belinda’—Locust, Phila- 


delpvhia. 

‘Jump for Joy’ (Duke Ellington) 
—Mayan, Los Angeles (11th week) 
(17-27). 

‘Male Animal’ (Otto Kruger)— 
Alcazar, San Francisco (17-24). — 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Laird 
Cregar)—El Capitan, Hollywood 
(19-27). 

‘Mamhba’s Daurhters’ 
ters)—Biltmore, L. A. (17-27). 

‘Meet the People’—Cass, Detrolt. 

‘Mr. Bis’—Plvmouth, Boston. 

‘My Sister Eiteen’—Harris, 
cago. 

‘Native Son’—Majestic, Boston. 

‘Separate Rooms’—Ford’s, Baltl- 
more, 

‘Tobacco Road’—(John Barton)— 
Crrran, Sen Francisco (21-27). . 

‘Theatre’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner 
—Roval Alevondra. Toronto. 
O’Brien’—Shubert, 


(Ethel Wa- 


Chi- 


‘Viva Boston 


(25-27) 
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OBITUARIES 


TOM WOODS 

Tom (Jam-up’) Woods, 52, black- 
faced comedian and former minstrel 
performer, died Sept. 12 in Green- 
ville. N. C., of heart attack follow- 
jing his appearance there in tent 
showing of ‘Grand Ole Opry,’ WSM 
unit. 

Woods appeared 
Minstrels and with Primrose and | 
West. Following this he appeared on) 
Keith, Orpheum and Pantages cir-| 
before entering radio. Did) 
work at WHAS, Louisville; | 
KWK, St. Louis, and WSM, Nash- | 
ville. along with appearances over | 
NBC. For past four years Woods | 
was with WSM, where he was mem- | 
ber of team of Jam-up and Honey. | 
He was co-owner of ‘Grand Ole 
Opry’ roadshow. 

Funeral services were held in | 
Nashville, Monday (15). Survivors! 
are his bride of four months, Vera, | 
and three brothers, Robert, Pete, and | 
Carol Woods. 





with Primrose | 


cuits 
radio 





WM. (‘JERRY’) COOK 

William J. (Jerry’) Cook, 76, vet 
amusement and dance orchestra 
promoter died Monday (15) in 
Springfield, Mass., after a long illness. 
Identified since 1922 with various 
amusement ventures, Cook was best 
known as operator of Cook’s Butter- 
fiy Ballroom, Springfield, and Cook’s 
Crystal Ballroom at Riverside Park, 
Agawam, Mass. 

For 38 years Cook managed 
Brookside Park, Orange, Mass. In 
1922 he built the Crystal ballroom, 
and later the Butterfly dancery. At 
one time he had 15 orchestras under 
his management. He_ sponsored 
Springfield appearance of Rudy 
Vallee when the latter was still a 
Yale student. 

Leaves widow, son, and daughter. 

Funeral today (17). Burial in 
Orange. 


HUBERT HARBEN 


Hubert Harben, 63, British dra- 
matic actor, died at his London 
home, Aug. 24. 

For 40 years, Harben had been on 
the British stage, appearing with the 
Lewis Wallers, Mr. and Mrs. Kendal 
and many of the most prominent 
managements during his career. In 
most of these plays he appeared 
with his wife, Mary Jerrold, among 
them being ‘Mary Rose,’ ‘Milestones,’ 
‘The Man Whe Stayed at Home,’ 
‘Blood and Sand,’ and ‘The Great 
Adventurer. He served during the 
last war, prior to which he had a 
season in New York. His most re- 
cent stage performance was in 
‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ and the film 
‘Victoria the Great,’ 


identified man to the janitor asked 
that windows to the dancer's apart- 
ment be closed. Police have con- 
ducted an autopsy and are searching 
for the man. 
FRANK M. CONLY 

Frank M. Conly, 65, operatic basso, 
died Sept. 10 at his home in Wyn- 
cote, Philadelphia suburb. 

Conly appeared as soloist at Wil- 
low Grove Park when operas were 


given there under the batons of 
Walter Damrosch and Victor Her- 


bert. He also guested with the Phila- 
delphia Orchestra on numerous occa- 
sions. Sister, Eleanor Conly Kil- 
gore, founded the Kilgore School of 
Dramatic Art, Philly. 


JOSEPH C. ROESER 

The body of Joseph C. Roeber, 66, 
librarian of the Rochester (N. Y.) 
Philharmonic and Civic orchestras 
for the last 13 years, was found float- 
ing in the Genesee river last week. 
Death was pronounced due _ to 
suicide. He had been missing from 
home four days. 
Before going to Rochester in 1928, 
Roeber was connected with the G. 
Schirmer Music Co., New York. 
Widow survives. 


WALTER S. CALDWELL 
Walter S. Caldwell, 56, former ac- 
tor and theatre manager, died Sept. 
10 at his home in Toledo. A heart 
attack proved fatal. Manager of the 
Esquire theatre, Toledo, of late, he 
had managed Loew's theatres in 
Toledo for years. 

In 1903 Caldwell was assistant 
manager of the old Percy G. Wil- 
liams vaude house in N. Y. 


EUGENE LEVY 
Eugene Levy, 47, died suddenly 
Friday night (12) from injuries suf- 
fered in an auto accident while he 
was en route from Poughkeepsie to 
Newburgh, N. Y. Veteran theatre op- 


erator was partnered with Para- 
mount. Funeral services Sunday 
morning (14) at Newburgh. Widow, 


three daughters and a son survive. 
Details in film section. 


LIEUT. H. B. GOLDSTONE 


Lieut. H. B. Goldstone, 24, South 
African Engineering Corps, was 
killed in action May 31, it’s just been 
learned. Was on the African Consoli- 
dated Theatres (South Africa) man- 
agerial staff. 

He was only son of John S. Gold- 
stone, circuit supervisor of African 
Consolidated Theatres. 


FLORANCE M. GUEDALLA 








Survived by widow, 
daughter, Joan Harben. 


and actress 


JOHN J. McCARTHY 
John Justin McCarthy, 50, former 
dancing comedian, died Sept. 6 at 
Veterans’ Hospital, Newington, Conn. 





A native of Bridgeport, McCarthy | 


started his stage career as partner of 
Jimmy Conroy with John W. Vogel 
Minstrels and later went with Al G. 


Fields. During World War Mc- 
Carthy was a sergeant at Camp 
Devons, Mass. ,On discharge he 


joined Abe Reynolds troupe on 
Columbia burlesque wheel, but later 


returned to vaude with Bobby 
Moore in ‘Anything Can Happen’ 
act 

In 1939 McCarthy retired from 


show business 


GENE MARKEY 
Gene 


Markey, former  vaude- 
villian (Markey and Montgomery), 
died Sept. 9 at his home in North | 


Wildwood, N. J., where he had re- 
tired with his wife, Elva J., who was 
his stage partner. No relation, of 
course, to Hollywood's Gene Markey. 
Markey broke into show business 
at 16, touring the old Keith and 
Orpheum circuits. His last Stage 
appearance was as a member of the 
cast of the musical, ‘Follow Through.’ 
He was a member of the Actors Club 
and Vaudeville Artists Association 
of Camden, N. J., where the Markeys 
maintained a winter home. 


MARY BARTON 
Mary Barton, 26, nightclub dancer, 
died in her apartment in N. Y. Sept. 
5 following an overdose of sleeping 
powders. The dancer’s last engage- 
ments were at the Queen Mary and 


at Jimmy Kelly’s, both Gotham 
spots. 
Miss Barton’s death aroused sus- 


Picions of police because persistent 
phone calls all week from an un- 


and joined Conroy | 
in operating a tavern in Bridgeport. | 


Florance M. Guedalla, attorney 
and a member of the board of direc- 


tors of United Artists’ British or- | 
ganization, as well as being asso- 


ciated with the company in a legal 


| capacity, died in London, Sept. 9. 


'In his late sixties, he had been ill 
for a long time. 


EMILIO CABRERA 


Emilio Cabrera, 49, Mexican legit 
actor, died of a heart attack re- 
cently while dining with his wife 
and daughter in a restaurant at 
Guadalajara, capital of Jalisco state, 
Mexico. 

Widow and daughter, 
fessionals, survive. 


both pro- 


JOHN O’CONNOR 

John O’Connor, 67, former stage 
player who gave Harold Lloyd his 
start as an actor, died Sept. 10 in 
Santa Monica, Cal. 
nor played leading roles in midwest 
stock companies. Interment in Chi- 
cago. 





CHARLES T. FALES 
Charles T. Fales, 67, former show 
biz press agent, who had been in 
the amusement biz in various other 
capacities for 25 years, died in Bing- 
hamton, N. Y, Sept. 9. 
Surviving are widow and sister. 


HOBERT RAY TURNER 
Hobert Ray Turner, radio enter- 
tainer on West Virginia stations 
under the name of ‘Stuttering Skip,’ 
died at his home at Weston, W. Va., 
of heart trouble. 


Alice A. Nash, 53, veteran em- 
ployee of C. C. Birchard & Co., Bos- 
ton music publishers, died Sept. 8, 
in Brockton, Mass. 


Elias Disney, 83, 








father of Walt 


‘following an operation. 


For years O’Con- | 
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| Bob Tolley 

| Dottie Dawn 

} Paul Gordon Ore 
Stevadora 

Jack Terry 

Le Blanc & Du C 

Renee Hartman 

Mr. Ming 

Carrol Crane 

Tiny Gorman 

Jack Thomas Ore 


The Tropics 
| Conrads 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Balconades 
Buddy Carlson Ore 

Bill Green’s 
| Henry King Ore 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 
Tubby Miller 
Reggie Dvorak 

Cork and Bottle 
Lloyd Fox 

Colonial 

Buzz Aston Ore 
Eddie Peyton's 
Art Schamberg Ore 

Mildred Segal 
Eddie Peyton 
Sandy Mcclintock 
Marion Muller 

El Chico 
Mario Merin Ore 
Virginia Ramos 
Dancing Players 

Evergreens 
Revelers 
Kay Burke 
Ray Valance 
Nancy Grey 

Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 

Hotel Hen 

(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 

(Gay 90's) 
| Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Everett Havdn 
Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 
Evergreen Gardens 
Revelers 
Sam Sweet 
Alice Sone 


| Wiek 








Wicked Willies 

| Hotel Roosevelt 
4 Skyliners 

| 


Beachcomber 


| Harry Morrissey 
Linda Bruce Dane 
|Pepito & Lucia 
Caesar & tosita 


| Buster Keim Rev 

| Blinstrub’s 

i 

| Karl Rohde Ore 

| Harry Stockwell 
|Carl & EF Simpsun 
Shayne & Armstrong 
| Eva Clough 

Causa Manana 
} Al Tory Ore 
Harrison Aulger 
Martin 
Tom Brown 


Jove 


Kathyrn Fortener 
| louise Sherwood 
Karl Gregg 
Jane Giddings 
| Je an Carle 

Don Muckel 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
ij Bernie Bennett O 
| George Libby Rev 
| Rolly tolls 
| Jerry & Turk 


Barbara Belmore 
Doris Abbott 





Club Vanity Fair 
Kai Nira Ore 
Siella Ray 
Darrell Wilson 
Nan Stone 

Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Or« 
| Wally Wanger Rev 
|} Milly Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Amapola Lopez 
Jack & J Lorraine 
Barry. Prince & CIl’'k 
Lee Dixon 
Renee & Root 


(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 

Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Sally Keith 
Maria Breen 
Delores Gaylord 
Gene Bayltos 
Crawfordettes 

Fox & Hounds 


Milton George Ore 
Hi-Hat 

Pete Herman Ore 

Lucille Grey 


Frank Petty 





Bobbie Robbins 
Raul & Annette 
Alto Fryer Ore 
Whittler Hotel 
(Gold Cub Koom) 
Merman Fine 


Wonder Bar 
Irene Rosch 
Vocations 
Castrillos Ore 

509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 





Gloria Van Margo Good 
Jerry Shelton Ore Good & Goody 
Hope Laurence Verne Wilcox 
John & Jessie Horn 
Verne Olga Ray 
Billy Meagher Horace Houck Ore 
PITTSBURGH 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Wanda 
Escorts 
Merry-Go-Round 


Henry Jerome Orc 
Dick Finney 
Sandy Sloan 
Doddy Dobson 
3 Steps 
New Pena 
H Fritschie Ore 
Frank Reckless 
Don Andre 
Eddy Trombetta 
Dolores & de Vargas 
Babs Garen 
Jack Randall 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Ritter Bros 
Blondell Sis 
Nut House 
Sherdina Walker 
Ted Blake 
George Gregg 
Harry Frank 
Arthur Lloyd 
Chuck Wilson 
Oasis 
Frank Shean Ore 
Pines 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Trelon*® 
Jack Leary Ore 
Nancy Gardner 
Marion Joyce 
George Webber 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Jerry Cooper 
Alice Kavan 
Lionel Kaye 
Kathleen 
Charlo & Dupree 
Shiriey Heller 
Skv-Vue 
King Ore 


oO 


Teddy 


Union Grill 

Yagello 
Natale 

Sandretto 


Art 
rank 
Mike 


Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Key Taylor 
Burton's Birds 
Countess Alabassa 





Manhattanettes 


BOSTON 


Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Florence Hallman 
Runkie & Lambert 
Motel Essex 
ernest Murray 
illy Kells 
ack Manning 
1 Lewis 


E Ore 
B 
J 
Vic tor Donato 
Ade Corey 
Rita Henderson 
Hotel Gardner 
Burt 
Kvalyn 
Hotel Statler 
(Cafe Kouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Roof) 
Bennie 
Terry 
Frank 


Shaw 
Harvey 


Carter Ore 
Shand Ors 


Martis Ore 
Juanita Juarez 
Maxine Sullivan 
Ginger Harmon 


Eunice Healey 
International Casino 
Henri Jobert Ore 

Ken Club 
Ernie Marr Ore 
Russ Howard 


Latin Quarter 


Anthony Bruno Ore 
Rica Martine Or« 
Sammy Walsh 

3 Radio Aces 

Guili Guili 
Anthony-Allen-H 


W’'y’s Congo Roolag 
Helen Carroll 


Rio Casino 


George Harris Ore 
Harry Spear 
Carlos & Carita 


Vonna 
Jose & Lolita Vega 
Leticia 

Steuben's 


(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Orc 
Boyd Heathen 
Chester Dolphin 
»rmstrong & Stark 
Barry & English 
Dolores Reed 

The Cave 
Ralph Porras Ore 
Jack, Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Barry & English 
Colita & Corral 
Phil Barry 








Clare Conway, 
uel Chotzinoff of 
a song called ‘If 
My Heart.’ 
Little Penguin,’ 





press dark room, 


Another song. 


secretary to Sam- 
NBC, has written 
Your Heart Were 


‘Poor 


written by three 


NBC men, Jimmy Donnelly of the 


Eldridge Packham 


|0f the music department, and Joe 
Disney, died Sept. 13 in Hollywood | Seifert a guide, is being published 


iby Southern Music. 
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[ Commercial Radio Shows | 


would be receptive to advertiser- 
sponsored entertainment and would 
clarify how far the sponsors could 
go in the matter of capitalizing on 
the money spent. Feeling of the 
agency men is that while many of 
their clients might be willing to in- 
vest coin in the shows as a good- 
will gesture, they’d also want some 
concrete compensation in advertis- 
ing and publicity. In other words, 
they are not willing to altruistically 
hide their generosity completely 
under a bushel. 

Army, after hearing what the 
agency execs had to say, asked for 
an adjournment of the confab 
while the War Dept. goes into a 
huddle on policy. It is expected to 
ask the men to come together late 
this week in New York or Wash- 
ington to hear the decision. 

Different Type Shows 

Details were only passingly dis- 
cussed, but the plan would be to 
have each advertiser sponsor a 


particular show. It would be a 
vaude, musical, minstrel er legit 


unit and would be under the gen- 
eral supervision of the Citizens 
Committee for the Army and Navy, 
which currently has USO-financed 
shows touring the camps and which 
has been delegated by the Army 
to put on live entertainment. CC 
would handle all the routing of the 
sponsored shows with the coopera- 
tion of the Morale Branch of the 
Army. 

War Dept., since the inception of 
the emergency, has been very lib- 
eral in allowing commercial radio 
shows to emanate from camp audi- 
toriums. Only restriction forced on 
them is announcement on the air 
that origin of the program in a 
cantonment does not indicate that 
the Army endcrses the product. 

Attending -last week’s powwow 
were reps of J. Walter Thompson, 
McCann-Erickson, Biow, *Benton & 
Bowles, Lord & Thomas, William 
Esty, Tom Fizdale, BBD&O, Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert, Newell-Em- 
mett and Young & Rubicam. 


Group Supposed to Settle 
Army Show Problem 
Has Held No Meeting 








Those who favored presentation of 
| legit shows in the army camps have 
| yet to reach first base. 
| ning’ representation on the joint ad- 
| visory committee, which is supposed 
to also have people from the sev- 
eral theatrical guilds and unions, 
there has never been one meeting of 
'the group, which accounts for 
‘fact that the chairmanship 
changed at least three times. 

Legit peopie say the army has not 
| accepted their proffer to use experi- 
lenced showmen to prepare camp 
|shows. Those on the committee that 
has not functioned include Bert Ly- 
tell, Robert E. Sherwood and Burns 
Mantle. Sherwood is in Government 
service. Others, including union 
| "epresentatives (Equity, etc.), have 
| yet to publicly air their views, but 
|there is no doubt they are disap- 
| pointed over developments so far. 


| Stimson’s Offer to Golden 


Offer to John Golden to take com- 
' plete charge of entertainment in the 


Army came directly from Secretary | 


of War Henry L. has 

been learned. 
up his mind definitely as to whether 
|or not he will take the post, pending 
further huddles with Wart Dept. 
; execs. 

War Dept. has flatly turned down 
| Golden’s suggestion that Billy Rose 
be given the job. Rose long ago went 
to high Army officials with complete 
plans for entertaining the soldiers 
and still holds open an offer to drop 
all his personal business and go to 
work for the Army at $l a year for 
the duration. 

Short shrift given the diminutive 
showman by the Army has never 
been adequately explained. One 
reason, it is figured, is that the War 
Dept. fears mothers of many draftees 
associate Rose with girl shows, gams 
and bathing suits. 

Afraid of Rose’s Ballyhoo 

‘Another thing which Broadway 
and Washington insiders figure is 
hurting Rose’s chances is his over- 
supply of energy. The Army likes to 
do things in its own methodical way, 
some captious ones aver [that’s evi- 
dent by the way it is still flounder- 
ing around on an entertainment pro- 
gram], and fears that Rose will kick 


Stimson, it 





After ‘win- | 








the | 
has | 





Producer hasn’t made | 





over the = red 


traces. 


Final straw that created a distinct 
bias by the Army crowd for Rose 
was the letter from him which Burns 
Mantle published in his column in 
the N. Y. Daily News about six 
weeks ago. Showman bitterly castj- 
gated the Army for its inactivity in 
promoting morale via entertainment, 
with the squawk picked up by the 
wire services and_ published in 
papers throughout the country, 

Golden, some six weeks ago, was 
offered chairmanship of the enter- 
tainment division of the Citizens 
Committee for the Army and Navy, 
succeeding Vinton Freedley, who re- 
signed Aug. 1. Golden refused the 
post. Offer from Stimson, however, 
would be to work directly in the 
War Dept., although the CC would 
ostensibly still carry on the work 
of arranging and routing the shows, 


tape-embroidered 








Better Clearance For 
Dixie Camp Theatres, 


But Lay Public Banned 


Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 16. 
Proximity of winter with heavy 
cancellations on outdoors recreation- 
al activities for thousands of soldiers, 
except in Florida, has resulted in 
heavy expansion schedules for Dixie 
army theatres. 

Camp Croft here among first to 
announce new construction, and will 
built fourth house this fall. Layout 
to seat over 1,000 men, will be ready 
before winter. 

Theeatre officer here is Capt. Ar- 
thur T. Kaplan, former eastern ex- 
hib. Coneurrent with new agree- 
ment reached by Army Motion Pic- 
ture Service with distribs Croft is 
getting pix at the same time as near- 
by commercial theatres. Army 
now booking every two weeks 
stead of monthly. 


is 
ine 


MARRIAGES 


Jeanne Fuller to Hugh Harman, in 
Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 15. Bride is 
writer; he’s film cartoon producer. 

Joan Castle to William Post, Jr., 
in New York, Sept. 11. Both are 
legit players, presently in the Broad- 
way ‘My Sister Eileen.’ 

Edith Mearl Alexander to C. Fred- 
erick Frank, Jr., in Pittsburgh, Sept. 
15. She's daughter of Jim Alex- 
ander, Republic franchise holder in 
Pitt. 

Lois Wilde to Harry Cash, in Las 
Vegas, Nev., Sept. 11. Bride is stage 
and screen player. 

Helen Metcalfe to Spence Leve, in 
Reno, Sept. 8. He is division 
ager for Fox-West Coast in Los An- 
geles, 


man- 


Frances Cochran to Pete Goscg, in 
San Antonio, Aug. 30. He is control 
room operator of station WOAIT, San 
Antonio. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Engels, son, in 
New York, Sept. 9. Father is pub- 
lisher of Song Hits magazine. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Humphrey, son, 
in Chicago, Aug. 28. Father is an- 
nouncer with WJJD, Chicago 

Mr. and Mrs. Lowell 
daughter, in Hollywood, 
Father is assistant directo! 
ander Korda. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hayes, daugh- 
ter, in Des Moines, Sept. 9. Father 
is with the Buckaroos on WHO, Des 
Moines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Dauer, 
Sept. 13, in N. Y. Father 
urer of Center theatre, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Leighton, son, 
Sept. 12, in Superior, Wis. Father 
is newscaster at WEBC, Superior. 


Farrell, 
Sept 8. 
for Alex- 


son, 


is treas- 


Mr. and Mrs. Walton ‘Manny’ 
Lochman, son, Sept. 5, in Kansas 
City. Father is KMBC (KC.), 


sports announcer, KCKN and WREN, 
baseball announcer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Herman Timbers, 
Jr., son, Sept. 14, in New York. 


Parents are both performers mother’s 
pro name being Betty Harrison 





Bobby Byrne’s orchestra, contain- 
ing his brother Don, opened with 8 
family reception and Class reunion 
during his engagement at Eastwood 
Gardens, Detroit (Sept. 12). They 
are the sons of Clarence Byrne, head 
of Cass Technical School vocational 
music department where both 
started here into the band business 
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AP Buys Andi Control 

Primarily because of fear that 
U. S. entry into the war may leave it 
without a source of continental 
European news, Associated Press ac- 
quired majority holdings of the 
Argentine news agency, Andi, which 
will operate as its European eyes and 
ears if and when. 

Move has been kept closely secret 
and AP officials in Buenos Aires re- 
fuse to answer questions even off- 
the-record. Learned nevertheless, 
that the step followed a long series 
of negotiaiions and that Andi—which 
up to now has been primarily a local 
agency—is preparing to send its own 
correspondents to Europe and take 
over those of AP’s staff overseas who 
are not Americans, should war be 
declared. 

Andi—full name is Agencia No- 
ticias Distribudores Interiores (In- 
terior News Distributing Agency)— 
formerly obtained foreign news 
from both the AP and United Press, 
giving them in turn its local news. 
Argentine organization functioned 
mainly to supply for those interior 
papers in Argentina unable to use or 
afford a U. S. press service and also 
to cater to local radio stations whom 


the Yankee agencies did not handle. | 


Organization, headed by Marcelino 
A. Aparicio, sold its news at far 
lower costs than either of the U. S. 
press services. 

Since Hitler controls most of the 
continental European outlets, except 
the Swiss radio, at present, and since 
even that would be dangerous for 
Americans should the States be in on 
the war officially, it’s figured that the 
Europe to Argentina to U. S. method 
would be a practical solution. 





Premature Obit 

Brazil's last minute 30-day _ re- 
prieve for foreign language news- 
papers caused much embarrassment 
to the Rio News, leading English 
daily published there, but also hope 
that the ban on all sheets in any- 
thing but Portuguese might be per- 
manently lifted. Ralph B. Ross, 
editor-publisher, rounded up a flock 
of farewell ads, many from U. S. 
film companies and the casinos 
which use Yanqui talent, and then 
led off with a front page ‘obit.’ 

Next day, instead of a funeral, 
sheet came out as usual, explaining 
the stay granted by President Ge- 
tulio Vargas and hoping that none 
of the advertisers would get sore 
and feel they’d been tricked. Ban 
on foreign language sheets was the 
idea of Lourival Fontes, of the Press 
and Propaganda Bureau, and was 
due to official feeling that ‘com- 
plete assimilation of foreign colonies 
was impossible while they had their 
Further held 
there was no incentive to learn Por- 
tuguese while foreign papers con- 
tinued. 

Move hit 
There were 
printed in 


hardest at the Nazis. 
23 German 
Brazil; 13 


Deutsche Rio Zeitung, leading Ger- | 


man daily, said it would continue 
in Portuguese as did A Fanfulla, 
Sao Paulo Italian a.m. sheet. Among 
other papers affected were the Eng- 
lish language Anglo-Brazilian Chron- 
icle, Times of Brazil and Brazilian- 
American. Also 14 Japanese-lan- 


guage papers and eight in Arabic, | 


Turkish and Syrian, 





Argentina vs. Nazi Daily 

Indications that the Argentine 
government, long the most reluctant 
of any South American republic to 
take any stand against the totali- 
tarians, may prohibit or at least cur- 
tail the Buenos Aires newspaper E] 
Pampero, No. 1 Latin Nazi daily. 
State’s Attorney Caraballo in B. 
has asked the courts for provisional 
arrest of the listed publisher, Ole- 


ar} ba ° 
&ario V. Andrade, following demands 


in the Argentine Congress. 


Sheet, which has an estimated 


100,000 Circulation, built by high | 


pressuring and wholesale distribu- 
tion of free copies since the outbreak 
of war, has been under fire during 
the past three months as a result of 


® probe currently under way by a| 


Congressional committee headed by 
€puty Raul Damonte Taborda. Ta- 


borda, an ex-newspaperman, was 
"tga td of the late Natalio Bo- 


nag publisher of the pro-Democ- 
gd afternoon leader, Critica. 
hae sami. whose editor, Enrique 
tion iS awaiting further court ac- 
to Pa charges of libel, has refused 
show its books to the probers. 
ia. ke times in recent weeks it has 
aed — denied postal rights after 
Cles and cartoons caricaturing 


F.D.R. drew protests from the Amer- | 


‘can Embassy, 


= ated that the German Embas- 
“¥ Shells out 100,000 pesos ($25,000 


papers | 
dailies. | 


A. | 





U.S.) monthly as its share of Pam- 
| pero’s cost. Advertising from Ger- 
| man and Italian firms supplies the 
| rest, 
| Trans-Ocean and from the German 
| Embassy Press Bureau. 





Inter-Amer. Writers’ Congress 

Although its more than a year off, 
plans are already underway for In- 
ter-American Newspaper Writers 
Congress to be held in Venezuela 
toward the end of 1942. Dario 
Sainte Marie, former Latin-Ameri- 
can editor of the Associated Press, 
who heads the recently formed In- 
ter-American Federation of the 
Press, is currently touring Latin 
America lining up delegates. 

Affair will be strictly a pro- 
democracy gathering with reps of 
Nazi and totalitarian-minded rags 
ruled out. Group will also strive to 
enlist newsmen in the inter-Ameri- 
can solidarity effort; writers from 
the States and from Latin republics 
participating jointly. Also expected 
that some basic labor union organi- 
zatien like the Newspaper Guild may 
result. Latin fourth estaters cur- 
rently have many organizations, but 
| most are literary societies not con- 
tract getting, wage-setting groups. 

Ed Sullivan's Killed Col. 

‘You can draw your own con- 
clusions,’ managing editor Dick Clark 
|replied to a query as to why the 
|N. Y. Daily News last Thursday (11) 
| pulled Ed Sullivan’s column after it 
| had run in but one edition. Column 
was devoted in its entirety to casti- 
| gation of the current Nye-Ciark in- 
| vestigation of Hollywood’s alleged 
propaganda films. 

Obvious conclusion was that the 
Sullivan piece got the hell-box be- 
|cause it ran counter to the News’ 
|strongly isolationist stand. Clark 
said that the column was killed out 
|at his order, although Capt. Joseph 
Medill Patterson, News publisher, 
was in New York at the time. 














Philly Inquirer te Strike? 

The Philadelphia Inquirer unit of 
the Newspaper Guild authorized its 
officers to call a strike whenever 
deemed necessary in the battle for a 
10% wage increase at a meeting on 
Sunday (14). The vote was 180-163 
in favor of the strike. As soon as the 
Inquirer management was apprised 
of the unit’s action, negotiations, 
previously broken down, were 
resumed. The first of the meetings 
was held yesterday (Mon.), but 
proved unproductive. Another meet- 
ing is scheduled tomorrow. 

Maurice F. X. Donohue was chosen 
chairman of the strike committee. 





Biz Office Blacks Cut 
Pressure from advertisers is un- 
derstood as the reason for the sud- 
den turnabout in the editorial pol- 
icy of the Los Angeles Herald-Ex- 
which rescinded an order to 
|cut down Jimmy Starr’s drama sec- 





| press, 


| tion in the four-page green sheet on 
Saturday afternoons. Early in the 
week an edict was sent out announc- 
ing the whittling of the Starr sec- 
| tion for economic purposes. 

Two days later came another edict 
rendering the first edict null and 
void. The section continues as was. 


| Took All His Time 

| Moss Hart says ‘I've been so busy 
acting and raising a new mustache 
I haven't had a chance to finish my 
autobiography.’ 

Random House was to have pub- 
lished it this fall; now looks like a 
' spring entry as the playwright-pro- 
|ducer is too tied up with his other 
interests. 

Jack Malloy Kested, Back 
Jack Malloy, 
the Chicago 
| the Hearst paper, is back at his desk 
after a lay-off in New Mexico. 

Malloy was taken off the train at 
Albuquerque a few weeks ago when 
suddently taken ill, and has been 
restnig there. 


editor of 


managing 





LITERATI OBITS 


William A. Spalding, 88, former 
iv.p. of the Los Angeles Times-Mir- 
ror Co. and manager of The Los 
| Angeles Herald, died Sept. 7 in Los 
Angeles. 

Evelyn Underhill, 65, author of 
over 306 books on mysticism, died in 
England in June, according to word 
received in New York from her pub- 
| lishers, E. P. Dutton and Co. 

E. Z. Wallower, 86, founder of the 
now-defunct Harrisburg (Pa.) Inde- 
| pendent, died Sept. 10 in Harrisburg. 
|The Independent dissolved upon its 
merger with 


the 


Pampero gets its news from | 


| aging editor. 


the latter later being linked with 
The Harrisburg Telegraph. 

H. S. Chipman, 90, retired pub- 
lisher, died Sept. 9 in Rockville | 
Centre. L. I. In 1870, he founded the 
first Japanese newspaper printed in 
Japanese, and in 1880 started the 
| Picturesque Atlas Publishing Co., 
| publisher of Australncia Mustrated. 
Clinton L. Deggett, 43, shipping 
|editor of the Journal of Commerce, 
died Sept. 10 in his N.Y. apartment. 
Surviving are a widow, sister and 
his father, Dr. Laurance L. Doggett, 
president emeritus of Springfield 
College. 

Mrs, Charles H. Burr, 68, novelist 
and essayist, died Sept. 10 of pneu- 
monia at her home in Bryn Mawr, 
Pa. 

Haddon Ivins, 63, editor of the 
Hudson (N. J.) Dispatch and state 
librarian, died in Englewood hospi- 
tal Sept. 5. John Mitchell succeeds 
him as editor of the Dispatch. 

T. H. Alexander, Memphis (Tenn) 
Commercial Appeal! political writer, 
died Sept. 1. 

George Schumm, 85, __ editor, 
printer and for 13 years chief proof- 
reader of The Nation, died Sept. 14 
in Ossining, N. Y. He founded and 
was editor of The Radical Review, a 
Chicago publication from 1882-84. 

C. S. Slater, 78, founder of the 
Mechanicsburg (Ohio) Daily Tele- 
gram, died Sept. 11 in his home in 
Sarasota, Fla. He started the paper 
in 1902 as a morning daily, later 
bringing it to the afternoon field. 

Roy Melbourn Chalmers, former 
fiction writer, died in Shawsville, 
Va., Sept. 15. 

John J. Mead, 78, newspaper pub- 
lisher, was killed in Erie, Pa., Sept. 
15 when struck by a truck. Mead 
founded and published The Erie 
Daily Times. 








CHATTER 

Robert Carson sold his yarn, ‘Bats 
in the Belfry,’ to Saturday Evening 
Post. 

Emile Gauvereau’s forthcoming 
‘My Last Million Readers’ (Dutton; 
$3) has six editions printed before 
its Sept. 23 publication. 

Jack Malloy, recently ill in Al- 
buquerque, New Mexico, is on the 
mend and returns soon to his chore 
j;aS managing editor of Chicago Her- 
ald-American. 

Joe Bryan III, who used to be a 
Satevepost associate editor, is hiber- 
nating in Hollywood fixing up an 
‘authorized’ biog on Katherine Hep- 
burn which the SEP bought. 

Marjorie May, co-author with 
Consuelo Hermer, of ‘Havana Man- 
ana’ (Random House) did the lyrics 
of a theme song to Eliseo Grenet’s 


melody, based on their daiquiri 
Baedeker. Robbins Music Corp. 
publishing. 

Robert Parks, managing editor, 
Augusta (Ga.) Chronicle, promoted 
to editor’s chair. Frank Hawkins, 
former managing editor, Macon 





(Ga.) News, joins Chronicle as man- 
Jack Tarvis replaces 
him on News. Parks is vice presi- 
dent of Chronicle. 

PM publisher Ralph Ingersoll is 
en route from Moscow to Ankara, 
Turkey. Carl Randau, of PM for- 
eign news staff, and his wife, Leane 
Zugsmith, of the city staff, who have 
been in Japan, are on their way 





|agers concerning collection of com- 


Herald-and-American, | 
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| wants a provision that in the event;and plays the part well. 


i'money changers and the exchange 
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difference was considerably more. 
Equity seeks the discontinuance of 
a practice on the part of some man- 





missions from actors. It seems that 
some producers, in casting their plays 
select the players, agree on terms and 
then refer them to their chosen agent 
who does nothing but issue the con- 


} 


tracts. Since the deals are made di- 

' 
rect, actors cannot see why they | 
should pay commissions to agents | 


who perform no actual service. They 
say that if the manager is obligated | 
to the agent, he should pay the com- 
mish himself. 

Another point to be clarified is 
that of run-of-the-play contracts | 
which extend for more than one sea- | 
son. Some producers have been ty- 
ing up players for two and three 
years. Contended that there is no 
assurance that the play will run 
that long, road dates included, and 
that there is no protection to the ac- | 
tor in the event it goes off, the 


| boards, but the actor’s services are | scheming Dolma. 


guaranteed the manager. 


| Finch, 
| collaborate 
}need the money to make the trip 
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— Continued from page 60 | 

THE WOOKEY | ish blonde actress, is okay as Finch’s 

| divorced wife about whom he is still 

mate. George Sturgeon is something! ruts. Teddy Hart anc Millard are 
of a find, as a kid actor, playing the| the teammates who blackjack the 


young son of The Wookey like a) 
trouper. Everett Ripley, Olive 
Reeves-Smith and Charles Francis 


do very well in smaller parts. 
There is much apparatus back- 
stage to simulate the din of bomb- 
ing, air-raid warnings and other blitz 
effects. Impression on the first night 
was that Selwyn ordered the sound 
effects soft-pedaled so that the audi- 
ence might not be shocked. But the 
setting of the ruined home, reduced 
to rubble, the smoke and simulated 
dust, is sufficiently horrific anyway. 
That setting in particular is fine. 
Excellent scenery, crack lighting and 
direction accompany this unusual 
drama. Ibee. 


The More the Merrier 


Farce comedy in three aets, presented at 
Cort, N. ¥ Sept. 15, “41, by Otto L. 
Preminger and Norman Pincus; 
Frank Gabrielson and Irvin Pincus; staged 
by Preminger; setiing by Stewart Chaney; 
$3.30 top. : 


ne ee Dorrit Kelton 
a ee | rrr Fauis Hector 
Senator Broderick.....-scecee. J. C. Nugent | 
PNG is senate ks badoe cade Herbert bDuify 
Se rrr re Robert Gray 
errs ae Frank Albertson 
Bugs Gawnders...cccccscss Grace McDonald 
ene. Teas 060 06006s0% .. Keenan Wynn 


Mr. Cartwright................John McKee 


Mrs. Cartwright.....Mrs. Priestly Morrison 
Rk, pore ?...Scott Moore 
Ps, SONNE + 4% 0055604404 betes ue Lucia Seger 
ee ere Brenda Struck 
en Cee Ralph Chambers 
Young Man with Radio.......Saint Suber 
ee 8 PPP rerrerrer re 
ge” eee ee Daniele Porise 
i Mh. 05 ob eatenee awe Doro Merande 
= UR re re, * Teddy Hart 
Harry Seravvis...........Millard Mitchell 
.. 5 eee rere Jack Riano 
PUerent Tica st..iccdccwessss ...Will Geer 
SE) a Cd acecbesaeebes's +04 John Barnes 
First State Trooper.......... Lee Frederick 
Second State Trooper.........James Albert 
in CE aaWks reese seekers Guy Sampsel 
ee . Sere Jane Standish 
| ee eer G. Albert Smith 





First farce of season was produced 
with good intentions, but seems to 
be wasted effort. New producers 
strove for plenty of action of a kind, 
all figured to make the performance 
funny. Net result, however, is that 
‘The More the Merrier’ is not comic 
enough, 

Otto L. Preminger had the right 
idea in pacing the play swiftly, but 
the contents are ineffective and the 
affair, first called ‘The Great White- 
wash,’ didn’t click. 

Story is much ado about a corpse, 
comedies about cadavers having had 
something of a vogue of late. Latest 
one might have been hilarious re- 
gardless, but it is too confused. It 
is much too slow in getting started, 
has a first act finale that is comic 
and promising. Second act is the 
best, but third act hardly follows 
suite. 

It all takes place in the main hall 
of multi-millionaire Harvey Royal’s 
castle in the Colorado Rockies. He 
is intent on becoming candidate for 
governor and boasts to Senator 
Broderick that he’ll be the president. 
Royal has spent fabulous sums build- 
ing hospitals and other institutions, 


and he plans the dedication of his | 
| latest 


philanthropy in Denver the 
next morning. 

But he never gets there, his plane 
being grounded because of bad 
weather. Upon return from the air- 
port, Royal finds the castle jamme 
with assorted people, parked for the 
night from a bus that is unable to 
proceed in the snow. They are ad- 
mitted because his press agent, Dan 
and Joe Dolma, who is to 


on Royal's. biography, 


to Denver and they think their pa- 
tron is on his way there. 

Two comic ex-mobsters mistak- 
enly bump off one of the passen- 
gers, who they intended to rob, and 
the body is_ discovered. Finch, 
Dalmo and Bugs Saunders, the heart 
interest, who is going to help write 


| Royal’s life, connive on ways to get 
rid of the body. Detected, they 
bring the man into the house, pre- 

| tending he is drunk. But the second 


floor gallery passageway is full of 
traffic and they never do get the guy 
out, even though they put skates on 
the mugg to make it easier. 


The enraged Royal! finds the man 
in his room and tosses him over the 
railing It is believed the fall kills 
him and no amount of explaining 
by those who knew he was a stiff 


| before then can convince Prosecutor 


Lockhart, the opposition candidate, 
to the contrary. 
pokus evidently inserted to pad out 
an otherwise short play, the 


wanted felon—so the rich man be- 
comes a hero. 


Whatever weakness the play has | 


it is not the acting. There is a pro- 
fusion of talent, with Keenan Wynn, 
son of comedian Ed, making his best 
bid for stage rating to date. He is 
Frank Albertson, 


Equity | as Finch, has almost as much to do, | 


Jack 


written by | 


After much hokus | 


feilow in the bus and who get some 
of the laughs. Then there are Will 
Geer, Doro Merande and G. Albert 
| Smith, plus a flock of others, some 
of whom have a line or two. 
Plenty of people, but 
enough show, or too much. 


BROTHER CAIN 


in three acts (four scenes) by 
Michael Kallesser and Richard Norcro*s; 
staged by Charlies Daverport; settings, 
Louis Kennel; presented by American Civic 
Theatre, Inc., at John Golden theatre, New 
York, Sept. 3, "41; $5.30 top. 


hardly 
Ibee. 


Drama 









BEER. ov cccececsoseseeses Kasia Orzizewska 
CNL Ds cechiomveekaseees William W. Terry 
BIMBO. cocccccccccccsceeceeees Jack Lambert 

GB. covesecesoeesoucsoscses Royal Raymond 
| Annie pevesendodebeceseeeses eet Anita Lindsey 
POG occ cccccsescsoesseas< Frederic deWikie 
BESPIGR. « oc cdece ...-Martha Roberts 
Wie. Tee... csvcseccsocosesss Richard Karlan 
Process SO€rvVe?.cccccsccccce George Edwards 


RRESAOR 

‘Brother Cain’ apparently sets the 
season’s low-water mark early. It 
is one of the slowest-moving, dullest 
dramas to have reached Broadway in 
a long time. 

American Civic Theatre is billed 
| as the producer, with considerable 
mystery as to who that may be. 
Reluctance to unveil is very under- 
standable, as well as the reason Law- 
rence B. Wallis, English and drama 
instructor at Mt. Holyoke College, 
chose a nom-de-plume for his co- 
authorship billing. He uses name 
Richard Norcross, with his partner 
in crime being Michael Kallesser. 
Kaliesser is author of a number of 
plays of moderate proportions, last 
one to hit Broadway being about 10 
years ago. ‘Brother Cain’ script was 
around for a long time before a 
backer was unearthed. 

In pedestrian dialog and with 
transparent dramatics, Wallis and 
Kallesser tell of a boy brought up in 
Pennsylvania coal-mining territory 
who is aided by his half-witted 
brothers in becoming an attorney. 
When he returns from college, they 
resent what their coin has done. 
Lad, as expected, proves he is of 
pure gold while the brothers are 
not—which is what everyone knew 
anyway. There’s supposed to be 
something sociological about it, too, 
because the brothers are constantly 
berating the coal company as ruth- 
less employers. 

Mixed up in Charles Davenport’s 
hapless direction, Louis Kennels 
poor sets and the bad dialog and 
dramatics, any cast would have an 
| impossible task. But, with perhaps 
| the one exception of Kasia Orzazew- 








iska, as the mother, the acting is 
|}amateurish. Miss Orzazewska is a 
recruit from the Polish-speaking 
stage. She, at least, deserves an- 


other chance. Herb. 

















| Plays Out of Town 


Continued from page C°——— 


HELLO OUT THERE 


| meant freedom, if she could only 
contrive to get a key before the mob 
|came. While she is gone the hus- 

band of Bratsberg’s victim, aided by 
la mob (whose presense is suggested 
| only by off-stage voices), gets in and 
shoots the man who had outraged his 
| wife. 

The stiff-bosomed Santa Barbara 
| society audience unbent with salvos 
| of applause when the curtain,raiser 
}ended. The rest of the evening they 
| were restless under the heavy-handed 
| direction by Sir Cedric Hardwicke of 
| the equally heavy-handed Shaw play. 
| Alfred De Liagre, Jr., did the capable 
| direction of ‘Hello Out There.’ 

Bratsberg, formerly with the Group 
| Theatre, and Miss Walker, who is 
| under contract to Selznick, are both 
| positive bets for pictures. 
| Miss Gaynor’s debut, in lavish cos- 

tumes designed by Adrian, can best 
be summed up by the remark of a 
dowager when the actress swooned 
in the second act: ‘Didn’t she faint 
beautifully!’ 

Alan Marshal, as the young Ameri- 
can rebel filled with a quaint, half- 
baked cynicism, and Michael Hogan, 
the preacher husband of Miss 
Gaynor, took the acting honors. 
Hardwicke’s own performance was 
excellent. Support, adequate enough, 
was given by June Lockhart, James 
Westerfield, Eily Malyon, Barry 
Macollum, Anthony Blair, Houseley 
Stevens, Maude Fealy, Gordon Rich- 
ards, Claude Allister and Alan Ed- 





as 


| miston, 
de- | 


| ceased party is recognized as a much | Shaw, were exceptionally well done 


The settings, for both Saroyan and 
by Kate Drain Lawson. 
The Devil’s Disciple 


Comedy in three acts by George Bernard 









| Shaw. Presented by the Selznick Company 
}and directed by Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 
Settings, Kate Drain Lawson; at the Lobero 
theatre, Santa Barbara, California, Sept. 
| 8, ‘41. 

| Mrs. PRGRION. 6 éncavkenwss nas Eily Malyon 
WOO. . ccccccssvecacee e--.-June Lockhart 

| Christy Dudgeon...... James Westerfield 


| Anthony Anderson. ... .«.-Michael Hogan 


| the play does not open on the season| Riano does a real job as the guy | Judith Anterson...... ~-..Janet Gaynor 
or seasons after the contract is en-| who is croaked and only an acrobat | on del se teil copes ery RO 
tered into, that the actor receive two | could take the fall the way he) pituy puageon.......c...Houseley Stevens 
weeks salary. Since such contracts | does it. __ | Mra. Titus Dudgeon.......... ,Baude Fealy 
|call for high salaried people, man- | Louis Hector, as Royal, does his gn te a init ospenetas ae ae 
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6 

Sept. 20 

MARKS THE COMPLETION 
OF A MOST SUCCESSFUL 
4 WEEK ENGAGEMENT AT THE 


HOTEL ASTOR 


NEW YORK 


7 
Sept. 23 

ARKS THE OPENING OF A 
10 WEEK ENGAGEMENT AT THE 


LOG CABIN FARMS 


ARMONK, NEW YORK 


COLYVMBIA AND MUTUAL NETWORKS 
COAST-TO-COAST 


ICTOR-BLUEBIRD 
\ RECORDING ARTISTS 


WORLD TRANSCRIPTIONS 
* 





BOBC 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


featuring 


BETTY BRADLEY BOB HAYMES 


Personal Management 


ARTHUR T. MICHAUD 


730 FIFTH AVE. NEW YORK 


*~MANAGEMENT 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


LONDON ¢ NEW YORK « CHICAGO ¢ SAN PRANCISCO © BEVERLY HILLS © CLEVELAND © DALLAS 
EACH OFFICE A COMPLETE UNIT IN ITSELF 

















